


www.timberdoodle.com   •   ©2018

CONTENTS
07 MEET YOUR HANDBOOK

08 PLANNING

14 READING CHALLENGE

22 LANGUAGE ARTS

26 MATHEMATICS

29 THINKING SKILLS

32 HISTORY & SOCIAL STUDIES

36 SCIENCE

39 STEM LEARNING

42 ART

45 LEARNING TOOLS

48 WHY EMPHASIZE 

INDEPENDENT LEARNING?

50 9 REASONS TO GO BUILD 

SOMETHING!

52 WHAT IF THIS IS TOO HARD?

54 9 TIPS FOR 

HOMESCHOOLING GIFTED 

CHILDREN

56 CONVERGENT & DIVERGENT 

THINKING 

57 HELP! MY BOOK SAYS 

"COMMON CORE"!

58 EDISON 101

4 



In Timberdoodle’s Curriculum Kits, you will find a rigorous pursuit of thinking skills for every child, in 
every grade. This is simply not an optional skill for your child. A child who can think logically will be able 
to learn well and teach himself logically in ways that an untrained brain will find difficult. 

Be thankful that you won’t have to persuade your child to learn to think, though – he’s wired for 
problem solving! We’re guessing this portion of the curriculum will be the hardest not to race through. 
After all, who doesn’t want to work through a thinking skills puzzle book or solve the mystery of the 
colorful balls?
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THIS IS AS CRITICAL AS IT IS APPEALING
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Building Thinking Skills books are among our favorites 
because of their tremendous scope. Studies have shown that 
students using these books have raised their national test 
scores significantly in both content and cognitive tests!

Building Thinking Skills develops four basic analytical 
skills (similarities/differences, sequences, classification, 
and analogies) through both figural and verbal problems. 
In addition, there are problems dealing with deductive 
reasoning, map skills, Venn diagrams, mental manipulation 
of two-dimensional objects, and much more. 

Scheduling
Completing 10 pages a week will get you through the 
entire book in a year. Most children will love that pace, 
but if it is too much for your student, feel free to 
drop that back to four to five pages a week and work 
through it in two years.

BUILDING THINKING SKILLS
BASIC ~ COMPLETE ~ ELITE
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Sudoku, the numbers game where players fill each of the 
blank boxes in a puzzle based on specific rules, has received 
a makeover. Introducing ColorKu, where the use of colors 
rather than traditional numbers makes ColorKu much 
more accessible to sudoku novices, children intimidated 
by numbers, or just lovers of beauty. ColorKu will improve 
your child’s memory 
and logic and will 
require him to think 
strategically and solve 
problems creatively. 
The gorgeous wooden 
playing board is a 
generous 12" x 12" 
and comes with 81 
wooden marbles 
in nine intense 
colors. The included 
dimpled-plastic tray 
pulls double duty as 
both a cover when 
ColorKu is not being 
used and as a ball 
holder while playing 
ColorKu.

COLORKU
BASIC ~ COMPLETE ~ ELITE

Scheduling
Over 100 challenges are included, so we suggest doing 3 
new challenges a week. On your last three weeks, convert 
any standard sudoku puzzle into a ColorKu by substituting 
one color for each number. Now you'll never run out of 
challenges!
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