


Job
He believes that his calamity is from God, yet there is no clear cause
and effect correlation.  This in essence smacks against his integrity, 
which was introduced in the prologue as a characteristic recognized 
by God.  For Job to confess to sins not actually committed would be 
occasion to lose his integrity; something he values more than life 
itself.  His speeches then, are often pleas for the right to defend
himself before God. 

Job serves as an example to the unfairness of life.  All along he 
vehemently defends himself, especially when everything in the 
human realm seems in direct opposition to his claims.  By all 
human accounting, and by the presuppositions of the four 
"comforters," Job had to be either deluded or lying outright. 



Job 
Job also addresses a key dilemma of theology.  Estes presents an 
observation from McCann concerning this issue: 

It seems that human beings, including those who explicitly 
identify themselves as God's people, have an inevitable propensity 
to want to tame God, to contain God in neat and tidy retributional
schemes-in short to turn theology into anthropology.  For this is 
precisely what the traditional theory of retribution does.  
Ironically, in attempting to assert God's sovereignty, it removes 
the necessity of talking about God at all, since everything is really 
determined finally by human behavior.  God loses His freedom, 
and it simply becomes impossible to speak of anything like grace -
a major dilemma! 



Job 

Job's integrity is validated by his humility and 
repentance when God finally arrives in the 
closing chapters of the book. 



God
Yahweh is the key figure in the story.  He initiates it by calling 
attention to Job.  It was not Satan that brought Job into the 
discussion, yet in the end the tables were turned completely.

With regards to the question, "Where is wisdom found?"  The 
answer is in God only.  By the end, God had silenced all the voices 
that were insisting that he explain himself to them.  What begins 
as an apparent theodicy (where humans put God on trial insisting 
He explain His actions), turns out to be a deep theology on the 
nature of God and His relationship to His creatures.  God ends up 
putting the human beings on trial; a trial that is mitigated on the 
fact of whether or not God will be trusted even though no 
immediate benefits are forthcoming. 



God

This leads to the second question on whether one 
will serve God without benefit gets answered with 
a resounding yes!

In the end, God corrects Job and puts the situation into 
perspective, but also vindicates Job over the apparent 
"wisdom" of his friends. 



"O earth, do not cover my blood; may my cry never be laid to 
rest! 19 Even now my witness is in heaven; my advocate is on 
high. 20 My intercessor is my friend as my eyes pour out tears 
to God; 21 on behalf of a man he pleads with God as a man 
pleads for his friend. 22 "Only a few years will pass before I go 
on the journey of no return.

NIV Job 16:18-22



"But where can wisdom be found? Where does understanding dwell? 13 Man 
does not comprehend its worth; it cannot be found in the land of the living. 14
The deep says, 'It is not in me'; the sea says, 'It is not with me.' 15 It cannot be 
bought with the finest gold, nor can its price be weighed in silver. 16 It cannot 
be bought with the gold of Ophir, with precious onyx or sapphires. 17 Neither 
gold nor crystal can compare with it, nor can it be had for jewels of gold. 18
Coral and jasper are not worthy of mention; the price of wisdom is beyond 
rubies. 19 The topaz of Cush cannot compare with it; it cannot be bought with 
pure gold. 20 "Where then does wisdom come from? Where does 
understanding dwell? 21 It is hidden from the eyes of every living thing, 
concealed even from the birds of the air. 22 Destruction and Death say, 'Only a 
rumor of it has reached our ears.' 23 God understands the way to it and he 
alone knows where it dwells, 24 for he views the ends of the earth and sees 
everything under the heavens. 25 When he established the force of the wind 
and measured out the waters, 26 when he made a decree for the rain and a 
path for the thunderstorm, 27 then he looked at wisdom and appraised it; he 
confirmed it and tested it. 28 And he said to man, 'The fear of the Lord-- that is 
wisdom, and to shun evil is understanding.'" 

NIV Job 28:12-28 



Then Job replied to the LORD: 2 "I know that you can do all things; no 
plan of yours can be thwarted. 3 You asked, 'Who is this that obscures 
my counsel without knowledge?' Surely I spoke of things I did not 
understand, things too wonderful for me to know. 4 "You said, 'Listen 
now, and I will speak; I will question you, and you shall answer me.' 5
My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you. 6 Therefore 
I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes." 7 After the LORD had 
said these things to Job, he said to Eliphaz the Temanite, "I am angry 
with you and your two friends, because you have not spoken of me 
what is right, as my servant Job has. 

NIV Job 42:1-7 



Summary

The author of Job sets his theology in the context of 
suffering, refusing to resolve the problem of evil by insisting 
on rigid retribution, or diminishing God's goodness, or 
reducing God's power, the book leaves this problem squarely 
in the mysteries of God that cannot be discerned by finite 
human minds. 



Summary 

God’s answer to Job does not explain why righteous people 
suffer, because the cosmos is not designed to prevent 
righteous people from suffering. Job questioned God’s 
design, and God responded that Job had insufficient 
knowledge to do so. Job questioned God’s justice, and God 
responded that Job needs to trust him, and that he should 
not arrogantly think that God can be domesticated to 
conform to Job’s feeble perceptions of how the cosmos 
should run. God asks for trust, not understanding, and states 
the cosmos is founded on his wisdom, not his justice. 



Summary 
Job is a classic examination of the problems of evil and human 
suffering. Its conclusion is that people can understand only what 
God chooses to reveal to them (Job 28:20–28).

In doing so, the Book of Job directs us back to God, all the while 
demonstrating the inadequacy of human wisdom, or philosophical 
meanderings that do not find their roots in a reverent "Fear of 
God."


