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THE ALEXANDRA CRISTIN FOUNDATION
MICROGRANT 2022 CYCLE

The Alexandra Cristin Foundation was founded in 2021 to support the 
educational and professional pursuits of women and girls impacted by 
the pandemic. Over the course of its first year, the foundation increased 
its available support to include mental health resources and provided 
ongoing support for those recipients in 2022. 

In 2022, The Alexandra Cristin Foundation opened a 
second cycle of microgrants. This cycle was created 
specifically for female entrepreneurs who would use 
the funds to cover business expenses, furthering the 
foundation’s goal of empowering entrepreneurs from 
diverse backgrounds.

The Alexandra Cristin Foundation intentionally chose to support women 
already invested in their own entrepreneurial journey. Recipients will be 
supported through continued mentorship opportunities in the years to come. 

BACKGROUND

2022 CYCLE SNAPSHOT

1,000
applications were 
received in 3 weeks from 
all 50 states ranging in 
ages 15 to 80 

The application 
window opened in 

March
2022

was awarded to 25 
recipients who 
demonstrated impressive 
dedication and creativity.

$2,500



RECIPIENT HIGHLIGHTS

Akua
“

Akua is a mother of three and applied for The 
Alexandra Cristin Foundation’s 2022 cycle 
on behalf of her 12-year-old daughter, Dionna. 

”

Dionna has always been very strong-willed and sure about what she wants—and 
doesn’t want—to do. I noticed early on that she was inclined towards hair, and she’s 
good at it. When I saw a lead for The Alexandra Cristin Foundation on Instagram, I decided 
to apply on Dionna’s behalf because I wanted her to remain encouraged and inspired to pursue 
her interests.

Our goal is to use the funds to develop an edge control hair product, which is some-
thing Dionna uses on a regular basis. She has a lot of knowledge about which edge 
controls are good or which ones are pasty or turn white. It’s a product that’s in big demand 
so I thought it would be a good thing for her to begin her entrepreneurial journey with and 
market as a teenager. 

Hopefully by the time she’s an adult she can be well known enough to pursue the ultimate 
goal, which is opening up a hair salon and spa specifically for kids. Dionna is working towards 
that goal already, learning how to shampoo, blow dry, braid down hair, add beads—she’s 
learning how a salon and shop works and regularly practicing the skills she already has. 

We have not yet used the funds we received from The Alexandra Cristin Foundation. 
I have a lot of ideas and information about how to proceed, but I want to make sure that 
I’m making the best decisions when it comes to things like a business bank account, 
license, or tax ID number, so I’m waiting on guidance from Alexandra and her team.

I’d like to express my appreciation and gratitude to The Alexandra Cristin Foundation 
for awarding us this grant to pursue Dionna’s ideas and creativity. I think it’s paramount 
that this has happened at the age that she currently is. It will help keep her excited as 
she grows. At school you learn many things about adulthood and they aren’t always the 
most exciting aspects of getting older. But having something that we can talk about 
together and look at benchmarks outside of school—I think that will be pivotal to her 
development and self-esteem as she becomes a teenager. I’m so grateful she was 
afforded this opportunity.

”



RECIPIENT HIGHLIGHTS

One of the many reasons I created my brand Mixed Sprinkles was to be the representation I wish 
I had growing up. The lack of representation in size, skin tone, and gender inclusivity, and the 
general need for diversity within the fashion industry, is what inspired me to create my own brand.

I studied fashion design in college, and even what was taught in the classroom was how 
to create a ‘standard size’. I decided to take what I was knowledgeable about and join it 
with my personal pain points to design garments that best compliment the modern 
woman’s shape as she moves confidently in her purpose.

I am using the funds I received from the ACF grant to help meet my startup savings goal 
of $10,000, which will allow me to produce and promote my first signature Mixed 
Sprinkles piece. Since receiving the grant, I am over 80% of the way to my goal!

Being able to connect with Alex and receive this grant means the world to me. Seeing 
how successful she’s been by being who she is, a 
curvier woman herself, it inspires me to keep going 
and not feel like I have to fit in a cookie cutter shape of 
what ‘successful’ means.

And the name Mixed Sprinkles is about just that: it’s a way 
of celebrating diversity and rejecting any standard placed 
on what being a woman should look like. I think in a way 
we’re all like Mixed Sprinkles. Although we’re all beautiful, 
bright and bold, as individuals we’re all still different!

It feels really validating to be able to bring to life 
something that I know I wanted growing up. Following 
through on your purpose is really important because 
who knows who needs that right now to become the 
person they want to be.

“

”

Colette Colette is a fashion designer based out of Chicago who is 
passionate about size-inclusivity and diversity within the fashion 
industry. She is the founder of a new brand called Mixed Sprinkles®. As 
a way to introduce her clothing brand to her target audience and uplift 
women, Colette launched a Woman empowerment campaign under 
her brand called HerStory which you can find at mixedsprinkles.com

After receiving her grant from The Alexandra Cristin 
Foundation, Colette reached out to Alex over Instagram 
to meet in person. They have since formed an organic 
mentorship relationship, encouraging the foundation to 
increase mentorship capacities for all recipients.

Colette



RECIPIENT HIGHLIGHTS

KaDarra
“

”

KaDarra is an innovative DE&I consultant 
in the process of launching her own firm, 
Flo Time.

I created Flo Time to provide supplier diversity consulting services and promote the utilization 
of underrepresented businesses—primarily Black owned businesses—in the marketplace. 

I used the funds I received from The Alexandra Cristin Foundation to purchase a branding 
package that would represent my business professionally. Having high-quality design is critical 
in my network, and I want my branding to look like the message I am selling, so creating a 
brand image was high priority in laying the groundwork to secure future business.  

It’s difficult to win financial support when you are launching. Having Alex invest in my business 
gave me confidence in my entrepreneurial journey as I was taking the risk of leaving a role that 
was no longer serving me. Alex's support was also tangible as it provided the resource I needed 
to execute my business idea as I imagined and saw fit. I was financially bleeding at the time, 
and I truly needed the funding to establish a branding presence that could drive more funding, 
marketing, and potential business.

I am grateful to have been a recipient of this grant and I plan to pay the blessing forward.



RECIPIENT HIGHLIGHTS

Dia
“

”

Dia is health care worker in Michigan who 
followed her internal drive to pursue a career 
change and recently started a balloon art 
business with her two sisters. 

Follow Dia and her sisters’ growing business 
on Instagram @bloomsnballoons.mi

When COVID hit, the world changed, 
and especially in healthcare. There were 
staffing shortages, the system became 
so strange, and I experienced a lot of 
burnout. I went to college for my career 
and, in my mind, I thought I did everything 
right—so why did I feel so disposable? 

For the first time, I thought: What if I 
did a job that I would actually have 
fun with? 

I’m a loyal customer of Glam Seamless, 
so that’s how I found out about The Alexandra Cristin Foundation. I read Alex’s story and felt so 
inspired by the way she has gone after what she wants, even when it’s a sharp turn from what 
she was doing before. I think the most encouraging thing about working with this foundation is 
how it normalizes a career change at our age. My sisters and I are all in our 30s, and we’re starting 
something new from the ground up. But what I’ve learned from Alex’s journey is the power of 
starting small and growing from there. 

I’m so grateful to have been a recipient of this grant. The funding came at the perfect 
time, allowing us to start up and purchase items for our business. Working in Michigan, 
our peak business months are in the spring and summer. The money helped us to jump 
start last year, and then we had good business in the spring and summer, allowing us to 
reinvest funds back into our business this year. 

Our goals for the year ahead are to grow customer base and make the business 
profitable year-round instead of seasonally. Last year, we worked about 50 events, 
including baby showers, bridal parties, birthdays, and graduations. This year we want to 
exceed 50 events, and I’m confident we will. 



One thing I really like about what The Alexandra Cristin Foundation is doing that I 
don’t see others doing is that they offer support to an age group of women that often 
gets overlooked. A lot of grants and prizes tend to go to the younger applicants. So I 
think it’s really important to look at women in the different phases of their life, when 
they might not be able to do something for themselves because of other 
commitments, and give them a chance to do something they’ve always wanted to do.

– Leslie Lai 
social impact executive & consultant, 

founding board member for
The Alexandra Cristin Foundation

ZOOMING OUT:  IMPACT OVER TIME           

“ ”
What The Alexandra Cristin Foundation is offering is incredibly important. It’s not 
just helping someone organize themselves around how to do a payroll or how to gain 
confidence in their product; you’re often going up against intergenerational 
challenges. And The Alexandra Cristin Foundation knows that if you want to make a 
deep change, you actually have to focus on a smaller group of people. You have to 
think smaller when you’re going after a goal this impactful.

– Dr. Belisa
clinical Psychologist, program expert for

The Alexandra Cristin Foundation

“ ”

The Alexandra Cristin Foundation launched in 2021 as a response to the widespread 
need COVID-19 brought to light. In its inaugural cycle, 1,223 applications were received 
in 3 weeks from all 50 states and ranging in age from 15 to 73. The foundation gave a 
total of $100,000 to 40 girls and women who demonstrated financial need and 
entrepreneurial ambition, offering mentorship, training, and wellness resources in 
addition to funds to help them move forward in their education and careers. 

Each year that The Alexandra Cristin Foundation awards new grants, recipients are 
welcomed into a growing community of entrepreneurs who receive mentorship and 
relational support as they continue their pursuits. 

In light of this truth, The Alexandra Cristin 
Foundation has temporarily decreased 
the number of grant recipients to develop 
a sustainable mentorship model that will 
support entrepreneurs over many years. 



LOOKING AHEAD:  DEEPENING 
IMPACT THROUGH MENTORSHIP

Everyone knows you need money as capital to start 
almost anything you want to do, but money itself is 
not enough. You need people who have had real 
experience in what you’re doing to guide you 
through decisions you’re making. Mentorship plays 
a huge role in exposing people to industries or ideas 
they may not have known, and just getting that leg 
up to be successful in whatever they choose to do.

– Leslie Lai 

“
”

I think it’s important to remember that when 
you’re touching one person like this, it really 
goes beyond what’s in front of you. So you can 
say I’m helping one woman, or 25 women, but 
in reality, the impact ripples to reach family, 
roommates, friends. It’s never just one person.

– Dr. Belisa

“ ”

When asked in their application, 

100%
of the 2022 recipients expressed a desire 
to receive personal and professional 
mentorship through the foundation. 
The Alexandra Cristin Foundation is 
responding to this need by expanding 
its mentorship capacities in 2023.



”

A NOTE FROM ALEXANDRA

I am deeply honored to be part of these and 
many more amazing women’s lives through 
The Alexandra Cristin Foundation. I started 
this foundation to give determined women 
of all ages opportunities to aspire, grow, and 
succeed, and the response from women so 
far has surpassed my wildest dreams. 

My own entrepreneurial journey had an 
unconventional start, and it gave me an 
unwavering belief in human ability and resil-
ience. I was born into a low-income, single 
mother household, and many of the oppor-
tunities that my peers had were not readily 
available to me. But with $1,500, the support 
of others, and a determined spirit, I was able 
to become the successful entrepreneur I am 
now, doing what I love every day.

Right now, I am at a unique place in my career. I recently sold my company Glam Seamless 
and have been giving myself time: time to dream and recenter around my next business 
endeavor, and time to spend with my daughter. At this pivotal moment in my own life, it felt 
fitting to invest in the lives of other female entrepreneurs who find themselves at a turning 
point—whether it’s taking long term ambitions to the next level, paving the way for needed 
career change, or helping a child freely pursue their passions.

I have been so inspired by the stories I’ve heard from everyone who applied to the 2022 
Microgrant Cycle, and I look forward to following those stories for years to come. In the year 
ahead, I will be working with my team to further develop the mentorship side of The Alexan-
dra Cristin Foundation. I know how important long-term mentorship is when you’re 
running after your goals, and I am committed to walking alongside every grant recipient as 
they bring their dreams to life.

I want to thank everyone who has applied to and followed The Alexandra Cristin Foundation 
over the past two years. I am encouraged by the growth I’ve seen in the lives we’ve directly 
supported so far, and I look forward to deepening that investment in the year ahead.   

                                In gratitude,

Alexandra
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