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SESSION 8 – CHAPTERS 19-21 
 
PAUL’S THIRD MISSIONARY JOURNEY 
 
19:1-41 – PAUL’S MINISTRY IN EPHESUS 
 

• Ephesus was a prominent center and one of its claims to fame was the Temple of Artemis, 
one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. 
a. Ephesus was considered the birthplace of Artemis, goddess of fertility, nature, the hunt, 

chastity, the moon, and virginity (Roman – Diana).  
b. It was four times the size of the Parthenon in Athens (425’ long X 220’ wide X 60’ high). 

Estimated to hold 25,000 people it was 
probably the largest Greek temple ever built. 

c. There were 127 pillars all of glittering Parian 
marble. 

d. Alexander the Great offered to finance the 
Temple’s completion. 

e. The image of Artemis was an ugly blob of 
mass thought to be an actual meteorite that 
the local’s claim was delivered to them from 
heaven (19:35). 

f. It was rebuilt three times until its final 
destruction in 401 AD.  

g. Some of the columns built into Hagia Sophia 
(a church in Istanbul, Turkey) are thought to 
have been originally part of the Temple of 
Artemis. 

 
 

• Paul comes across believers that prompt him to 
ask whether or not they had received the Spirit? 
It was a baptism of repentance only but soon 
baptized into Christ. 

• We see a pattern repeated here found earlier in 
Acts where an apostle lays hands on believers to 
receive the Spirit (See Acts 8 – Philip in Samaria). The result is another mini-Pentecost (see 
19:6). 

 
 
 

A column-base from the Temple of 
Artemis found in 1869 by J.T. Wood 

(British Museum) 



 2 

• This is the last time that tongues are mentioned in Acts. 
• Paul preaches in the Synagogue until he is forced to leave but continues his ministry in the 

lecture hall of Tyrannus. Much speculation surrounds this venue, but Paul ministers 
unhindered for two years. 

• The result is the Gospel being heard throughout Asia. 
• Many believe Paul wrote 1 Corinthians during this time. 
• Miracles once again accompany Paul’s ministry – handkerchiefs and aprons. Similar to Peter 

(Acts 5:16) and Jesus (Mark 1:21-34; Luke 4:31-37). 
 
 

• This is contrasted to a group of travelling Jews who are casting out evil spirits but are 
confronted by one and beaten badly. 

• Of interest is the evil spirit’s acknowledgment of Jesus and Paul, a recognition of their power 
and authority, over those of the Jewish exorcists. It is dangerous to dabble in the 
supernatural as a spiritual imposter. 

• Again, we can only speculate on the identity of Sceva and/or sons, but their story results in a 
solemn fear throughout the city and the name of Christ glorified. 

• Many repent and bring their books of incantation and sorcery to be burned. Luke makes a 
point of stressing the value – Greek, fifty thousand silver coins/drachmas (representing 
millions in today’s currency). 

• The practice of burning demonstrates an irreversible decision to cast off past beliefs. 
• Verses 21-22 we get a glimpse in what transpires in the remainder of Acts. Paul begins to 

sense the Spirit’s promptings towards Rome, the next major frontier on his itinerary. 
• The Greek implies a moral imperative is welling up in Paul to continue his mission to new 

regions, yet we acknowledge the compulsion is more than just strong human resolve – it is 
the conviction of the Spirit. 

 
 

• The social and economic upheaval results in a backlash against The Way. Demetrius, whose 
livelihood depended on the cult of Artemis, provokes the people to riot. 

• History records at least 33 centers of Artemis worship in the ancient world, with the temple 
in Ephesus being the main worship center. Pausanias (Spartan General – died circa 470 AD) 
writes the Artemis cult was the most followed in the ancient world. 

• Statuettes of the goddess were part of civic ceremonies and are still sold there today. 
• Demetrius is likely more concerned with the financial loss as opposed to his veneration of 

Artemis, but his words do reflect the extent in which Christianity is changing the cultural 
landscape. 

 
 

• The amphitheater – considered the largest in the ancient Greek world – was estimated to 
hold 24,000 people. 

• Though huge, the theater’s acoustics are amazing. A person talking on stage can be clearly 
understood while sitting on the topmost row. 

• Paul is somehow outside the theater and warned not to go in. He likely saw this as an 
opportunity to present the Gospel. 

• The Greek word for assembly in 19:32 is ekklesia, the term often translated as church. 
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• The angry mob chants for two hours, until the mayor calms them and dismisses the crowd by 
presenting a legal option, otherwise, their actions could invite the attention of Rome. 

 

 
 
 
 
20:1-6 – PAUL VISITS MACEDONIA AND GREECE 
 

• This is one of the briefest accounts of Paul’s activities in all of Acts, even though it appears 
much ministry transpired at this time. 

• There are some items to note. 
a. The theme of encouragement is again presented. The Greek parakalesas ranges from: 

i. Instruction 
ii. Appeal 
iii. Affirmation 
iv. Correction 
v. Warning 
vi. To hold one up 

b. Paul’s visit to Macedonia is likely where Paul meets Titus with a report from Corinth, 
prompting Paul to write 2 Corinthians. 

c. The threat upon Paul’s life now appears to be a constant reality. 
d. Luke names a number of Paul’s traveling companions, whom he was mentoring and 

equipping to lead. 
e. Passover is mentioned – literally the days of unleavened bread.  
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f. From 20:5 to the end of Acts, Luke’s narrative reads more like the travel journal of an 
eyewitness. 

 
 
20:7-12 – PAUL’S VISIT TO TROAS 
 

• Pauls’ visit to Troas looks decidedly Christian as opposed to Jewish.  
a. He does not go to a Synagogue, but to the place where believers were meeting. 
b. It is on the first day of the week (Sunday), as opposed to the Sabbath (Saturday) 
c. Sharing in the Lord’s Supper, otherwise known as the Love Feast. 

• The occasion of the meal also serves as a farewell celebration for Paul. 
• Paul raises Eutychus (Greek meaning fortunate), from the dead, and everyone returns to the 

meal and Paul speaks until dawn. The whole matter is treated as matter of fact. 
 
 
20:13-38 – PAUL ‘S VISIT TO MILETUS 
 

• Miletus was 30 miles south of Ephesus on the mainland. Paul is adamant not to return to 
Ephesus but to press on to Jerusalem in time for the Festival of Pentecost. 

• Feast of Pentecost (or Shavuot, Feast of Weeks, Latter First fruits) celebrates the Lord 
blessing the harvest and also the giving of the Ten Commandments on Sinai. It comes 7 
weeks (or 49 days) after the first day of Passover. 

• It is one of the three major feasts on the Jewish calendar – the others being Passover (the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread) and the Feast of Booths (Sukkoth). 

• The address Paul gives to the Ephesian elders is distinctly Pauline and very reminiscent of his 
letters, both in terms of its theology and vocabulary (see 20:18-35). 

• This is significant in light of the fact that nowhere in Acts do we see a reference to Paul’s 
writings. 

 
• Paul refers to the church as God’s people and God’s flock. Paul is intentional in what he 

transmits to the elders, reflecting not only his missionary zeal, but also his pastoral heart. 
• Paul is not afraid to use himself as an example of faithfulness. 
• Paul concludes with a challenge concerning the future responsibilities these elders now 

possess for those in their care. Paul’s main point to them is to guard the truth above all else. 
• Paul’s quotation of Jesus in verse 35 is not found in Scripture and is likely from an oral 

tradition. 
• The affection of the elders to seeing Paul for the last time stands in contrast to the hatred he 

experiences from the Jews, especially as he continues towards Jerusalem. Paul who was 
once an ardent defender of Judaism, is now its main target. 

 
 
21:1-17 – PAUL TRAVELS TO JERUSALEM 
 

• This section mirrors Luke’s account of Jesus’ passion in his Gospel. 
a. Both involve the plotting of the Jews. 
b. Both involved predictions of suffering. 
c. Both resolved to go to Jerusalem despite the warnings. 
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d. Both resigned themselves to God’s will. 
 

• Rhodes is mentioned, the site of one of the seven wonders of the ancient world – The 
Colossus of Rhodes – a 100 ft. statue of Apollo that had been leveled by an earthquake 200 
years earlier. It would take another 600 years for the debris to be cleared. 

• When leaving Tyre, we have another instance of believers kneeling to pray (See 20:36). 
Standing was the traditional posture of prayer, so these passages stress the solemnity by 
which the new community views prayer. 

• Philip has four daughters who have the gift of prophecy. Tradition holds that Philip and his 
daughters later moved to Hieropolis in Asia Minor and gave eyewitness accounts to the early 
church father, Papias. He is known for stating that he preferred the “living voice” to written 
texts. 

• A prophet named Agabus, warns Paul not to return to Jerusalem. A tension is created 
between the prophecy of Agabus and the call of Paul to suffering. 

 
 

 
 
 
21:18-25 – PAUL MEETS WITH THE JERUSALEM CHURCH 
 

• We know from other writings that Paul was delivering a monetary gift to the church (See 
Rom 15:25-27; 1 Cor 16:1-4). Luke seems more intent on relating the ongoing Jewish tensions 
that continue to plague Paul and the early church. 
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• James and the Elders in Jerusalem have a problem before them. Questions arise whether 
Paul is a loyal Jew and whether his mission to the Gentiles is anti-Jewish. The remainder of 
the Book of Acts is essentially Paul refuting these claims to various audiences. 

• The judgment of the council is as follows. 
a. Four men had recently taken a vow and Paul is to join them. 
b. This would serve to demonstrate that Paul is not against Jewish customs, though, he 

does disagree as to what they represent. 
c. The council does restate their earlier instruction to the Gentiles (See 15:20, 29). This is 

the third time it is stated in Acts. This section shows the early conviction that salvation is 
by grace alone through Christ alone, regardless of Jew or Gentile. 

 
 
 
21:26-40 – PAUL IS ARRESTED 
 

• Angry Jews once again level accusations against Paul, especially related to the purification 
laws they accuse Paul of breaking. 

• The Jews permitted Gentiles in the outer court of the Temple (Court of Gentiles), but to go 
beyond the sacred enclosure was prohibited. Josephus writes that the Romans allowed the 
Jews to execute anyone, even a Roman citizen, if they entered a forbidden area. 

• The whole city is rocked by these accusations, and the fervor it creates is similar to the 
Gentile worshippers of Artemis in Ephesus. 

• The Jews begin to beat Paul with the intent of killing him and being arrested by the Romans 
is what saves him. The Levites were typically the Temple police (See 4:1), but Roman troops 
were charged with the civil order of the entire city. 

• Most believe the fortress mentioned is the Antonia Fortress. This is likely the same place 
where the soldiers took Jesus before his trial and the prison where Peter was freed by an 
angel (See 12:5). 

• The commander somehow mistakes Paul for an Egyptian messiah who appeared some three 
years earlier claiming that he would lead his followers from the Mount of Olives and defeat 
the Romans. 

• The Romans had killed many of his followers but he himself escaped. The Roman commander 
likely mistakes Paul as the returned false messiah. 

• The “Assassins” (literally the daggermen) were radicals who would secretly mingle in crowds 
and stab Romans and pro-Roman supporters. Similar in some ways to the Zealots. Terrorism 
has a long history. 

• Paul appealed to his heritage and lineage. His hometown of Tarsus was one of the three chief 
learning centers after Athens and Alexandria. Strabo wrote that when it came philosophy, 
literature and general education, Tarsus garnered more respect and fame. 

• Paul addressing the crowd in Aramaic, a dialect of Hebrew, would have stressed to his 
hearers that he was one of them. 

 
 


