
 
 

Quill Productions Veterinary Services 
Manor Farm, Pulham, Dorset, DT2 7EE | 01258 818239 | www.quillproductions.co.uk 

Quill Productions Veterinary Services registered premises number: 7289741.  
Quill Productions is a division of Crocker Enterprises Ltd. Company Registration number: 5697837  

Game Bird & Poultry Health Fact Sheet 

Coccidia – Cocci 

What is it? 

Coccidia is an intra-cellular parasite that affects the intestinal tract of birds. It is frequently known as 

Cocci (pronounced Coxy).  This disease is correctly termed Coccidiosis.  

The infective stage of the parasite is known as an Oocyst. 

Coccidia is a common disease and of huge significance to the game bird and poultry industry as it can 

cause serious economic losses.  

Coccidia is host specific, meaning each species of coccidia will only infect one species of animal or bird. 

So, coccidia affecting your partridge, will not affect your pheasants.  

Coccidia is also site-specific, meaning that different species of coccidia will colonise specific parts of 

the intestinal tract. There are several species of Cocci and more than one may be present in the guts 

at any one time.  Some species of Cocci are more damaging than others and so cause different degrees 

of damage.  

Due to the hard ‘shell’ of oocysts, they are able to survive in the environment particularly well and so 

are hard to eradicate. Birds become infected by ingesting oocysts from the environment as they 

consume contaminated feed/water and via their natural pecking behaviour.  The life cycle of coccidia 

can be as short as 5-7days, so infections can replicate very fast in left unchecked. 

The progression and severity of the infection depends on the amount of oocysts in the environment, 

the host’s immune status and the species of Cocci.   

Due to the nature of oocyst survival, and the nature of the environment in which we rear and place 

our birds, it can be expected that birds will experience some sort of Cocci challenge.  It is possible for 

a bird to develop immunity if they are exposed to a low level of Cocci continuously.  However, it is an 

opportunistic parasite and so any stress/concurrent disease which challenges the birds will hinder this 

immunity and the Coccidiosis then multiplies rapidly and causes more damage.  This may be why it 

can be common to see Coccidiosis alongside infections such as Hexamita.  It also means that stresses 

such as bitting or catching can exacerbate an infection as the stress to the birds lowers the immunity. 

We don’t necessarily know why but partridge are very susceptible to coccidia and large amounts of 

sudden deaths can be observed. 

Symptoms / Clinical Signs 

The most common clinical signs reported for coccidia are depression and diarrhoea, this can be bloody 

in certain cases.  
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Other clinical signs include: 

 Depression, birds look lethargic, have ruffled feathers, and often huddle in groups. Don’t 

forget this gut damage is painful! 

 Diarrhoea, this can vary in appearance from loose to frothyReduced appetite, several people 

also report infected birds ‘kick out’ feed 

 Poor quality birds in appearance and unevenness  

 Reduced water consumption  

 Deaths 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diagnosis 

Diagnosis can be confirmed by your veterinary surgeon.  On post mortems the intestines can be 

assessed for signs of parasitic damage and gut scrapes examined under the microscope can help to 

identify the oocysts themselves.  Faeces samples can be tested for the presence of oocysts and worm 

eggs, however speak to your veterinary surgeon first  as interpretation needs experience. 

 

Treatment 

Should Coccidiosis be diagnosed, the vet can prescribe the appropriate medication for your birds.   A 

response to treatment is always a great, reassuring way of knowing you birds have recovered however 

in certain situations it is advisable to repeat tests to monitor the infection burden.  Your vet can discuss 

this with you.   

Blood in the caecum (part of the 

intestine) cause by a species of 

Coccidiosis 
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Prevention 

As we have mentioned it is very difficult to prevent your birds coming into contact with coccidia, 

however, there are measures you can take to help reduce the challenge on your birds to allow them 

to develop some immunity to the parasite.  

 Ammonia based disinfectants can be used in the shed or pens to destroy the oocysts. Oocysts 

can survive up to a year in the environment and live in all the nooks and crannies so a thorough 

clean and disinfection is essential 

 Supporting your birds with products such as ‘Quill Lyte Plus’ or ‘Quill Boost Tonic’ (depending 

on age and challenges to your birds) can help to support the immune system and therefore 

fend off any infections during times of stress 

 The use of water sanitisers such as ‘Hydrocare’ and ‘Intra Aqua Acid’ promote good gut health 

which can help to prevent infections taking hold. Birds suffering from coccidia are also prone 

to secondary infections so having clean water can greatly reduce the chance of infections 

occurring 

 Hygiene in and around the drinkers and feeders is very important. Warm, damp, or wet 

conditions are perfect for coccidial oocysts to survive and become infectious .  Products such 

as ‘Ultra Dri’ are very useful in these areas as coccidial oocysts do not survive well in very dry 

conditions.    

 Avoid overstocking housing and pens 

  Providing birds with nipple drinkers, raising their feed off the ground and providing anti-

scratch rings can greatly reduce the possibility of your birds ingesting infected water or feed 

 Coccidiostats are products that affect the growth and reproduction of the parasite in the 

intestinal tracts of birds. These can be administered in the feed. The aim of this is the allow 

the birds to develop an immunity to coccidia before release 

 Avoid re-using pens where coccidia has been confirmed. This can be difficult, so if you do 

suffer from a Coccidiosis challenge then cleaning and disinfection is very important. Power 

washing and using a cleaner such as Intra Power Foam or Shift followed by a disinfectant such 

as Kilcox Extra is recommended to cleanse the shed or pens.   For outdoor areas, hygiene and 

keeping the ground as dry as possible is essential 

 Biosecurity between pens and sheds is essential to prevent the spread of coccidia.  The oocysts 

can be transferred by animals and people and so spread of infection is so easy.  Consider the 

use of foot dips on entrance to sheds/pens 

 

If your birds do suffer from a diagnosed cocci infection then ensuring your birds get back to good 

health as soon as possible is very important. Providing products such as Quill Boost (pheasants, 

pigeons) or Nutrimix (poultry) will help replenish lost electrolytes and also help repair their gut lining 

and provide good gut health again 
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Coccidiosis viewed under a microscope 
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