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SESSION 5 – CHAPTERS 9-11 
 
9:1-9 – THE CONVERSION OF SAUL 
 

• The section details the conversion of Saul, an event that Luke recounts another two times in 
Acts (22:1-21; 26:1-29). 

• The opening verses reinforce a personal characteristic of Saul’s – his zealousness.  (Damascus 
would have been a journey of 4-5 days). A characteristic that is not diminished when he 
becomes a believer. 

• This characteristic is as much an asset as his personal upbringing and training. 
• Believers are called Followers of the Way (literally the Greek is any of the way) 

 
• The role of the Synagogue becomes more important as it will be the central starting venue 

for all of Paul’s evangelistic efforts. 
 
 

EXCURSUS – THE SYNAGOGUE 
 

Synagogues gained popularity after the exile, and the name comes from the Greek for 
gathering place. 
 
a. Jewish sources claim that a synagogue should be built or exist on the highest point of the 

town. 
b. There had to be at least 10 men who would participate. 
c. They were open to men, women, and Gentiles. 
d. It generally would face Jerusalem. 
e. The services would include reading from the Law and prophets, sermon exposition, 

prayer, praise, and thanksgiving (i.e., worship). 
f. At the front would be a movable ark where the scrolls of the Law and Prophets would be 

housed. 
g. In front of the ark, facing the people, were the chief seats, where the important and 

learned men would sit. 
h. Some had a Moses seat, where the most prominent elder would sit (Synagogue Ruler). 
i. The Synagogues were different in that average people could serve, whereas the Temple 

was reserved for those of special status and training. 
j. Beyond the Sabbath service, they were commonly used as schools, places of general 

assembly, and libraries. 
k. Over time, due to the conflict with Judaism, believers are banished from the synagogues 

and begin to meet together in homes. This is already evident in Saul’s Damascus 
encounter. 
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l. Much of what we see as a modern church service gets its heritage from the synagogues. 
 

• Saul experiences a Christophany in broad daylight, affecting him both physically and 
spiritually. 

• Saul’s persecution is seen as a direct attack on Jesus. 
• The encounter leaves him helpless to continue and the section ends with him fasting for 

three days. 
 
 
 
9:10-30 – ANANIAS, BARNABAS, AND THE TRANSITION OF SAUL 
 

• Ananias, in a vision from the Lord, becomes Saul’s introduction to the fellowship of believers. 
• The specifics of the vision qualify it as authentic. 

 
• Saul’s conversion also converts him from a hunter to the hunted, and paradoxically he 

becomes a follower of the way, on the way to persecuting Christians. 
• A part of his calling is a clear understanding that Saul would suffer as an agent for Christ. 

 
 

• Saul immediately begins preaching in the synagogue. It’s so powerful that the Jews have 
difficulty refuting it and eventually plot to kill him. 

• He is rescued at night by being lowered in a basket, an incident Paul recounts in 2 Cor 11:32-
33. 

 
• Acts 9:26-30 recounts Saul’s return to Jerusalem. Some believe this section records the visit 

in Galatians 1:15-18 where Saul was in Arabia for 3 years. 
• We are reintroduced to Barnabas who becomes a key companion to Saul. 

 
 
 
9:31 - SUMMARY OF THE CHURCH 
 

• Luke once again gives a summary statement on the progress of the church. 
a. Peace. 
b. Geographical and numeric expansion. 
c. Fear of the Lord. 
d. Strength and encouragement through the Holy Spirit. 
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9:32-43- PETER HEALS AENEAS AND 
RAISES DORCAS 
 

• The text now begins its transition 
of demonstrating the churches 
reach to the ends of the earth. 

• Peter arrives in Lydda where he 
heals Aeneas, in similar fashion to 
the man in 3:6-8 (see Luke 5:17-26). 

• Peter announces that the healing is 
the work of Christ and the miracle 
turns people to the Lord. 

• The next story brings Peter to 
Joppa where he raises Dorcas, 
primarily due to the reality of the 
believers knowing that Peter was 
nearby. 

• Luke presents a number of 
contrasts in these stories. 
a. Healing of a man and a woman. 
b. A heightening of the healing – 

from a physical healing to the 
raising of the dead. 

c. The first invokes simply the 
power of Christ, the second is 
first met with prayer. 

d. Both result in people coming to 
faith and the continued spread 
of the Gospel. 

 
 
 
10:1-33 – PETER AND CORNELIUS 
 

• We are introduced to Cornelius, a centurion, which is the highest-ranking non-commissioned 
officer in the Roman army. 

• He would have oversight of a century, roughly 100 men. 
• Luke includes this story as a means of demonstrating the power of the Gospel to reach 

anyone. Luke is once again building upon the two previous stories to stress that the greatest 
miracle of all is salvation. 

• Interesting that the first Gentile whom Jesus dealt with was also a Roman Officer (Matt. 8:5-
13). It is one of only two instances where we read that Jesus was amazed (8:10) due to the 
man’s great faith. The other instance of Jesus being amazed is found in Mark 6:6, where 
Jesus is amazed at the unbelief of the Jews. 

• The description of Cornelius stands contrary to common notions of Roman soldiers. 
 



 4 

• The passage signals a significant turning point in the progression of the Gospel to the 
Gentiles because it directly involves one of the greatest obstacles – the ritual uncleanness of 
Gentiles. 

• In other words, the Conversion of Cornelius validates the mission to the Gentiles and 
confirms both: 

a. The continued outworking of the Abrahamic Covenant 
b. The proof of Jesus as the Suffering Servant Messiah of Isaiah 53. 

 
• It’s interesting to find Peter, not Paul, involved in the story. This is likely due to Peter’s 

deeper Jewish roots and the likelihood of him having an equally deep bias towards Gentiles 
as well as being the recognized leader of the church. 

• The Holy Spirit divinely orchestrates the entire event. 
• Again, visions form the major revelatory means that God uses, often coupled with prayer. 
• Peter receives the vision three times to confirm its truthfulness (10:16). 

 
• Cornelius’ reaction to Peter’s arrival is to fall at his feet and worship. 
• Peter’s response in verse 26 and especially verse 28 demonstrate the uniqueness of this 

encounter. 
 
 
 
10:34-48-THE GOSPEL TO THE GENTILES 
 

• Peter’s speech to the household of Cornelius serves as a time capsule of revelation 
concerning the religious and social barriers that existed between the Jews and Gentiles. 

• From it, we can see the truly revolutionary nature of Christ’s ministry. 
• Peter also confirms the validity of the Old Testament prophets in foreseeing Christ, the 

Messiah (10:43). 
 

• Verses 44-48 convey the Spirit coming upon the Gentiles who were present, and once again a 
mini-Pentecost ensues. 

• The passing of the Gospel into the realm of the Gentiles demonstrates without doubt the 
impartiality of God and the confirmation of Jesus’ words in Acts 1:8. 

 
 
 
 
11:1-18 - PETER DEFENDS HIS ACTIONS 
 

• This section finds Peter explaining his actions when returning to Jerusalem.  The Jewish 
people kept themselves separate from Gentiles, so hearing of the Gentiles receiving the 
Word of God, they demanded an explanation from Peter. 

• In verse 2, the term Jewish believers in Greek is literally, those of the circumcision. 
• Part of the criticism leveled at Peter was that he even ate with them. Therefore, the same 

issue that bothered Peter was now bothering the Jewish Christians.  
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• Part of the reason is the recognition that it could incite further persecution from the non-
believing Jews who would see this as a perversion of the purity laws. 

 
• In verses 4-17, the stress of Peter’s retelling of the events reinforces their significance. 

a. It was God who initiated it (8, 9, 12, 15, 16, 17a). 
b. Peter was not going to stand in God’s way (17b). 
c. Peter was simply the messenger (14). 
d. Their experience paralleled what happened at Pentecost (15; at the beginning). 
e. Peter justified his actions because of what God had done (17a). 
f. They received the same gift of the Holy Spirit (17a). 

 
• Verse 18 records the acceptance by the believers of Peter’s explanation. They recognized the 

hand of God at work. 
• The believers who recognize the Gentiles now had the privilege of repenting of their sins and 

receiving eternal life summarize succinctly the nature and goal of evangelism. 
 

• Though other Gentiles had been converted, i.e., the Ethiopian Eunuch, the episode with 
Cornelius becomes the breakthrough that opens the floodgates for the mission to the 
Gentiles. 

 
 
 
11:19-30 – THE CHURCH IN ANTIOCH 
 

• Antioch of Syria becomes an important center for the propagation of the Christian message 
to the Gentile world (See chart below). 

• Luke reminds us that there are many unnamed believers who are fanning out to bring the 
Gospel to the Jews. 

• In Antioch, though, a large number of Gentiles came to the Lord. It demonstrates that those 
who are spreading the Gospel are seeing the doors open to reaching the Gentiles. 
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Note: This map will reappear when we look at Paul’s first missionary journey. It is presented here to 
give geographical reference to a number of towns and cities mentioned so far in Acts. 
 
 

• Barnabas is sent to Antioch and true to his character, encouraged the believers there. 
• He also sought out Saul, recognizing in him the gifts the Lord had given him. This may have 

been due to the fact that Barnabas needed to enlist more help because of the rapid growth. 
• It is also here in Antioch that believers (literally disciples) are first called Christians. Most 

scholars believe it was first a term of derision. It also denotes that believers were now being 
identified as a distinct group. 

 
There is two Antioch’s mentioned in Scripture. Below is a listing of each and their 
importance. 
 

Antioch in Syria Antioch in Pisidia 

The 3rd largest city after Rome and 
Alexandria 

A main stop in Paul’s 1st missionary outing 
(Acts 13-14) 

A metropolitan center with estimates of 
between 500-800 thousand residents 

Mentioned only in passing in the New 
Testament. 

Capital of the Roman province Syro-Cilicia 
and known as a center for hedonism 

Also a thriving Roman city, but smaller than 
Antioch of Syria 

It becomes a central hub for the spread of 
Christianity 

Paul’s first recorded sermon is preached 
here (Acts 13:15-51) 

Paul lived and taught here for 14 years (Gal 
1:21-2:1) 

Paul’s letter to the Galatians would have 
included this city (also Iconium, Lystra, 

Derbe) 

Believers were first called Christians (11:26) Paul suffered abuse (2 Tim 3:11) 

Some scholars argue that Matthew wrote 
his Gospel here  

A family of Syrian Kings who ruled the area under the name Antiochus built both cities 

 
 

• The prophetic gift is once again featured. A group who identifies themselves as such arrive in 
Antioch. One named Agabus, makes a prediction of an upcoming famine (See also 21:10-12). 

• Luke inserts a note of validation for the prophecy by mentioning its reality during Claudius’ 
reign (AD 41-54). 

• What is most interesting though, is the action taken by the church. They gave generously and 
with the full anticipation of the certainty of the prophecy. 

• In entrusting the gifts to Barnabas and Saul, we can deduce the following. 
a. The missionary spirit is evident at an early stage. 
b. The church sees itself as responsible for one another. 
c. Generosity as a hallmark of the new community. 
d. Elders are first mentioned in 11:30, implying a sense of structure is being formulated. 


