


Handling the Wisdom Literature has often been 
an area of contention for many believers.  How 
do we apply this genre of proverbial literature to 
the present world in which we live?  Here are 
some general principles.

They are not:

1. Law
2. Promises

Though, not "Law" per se, yet both "torah" and "wisdom" 
have significant parallels as matters that must be preserved as 
instructions for the next generation; notice the similarities 
between Deuteronomy 6:6-9 and Proverbs. 



Important Note!
"Torah" here is seen as "instruction," Proverbs 3:1, 

the word "teaching" there is "torah." 





How, then do we handle the 
apparent promises?

1. Hebrew perception 
2. Prescriptive vs. descriptive



The following are some general principles for 
handling proverbs: 

1. Proverbs are often parabolic, i.e. figurative, 
pointing beyond themselves.

2. Proverbs are intensely practical, not 
theoretically theological.

3. Proverbs are worded to be memorable, not 
technically precise.

4. Proverbs are not designed to support selfish 
behaviour - rather, the opposite.

5. Proverbs often need translating into our 
culture.



The following are some general principles for 
handling proverbs: 

6. Proverbs are not guarantees from God, rather 
they are guidelines for behaviour.

7. Proverbs may use various forms of figurative 
language.

8. Proverbs are not exhaustive in their coverage.
9. Rightly used, they will provide practical advice

for daily living. 



How do we apply the principles outlined above 
to the following proverbs? 

NIV Proverbs 16:3 Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and 
your plans will succeed.

NIV Proverbs 22:26 Do not be a man who strikes hands in pledge 
or puts up security for debts; 27 if you lack the means to pay, 

your very bed will be snatched from under you.

Discussion Point



The Gospel writers portray Jesus as a Wise Sage; mimicking the 
portrait that is depicted in the Book of Proverbs (see Matt 7:24; 11:19; 12:42; 13:52; 
Luke 16:8).

NIV Matthew 7:24 "Therefore everyone who hears these words of 
mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his 

house on the rock.

NIV Matthew 11:19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and 
they say, 'Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 

collectors and "sinners." 'But wisdom is proved right by her 
actions."

Discussion Point



The Gospel writers portray Jesus as a Wise Sage; mimicking the 
portrait that is depicted in the Book of Proverbs (see Matt 7:24; 11:19; 12:42; 13:52; 
Luke 16:8).

NIV Matthew 12:42 The Queen of the South will rise at the 
judgment with this generation and condemn it; for she came from 
the ends of the earth to listen to Solomon's wisdom, and now one 

greater than Solomon is here.

NIV Luke 2:40 And the child grew and became strong; he was filled 
with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him.

Discussion Point



Contrasts between the wise and the foolish: 

1. Helps others w/ good advice Lacks judgment
2. Enjoys wisdom Enjoys foolishness
3. Cautious with reason Gullible
4. - Avoids the wise
5. Seeks knowledge Feeds on foolishness
6. Values wisdom above riches
7. Receives life Receives punishment
8. Responds to correction Responds to punishment
9. Pursues wisdom Pursues illusive dreams
10. - Blames failure on God
11. Profits from correction An example to others

Wise                                                                    Foolish



Contrasts between the wise and the foolish: 

12. - Proud and arrogant
13. - Scorns good advice
14. - Makes truth useless
15. - Repeats folly
16. Trusts in Wisdom Trusts in self
17. Controls anger Unleashes anger
18. Admired as counselors Beaten as servants
19. Rewarded with knowledge Inherits folly
20. - Causes strife and quarrels
21. - Receives no honour
22. Keeps peace Sirs up anger

Wise                                                                    Foolish



Contrasts between the wise and the foolish: 

23. Stays on straight paths Goes the wrong way
24. - Lashes out when discovered
25. - Endangered by own words
26. Wisdom conquers others’ strengths
27. Avoids wicked paths Walks a troublesome path
28. Has great advice
29. - Never chosen as counselor
30. - Must be guided by hardship
31. - Persists in foolishness

Wise                                                                    Foolish











The Role of Parental Discipline in Proverbs? 

NIV Proverbs 3:11-12 My son, do not despise the LORD's discipline 
and do not resent his rebuke, 12 because the LORD disciplines 

those he loves, as a father the son he delights in.

NIV Proverbs 4:3-6 When I was a boy in my father's house, still 
tender, and an only child of my mother, 4 he taught me and said, 
"Lay hold of my words with all your heart; keep my commands 

and you will live. 5 Get wisdom, get understanding; do not forget 
my words or swerve from them. 6 Do not forsake wisdom, and 

she will protect you; love her, and she will watch over you. 

Discussion Point



The Role of Parental Discipline in Proverbs? 

NIV Proverbs 5:21-23 For a man's ways are in full view of the 
LORD, and he examines all his paths. 22 The evil deeds of a 

wicked man ensnare him; the cords of his sin hold him fast. 23 He 
will die for lack of discipline, led astray by his own great folly.

NIV Proverbs 13:24 He who spares the rod hates his son, but he 
who loves him is careful to discipline him.

NIV Proverbs 14:26 He who fears the LORD has a secure fortress, 
and for his children it will be a refuge. 

Discussion Point



The Role of Parental Discipline in Proverbs? 

NIV Proverbs 15:5 A fool spurns his father's discipline, but 
whoever heeds correction shows prudence.

NIV Proverbs 19:18 Discipline your son, for in that there is hope; 
do not be a willing party to his death.

NIV Proverbs 20:7 The righteous man leads a blameless life; 
blessed are his children after him.

NIV Proverbs 20:11 Even a child is known by his actions, by 
whether his conduct is pure and right.

Discussion Point



The Role of Parental Discipline in Proverbs? 

NIV Proverbs 22:6 Train a child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not turn from it.

NIV Proverbs 22:15 Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but 
the rod of discipline will drive it far from him.

NIV Proverbs 23:13 Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you 
punish him with the rod, he will not die.

NIV Proverbs 29:17 Discipline your son, and he will give you 
peace; he will bring delight to your soul. 

Discussion Point


