
THE TASTING PANEL
This month’s box is a celebration of the superb brewing scene in the 

North of England!

Marble Berimbolo
A delicious new beer from the godfathers of the northern craft brewing scene and 
the first of a new series of hop-focused cans for 2018. This dry-hopped blonde ale 
features bucket loads of Enigma, Amarillo and Mosaic hops for a punchy, tropical 
berry and citrus fuelled beer with the bitterness dialled right back.

Buxton AXE^X
Another absolute stalwart of the scene, Buxton have been producing some of the 
very best beer in the country for years now, but in the last couple of years their beers 
have shot into the stratosphere. This is a very modern, New England-inspired take 
on their classic Axe Edge. The dry-hopping has been doubled whilst 20% oats have 
been added to the grist, all rounded off with the IBUs being taken right down.

Magic Rock Botany of Desire
These guys have been absolutely smashing it since up scaling a couple of years back, 
not just with the quality of their core offering, but with big-hitting special releases like 
this one. Brewed partially as a homage to Bell’s Hopslam, this double IPA uses British 
heather honey in the boil. This is, however, a softer, hazy beer than its US inspiration.

Cloudwater IPA Chinook Citra
Let’s face it, there was no way we could do a northern-focused beer club without 
featuring one of Cloudwater’s superb IPAs. This IPA features new season Chinook in 
the dry hop, backed up by Citra. It was then fermented with ‘London Fog’ yeast for 
a touch of residual sweetness, rich body and some delicious tropical fruit esters on 
the back-end. This is absolutely what Cloudwater do best and why they receive the 
accolades they do.

Northern Monk x Whiplash x Burnt Mill Green Eyed Monster
Brewed as part of their patrons Project series of special release beers (PP 6.05), this 
is a thoroughly modern take on a gluten-free beer. This DDH pale ale was brewed 
using Oats, Maize, Sorghum & Dextrose in place of the malted barley you’d expect, 
and the results are incredible. You can taste the unique character these heritage 
grains give to the beer, but this is still every bit a classic hop monster of a beer.
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Track/Fuerst Wiacek Ouki IPA
Track have always had a fantastic reputation locally, but recently the brewery is getting 
national attention. On the one hand, everyone loves their pale ale, Sonoma, on cask. 
But their specials aregetting more and more noteworthy too. Another brewery just 
bubbling under the surface at Germany’s Fuerst Wiacek – a gypsy brewer that has 
already worked with some of the UK’s best. In Track they found a partner all too 
willing to make a stupidly drinkable, soft stone fruity NEIPA.

Wylam x North Brewing x Track x Dry & Bitter In Every Dream Home a Heartache
Wylam are another one that have been quietly making great beer for years, then 
suddenly blew up into one of the UKs most highly regarded breweries off of the back 
of these can special releases. This sour mash DDH IPA is an absolute triumph of 
flavour, plus it is brewed in collaboration with two other breweries also featured in 
this club.

North Brewing Transmission IPA
A well-made West Coast IPA is a bit of a rarity at the moment, so when you do find 
one this delicious you need to shout about it. Bitter and pithy with bags of grapefruit 
and lemon zest notes, all layered over more fresh citrus, pine resin and biscuity a 
malty base. This is crisp, refreshing and zesty – everything you want in this kind of 
beer.

Atom Vortex
Based in Hull, Atom are true scientists to the point that they regularly collaborate 
with the local university on projects. Their core range of beers are all incredibly 
accomplished and the new, canned specials are very exciting. Vortex is their most 
recent release. This big, bold double IPA is full of tropical flavours and stone fruit 
notes, but doesn’t fall all the way into the New England style, maintaining a well 
balanced bitterness to a beer of this ABV.

Black Iris x Twisted Barrel Ride the Lightning
In the grand scheme of things, Black Iris are relative new kids on the northern scene, 
but they are flying the flag for Nottingham in all its glory. This collaborative brew is 
a New Zealand-hopped wheat beer brewed with Twisted Barrel from Coventry. It’s 
bright and tropical with a nice pepperiness underneath from the hops, then rounded 
off with a delicious wheat beer character. A very accomplished beer all round.
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