
BRAVE SOULS The Able Seaman GSM 2016

VINE YA RD
 
Sourced from different vineyards, located in Trial Hill,  Western Ridge, Nuriootpa and Light Pass of the 
Barossa Valley, different soils, aspects and microclimates contribute to this vibrant wine, with good 
length and tannin profile.  The vine age ranges from 15 years to up to 100 years +. After a tough growing 
season, the vines developed modest but well balanced canopies with below average yields. Upon 
veraison an extended period of milder conditions prevailed, together with timely rainfall, ensuring a slow 
ripening process. As a result excellent flavour and tannin ripeness was achieved.
 

WINEMAKING
 
The Grenache was predominantly destemmed, with a small amount of whole bunch contribution. Both, 
Shiraz and Mourvedre, were fully destemmed. Extended skin contact ranging from 16 to 25 days with 
gentle extraction of tannins from a combination of pump overs and manual plunging. Natural and 
cultured yeast were used. Upon completion of the ferment Grenache and Mourvedre were left on skins 
for a further 4-6 days until the cap submerged. For malo and elevage a mixture of old and new oak was 
used. Wine spent 16 months in barrel.  
The diversity of fermentation techniques, together with the vineyard selection, assisted in building 
complexity and layers of flavour within the blended wine.
 

 TASTING N OTE S
 
Grenache 45%, Shiraz 29%, Mourvedre 26% 
This blend aims for vibrant cherry aromatic flavours of the Grenache, with the Shiraz providing mid 
palate richness and flesh. Mourvedre extends the length of the palate, offering supporting tannins and a 
contrasting savoury finish. 
Crimson in colour, the wine displays youthful vibrant hues. The nose showcases lifted cherry and brood-
ing dark chocholate notes, that are intertwined with subtle dried herb nuances.
A layered palate of vibrant dark cherry and fleshy black berry fruits dominate. Soft and silky tannins 
endure the length of the well-balanced palate, that finishes with subtle savoury and spicy undertones.


