


The Epilogue of Ecclesiastes:

The epilogue presents the key twist - because the pessimistic theology 
of the book is not the concluding voice. 

• Both Job and Ecclesiastes can be compared here
• All commentators recognize an opening prologue and a closing section 

that frame in the body of both texts.
• Both books contain dubious teaching when judged alongside other 

Scripture
• For instance, the arguments of the three friends, Elihu, and even Job 

concerning the reasons for his suffering are too narrow in their 
understanding; therefore, all of them misunderstand God's relationship 
to Job.

• Not that everything they say is wrong, but much of what they say is out 
of step with the divine perspective revealed at the end of the book.



One of the great fallacies of our modern culture is the 
relegating of the past and the wisdom of the ages to the 

heap pile of insignificance and uselessness.  This is especially 
true in the way that the Bible is treated today.  Yet, a Book 

such as Ecclesiastes demonstrates the power of Scripture to 
communicate the essential truths about life that need to be 

asked and answered in light of faith and reason. 



Kreeft gives seven reasons why Ecclesiastes is a "modern" 
book, because of its ability to speak to the very heart of the 
modern issues we face. 

1. It is an existential book, a book about human existence.
2. It show's modernity's greatest fear. 
3. It shares the best and the worst of the modern mind.
4. It answers the question about the meaning of life. 
5. It challenges hedonism.
6. It speaks to a secularized world.
7. It challenges how we understand truth.    



Because the modern world does not have answers to the 
biggest and most obvious questions of all, they participate in 
what Kreeft calls, The Five Ways to Hide an Elephant:  

1. Diversion.
2. Propaganda.
3. Indifference.
4. The pursuit of happiness.
5. Subjectivism.     



Discussion Point: How Are We to Understand 
Qohelet's Theology of God? 



As you enter the house of God, keep your ears open and your mouth shut. 
It is evil to make mindless offerings to God. 2 Don’t make rash promises, 

and don’t be hasty in bringing matters before God. After all, God is in 
heaven, and you are here on earth. So let your words be few. 3 Too much 

activity gives you restless dreams; too many words make you a fool. 
4 When you make a promise to God, don’t delay in following through, for 
God takes no pleasure in fools. Keep all the promises you make to him. 5 It 
is better to say nothing than to make a promise and not keep it. 6 Don’t let 
your mouth make you sin. And don’t defend yourself by telling the Temple 

messenger that the promise you made was a mistake. That would make 
God angry, and he might wipe out everything you have achieved. 7 Talk is 

cheap, like daydreams and other useless activities. Fear God instead. 
(Ecc. 5:1-7 NLT)



10 Those who love money will never have enough. How meaningless to think that 
wealth brings true happiness! 11 The more you have, the more people come to help 

you spend it. So what good is wealth—except perhaps to watch it slip through 
your fingers!

12 People who work hard sleep well, whether they eat little or much. But the rich 
seldom get a good night’s sleep.

13 There is another serious problem I have seen under the sun. Hoarding riches 
harms the saver. 14 Money is put into risky investments that turn sour, and 

everything is lost. In the end, there is nothing left to pass on to one’s children. 15 We 
all come to the end of our lives as naked and empty-handed as on the day we were 

born. We can’t take our riches with us.
16 And this, too, is a very serious problem. People leave this world no better off 

than when they came. All their hard work is for nothing—like working for the wind. 
17 Throughout their lives, they live under a cloud—frustrated, discouraged, and 

angry. (Ecc. 5:10-17 NLT)



18 Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he will reveal 
to us later. 19 For all creation is waiting eagerly for that future day when 
God will reveal who his children really are. 20 Against its will, all creation 
was subjected to God’s curse. But with eager hope, 21 the creation looks 
forward to the day when it will join God’s children in glorious freedom 

from death and decay. (Romans 8:18-21 NLT)

What is the relationship between 
Ecclesiastes and this passage in Romans? 


