


Place me like a seal over your heart, like a seal on your arm; 
for love is as strong as death, its jealousy unyielding as the 

grave.  It burns like blazing fire, like a mighty flame.  7 Many 
waters cannot quench love; rivers cannot wash it away. If 

one were to give all the wealth of his house for love, it 
would be utterly scorned.

NIV Song of Songs 8:6-7 



Authorship and Date 

This is by all accounts, one of the most mysterious and most beautiful 
books in the Bible.  But due to its mysterious quality, it has provoked 
debate for centuries as to how the book should be interpreted. 

The Song of Songs, strictly speaking, should not be classified as 
wisdom literature.  Its dominant form is love poetry, not instruction 
or debate.  It likely became connected to Solomon and came within 
the wisdom circles and was studied alongside the other literature 
that constitutes the wisdom corpus.  But, by recognizing love and 
marriage as gifts from God and a norm for life, the book falls into the 
ethos of the wisdom literature.  On the whole, the Song of Song 
emphasizes the values which are primary in wisdom thought.



Authorship and Date 

The discussion of authorship begins with the book's 
superscription in 1:1: 

NIV Song of Solomon 1:1 Solomon's Song of Songs.
ֹמ0ְׁשִלרֶׁ֥שֲאםיִ֖ריִּׁשַהריִׁ֥ש הֽ

Firstly, in Hebrew this is the typical way of expressing the 
superlative.  Other examples are:
• Holy of Holies (Ex. 26:33)
• Vanity of vanities (Ecc. 1:2)
• Slave of slaves (Gen. 9:25)

This then, is Solomon's best song.



Authorship and Date 

The preposition le  that is connected to Solomon's name (ִל)
can be understood in a number of ways: 

• To Solomon - the book is dedicated to Solomon
• By Solomon - written by Solomon
• Concerning Solomon - Solomon as the main subject of 

the book
• Solomonic - meaning that the book is part of the 

literature considered to be in the tradition of 
Solomonic wisdom 



Authorship and Date 

There is little doubt that traditionally, the book was understood 
to be written by Solomon.  The Middrash Rabbah, for instance, 
talks of the three main contributions of Solomon - Song of Songs, 
Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes - as belonging to three phases of life.  
It explains it this way:

"when a man is young he composes songs; when he 
grows older he makes sententious remarks; and when he 
becomes an old man he speaks of the vanity of things." 

Therefore, the Song is thought to be composed by Solomon in his 
youth, not only when his sexual energy was high, but also before 
his apostasy, which was motivated in large part by his lust. 



Authorship and Date

Some of the internal evidence for Solomonic authorship is: 

1. The name of Solomon appears six times in the book 
(1:5; 3:7, 9, 11; 8:11, 12).

2. Verse 1:9 refers to the chariots of Pharaoh.  Solomon 
relied heavily on horses from Egypt (1 Kings 10:28).

3. The luxury, affluence, and international trade speaks 
of the Solomonic era.

4. Solomon wrote many songs (1 Kings 4:32).
5. Though not a wisdom book technically, its inclusion is 

likely due to its relationship to its author, Israel's 
purveyor of the wisdom genre; Solomon.



Authorship and Date 

The arguments against his authorship are as follows: 

1. The relative pronoun ser (who, which) in the title 
when se is used in the book.

2. Solomon is spoken of in the second and third persons, 
not first.

3. The tone and subject matter is unsuitable for 
Solomon.  Song of Songs extols an exclusive, 
committed relationship while Solomon's reputation 
here is dubious at best.

4. The Hebrew is Mishnaic, not biblical.
5. There are Aramaisms as well as Greek and Persian loan 

words.



As concerns dating, acceptance of Solomonic authorships 
rests the book in the tenth century B.C. 

Early Jewish tradition from the Babylonian Talmud 
attributed the Songs to Hezekiah and his scribes around 
700 B.C. 

Many scholars place the Songs to a very late date in the 
history of Israel.  But as Estes writes; "no one as yet has 
argued convincingly enough to produce a consensus about 
who wrote Song of Songs, and when. 



An interesting school of thought that has been forwarded is that the 
Song of Songs may have been authored by a woman poet.  One of the 
factors of this view is that the woman's voice dominates the Song.  
Some of the arguments for a female author are: 

1. Out of one hundred and seventeen verses in the Song, 
the woman speaks sixty-one and a half of them.

2. If not an exclusive female composition, then it is 
possible that a woman co-authored sections.  
Reasoning here states that sections are so feminine 
that a male could hardly imitate their tone and texture 
successfully.



An interesting school of thought that has been forwarded is that the 
Song of Songs may have been authored by a woman poet.  One of the 
factors of this view is that the woman's voice dominates the Song.  
Some of the arguments for a female author are: 

3. There are references to women singing in the Scriptures (2 
Sam 1:20, 24; Jer 9:17, 20; Ezek 32:16) as well as quotations 
from their songs (Judges 5; 1 Sam 18:6-7).  Therefore, it is not 
outside the realm of possibility that this is part of the long 
tradition of women singing and what we have here is a 
"recording" of that material.

4. Others hold to female authorship because it would be natural 
for Solomon, the great lover of women, to bring female 
singers into his court for him to enjoy the best of Israelite love 
poetry. 



Setting and Purpose 

As with the issues of authorship and dating, the setting of 
the book has been an issue of argumentation for 
centuries. 

Most hold that the setting for the book is the celebration 
at a marriage feast.  Twenty-four of the thirty-nine units 
that divide the book refer to aspects of an Israelite 
wedding. 

Others are more cautious; yet attribute parts of the book 
to the marriage feast, all to varying degrees of 
acceptance. 



Setting and Purpose 

Regardless of what the original setting of the book, commentators 
agree that the collection of love poems that predominate the book 
find themselves applicable to any setting which may be associated 
with the relationship of lovers. 

For most, who hold to a literal interpretation of the book, 
the most obvious purpose is that it extols the richness of 
human erotic love as a gift from God. 



Setting and Purpose 

There are some commentators who argue strenuously 
that the Song even celebrates and champions sexual 
expression outside the bonds of marriage.  The key is in 
understanding the setting of 4:1-5:1.  If this passage is in 
fact representing the wedding of the couple, then a 
strong exegetical case can be made and sustained for 
the book being a celebration of sexual intimacy within 
the marriage covenant. 



The purposes of the book are the following: 

1. An instruction and celebration of the physical nature of 
human beings created male and female by God. 

2. It extols the God-ordained goodness and virtue of 
sexual love between a man and woman united in 
marriage. 

3. It views sexuality through "Edenic glasses"- like an 
extended commentary of Genesis 1 and 2. 

4. It serves as an antidote against the perversion of 
sexuality and decay of the institution of marriage. 



The purposes of the book are the following: 

5. Though sexuality is important for the procreation of the 
human race, the Song indicates that sexual intimacy
enjoyed by husband and wife is appropriate in themselves 
for mutual joy and pleasure and for the growth and 
enrichment of the relationship (6:2-3; 7:10-13; 8:1-3). 

6. It affirms the virtue of chastity for young lovers (4:12; 6:3; 
7:10-13; 8:10).

7. The love demonstrated in the Song exudes integrity, 
loyalty, commitment, and faithfulness (4:12-16; 7:11-14; 8:10-
12).  



The purposes of the book are the following: 

8. It celebrates virtuous romance, rather than 
simple sexual expression.

9. It serves as a picture of covenantal love, 
with strong parallels to the love that God 
has for His people. (cf. Eph 5:21-33).  


