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In Timberdoodle’s curriculum kits, you will find a rigorous pursuit of thinking skills for every child, in 
every grade. This is simply not an optional skill for your child. A child who can think logically will be able 
to learn well and teach himself logically in ways that an untrained brain will find difficult. 

Be thankful that you won’t have to persuade your child to learn to think, though – he’s wired for 
problem solving and has been learning from the moment his eyes first saw you. We’re guessing this 
portion of the curriculum will be the hardest not to race through. After all, who doesn’t want to use a 
crazy-smart workbook, hide the friendly rabbit, or solve the mystery of the silhouette?
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THIS IS AS CRITICAL AS IT IS APPEALING
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Happy, colorful illustrations make this a highly attractive 
program for any young child. The variety of delightful 
exercises ensures that this terrific book will give your child a 
solid foundation for academic excellence.

Beginning Thinking Skills teaches children to use organized 
analysis instead of guesswork to solve problems, so it 
develops critical thinking skills necessary for success in 
reading, math, writing, and science. Beginning Thinking Skills 
may be used with attribute blocks (optional), but our family 
would not find them worth the expense unless you can find 
them as hand-me-downs. 

This book has won some impressive awards including:

• Dr. Toy Best Picks

• Mensa Recommended Materials for the Gifted

• Cathy Duffy 101 Top Picks for Homeschool Curriculum

• Dr. Toy Product of Excellence

• Plus 12 more! 

Scheduling 
An easy seven pages a week will put you on a path to 
complete the entire book in a single year. 

If your child is like ours, you may have a hard time 
not blazing through the book. If possible, though, try 
to take breaks before finishing a concept to allow his 
brain time to digest and assimilate what he's learning 
and store it in long-term memory.

BEGINNING THINKING SKILLS
BASIC ~ COMPLETE ~ ELITE
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GAKKEN PRESCHOOL WORKBOOK SET
BASIC ~ COMPLETE ~ ELITE

Believing that learning begins at home, Gakken Play 
Smart Workbooks, through a series of developmentally 

appropriate steps, steadily improve your tiny child’s ability 
to reason, make decisions, and concentrate. Mazes teach 

decision-making and early handwriting skills; 
counting introduces children to grouping, 
differentiation, associating numerals with 
quantities, and more; drawing and coloring 
build pencil control and introduce beginning 
handwriting; cutting and pasting teach matching, 
creative thinking, and develop fine motor skills.

Gakken Play Smart Workbooks include helpful 
notes to parents on nearly every page, a 
wipe-clean activity board, and reward stickers to 
motivate your youngest scholars. Light-hearted 
and frustration-free, with more than 30 years 
of psychological research that incorporates 
developmentally-appropriate and proven 
learning methods in each activity, Gakken Play 
Smart Workbooks are the quintessence of 
everything we were looking for in preschool and 
pre-k workbooks.

Scheduling
Each book has 64 pages of fantastic activities. 
We suggest completing all of Play Smart Brain 
Boosters 2+ before beginning Play Smart Brain 
Boosters 3+, so our suggestion is to complete 
about 4 pages a week of Brain Boosters and 
roughly two pages a week of Skill Builders. 
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Day and Night is a charming game of logic using colors, 
shapes, and silhouettes. Each challenge is incrementally 
more difficult than the last and is geared for your child’s 
growing and developing thinking and motor skills.

The vibrant "day" cards clearly indicate where each colorful 
piece should be stacked. The more advanced "night" cards 
show only silhouettes. Day and Night focuses on developing 
your child’s visual sequencing and spatial problem solving.

Scheduling
Work your preschooler through the puzzles, introducing up 

to two new ones each week, and review as needed 
until he can work the puzzles from previous weeks 

without assistance.

DAY AND NIGHT
BASIC ~ COMPLETE ~ ELITE
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Bunny Peek-A-Boo is a delightful brain game for 
your preschooler. As he arranges the large, sturdy 

wooden blocks and lovable bunny to match the 
cards, he will develop the critically necessary skill 
of 3-D spatial perception, important for reading 
and mathematical reasoning. 

Begin with the simplest cards and work together 
to make the blocks and bunny match the picture. 
What a natural way to work on prepositions, 

shapes, and even a few colors!  
Next time, it’s his turn to build while you help 

as needed. Pretty soon, you’ll be able to work on 
something else while he arranges, then just come 

back to ooh and aah!

Scheduling
With 60 challenges in all, doing two a 

week will give him time to repeat any 
that particularly challenged him.

BUNNY PEEK-A-BOO
BASIC ~ COMPLETE ~ ELITE
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