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Revelation 21 
 
• The Book of Revelation introduces us to the world of apocalyptic literature (The word 

apocalyptic, comes from the Greek word apokalypsis, meaning “revelation” or 
“unveiling”) 

• The Key Features of Apocalyptic Literature 
 

1 Prominent during periods of persecution. 
2 Literature that lifts the veil between heaven and earth – where both exist as a single 

reality. 
3 Characterized by dramatic visions and journeys. 
4 Mediated by angels and/or heavenly figures. 
5 Rich in symbolism and typology. 
6 Stresses God’s rule over a chaotic world-both now and in the future-where God is 

victorious and his people vindicated. 
 
• Revelation 21 (and 22) bring the entire scope of history to its final culmination. Just as 

God created heaven and earth in Genesis 1 and 2, we are now introduced to a new 
heaven and earth. 

• What was marred by the Fall has now been renewed. The plan of God throughout history 
has been slowly moving toward this reality and humanity has been given every 
opportunity to see Jesus as the only means of becoming right with God. 

 
• In the Old Testament, the nation of Israel was the wife of Yahweh by virtue of his 

covenant with her, so the church is the bride of Christ by virtue of his new covenant with 
her. 

 
 
 
 

Introduction 



 2 

 
 
 

 

Revelation 21 Breakdown 
Verse(s) Summary Details 

1-8 The New 
Creation 

• The old heaven and earth are replaced by a new heaven 
and earth 

• It also includes a new Jerusalem and a proclamation 
that God is making all things new again. 

• These verses strike a hard contrast between those who 
are now allowed entrance into the Holy City and those 
who are not. 

• For those who are allowed to enter - God himself will be 
with them, and every pain and anguish experienced in 
this life will be done away with. It is an existence of 
eternal blessings and the ability to drink freely from the 
springs of the water of life. 

• The section ends on verse 8 – a sharp contrast from the 
first 7 verses. It serves as a reminder for those who 
have decided to join forces with the enemy (the Beast) 
that their fate is the second death.  

9-27 The New 
Jerusalem 

• An angel invites John to come see the bride, the wife of 
the Lamb – which is the New Jerusalem 

• The city is described as an enormous cube measuring 
1400 miles in every direction. 

• The city radiates the glory of God having 12 gates 
guarded by 12 angels with each gate having the 
inscription of the twelve tribes of Israel. It also rests of 
12 foundation stones with the names of the 12 apostles. 

• There is in verses 15-21 a description of not only the 
basic geometry of the city but a listing of all the 
precious stones that make up the city. The stones 
compare to the twelve stones on the breastplate of the 
high priest (Ex 28:16-21; 39:9-14). 

• A feature of the city itself is that there is no temple 
because God and the Lamb are its temple. 

• There is also no need for the sun or moon because the 
glory of God and the Lamb is what illuminates the city. 

• The chapter ends by underscoring the prominence and 
prosperity of the city. Gates will never shut because evil 
will no longer exist and there will be perfect security. 

• Only those, written in the Lambs Book of Life will enter. 

The Passage 
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1.  
 
 
2.  
 
 
 
 
Genesis 3 
 
 
Genesis 15 
 
 
Isaiah 53 
 
 
John 3 
 
 
John 20 
 
 
Romans 8 
 
 
Revelation 21 
 

The Lessons – Why is this an important chapter to know and understand? 

Summary 


