


God gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight, and a 
breadth of understanding as measureless as the sand on the 
seashore. 30 Solomon's wisdom was greater than the wisdom 
of all the men of the East, and greater than all the wisdom of 
Egypt. 31 He was wiser than any other man, including Ethan 
the Ezrahite-- wiser than Heman, Calcol and Darda, the sons of 
Mahol. And his fame spread to all the surrounding nations. 32

He spoke three thousand proverbs and his songs numbered a 
thousand and five. 33 He described plant life, from the cedar 
of Lebanon to the hyssop that grows out of walls. He also 
taught about animals and birds, reptiles and fish. 34 Men of all 
nations came to listen to Solomon's wisdom, sent by all the 
kings of the world, who had heard of his wisdom. (NIV 1 Kings 
4:29-34)



1-9 The Proverbs of Solomon, son of David, King of 
Israel

10:1-22:16 The Proverbs of Solomon

22:17-24:22 The Sayings of the Wise

24:23-34 More Sayings of the Wise

25-29 More Proverbs of Solomon transcribed by the men 
of Hezekiah

30 The Sayings of Agur

31 The Sayings of Lemuel



The opening verse of the book introduces it as a 
work of Solomon.

• The Babylonian Talmud tractate, the Baba Batra, 
refers to the book being edited by the “men of 
Hezekiah.”

• The book also attributes sections to Hezekiah (25:1); 
Agur (30:1); and Lemuel (31:1).

• Waltke, though recognizing the validity of the book 
being edited at a later date, gives strong arguments 
validating the authorship or compiling of the book by 
Solomon (Chapters 1-29). 



Just as Moses is linked to the Torah, so is Solomon linked 
to the wisdom literature.  (see 1 Kings 4:29-34).  He is 
depicted in the historical narratives as the patron of 

Israel’s wisdom tradition. 



The dating of the book is problematic due to the 
nature of its composition.  Most, if not all 
scholars affirm an editor of the book’s final form.  
This is primarily seen as happening during the 
Persian period (540 B.C. – 332 B.C.), though the 
book itself was authored during the pre-exilic 
period. 

Therefore, holding to the priority of Solomon, we 
recognize a tenth century dating for the book, with 
additions being made into the time of Hezekiah (715-686 
B.C.) and perhaps beyond. 



Waltke quotes Howard who summarizes the 
process wonderfully when he writes: 

The inspired editor mediated the proverbs and sayings, 
which were originally addressed 
to historical narrates such as Ithiel and to the universal 
covenant community, the implied readers, and the Holy 
Spirit sanctioned the book as canonical.  More 
specifically, according to the book’s preamble it is 
addressed to gullible youths (1:4) and wise children (1:5, 
8) to enable them to attain wisdom and be safeguarded 
against the world-and-life views of the impious and 
unethical in any age. 


