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00:00 Hello. Hello everyone. Welcome to this week's episode. So for this week I want 
to share with you when I started designing, as many of you know, I started in 
Photoshop and created mainly invitations and marketing materials and it was 
pretty much all done by word of mouth. I did it on the side apart from my day 
job in corporate marketing and I enjoyed it, but I found that several design 
elements and piecing those together, I'm really kind of overwhelmed. Me 
getting them all to match, getting the font to match the watercolor flowers or to 
match whatever background I had. And then you know, finally getting what I 
thought look good together to actually not look good together and feel like 
something was missing was such a drain and it was a headache for me. And 
there's people that can just look at things like that and put things together on a 
whim.

01:02 You know, I talk about how I am not good at decorating at all. I will just stare at 
a wall forever, forever, forever, and I'm still not know what to put on it, what 
things would look good together. That's just not a natural talent that I have in 
the same goes for digital design too. And my friends and family don't believe me 
when I say this, but I tell them I'm not very creative putting you know, all of 
these things together and have them look good and be fast at that is just not for 
me. And so when I found SBG design and what I do to this day, I loved it and fell 
in love with it because it's just simple little clip art designs, you know, one off 
here and there and essentially giving the user the fundamentals of the design of 
what they need.

02:02 So I just make a little piece of that design. And sometimes, you know, usually I'll 
create a bundle to to go along with it. And that's why when you look at my shop, 
it's mainly these one off little clip art pieces, right? That I have for sale. And I tell 
them, I used to tell my buyers back in the day all the time that I'm not the 
creative one. They are, since they are able to take these little pieces that I make 
and make beautiful masterpieces and, and put them all together and make this 
beautiful craft or t-shirt or whatever it is. So I much more prefer the basic 
elements. And I think that's why I vibe really well also with Adobe illustrator 
because one thing that was a headache for me back in the day when I was doing 
those invitations and why it would take me longer was to build these little 
design elements completely from scratch.

02:59 Like, you know, the water color pieces or a simple little clip art of, I don't know, 
a cartoon character or whatever it was for these invites. And many times I'd go 
out and end up buying these designs, right? These design elements. So it was 
until I embraced Adobe illustrator and while I was learning SVG design that I 
discovered that making these small little clip art pieces wasn't as intimidating as 
I had initially thought because I just felt that Adobe illustrator in creating these 
completely from scratch was way above and beyond my skill level. But by this 
time I was sold on SVGs and I wasn't going back to invitations. And as I learned 
illustrator, I realized I could do so much more if I could draw my own designs 
right or have a pin to speed up the process. I found out that I could get all of this 
and use a pin display or a pin tablet which are called graphic tablets.
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04:03 I knew that they existed, but I really didn't know anything about them or that I 
even for sure wanted one. Well over the years, since that time I've used a total 
of 3.5 graphic tablets. So I say 3.5 because one of them is a two and one type of 
tablet. The iPad can now be used as a graphic tablet that actually connects to 
your computer. And so they rolled out this new sidebar feature. So we'll get 
more into the details of that later on. But to kick things off, let me tell you what 
we will be discussing today. So in this week's episode we're going to go over 
what graphic tablets are, why you may want one, the different types of tablets, 
things to look for and your tablet, the leading brands and the ones I have used 
or used today. This is not I'm not an affiliate of any of these.

05:07 I actually did have an affiliate account with Amazon but I never used it. So they 
ended up kicking me off and I have to reapply. I just haven't gotten around to 
reapplying. So this is all just what I think. And, and what I have learned since 
doing this. So I'm at the end of the episode, I will link you to a couple of free 
training videos that I just created this week that will show you how to set up the 
Wakeham and two. Oh, so I've, I, I have been calling this way calm for like 
forever and it's really hard for me to not call it that anymore, but I found out 
that the correct pronounciation is Wakeham instead of way calm. But if I revert 
back to my old ways, we are just going to roll with it. Okay. And another that I 
show you in the training video is how to set up your iPad.

06:02 Like I said, so it works as a graphics tablet using that news sidecar feature on 
your computer. So that's super cool. And I've had many people ask about it. So I 
did a little training and we'll be linking up to those training videos in the show 
notes of this episode. I'm also including it in the designers course to SVG files for 
her. All of my students there. Okay. So what are graphic tablets? These are used 
to draw on the computer or digital device. Usually the goal is to create a design. 
Typically you use a graphic tablet with a graphic design program such as Adobe 
illustrator, Photoshop. There's other ones like coral draw out there or if it's a 
iPad or tablet based, there's like procreate or affinity, which are apps drawing 
apps that you can draw in using those tablets and whatever stylist comes with 
them.

07:01 So the reasons why you may want one, maybe you have a graphic design 
business yourself. Maybe you do some, maybe it's photography and you want it 
to be able to touch up your photos. If you design any digital artwork from 
scratch, especially this is beneficial. Or if you do any touch-ups as mentioned to 
digital assets like photos or clip bar vectors, whatever it may be, you will 
probably end up wanting a graphics tablet. So there are several different types. 
The graphic tablet is actually the mouse pad type of surface. It doesn't have a 
screen, it just lays flat on your desk and you draw on it as if it were, you know, a 
mouse pad that you're drawing on. And many of them have like kind of a 
textured surface to them. And then they come with a stylist as well.

08:05 There's also the graphic tablet displays or pin displays. These are more like a 
monitor that sits on your desks at an incline and you draw directly on it. And you 
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can see your computers display on your tablet, right? So it's an actual monitor 
that you're drawing on that connects to your computer. And then last is pretty 
much like a computer drawing tablet where it has the computer functionality 
just built in. So it's an actual computer and you can draw directly on it. So these 
would include like the iPads. Microsoft has a whole surface lineup and there's is 
an actual computer that you can draw on. They have like the surface studio, 
surface pro and a few other different models. And then there's all sorts of 
different tablets that are popping up that are standalone devices that you can 
draw on.

09:07 You know, I know Samsung has one. And there's, yeah, definitely a whole array 
of options out there. If you go this route, there are apps like procreate or 
affinity that are the leading to drawing apps that I know of that are used by 
designers today. They don't have the full design capabilities as the full on 
graphic softwares like illustrator, Photoshop. They're moving more towards 
that. Some of these programs and softwares, but procreate and affinity 
definitely have niched down. And are the leading drawing apps out there right 
now. There's brands such as Wakeham. They have a full range of tablets graphic 
tablets. They were the pretty much the first big dogs in this arena. So they have 
all sorts of different tablets and pricing. There's another one that has become 
more popular over the past few years. He won.

10:08 They also have a full range of tablets and pricing. I'm more along the lines of 
tablets are the of the Apple iPads. It used to just be the Apple iPad pro that you 
could use with the Apple pencil, so you have to buy the iPad and the Apple 
pencil in order to have this functionality, this drawing functionality with it. But 
the iPads usually start about three 29 and like I said, it used to be only the iPad 
pro that had, that worked with the Apple pencil. But now any of the newer 
iPads, we'll work with the Apple with the newer generations of the Apple pencil. 
The iPad started at three 29. The Apple pencil is 99. I believe right now. And 
then there's also another big leader is the Microsoft with all of their surface 
models. And those usually start around about $700, where it's a full on 
computer that you're getting.

11:08 I've heard good things about the Microsoft surface pro is one that has been 
leading the way and my husband's been pushing for me to get one, but you 
know, I'm kinda just stuck in my Apple RET, not because I'm an Apple smog or 
whatever, but I already have the setup and I really, you know, time is a big thing 
for me. So if something can save me time then I'm going to stick with it. So I F 
the first Apple item that I ever bought was a Mac book pro laptop back in the 
day. And since then I have just liked how the different devices can connect and 
communicate with each other. And it keeps on getting better and better. So I, so 
I now have an iPhone, I have the Apple AirPods, I just got the Apple watch. We 
have an Apple TV, so, so you might think that I'm an Apple snob and just think 
the Apple's amazing, but it's really just out of convenience for me.
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12:12 It's nice to be able to airplay when I'm watching on my phone over to the TV or 
to talk on my Apple watch with the AirPods or you know, just to have everything 
communicate back and forth, saves me time. Since I'm so busy, that's why I 
prefer. And so that's why I have all of these and this transitions into the tra, the 
tablets that I have used in the past. So the first one I got when I was learning 
Adobe illustrator, I use this one for years, was the Wakeham Intuos. It's a good 
beginner tablet. It's about like nine or so inches long hooks up to my computer. 
Like I said, it's, it's a great beginner option. Their support is really good too. And 
they come out with updates, you know, pretty much for any of these graphic 
tablets you'll have to install updates and new drivers for your tablet.

13:09 But the easiest that I have seen and have used as the Wakeham but this doesn't 
include the whole tablet. So when I started using the iPad pro, I wanted the iPad 
pro one so that I could answer emails and do work while I was with, you know, 
my kids. When we are traveling. I didn't always have to go into my office and 
hop on a computer to send a little file to my assistant or to make a quick change 
to a file the customer had a problem with. So that is why I got the iPad. But 
when they came out with the Apple pencil, I started using that to draw and 
create some of my SVG designs. And I did that using procreate and I still do that 
to this day. Use procreate to draw out some of my more detailed designs.

14:07 Really the ones that I want a pure hand-drawn look to them. This is when I will 
use procreate, but most of the work that I do is still within Adobe illustrator. 
Right. So Apple just came out with the sidecar functionality a couple months 
ago. I think it was in October. So I've been playing around with it since then and 
I really enjoy it. So it's kind of a headache getting it all set up, which is why I did 
the training video. I really felt that the latency and the responsiveness, just the 
ease of use once I got all set up was worth it. And before I failed to mention, so 
right before I transitioned to the iPad side car, I had been using one of the gay 
Oman pin displays. So an actual monitor that sits on your desktop that you draw 
on. And to be honest, I wasn't impressed where the stylists would touch wasn't 
exactly on there was like, I don't know if this makes sense, but there's a little bit 
of space in between the point of the stylists and the screen.

15:24 Almost like there was another layer of glass or something. And it was a little bit 
late. So when I was drawing it wasn't immediate. There was just a little hint of a 
lag, which drove me crazy. So I had spent like 300 and something dollars on that 
pin display and then soon after Apple came out with this sidecar functionality. 
So I tried it out and really just loved it. So the two that I use now, so I don't use 
the way comp, see, there I go, you guys. So I don't use the Wakeham and two 
O's anymore. And I do not use the gay Oman pin display anymore. So I use 
Adobe illustrator on my computer. And then I will use the Apple pencil, the iPad 
and the sidecar display. And then when I want some more customizations and 
really want to draw out a design completely from scratch, start to finish, I will 
use just my iPad, Apple pencil and then the procreate app.
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16:30 So that's what I use today. Some things that you want to be looking for is 
pressure sensitivity. So if you're going out and looking to buy a new tablet for 
Christmas or whatever, be looking for one that has pressure sensitivity. I 
wouldn't get anything else. Most of the graphic tablets have this nowadays. I'm 
sorry, I don't think that you'll have a problem with that. But the other thing to 
be watching for is the latency and I think you'll just have to test this one out. I 
researched and researched and researched and couldn't find, you know, other 
than a couple of places on YouTube where they really dive in and do a product 
review. But really you want a very responsive tablet where the stylist is very 
responsive with the tablet or the display. I haven't seen any problems in that 
latency with the iPads or the surface pro where the device, the pencil or pen is 
created specifically for each of those.

17:40 It really deals with a lot of that, but when you're connecting to a computer, you 
will want something that is a little bit more responsive and doesn't have a bit of 
a lag to it. Also, another thing to think about is the mobility. You know, do you 
travel or are you more stationary? Do you want a bigger display? That's another 
one is the size. So many artists like the bigger displays, they can see, you know, 
the fine details. I for the work that I do, I don't need a huge display. And that gay 
Oman one really took up a lot of my desk. And it wasn't possible to take it with 
me on trips and I do a lot of traveling. So that one just didn't make sense. 
Another reason why I ended up getting rid of it, but for someone else who does 
a lot of illustrations and really works with getting the blends and the different 
brushes and gets really intricate, having a big display monitor like that is, is the 
way to go.

18:47 So that is another thing to think about is mobility. You know, where are you 
going to be using it? How often do you need to be using it on the go and then 
also size. How big do you want it? Do you prefer not to take up too much space 
on your desktop? Do you really not mind? Do you want more of a space to draw 
on? Do you want it to be easier to draw on? How intricate of a design will you 
be doing? Another is the stylist battery. So if you're going there out with the 
graphic tablets or the pin displays, I would recommend getting one that has a 
battery built into it. Another reason I really don't mind gay Oman, but this is just 
my experience and what my needs were. Was that the gay Oman, the pin or the 
stylists would die a lot of the time.

19:37 I come, all of their styluses come with a built in. I don't know if there's a built in 
battery or are, they just don't even have a battery for it. But that's another thing 
that I do like about their graphic tablets in their devices is that they don't have 
that. So you aren't constantly having to recharge. There's nothing more 
frustrating than to be ready to design something and then go and grab the 
stylist and have it be dead and you have to wait like 15 minutes to keep on 
working. So anyways, so those are my recommendations. Those are things that I 
would be looking for. And I hope that this has been beneficial and helpful for 
you if you've been on the fence as to whether or not buy a graphics tablet or 
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which tablet to buy or which displayed a buy. If you do end up going with the 
Wakeham or the iPad sidecar.

20:26 As mentioned before, I do have a couple of video tutorials where I show you 
each of these. I show you physically them and record the setup process. So I 
walk you from start to finish, how to set those up on a computer cause it does 
take some tech skills and was a bit of a headache in the beginning. So I wanted 
to offer to you and hopes that it would be helpful. I did include a downloadable 
checklist and guide to setting up the Apple sidecar, which will definitely help. 
Especially if you want something beside you walking you through it. You can 
grab that@pennandposh.com, forward slash sidecar. But for the video trainings, 
those will be directly in the show notes on the episode page so you can go 
there. All right, everyone. I hope you have a wonderful week and holiday 
season. I will see you next week. Bye.
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