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Gallery walls are awesome for showcasing family or travel pics, inspirational
quotes and art, etc.  However, they can be a little intimidating if you’ve never put
one together.  This guide will have you hanging art and photos for your gallery
wall like a pro in no time.

Kraft paper or wrapping paper (the back of it - the ones with grid marks are
perfect if you have it)
Painter's tape or any other wall safe tape (Scotch has a good one)
Hammer and nails
Screwdriver, screws and drywall plugs (these are a better option if you are
hanging heavy items)
Measuring tape

STEP 1 - GET YOUR SUPPLIES READY

Get your art and photo frames ready (preferably with all the photos/artwork
already inserted inside) so that when you’re laying things out you’ll have a
better visual sense have how things are going to look once they’re up on the
wall.
 
Once you have everything ready, roll out the Kraft paper or wrapping paper
on your floor and tape down the edges so that the paper doesn’t try to roll
up on you.

STEP 2 - PREPARE ART, PHOTOS & OTHER ITEMS

Next, grab your art, photo frames and whatever else it is that you’re going to
be hanging up and start placing them out on the paper until you have
created a pleasing arrangement. You can create an arrangement using
items that are all the same size and colour or with art, frames, etc. of
different colours, shapes and sizes – the choice is yours. Try a few
arrangements to see which one you like best. Take a photo each time so
that you can review the arrangement from a different perspective before
committing your final design.

STEP 3 - CREATE YOUR GALLERY WALL ARRANGEMENT
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If you're using frames and art of different size, shape and colour, then make
sure you make a conscious effort to achieve balance.  For example, don’t
group all the same coloured or sized items together. Instead, spread them
out so that the design doesn’t look lopsided or heavy in one area and skimpy
in another.

PRO TIP #1

When using various sized frames or objects, start with your largest item first
and build the design around it. It's easiest to do it this way because it helps
to create a focal point for the arrangement.

PRO TIP #2

Make sure to place your gallery wall items so that they are no closer than 1”
between each other and no greater than 6” away from
each other.  If you place them too close, the design will look cramped. If you
place them too far, the design will feel disconnected.  Allowing 2” to 3”
between each piece is optimal.

PRO TIP #3

Once you've decided on your favourite gallery wall arrangement, trace all
the art, photo frames and other items (if applicable) out onto the
Kraft/wrapping paper. Then, tape the arrangement up onto the wall where
you plan to put it. If you like how the arrangement looks, you’re all ready to
proceed to the next step.  If you don’t like the arrangement, then cut each
traced element out and move the pieces around on the wall until you have a
design that you're happy with.

STEP 4 - TRACE THE ARRANGEMENT
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When deciding the vertical placement of your gallery wall, keep the general
rule of 57” on centre in mind.  What does that mean? Basically, it means you
want to hang your art, photo frames or gallery grouping so that the vertical
centre is 57” off the ground. 57” is the average eye level for most people and
therefore is an ideal reference point for hanging art and photos. This
standard applies to almost every size of art so you can rely on it pretty well.
That said, if your family and the people that you spend the most time with
are quite a bit taller than the average person, you have a little bit of leeway.
You can hang things a few inches higher if you desire, but as a general rule
of thumb 57” on centre is a great place to start.

PRO TIP #1

Measure the height of your art (or in this case gallery grouping) from top to
bottom. In this example, we'll say the grouping is 27” high.
 
Next, divide the height of your art or your gallery grouping by two. 27”
divided by 2 is 13.5”.
 
Now add 13.5” to 57” to determine where the VERTICAL center of where the
art or gallery grouping should hang. 13.5” + 57” is 70.5”. Therefore, the art or
gallery grouping is going to be hung so that the top of the art/gallery
grouping is at 70.5" off the floor. This will ensure that the vertical centre lies
at 57”off the floor.

57" ON CENTRE CALCULATION EXAMPLE57" ON CENTRE CALCULATION EXAMPLE
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While you’ve got your Kraft paper/wrapping paper up on the wall, measure
the placement of the hanging hardware on the back of each of the art
pieces, photo frames, etc.  Mark the placement on the Kraft/wrapping paper
and poke the nail or screw right through the paper so that when you tear the
paper away, you know exactly where to place your nails or screws.  For
example, in the arrangement we’ve been discussing, we know that the top
of the grouping will be hung at 70.5” off the floor.  If the hanging hardware on
the back of the top part of the photo frame is taut at 2” down from the top of
the frame, you know that you can place your nail/screw at 68.5” off the floor
(70.5” – 2” = 68.5”).  Continue this process for each piece in your gallery wall.

STEP 5 - MARK YOUR NAIL OR SCREW PLACEMENT

The last step is to implement all the details and create your gallery wall.  An
extra set of eyes and hands are helpful at this time, but you can certainly
accomplish the task on your own if you have the patience. Remove the
Kraft/wrapping paper from your wall and install your nails or screws
into where you the poked the holes from the previous step.
 
Hang your art, photos frames and other items onto the nails/screws, step
back and enjoy what you've created. :)

STEP 6 - EXECUTE

Please note that these templates are examples of what you can create with
your gallery wall.  Purchase individual frames or (if you're nervous) buy a
gallery wall set to use for your first design. I've provided links to a few sets in
the following pages. Note that I may get a small commission if you purchase
from these links, but there is no additional cost to you). I've provided
templates examples to use with sets and/or individual pieces, whichever is
your preference. Use these templates for guide purposes only. Be creative,
add your own style and have fun!

SAMPLE TEMPLATES ON THE FOLLOWING PAGESSAMPLE TEMPLATES ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES
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The GRID gallery wall template is best for people that like symmetrical design. 
Neat, tidy, organized people with just a smidge of OCD are most apt to prefer

this template design.

WHO'S IT FOR

DESIGN STYLE

The GRID template is perfect for modern contemporary, transitional, minimalist
or traditional design styles.

NO FAIL SET

12-Piece Matted Picture Frame Set

All frames 

12" x 12"
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The CONTAINER gallery wall template is best for people that like symmetrical
design, but they are more laid back when it comes to ensuring everything is

perfect.  People that favour comfort over precision prefer this template design.

WHO'S IT FOR

DESIGN STYLE

The CONTAINER template is perfect for farmhouse, coastal, transitional or
scandinavian design styles.

NO FAIL SET

7-Piece Matted Picture Frame Set

Note: spacing between frames is approximately 3"

14" x 7" 14" x 7"11" x 14"

8" x 10"8" x 10"
8" x 8" 8" x 8"
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Shop for frames that appeal to you to create this design. Feel free to change out
the frame sizes.  Use this as a guideline for your creation.

EXAMPLE FROM ORANGETREE INTERIORS

Note: spacing between frames is approximately 4"

36" x 24"

36" x 24"7" x 14"

7" x 14"

16" x 20"

16" x 20"
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Shop for frames that appeal to you to create this design. Feel free to change out
the frame sizes.  Use this as a guideline for your creation.

EXAMPLE FROM ORANGETREE INTERIORS

Note: spacing between frames is approximately 4"

16" x 12"

7" x 5" 

7" x 5" 

5" x 7" 5" x 7"

5" x 7"5" x 7"

5" x 7"

5" x 7"

5" x 7"

8" x 10" 

10" x 8" 

10" x 8" 

10" x 8" 

10" x 8" 

18" x 24" 
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The PUZZLE gallery wall template is best for people that value individualism.
People that choose this design template typically opt for unique frames, art and

perhaps some 3D objects. They like to carefully curate everything for their
gallery wall design.

WHO'S IT FOR

DESIGN STYLE

The PUZZLE template works well with eclectic, boho, transitional or farmhouse
design styles.

NO FAIL SET

10-Piece Portrait Frame Set

11" x 14"

14" x 11"

14" x 11" 14" x 11"

8" x 10"

5" x 7"

5" x 7"

5" x 7"

5" x 5"

8" x 8"

Note: spacing between frames is approximately 1" to 4"
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Shop for frames that appeal to you to create this design. Feel free to change out
the frame sizes.  Use this as a guideline for your creation.

EXAMPLE FROM ORANGETREE INTERIORS

7" x 14"

14" x  7"

12" x 12"

7" x 5"

8" x 10"

9" x 12"

5" x 7"
4" x 6"

5" x 3.5"

8" x 8"

Note: spacing between frames is approximately 1" to 4"

14" x  7"

8" x 8"

7" x 14"

18" x 24"

4" x 6"

6" x 4"

5" x 7"

12" x 9"

12" x 16"

12" x 9"

6" x 4"

10" x 8"


