


Setting and Purpose 

Another debatable issue concerning Job is its 
setting.  The physical location for Uz ranges 
from Egypt, Arabia, Edom, to Israel.  Due to 
parallel language of Lamentations 4:21, and that 
proper names in Job are drawn from the 
genealogy of Esau in Genesis 36 have led some 
to suggest Edom as the backdrop of the story.



Setting and Purpose 

Others yet argue for somewhere in Northern Arabia 
(adjacent to Edom).  Some of the reasons are: 

1. The LXX refers to it as the land of Aisitai, a people 
whom Ptolemy (the geographer) locates in the 
Arabian desert next to Edom.

2. Eliphaz came from Edom (Teman).
3. Elihu came from the Buzites, where it is believed 

they lived in NE Arabia near Babylon. 



Setting and Purpose 

It would appear that Uz was somewhere south and 
east of Israel. 

What is significant to note is that the setting of the 
book may well have been a deliberate attempt to 
present the problem of evil in general terms by 
placing the story in a non-Israelite setting. 



Setting and Purpose 

The Book of Job does not explicitly state its purpose, 
though clues are found throughout the text.  Estes lists 
the following: 

1. To challenge the mistaken notion that personal sin is 
always the cause of suffering.

2. To explore the human limitations in probing the issue 
of divine justice. 

3. To reveal that God, as sovereign ruler of the universe, 
is free and beyond human comprehension. 

4. To explore the nature of the divine-human
relationship. 



The Nature of Job 

Job reflects on the universal scope of Old Testament 
wisdom - probing the deepest theological and 
philosophical questions. 

Job, in relation to other literature of its genre from 
the Ancient Near East towers above them in terms of 
its depth and breadth.   Apart from its literary 
excellence, its theological contributions and insights 
have been celebrated throughout the ages.



The Nature of Job 

The issues raised by the book are some of the most 
profound and difficult of human existence.  In order to 
wrestle through these the author frames the story in the 
context of suffering; thereby stripping away anything 
that would impede the questions from gaining our full 
and undivided attention. 

There are two questions that are crucial for 
understanding the nature of the book which help to 
frame the various events, speeches, and dialogues. 



The first question comes in the form of a 
challenge by Satan: 

NIV Job 1:9 "Does Job fear God for nothing?" Satan replied.

The second question is one that the author himself 
asks: 

NIV Job 28:12 "But where can wisdom be found? Where does 
understanding dwell? (see also 28:20)



The Nature of Job 

The issue that is raised by this question is this: As creatures 
endowed with creaturely wisdom, are the godly willing to live 
within the bounds of creaturely wisdom (which is to be one 
who "fears God and shuns evil," 1:8; 2:3; 28:28), or will they 
demand to participate as equals in God's wisdom? 

Therefore, these two issues will dominate the various 
speeches that will bring these matters to the fore; issues that 
at the core question how to reconcile undeserved suffering 
with a God who is both almighty and just. 



Satan (or "The Satan")

He plays the crucial role of "putting God on trial."  Here, his 
fundamental character and nature as an accuser is fully exploited as 
he attempts to call into question the integrity of humans such as 
Job who seek to live honorable lives before God.  In other words, 
Satan is relying on the human tendency towards selfishness. 

As the prologue demonstrates, one source of suffering is the 
malicious activity of Satan.  Undoubtedly suffering is one 
weapon Satan uses to destroy the faith of God's people.



Satan (or "The Satan") 

Job's wife acts as the mouthpiece of Satan on earth when she 
admonishes her husband to "Curse God, and die" (2:9).   What is 
telling is Job's response, which seems to imply that her distraught
and grief has prompted her to act somewhat out of character.  Her 
actions then, serve as a kind of validation for Satan's accusation to 
God; that once divine blessing is removed, his creatures will respond 
in hostility. 



Satan (or "The Satan") 

Satan's questioning of Job's character also serves to point an 
accusing finger toward God.  Satan is accusing God of 
overprotecting Job which shields his true character and preempts
any degree of personal accountability.  Satan therefore is accusing 
God of affording Job and his family special protection and affecting 
their prosperity.  God does not refute these charges. 



Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar 

These three friends of Job portray the purveyors of "conventional" 
wisdom.  They are often appalled at Job's insistence of his innocence
that they accuse him of blasphemy.

In their unbending theological arguments, suffering is the 
result of human sin, therefore, there is no such thing as 
undeserved suffering.  Job, then, should own up and confess 
his sin so that he will be restored. 

Their incorrect advice and conclusions serve as a foil 
for God's truth. 



Elihu 

He plays the role of the overconfidence of youth who consider 
themselves wiser than their elders. 

Ironically, even though he covers similar arguments of Job's 
three friends, he makes an additional point; that beyond 
Job's deserved punishment there is a chastening value to 
such punishment that Job ought to be willing to accept. 


