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SESSION 4 – CHAPTERS 6-8 
 
6:1-7 – THE FIRST DIVISION 
 

• As with many things that multiply quickly, so do the problems. This passage illustrates the 
first conflict of the new community, one that was racial in nature. 

• This passage illustrates great wisdom in the way the apostles handle the matter. 
a. They recognized the seriousness of the conflict. 
b. They called a meeting of all believers. 
c. They recognized their own strengths and priorities. 
d. They invited a selection process with clear parameters. 
e. The seven are sometimes referred to as the first deacons due to the Greek term denoting 

table-servant. 
f. One of the chosen men was Stephen, the first in the list of seven and specifically noted as 

a man of faith and full of the Spirit. 
g. Luke notes that the wise handling of this conflict results in further growth, even among 

Jewish priests. 
 
 
6:8-15 – STEPHEN IS ARRESTED 
 

• The arrest of Stephen parallels that of Jesus. 
a. They got someone to lie. 
b. They accused him of blasphemy. 
c. They incited a riot. 
d. They posted false charges against him. 

 
• The arrest of Stephen is seen as a direct attack on the two pillars of Judaism – Temple and 

Torah. 
• Similar to Moses, Stephen’s face glowed (see Ex. 34:29-35). 

 
 
7:1-60 – STEPHEN’S TESTIMONY AND MARTYRDOM 
 

• Stephen’s testimony is not a defense for his own personal safety, but a testimony about 
Christ. 

• He’s considered the first church martyr. 
• His recounting of Israel’s history serves as an indictment and reminder of the repeated 

rejections of those God had sent. He does this in three parts. 
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a. The Patriarchs (7:2-16) 
b. Moses (7:17-43) 
c. Tabernacle and Temple (7:44-50) 

• He concludes with the challenge to stop rebelling and repent from their hard-heartedness. 
• Stephen’s speech becomes too much for the religious leaders to hear, especially as Stephen 

saw Jesus in his glory as the divine Son of Man (see Dan 7:13-14). 
• Stephen’s last prayer is an indication of his character and faith, emulating words that Jesus 

expressed at his own crucifixion. 
• The scene is also set for the later introduction of Saul/Paul and his dramatic conversion in Ch. 

9. 
 
 
8:1-3 – SAUL AND THE WAVE OF PERSECUTION 
 

• These brief verses stress three significant realities. 
a. Saul is zealous in his persecution of believers. 
b. Persecution hits Jerusalem like a great wave – the Greek word for persecution means to 

actively pursue or chase after for religious reasons. 
c. Believers begin to scatter to Judea and Samaria, except the apostles (8:1; see Acts 1:8). 

 
 
8:4-25 – PHILIP IN SAMARIA 
 

• We are re-introduced to Philip, one of the seven chosen for food distribution in Acts 6:1-6. 
• The irony of the first encounter of the Good News outside Jerusalem cannot be missed. It 

happens in the volatile region of Samaria. It serves to demonstrate the far-sweeping 
embrace of the Gospel to everyone. 

• As with the majority of the evangelistic outreach in Acts, it is accompanied by miracles. 
• We are introduced to Simon the Sorcerer (or Magus) who has a role in early Christian 

literature. 
a. The word “magus” originally meant a member of the Median priestly tribe, based in early 

Zoroastrianism. 
b. It came to represent various forms of sorcery. 
c. The “Magi” of Matthew 2:1 are “wise men” from the east who are related to the 

practices of the east, likely astrology. 
d. This Simon is depicted as the father of all Gnostic heresies in postapostolic writings. 
e. Justin Martyr claims that he secured followers not only in Samaria but also in Rome and 

the apocryphal Acts of Peter depicts him as being a corrupting influence on Christians 
there. 

f. Tradition holds that Peter eventually bested him in a magic contest. 
 

• Simon recognizes power greater than he possesses and is impressed by what he witnesses of 
Philip. 

• He believes and is baptized.  
• Peter and John arrive to transfer the Holy Spirit upon the Samaritan believers. 
• Some commentators see this event as the Samarian Pentecost. 



 3 

• This event signals the last occasion of the apostle John in the narrative of Acts. Interesting 
that he, along with his brother James, once suggested that fire reign down on a Samaritan 
community (Luke 9:52-55) 

 
• As most scholars assert, and as the above notes from tradition state, Simon’s belief did not 

appear to have been genuine or long lasting. 
• The interaction of Simon with Peter and his attempt to bribe the apostle give an indication of 

his true heart condition. Something that is implied by Peter’s response in verses 20-23, and in 
Simon’s subsequent prayer request. 

 
 
 
8:26-40 – PHILIP AND THE ETHIOPIAN EUNUCH 
 

• The next story continues the ministry of Philip, which is precluded by a reminder that he is 
directed by an angel of the Lord. In other words, Philip is obediently following instructions. 

• The Spirit directs Philip to engage an Ethiopian who is sitting in his carriage reading Isaiah 
aloud. 

• Using Isaiah 53, and at the promptings of the Eunuch, Philip leads him to faith in Christ and 
even has the privilege of baptizing him. 

 
• The Ethiopian must have been a convert to Judaism since he is returning from Jerusalem. 
• The implication is that he had been on a pilgrimage to the Temple to worship, and if a foreign 

convert, would have been limited to the Court of the Gentiles in the Temple or to a 
synagogue. 

• In the ancient world, eunuchs were: 
a. Castrated and often served as keepers of harems or as high officials in royal courts, such 

as treasurers. 
b. Deut. 23:1 would have restricted him from full participation in Jewish worship. 
c. Isaiah 56:3b-5 restores them to full worship in the Eschaton. 
d. Likely scorned by Jews for their inability to perpetuate a covenant family. 

 
• In the stories of Simon and the Ethiopian Eunuch, Luke is intentionally presenting a contrast. 

a. Both men were prominent or important in their community. 
b. Both men are presented with the Gospel. 
c. Both men receive it and are baptized. 
d. For Simon though, he appears to be moved more by its power. He has been influenced 

by the darkness of sorcery and appears to be more concerned with avoiding 
consequences. 

e. For the Ethiopian, his rebirth is genuine, and he leaves rejoicing. 
f. In the negative story of Simon, we know his name and some of his contextual 

background. In the positive story of the Ethiopian, he remains nameless with only a few 
details of his life. (See John chapters 3 and 4 for the same literary device).  

g. Simon from all accounts appears to have spent considerable time with Philip and Peter 
(possibly John), as a firsthand witness to the miracles being performed by them. 
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h. The Eunuch on the other hand, sees no miraculous display except the Word of God being 
presented by a faithful servant of God. In contrast to the Simon story, the encounter with 
the Ethiopian is brief.    

 
• The Ethiopian church has a rich history, with even the speculation that it’s where the Lost Ark 

could be hiding. 
• Though the biblical Ethiopia (also known as Cush) is what is known today as the Sudan, it 

became one of the earliest regions to adopt Christianity. 
• In essence, Philip, through the promptings of the Spirit, opens up the continent of Africa for 

the Gospel through this one encounter. 
• Following his meeting the Ethiopian Eunuch, the Spirit takes Philip away to continue taking 

the message to other towns. 
 


