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el fur for real comiort

In a land where temperatures regularly drop
fo 40-below, real fur products continue to keep
Northerners from shivering in the cold.

BY DANA BOWEN Hoarfrost sparkled on the trees and thick lay-
ers of snow crunched under Brenda Dragon’s
mukluk-clad feet. The cold wind whipped past

her face and ruffled the fur lining her hood, as she walked

the quiet streets of Fort Smith. Dragon stretched out her
fingers, cozy inside the soft beaver fur mitts her mother had
made for her, and carried on to school as if she were in her
own personal bubble of warmth.

On these winter mornings as a kid, Dragon remembers
feeling superior to the frigid temperatures.

“As humans, we were not born with fur on our backs. We
were always meant to wear fur,” she says. “I grew up wearing
fur, and was never cold.”

Fur has played a central role in Dragon family life for gen-
erations. “Our family tree is full of trappers—my grandpar-
ents, my parents, and, as it turns out, my daughter and her
partner are trapping in the Fort Smith area,” she says “It’s a
deep part of who we are as Northern people.”

WINTER LIVING

Dragon has been carrying on the tra-
dition with Aurora Heat—a company the
Chipewyan Dene entrepreneur founded in
2015 that sells fur hand and feet warmers, among
other items. (Aurora Heat is a family affair too—Drag-
on’s son Joel works with her as a marketing specialist.)

The small, handmade patches consist of the wool from
sheared beaver fur. Each patch can be placed inside mitts,
boots or a hat to provide an extra layer of protection against
the cold. The patches can be used for years—for a lifetime,
even—as opposed to the disposable warmers people buy
from plastic packages that only last a few hours.

Real fur is also a big step up from faux fur, says Dragon.
The imitation stuff, she explains, is actually made with
thousands of pieces of micro-plastics and faux fur doesn’t
keep its form for long, even though the plastic remains in
landfills for centuries. “We have all seen the fake fur on a
coat looking terribly ragged in no time at all,” says Dragon.
Yet authentic fur comes from animals who evolved over
countless winters to grow coats that perfectly insulate them
from frigid temperatures

But when it comes to selecting a specific fur to keep you
warm, it really depends on what you'll use your garment for.

Iqaluit’s Emily Joanasie sells numerous types of furs—
from fox, coyote and racoon, to seal skin—at her fabric
shop, Migsugqta!. While every animal’s fur provides a degree
of warmth, each serves a different purpose, she says.
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ATTENTION
ANGLERS

Going sport fishing
within the Inuvialuit
Settlement Region
(ISR)?

If you are planning to go recreational angling within the ISR, keep in mind that
you may be fishing on Inuvialuit private lands. You are required to register with
the local Hunters & Trappers Committee (HTC) or online with the Fisheries Joint
Management Committee (FIMC) prior to fishing on Inuvialuit private lands. There
are also special guidelines for fishing in the Inuvik-Tuktoyaktuk Highway Corridor.

For more information contact the local HTC or FJMC at the following numbers:

Inuvik IHTC (867) 777-3671
Aklavik AHTC (867) 987-2723
Tuktoyaktuk THTC (867) 977-2457
Ulukhaktok OHTC (867) 396-4808
Paulatuk PHTC (867) 580-3004 FISHERIES JOINT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Sachs Harbour SHHTC (867) 690-3028 WWW.FJMC.CA/SPORT-FISHING/
FIMC (867) 777-2828

to work with your family to create
new opportunities for your loved one
to participate fully in all aspects of
community life.

Inclusion NWT provides lifelong support
for individuals with disabilities and their
families in the NWT, since 1962.

I I o Since 1962 ) ’
info@InclusionNWT.ca [ £
N VV I \V InclusionNWT.ca
Email Inclusion NWT at info@InclusionNWT.ca before Nov. 1 and reference this ad
for your chance to win NWT swag courtesy of Inuvik Tourism!

WINTER LIVING

For instance, fox fur tends to sell the fast-
est, but many hunters—including Joanasie’s
father—opt for other animals. “Fox furisa
little too delicate for [my father],” she says “It
holds more moisture.” Although fox fur will
still keep you warm, its fluffy hairs are more
fashion than function. Shorter fur, from coy-
otes for example, is not as long, but denser
and absorbs less moisture, making it ideal
for longer hunting trips out on the land. It
sounds contradictory, but some shorter furs
are warmer than longer furs because the
longer ones are meant to protect from wind
rather than maintain heat.

Dragon notes that many animals have
two layers of fur, and these furs prove the
best at keeping the cold at bay. A beaver’s
longer guard hairs are stiff and protect the
animal from things like branches, while
also allowing it to easily glide through the
water, she explains. The shorter layer, or
the wool, is closer to the skin and that’s
what works to hold in heat. “Beaver is very
durable and ever-lasting,” she says. “Wild
fur is an incredible insulator.”

Sealskin, on the other hand, is not as ef-
fective in retaining heat, but it’s great for its
waterproof qualities—that is, of course, if
you buy it from someone who knows how
to treat it. “Sealskin, if traditionally pro-
cessed, will be waterproof because of the
natural oils it contains,” Joanasie explains.
“But if it is commercially tanned, it loses its
waterproof properties because the oils
are extracted.”

That’s a good tip in general for purchas-
ing fur and sealskin products—it’s best
to buy locally from hunters, trappers and
Northern designers who do everything by
hand. Because, really, people who experi-
ence harsh weather understand how to
dress for it.

For designers like Joanasie and Dragon,
real fur products are more than just an
accessory—they’re part of their culture,
heritage and everyday life.

“It’s critical to support all arts, period,”
says Dragon. “Supporting local Indigenous
designers builds pride in Northern culture
and allows us to practice and share our
traditional ways while participating in the
economy. It’s an act of reconciliation.”

Plus, you can’t enjoy the wonders of win-
ter when your fingers and toes are frozen. ®




