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John 20 
 
Every Gospel writer recounts the crucifixion and the resurrection.  As stated by the apostle Paul 
in 1 Corinthians 15:12-19, without the Resurrection of Christ we would all still be lost in our sins 
and the faith we claim would be useless. 
 
John’s account of the Resurrection is intentionally written to reflect his primary purpose for 
writing his Gospel; the need to believe not only in Jesus, but in the reality of the Resurrection. 
 
There is an intentional progression in chapter 20 and the outline of that progression is given 
below. 
 
 
 

John 20 Breakdown 

Verse(s) Summary Details 

1-10 The Empty Tomb 

• Mary Magdalene finds the tomb stone has 
been rolled away. 

• She runs to tell Simon Peter and John. 
• John arrives first but Peter is the first to go 

into the tomb. 
• The linen wrappings were folded neatly, 

including the head wrapping which was folded 
and apart from the other cloths. 

• They ‘believed’ what Jesus had said about 
being raised from the dead. 

Introduction 

The Passage 
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11-18 Jesus Appears to Mary 
Magdalene 

• Mary is left at the tomb when the disciples 
leave. 

• Two angels appear and ask her why she is 
crying? She conveys her grief at Jesus being 
gone, assuming the authorities have removed 
the body. 

• Jesus speaks to her, but she assumes he is the 
gardener. 

• When she does recognize him, she is 
overjoyed and went to tell the other disciples 
that she had seen the Lord. 

19-23 
Jesus Appears to His 
Disciples 

• The disciples are meeting behind closed doors 
for fear of the religious leaders. 

• Jesus appears in their midst, with the message 
of peace. 

• He shows them His wounds and in doing so, 
gives the disciples the Holy Spirit as well as 
their commission to proclaim the Gospel 
message of forgiveness.  

24-29 Jesus Appears to Thomas 

• Thomas was not with the other disciples when 
Jesus appeared and stated he will not believe 
unless he is able to touch Jesus’s wounds 
himself. 

• Jesus again appears to the disciples eight days 
later; this time Thomas is there. 

• Jesus tells Thomas to touch and not be 
faithless any longer. 

• We have no indication in the text that Thomas 
actually touches Jesus, but his proclamation of 
“My Lord, and my God” is powerful. 

• This section concludes with a beatitude from 
Jesus, “Blessed are those who believe without 
seeing me.”  

30-31 Purpose of the Book 

• John concludes the Resurrection narrative 
with a reminder that Jesus did so much more 
than recorded in his book, but what he has 
written has been to prompt people to believe 
in Jesus and through that belief have life by 
His Name. 



 3 

 
 
 
 
1.  
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The Lessons – Why is this an important chapter to know and understand? 


