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The Business of 
BEAUTIFYING

After her YouTube videos 
went viral, MUA Zukreat 
Nazar was catapulted into 
the glamorous world of being 
the UK’s leading Influencer 
in Asian and Arabic beauty. 
With millions of views and 
her own product line, she 
is an inspiration for global 
beauty fans and aspiring 
make-up artists alike. Here 
she opens up about life as 
a working mum and Beauty 
Entrepreneur, in an exclusive 
interview and makeover for 
Asiana Wedding Magazine. 

Hair & make-up: Anisha Siddique

Outfits: Kanval By Design

Jewellery: Swavo Collection

Henna: Henna By Aisha Abid

Hijaab Stylist: Tabassum Karbhari

Photographer: Alexandre Pichon

Interview: Momtaz Begum-Hossain

Location: Schiaparelli Suite, 

The Mayfair Hotel, London. 
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behind-the-scenes
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video on 
www.asiana.tv
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W hen it comes 
to modern day 
role models, 
Zukreat 

embodies all the qualities that are 
worthy of such praise. The self-taught 
MUA turned global beauty brand 
transformed her personal passion 
into her pay packet. As she heads 
towards a decade of success as one of 
the original Beauty Influencers, in 
her private life Zukreat is preparing 
to celebrate a decade of being a wife. 
Blessed with two children, a successful 
business and a legion of followers, 
Zukreat has single-handedly changed 
the image of British women who wear 
the hijab, empowering other wearers 
to be brave and seek fulfilment in 
their passions. Though she recognises 
that it’s not always easy to know what 
you want. 

Zukreat explains: ‘When I left school 
my parents were keen for me to study 
science. So I compromised. I chose 
Cognitive Science. I’m a people person 
and I loved studying what makes 
them tick, but after I graduated I took 
an ordinary job in a bank. I hadn’t 
anticipated this lifestyle and I knew 
early on, it wasn’t for me. I longed to 
work for myself, to choose my hours 
and have flexibility.’ 

Zukreat had a keen interest in 
Arabic fashion and weddings so 
she hatched a plan to start her own 
wedding business, Bridal Memories, a 
shop specialising in Arabic bridalwear 
but her sister advised against it. She 
reveals: ‘I had big visions for my shop 
but my sister recommended I start 
small and it’s the best advice I’ve ever 
received. Rather than taking on a 
major business, I started working as 
an MUA. I took bridal bookings and 
soon word of mouth spread.’

Around the same time Zukreat 
met her husband-to-be, Mo. The pair 
were volunteering at the time when 
Saddam Hussein’s regime had ended 
in Iraq and the country was gearing 
up for new presidential elections. After 
initially connecting through politics, 
they developed a strong friendship 
that blossomed into love and the 
pair married in 2007. Marriage gave 
Zukreat the courage to leave her job 
at the bank and she used her time to 
focus on beauty business ideas,

included exploring the possibilities of 
social media. 

Zukreat explains: ‘I wanted a way to 
show my friends what I was up to and 
realised that YouTube was a way to do 
this and the best way to share it would 
be by putting these video tutorials on 
Facebook. Just as I was self-taught in 
make-up, I taught myself to edit my 
own videos, something I still do today. 
Before I knew it, I was getting so many 
enquiries from people asking me to do 
their bridal make-up.’

Viewers turned into followers and 
Zukreat began to see the lucrative 
nature of her beauty business. She 
invested in a better video camera and 
Mac to produce high-quality videos, 
but it was her husband that was the 
key factor in turning her passion into 
a profession. Seeing how dedicated 
Zukreat was and realising the 
potential, Mo left his job and teamed 
up with Zukreat to build her brand 
which started with the launch of her 
own make-up brand AOM Cosmetics 
(www.artistofmakeup.com). 

Zukreat explains: ‘Mo managed 
the business side which involved 
getting a proper office, employing staff 
and ensuring everything was done 
properly. It was a busy time as it was 
also around the same time our son was 
born. A lot of people say that having 
children is their lucky charm and that 
success comes after they have their 
kids but I think that once you become 
a parent you have more drive to be 
successful as you want to provide for 
your family. You work harder to create 
opportunities.’

Working with her husband has 
been a fulfilling experience and it’s 
one Zukreat is truly grateful for. She 
enthuses: ‘Your spouse is the person 
you spend the bulk of your life with, 
someone you can lean on and who will 
pick you up and make you feel better. 
My husband is my rock. He made me 
realise the value of what I am doing and has brought out the best 
in me. Working with your husband means you’re always striving 
for success as a couple and that’s a great feeling.’

Initial launch products for Zukreat’s AOM Cosmetics brand were 
a contour stick, foundations and liquid eyeliner liner, but is was 
the contouring product that alleviated her brand. Zukreat recalls: 
‘I was the first to launch a contour stick on the market. At that 
time contouring was new, it was the early days of Kim Kardashian 
building her profile and using this technique. I toyed with the idea 
of calling it a sculpting stick but contouring was the word everyone 
wanted to know about. I made a video to demonstrate how to use 
it and after that they flew off the shelves. I initially launched the 

brand at IMATS the annual trade and beauty consumer show and 
the response was phenomenal: we sold out of products.’

The USP of Zukreat’s make-up was that these were all products 
developed specifically for Arabic and Asian skin tones, the 
foundations had the right yellow tones and the ability to hide 
blemishes and dark circles. Alongside the cosmetics range came 
Zukreat’s training academy and as her profile rose, so did her 
bridal bookings. Zukreat was flown out to exotic locations like 
Sri Lanka and Dubai to do bridal make-up but it was a call to 
bring her services to Puerto Rico for a wedding that really put 
Zukreat in the limelight. Though booked to do a bride’s make-up, 
she also found herself being the MUA for wedding guest Khloe 

Hair & make-up: Anisha Siddique
Outfits: Kanval By Design
Jewellery: Swavo Collection
(see stockists p362)
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Kardashian. An experience 
that Zukreat rates as one of the 
most memorable of her career 
so far.  

2017 marks the 10th 
anniversary of Zukreat getting 
married and starting her own 
business and as these milestones 
take effect, she continues to set 
new goals. This year sees the 
launch of her make-up brush 
handbag, debuted at the Asiana 
Bridal Show Birmingham, back 
in December, and her 3D cruelty-
free silk lashes, providing an 
alternative to mink lashes. Her 
line of AOM Cosmetics continues 
to be a major brand for Asian and 
Arabic women but that hasn’t 
stopped her from continuing to 
give her fans what they want 
the most – more YouTube vlogs. 
Zukreat explains: ‘I used to post 
videos a few times a week but I 
reduced this after my daughter 

Noura was born. At the moment, 
I film during her afternoon nap 
which involves getting changed, 
doing my make-up and filming, 
and then I edit in the evenings 
when both my children are 
asleep!’

Zukreat and her husband have 
also set up the IBNI Foundation, 
a charity that supports orphans. 
She also takes her role of being 
a role model seriously and 
makes an effort to connect with 
her fans on social media. She 
enthuses: ‘I often get stopped by 
people wanting photos but my 
son Sammi who is six, knows it’s 
because ‘mummy does make-
up and people like it.’ Zukreat 
regularly receives letters from 
women who share their own 
stories of being working mums, 
aspiring to launch businesses 
and asking for advice which she 
will always gives. 

At a time when social media 
is the most powerful medium 
in the world, Zukreat is a voice 
that represents women from all 
over the globe, encouraging them 
to find their passion in life and 
fulfil their dreams. She says: 
‘Everyday we are bombarded 
with photoshopped images in our 
feeds telling us what we need to 
look like which can lead to low 
self-esteem. But as an Influencer, 
my message is to simply focus 
on finding what you love doing 
and do it. When I began, I was 
one of the first women wearing 
a hijaab to have a YouTube 
channel, it was unexpected but I 
wasn’t afraid of being different. 
Wearing a hijaab is part of who 
I am; I’m not a stereotype. I’m 
just being me: living my life, and 
loving every single minute of 
being Zukreat - a Wife, Mother, 
Entrepreneur and Beauty fan!’

Hair & make-up: Anisha Siddique
Outfit: Kanval By Design

Jewellery: Swavo Collection
(see stockists p362)
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My Asiana makeover was a real 
treat. I usually go for a more natural 

beauty look but Anisha did a beautiful job in 
making sure my make-up was bold and made 

a statement. I absolutely loved my hijab styling. 
Tabassum created what I call hijab perfection: each look 

was unique and beautiful in their own way. Aisha’s mehndi 
was stunning and I adored her intricate style. I’ve never 

worn white henna before, it looked so elegant. Kanval By 
Design’s collection of bridal partywear was gorgeous and 
teamed with the stunning jewellery by Swavo Collection, 

I felt like a princess. It was a real honour to be 
photographed by Alexandre Pichon; a genius behind 

the lens. I’ve admired his work for years, so 
being photographed by him was the perfect 

way to start 2017.
Zukreat
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Start small: It’s great to have grand 
ideas but often this can be overwhelming 
and if you’re too overwhelmed you may 
not get on with your plans. So start small, 
succeed and grow as and when the time 
is right. 

Do what you love: Figure out what 
you enjoy doing. People often have an 
idea in their head of what would be nice, 
but actually in reality, running a coffee 
shop when you’re not a people person 
may not be the best decision. So be 
sure you love the business and what is 
involved in it.

Be wise: Your idea needs to make 
money – a business is not a hobby. It’s 
your livelihood and future so when you 
are making your business plans ask 
yourself, is the idea lucrative enough? 
Will I make money from the idea?

Get help: Business should never be a 
lonely world. Ask for help whenever you 
need it. Seek skills from your friends and 
develop your networks to contain people 
who have skills you may need. Being self-
employed is one thing, but having a team 
should be part of your vision. 

Strike a balance: This will require 
some trial and error and juggling! Break 
up the week so that a percentage is put 
aside for work. Friday is my day off and 
I’ll try and see friends and family then. 
When the kids are at home I’m on mum 
duty. I give them my full attention, then 
when they go to sleep I get back into 
work mode. 

Social media: This is an essential part 
of running a business as it’s what enabled 
my career to take off. But don’t look on 
it as a chore, incorporate it into your day. 
I do this by vlogging whatever I am up 
to. So if I’m going to get my nails done 
I create content from that. Don’t forget 
that social media is not one-sided.  You also need to communicate and 
connect with others. 

Finances: You need to decide how happy you are in what you 
are doing now. That should be your drive to make a change. I don’t 
recommend leaving your job to go solo – if you truly think you want 

to start your business, take two weeks of holiday off from your day 
job and rather than go away, use that time to trial what running your 
business will be like. If it goes well and you think you can make it work 
then go for it. This is just as important as having financial stability - you 
may have the money but in reality you may not enjoy the work so test 
it out and when you’re ready, take the leap. 

Choosing the outfits for 
Zukreat was an honour. 
She embodies a strong, 
positive woman, 
which is just what 
my brand is all about. 
As she is petite, I 
selected pieces that 
complemented her body 
shape. All outfits were traditional 
Pakistani pieces: a long dress, bridalwear 
and a pretty party suit. I specialise in 
bespoke, made-to-measure and for Zukreat, 
I designed outfits with a beautiful flow to 
them. Made from pure fabrics like chiffon, 
jamawar and organza they were embellished 
with stonework and traditional dabki kaam, 
transforming her into an opulent Asian bride. 

Kanval Afzal, Designer, 
Kanval By Design

Working with Zukreat was 
a real joy. She has the 
most amazing, flawless 
skin which made the 
the perfect canvas 
to work on. I wanted 
to blend her Arabic 
heritage with the Asian 
bridal make-up I specialise 
in so I created a fusion look to 
celebrate both. I created three key looks, firstly 
I gave her a gorgeous bronze glow, keeping 
the lips soft with dark eyes to create impact, 
contrasted with the traditional darker red lips 
and glitter eyes. All the looks suited her, and I 
was pleased she enjoyed the makeover.

Anisha Siddique, MUA
www.anishasiddique.co.uk

I relished the opportunity 
to showcase our hand 
crafted jewellery pieces 
to accentuate the 
looks for inspirational 
Zukreat. Beautiful 
jewellery is the 
quintessential ‘icing on 
the cake’ of a great look. We 
went for the traditional Mughal 
and contemporary designs to compliment the 
outfits as well as showcasing the versatility 
of our bridal collections and projecting our 
ability to create unique, ‘one of a kind’, timeless 
pieces that capture the joy and expectation of 
every bride. 

Alia Ansari, 
Designer Swavo Collection
www.swavo.co.uk

Be Your Own Boss
Zukreat’s tips for aspiring entrepreneurs

Hair & make-up: Anisha Siddique
Outfits: Kanval By Design
Jewellery: Swavo Collection
(see stockists p362)


