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Transfer this onto your piece of lino.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Sketch out your design.  
Take into account practical 
matters, such as the 
dimensions of your paper – 
the rabbits, for example, 
are standard postcard size.  
Be mindful of contrasting 
black and white areas, and 
textured versus plain areas.  
Try to achieve a good 
balance between these.  

3.  Transfer your design.  
Turn the tracing paper 
over and place it onto your 
lino.  Tape your lino into 
place with masking tape to 
ensure nothing shifts while 
you’re transferring it.  If it 
shifts, you will never be 
able to match it up again.   

2. Tracing. 
 Trace your design using a 
dark pencil.   

4.  Highlight your Design 
Go over your pencil lines 
with a waterproof marker 
such as a ‘Sharpie’ 
marker. 



5.  How to Cut.  
 The important thing to 
remember is that that the 
areas your remove from 
the lino will not print.  
What you leave behind will 
be printed up.  This means 
that you have to think in 
reverse.  

 
 Be very careful not to 
over-cut and remove too 
much lino.  This makes it 
flat and uninteresting.  
Also, avoid cutting through 
any important inter-
connecting lines.  On the 
finished print, you’ll see 
that I accidentally cut off 
one of the sleeping 
rabbit’s ears where it joins 
onto the head!   

6. Cut out your Design 
Cut out the main subject 
first.  Carefully go round 
the outside and inside 
lines of the design first 
with the 1mm tool.  Then 
cut out the inner part, 
creating texture and 
contrast as you go.  Use 
small tools on detailed 
areas, larger tools to clear 
large parts. 



7.  Check your Progress 
One useful way of 
checking your progress is 
to use a bingo marker.  
Colour the area you have 
just been cutting, lay a 
scrap sheet of paper on 
top, and take rubbing with 
an old spoon or your fist. 

8.  Prepare your Inks 
With your design cut out, 
you’re now ready to print!  
Prepare your inks.  Make 
sure you have enough of 
the colour you are using 
for the size of your print 
run.  Roll out a thin film of 
ink. 

9.  Ink up your lino   
Roll the roller through the 
film of ink one way until it 
is loaded with ink.  Roll it 
onto the lino one way.  
Make sure the lino has a 
thin sticky film of ink all 
over it. 



10. Print your Linocut 
If using a press:  slot your 
lino into place on a 
registration board.  
Carefully lay your paper 
over the lino.  Place 
packing materials (such as 
newspaper and card) on 
top and roll the press 
over.  You may need to 
experiment until you get 
the pressure correct. 
 
If hand-printing:  slot your 
lino into place on a 
registration board and 
carefully lay your paper 
over the lino.  Burnish the 
back of the paper by 
rubbing it with a spoon. 

11. The Great Reveal 
It’s time for the great 
reveal!  Slowly lift the 
paper up from one corner.  
If the ink is patchy, 
replace the paper and 
have another go with the 
press/spoon. 

12. Blot Print 
Using tissue or scrap 
paper, blot the print to 
remove any excess ink.  
Hang it up to dry.  Edition 
your prints.  If you print 
10, number each one as 
being a series of 10 – e.g. 
1/10, 2/10…10/10. 



 
THE FINISHED PRINT! 



 
 

Linocutting – Tools and Materials 
 

 
Lino 
I use Japanese linoleum which is very smooth and cuts like butter.  It’s blue on one 
side and green on the other, but there’s no difference between either side as far as 
I can see.  Alternatively, you can buy standard grey lino, but I think this is much 
harder to cut. 
 
Tools 
You can buy a very cheap lino cutting handle and individual tool heads you can 
screw into the handle.  However, I would strongly recommend buying at least one 
of the Swiss cutting tools (available from Intaglio Printmakers).  If you buy the 1mm 
tool, and supplement this with a cheap handled tool, you’ll be able to create all 
sorts of lino cuts.  Or you can treat yourself to a full set of high quality lino cutting 
tools.  I have been amazed at the range of cuts you can make every time I’ve 
bought a new tool.  It’s very true that a crafts person is only as good as their tools. 
 
Once you’ve bought your tools, you also need to buy a leather strop and some 
honing paste to keep your tools sharp.  It’s really important to sharpen your tools 
every time before you start cutting and about once an hour while you’re creating 
your lino cut. 
 
Inks 
I use oil-based relief inks which are dispensed with the use of a ‘DIY gun’.  
Sometimes they come out a bit thick, so I’d recommend cutting them with plate oil.  
Another useful mixer is extender, which extends the life of your inks.  For mixing 
colours or other substances, you will need to purchase a few palette knives. 
 
You can also buy water based inks – these may be easier to use if you’re doing hand 
printing. 
 
Rollers 
You can buy plastic rollers, and these are perfectly suitable for printing up small 
lino cuts such as a card.  I bit the bullet and invested a lot of money in ‘Durathene’ 
rollers. They cost a fortune, but produce a lovely coverage of ink on your lino, and 
will hopefully last years.   
 
Press 
Buying a press is a big decision.  I spent months researching my options on the 
internet, and speaking to other printmakers, before deciding to invest in an old 
proofing press.  I would strongly recommend using your local printmaker’s studio to 
find out more about lino cutting and the kinds of presses available.  The facilities 
available at the DCA Print Studio are excellent, and I was happy to travel through 
to use their presses. 
 
For years, I would do small prints simply by using a spoon.  Ink up your lino, lay a 
piece of paper on top, and burnish the back of the paper with the bowl part of a 



spoon.  I’ve never used one, but you can also buy a Japanese ‘baren’ for this 
purpose. 
 
Paper 
You can have great fun experimenting with paper.  Try coloured paper, hand-made 
paper, wrapping paper, paper from old books, old maps, tissue paper, fabric even.  
You can also experiment with different artist’s papers – I frequently use ‘Heritage’ 
paper or Japanese printing papers. 
 
Cleaning 
If you’re using oil based inks, you’ll need lots and lots of vegetable oil and lots of 
rags to clean up.  You can degrease everything with a product such as Citronella. 
 
 
 

 
Linocutting – Suppliers 

 
 
Intaglio Printmakers – I buy my lino, Swiss cutting tools, inks, mixers and palette 
knives from here. 
http://www.intaglioprintmaker.co.uk/ 
 
Lawrence Art Materials – I bought my rollers from here. 
http://www.lawrence.co.uk/acatalog/Printmaking.html 
 
R K Burts – They sell some wonderful papers. 
http://www.rkburt.com/ 
 


