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John 3 
 
Jesus is now grown and in the midst of his ministry. He is gaining attention for the power of 
his ministry and the people are raising questions concerning Messianic expectations. 
 
In this chapter Jesus encounters a high-ranking Jewish official by the name of Nicodemus, 
and the matters of life and death, heaven and hell, salvation and condemnation are clearly 
spelled out.  
 
 
 

John 3 Breakdown 

Verse(s) Summary Details 

1-21 Nicodemus approaches 
Jesus 

• Nicodemus, a religious leader, comes to Jesus 
at night.  

• He acknowledges Jesus by calling him “Rabbi” 
as well as his signs. For Nicodemus, these 
show that God is with Jesus. 

• A conversation ensues over being “born 
again”. Nicodemus misunderstands Jesus. 

• Jesus explains that the Holy Spirit gives 
spiritual birth, using examples like the wind 
and from the Old Testament when Moses 
lifted up the bronze snake (Numbers 21:8-9). 
This is the first of 3 “lifted up” sayings  

• The key verse, and probably the most popular 
verse in the Bible, is 3:16. 

Introduction 

The Passage 
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• Jesus presents the reality of condemnation 
and judgment, in contrast to salvation and 
eternal life. 

• Jesus, points to himself as the “light” and the 
object of salvation. 

22-36 John the Baptist exalts 
Jesus 

• Following the meeting with Nicodemus, the 
scene changes to the Judean countryside with 
Jesus baptizing (4:2 clarifies that it was Jesus’ 
disciples doing the baptizing). 

• A conflict ensues between those baptizing 
with John the Baptist and Jesus that more are 
going to Jesus to be baptized. 

• John the Baptist acknowledges that Jesus is 
greater, that he comes from “above”, and his 
testimony is true.  

• Verse 36 echoes verse 16 coming this time 
from John the Baptist – “And anyone who 
believes in God’s Son has eternal life. Anyone 
who doesn’t obey the Son will never 
experience eternal life but remains under 
God’s angry judgment.” 

For God The Greatest Being/ Authority 

So loved the world The Greatest Motive 
That He gave His only begotten Son The Greatest Gift 

That whoever Believes in Him The Greatest Invitation 

Should not perish The Greatest Deliverance 

But have everlasting life The Greatest Promise 

The Lessons – Why is this an important chapter to know and understand? 


