


I thought to myself, "Look, I have grown and increased in 
wisdom more than anyone who has ruled over Jerusalem 
before me; I have experienced much of wisdom and 
knowledge." 17 Then I applied myself to the understanding of 
wisdom, and also of madness and folly, but I learned that 
this, too, is a chasing after the wind. 18 For with much wisdom 
comes much sorrow; the more knowledge, the more grief. 

NIV Ecclesiastes 1:16-18



Authorship and Date

The title of the book is derived from the 
opening verse of the book, 

The words of the Teacher, son of David, king in 
Jerusalem: (NIV Ecclesiastes 1:1) 

The Hebrew word here for "teacher" is תֶלֶֹ֔הק - Qohelet.  It comes 
from the root "to assemble, to gather," and its form in 1:1 is a 
feminine participle.   The name is therefore a title, rather than a 
proper name, which has led some commentators to suggest that the 
author envisioned in this book is a teacher who has convened people 
in order to instruct them.



Authorship and Date 

The English title comes to us by way of the 
Septuagint (ekklesiastes), and the Vulgate (Liber 
Ecclesiastes). 

Traditional Jewish and Christian interpreters have 
claimed that the author of the book was Solomon, 
yet that conclusion has been rejected by almost 
every scholar since the seventeenth century.



Some of the arguments levied against Solomon as 
author are: 

1. The book only indirectly infers Solomon as author, as opposed 
to the direct statements of Solomon authorship given in 
Proverbs 1:1; 10:1; 25:1.

2. Ecc 1:16 becomes an awkward statement for Solomon to make.

I thought to myself, "Look, I have grown and increased in 
wisdom more than anyone who has ruled over Jerusalem 

before me; I have experienced much of wisdom and 
knowledge."



Some of the arguments levied against Solomon as 
author are: 

3. Ecc. 3:16 and 5:8 concerns corrupt rulers and suggest that the 
author is powerless to correct them; a surprising statement if 
Solomon the king was speaking.  (See also 4:1-3 and 10:20.  The 
association between Qohelet and Solomon is only inferred in 
the first three chapters but completely disappears in the 
remainder of the book, making the connection between 
Solomon and the king more tenuous).  



Some of the arguments levied against Solomon as 
author are: 

4. Some see the statement in 2:12 as evidence of someone other 
than Solomon. 

Then I turned my thoughts to consider wisdom, and also 
madness and folly. What more can the king's successor do 

than what has already been done?



Some of the arguments in favour of Solomon as author 
are: 

1. The heading found in 1:1, "son of David, king in 
Jerusalem."

2. The ethos of the first two chapters is that of 
Solomon, in that he possessed unrivaled wisdom 
(1:16), ample opportunities for sensual pleasure (2:3), 
extensive building activities (2:4-6), and unequaled 
wealth (2:8).  Those who support Solomon would 
argue that no one would have had the breadth of 
experience in these matters like Solomon in order to 
be able to write on them with any authority.



Some, like Tremper Longman III posits that a person, 
calling himself "Qohelet," uses the persona of Solomon 
in order to demonstrate that if Solomon cannot find 
satisfaction and meaning in life in these areas, then no 
one can. 

Whoever the author was, he was a keen observer of life 
and enjoyed a moderate position of affluence and 
privilege in Israel. 



The following arguments are presented for the dating of 
the book. 

1. Ancient Near Eastern Wisdom literature which 
corresponds to the biblical wisdom books are from 
this period (Sumer, Babylon, Egypt).

2. Linguistic similarities to Aramaic which ties it to 
Phoenicia and Syria; two nations that Solomon 
maintained relations with.

3. The absence of Hebrew vowels, suggesting at least a 
date prior to the 8th century when final vowel letters 
first appeared.

The 10th Century B.C.- During the time of Solomon



1. The similarities found in other late date biblical 
books, i.e., Daniel, Esther, Ezra, and Nehemiah.  

2. The implied commercial economy parallels the 
prophetic concerns of Malachi.

Circa 5th Century B.C. - During the Persian Period 



1. The book presupposes a time of great economic activity 
and social turmoil which fits this time period.

2. Several examples of late words and grammatical features 
that were transitional forms of post biblical Hebrew.

3. The autonomy of individual reason was prevalent in Greek 
philosophy and Qohelet adapts this tenet.

4. The features of the Solomonic persona in 1:12-2:11 parallels 
the activities and luxuries of the Hellenistic courts. 

The 3rd Century B.C. and Earlier - The Hellenistic Period 

The latter dating is the majority view of scholars with 
some even contending for the period of 152-145 B.C. for 
composition.



Setting and Purpose 

Many of the arguments that have been put forward 
in the prior section on dating dealt also with the 
matter of setting.  The particular setting of the book 
or the one which is adopted by the reader 
determines the relative dating of the book. 



Setting and Purpose 

Many question why a book like Ecclesiastes is included in 
the canon of Scripture.  Estes gives the following purposes 
that are intrinsic to the book: 

1. It satisfies the basic human hunger to see how the 
totality of life fits into a meaningful pattern. 

2. To challenge the young to reflect on the core issues of life 
and choose to live in surrender to Yahweh. 

3. To demonstrate that life can be ambiguous and enigmatic. 
4. To act as an "apologetic." 

Ecclesiastes offers a philosophical discussion of the 
emptiness of life without God (Eccl. 1:2, 14).


