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Isaiah 53 
 
The nation of Israel (who are the descendants of Abraham) has long been established and 
the Exodus is a faded memory. They have been sacrificing and living by the statutes of the 
Law for centuries, but theirs is a tragic tale. Their inability to purge themselves of idols and 
disobedience demonstrates that we cannot work our way into favour with God, even 
though they were given every privilege. In this chapter the prophet Isaiah predicts the 
coming of the Suffering Servant, the Messianic figure who will become the culmination of 
the sacrificial system and the agent of salvation. That through his death the promise of God 
blessing the entire world will now come to fruition. 
• There are approximately 80 references in the New Testament from this chapter alone. It 

is the most quoted or alluded Old Testament chapter in the New Testament. 
 

Referent Passage 
He was despised and rejected Luke 13:34; John 1:10–11 
He was stricken by God Matthew 27:46 
He was pierced for our transgressions John 19:34; 1 Peter 2:24 
He became the perfect and ultimate sacrifice for us Hebrews 10:10 
He was sinless, yet bore our sin, in order to make us right with 
God 2 Corinthians 5:21 

He was silent before his accusers Matthew 27:12, 14; 1 Peter 
2:23 

He was crucified between two thieves yet buried in a rich man’s 
tomb Matthew 27:38, 57–60 

In his humiliation and final exaltation, he reconciles humanity 
with God 

Matthew 8:17; Acts 8:30–35; 
Romans 10:15–17; 15:21; 1 
Peter 2:24–25 

He experiences victory over death and his legacy of many 
followers 

Matthew 28; Mark 16; Luke 24; 
John 20; Acts 2:31-36; 11:24;1 
Corinthians 15 
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Isaiah 53 Breakdown 

Verse(s) Summary Details 

52:13-15 The Servant is Exalted 
• The Servant would prosper in the sense of 

fulfilling the purpose to which God called him. 
• His suffering would have worldwide effects. 

53:1-3 The Servant is Despised 
and Rejected 

• He has humble beginnings 
• Nothing in his appearance that would attract 

us 
• A man of sorrows 

4-6 The Servant Wounded 

• The revelation that his sufferings are 
substitutionary, for us. 

• Pierced, crushed, beaten, whipped – for our 
rebellion, so we could be healed. 

• We are sheep gone astray. 

7-9 The Servant Cast Off 

• The sheep metaphor continues but now 
applied to the Servant. 

• Willingly submits to death – and his treatment 
in the hands of others would be unjust. 

• Yet, the Servant is silent amid the suffering. 

10-12 The Servant Satisfied 

• The injustice would not be what it appeared to 
be, but a deliberate act of bringing salvation 
once and for all. 

• The Servant would have many spiritual 
children. 

• Because of his work, the Servant will be 
exalted and victorious. 

The Passage 

The Lessons – Why is this an important chapter to know and understand? 


