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THANK YOU FOR DOWNLOADING THIS SAMPLE OF

There’s nothing like the month leading up to Christmas. When the calendar 
hits December 1, it gets real. And the anticipation is definitely worth the wait. 
But there is another kind of Christmas anticipation as well, one that should be 

at the forefront of our Christmas experience. 

Christmas is a time where we prepare our hearts and minds to celebrate the 
moment that God became human. The way we do this is by anticipating the 

celebration of Jesus’ birth. That’s where these devotions come in. 

Behold the Savior: A 25-Day Christmas Devotion will help your students and 
their families prepare to welcome in the birth of Jesus.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT BEHOLD THE 
SAVIOR: A 25-DAY CHRISTMAS DEVOTION, PLEASE 
DON’T HESITATE TO CALL US AT 1.888.969.6360.
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There’s nothing like the month leading up to Christmas. Sure, Christmas decorations may 
go up in October. But when the calendar hits December 1, it gets real. The anticipation be-
gins. Christmas parties. Christmas movies. Christmas break. And then Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day.

The anticipation is definitely worth the wait. But there is another kind of Christmas anticipa-
tion as well, one that should be at the forefront of our Christmas experience. 

Christmas is a time where we prepare our hearts and minds to celebrate the moment that 
God became human. This anticipation was a feeling that so many in the Christmas story 
knew well. Mary. Joseph. Elizabeth. Zechariah. The shepherds. The wise men. But have you 
ever thought that heaven itself was anticipating Jesus’ arrival? If you think about it, all of 
creation was waiting for the moment the long-promised Messiah would burst onto the scene.

Then all at once, He did. He showed up, not with big parades or fanfare on the steps of the 
Roman emperor’s palace. No, the Savior who would take away the sins of the world was born 
in a humble stable in an off-the-beaten-path town. Born to a teenage mom and a simple but 
honest dad, the Prince of Peace was suddenly among the very people He created. 

And they beheld Him. His parents observed Him in wonder. The shepherds looked down at 
Him, recalling the angel’s message of wonder. The wise men would come to do the same thing. 
They beheld the Savior. Thousands of years later, we do the same thing.

Christmas is a time for looking once again at the Christ child. The way we do this is by antic-
ipating the celebration of Jesus’ birth. That’s where these devotions come in. They’re designed 
to help you spend the month of Christmas preparing to celebrate God’s gift of His Son. 

There’s one devotion for each day of the month, except for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, 
where there are two for each day (an individual and a family option). We hope you’ll find that 
these 25 days of Christmas devotions get you in the perfect state of mind to truly appreciate 
the significance of the Savior’s arrival.
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DAY 1

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” - Isaiah 9:6

It’s Christmas season! You can feel it in the air. Everywhere you go, you are reminded of that 
magical day that comes On December 25.

Christmas trees, music on the radio, red bows, twinkling lights, not to mention the excitement 
that comes along with getting out of school for Christmas break. This is an exciting time of year. 
Beyond all of the commercials, lights, songs, and shopping, there’s something that quietly lies 
at the heart of this exciting season. It’s not found in boxes or even in family gatherings around 
a festive table. It’s the story of a young mother, a reluctant father, and a tiny baby that would 
change the world forever.

As we enter into this holiday season, I want to challenge you to rethink your holiday and begin 
to celebrate these holy days. In no way am I suggesting that we shouldn’t celebrate with presents, 
singing Jingle Bells, or by drinking hot chocolate. Those are all fun and exciting ways to cele-
brate this wonderful time of year. Instead, I want you to make sure you’re not ONLY expecting 
presents around a tree or a two-week break from school. 

Read Isaiah 9:6 and take a moment to mentally rework what all you’re expecting. This verse was 
a prophecy made hundreds of years before Jesus was born. Through Isaiah, God showed His 
people what to expect when His Son would one day break through to our world. This expecta-
tion is a big part of what Christmas is all about.

If you could make a list of the things you’re expecting this Christmas, what would it look like? 
Where on your list would you find the aspects of our faith that are so important this time of 
year? Things like hope, joy, peace, and most of all, a Savior? 

Starting today, begin looking forward to December 25 by expecting the birth of Jesus. Join me 
on this journey through the story of His birth as we move from merely celebrating a holiday, to
celebrating holy days.

W h a t  D o  Y o u
E x p e c t ? 2DAY T h e  A n g e l

“[26] In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth, [27] to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, 
of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. [28] And he came to 
her and said, ‘Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!’” - Luke 1:26–28 

Take a moment and read Luke 1:26-28. Can you even imagine what Mary must have been 
thinking at this moment? An angel just up and appeared to her. It’s not like she got a text from 
the angel asking if it was OK to drop in. One second there wasn’t an angel in her living room, 
and the next second there was. Talk about a surprise visitor!

Pretty much anytime we see an angel in the Bible appearing to someone, there is a familiar mes-
sage: do not be afraid. Angels were messengers with a word from God for His people. I think it’s 
interesting that so many of their messages started with “do not be afraid.” It tells us something 
about our condition as humans. 

We are often fearful. And so the angels often got the “fear not” part out of the way to begin with. 
However, in the case of the angel that appeared to Mary, it wasn’t just a message of “do not be 
afraid,” but a message that told her that things were coming she may not be aware of yet, but 
that would radically change her life. Mary was about to find herself in a very tough spot, and the 
angel came to greet her, encourage her, and tell her that she wasn’t truly alone. This is why Mary 
wasn’t supposed to be afraid. The radical change that was coming would be a source of God’s joy 
in Mary’s life (and for all of creation). 

We all have “angels” in our lives, those people who drop into our lives at just the right moment 
with a message from God. They’re not floating beings with halos and wings; they’re just people 
like you and me who God chooses to speak goodness through. Who are your angels? Who have 
been those people in your life who help you re-center and know that you’re not alone? I have 
had many and hope to have many more. The other piece of this equation to ask is, “who have 
you been an angel to”? 

Some you might know, but I bet there are many people to whom you’ve been an angel, and 
you will never find out. I think that’s one of the cool parts of how this works. God does things 
through us without us even knowing sometimes. During this holiday season, pray that God will 
use you as an angel to speak hope into a life that needs an encouraging word.
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DAY 3

“[29] But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort 
of greeting this might be. [30] And the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God.’” - Luke 1:29–30 

Read Luke 1:29-30. Here we see Mary reacting to the angel’s message that she had been chosen 
as the person to carry God’s child. Mary was greatly troubled at his words (understandably so) 
and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, you have found favor with God.”

It may seem unusual to begin such an exciting and festive season with the topic of fear, but re-
member we’re not just thinking about the holidays, but about holy days. This holy season starts 
with a young teenage girl, engaged and unexpectedly pregnant. Let’s be honest: this isn’t how 
most of us would plan on bringing the Savior of humanity into the world. Not anywhere close! 

Poor young Mary was scared, and I am sure she felt all alone. It’s strange to not only begin the 
story of Jesus with a pregnant teenager but also in such a scary time and place. So much of the 
beginning of the story of Jesus’ life was a story of fear. 

As we enter into this holiday season, fear is one of the things that can begin to creep into our 
lives. As school begins to wind down, there’s a fear of finals and grades coming in. For some of 
you reading this, there’s a fear of time with family over the holidays, as it can be a tough time of 
year for families who are separated by distance, divorce, or some other factor. Fear of unhealthy 
family dynamics, fear of not making Christmas “big” or meaningful enough, fear or anxiety 
about how busy Christmas is, and so on . . . There are aspects of the Christmas season that can 
cause significant stress on families and can turn these holy days into busy days. It may not be 
super fun to talk about, but it’s a very real part of this season for many people reading this.

As we enter into this holy time of year, I want to challenge you to commit to keeping it holy, 
less busy, and less fearful. I want to encourage you that while there can be many things to fear 
this time of year, there are so many more things to look forward to. Work to find the joy in this 
season. Listen to the angel’s words to Mary: “fear not.” 

F e a r  N o t
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