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SESSION 3 – CHAPTERS 3-5 
 
3:1-11 – PETER HEALS A BEGGAR 
 

• Many see the statement of Jesus that the disciples would do greater works than he being 
initiated in this story (John 14:12). 

• The new community at this time is still involved in the services of the Temple, as the 
references to the Beautiful Gate and Solomon’s Colonnade indicate. 

• The name of Jesus represents power and authority. 
• As with Jesus, the supernatural demonstration will initiate a clash with Judaism. 
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3:12-26 – PETER PREACHES IN THE TEMPLE 
 

• There are approximately 30 speeches in Acts, most of which are evangelistic in nature. 
• Like most, this one focuses on Jesus in the following ways. 

a. As crucified and risen Lord 
b. As the promised Messiah 
c. In continuity with the Old Testament 
d. A call to repentance and faith in Jesus 
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4:1-22 – PETER AND JOHN BEFORE THE COUNCIL 
 

• The healing, and the subsequent speech in the Temple, attracts the attention of the religious 
leaders. 

• Here we have the early stages of persecution, something that will mark the church for its 
entire history. 

• Luke adds a note that the church is now at 5,000 followers (men - 4). 
• Verse 13 serves as a powerful apologetic for a deep abiding relationship with Jesus. 
• Though the leaders recognize the miracle, they still want to silence the message (16). 
• Their popularity forces the leaders to release Peter and John with only a warning – but the 

apostles ignore it because of what they have seen and heard (19-20). 
 
 
 
4:23-31 – PRAYER FOR COURAGE 
 

• A common theme in Acts is prayer, especially as a mechanism of first response. 
• This section demonstrates how the early church had no difficulty holding in tension the 

sovereignty of God and the difficulties of life. 
• This section includes a kind of mini-Pentecost. 

 
 
 
4:32-37 – BELIEVERS SHARING POSSESSIONS 
 

• Luke once again includes a summary on the fellowship of Believers. 
• They are characterized as united in heart and mind, a key to church unity. 
• The central theme is once again the Resurrection. 
• We are introduced to Joseph, otherwise known as Barnabas, as an illustration of the early 

church and its focus on generosity. 
 
 
 
5:1-11 – ANANIAS AND SAPPHIRA 
 

• Luke presents a contrasting negative story from the previous positive one.  
• Ananias and Sapphira desired the benefits and accolade of the community but used 

deception in order to gain it. 
• Their deception is seen as a direct sin against the Holy Spirit, warranting immediate 

judgment. 
• The new community is built on the character of Christ, thus necessitating a purging of all that 

does not honour integrity and holiness. 
• The incident evokes a strong fear among believers, serving as a reminder for all believers on 

the seriousness of sin. 
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5:12-16 – THE HEALING OF MANY 
 

• The apostles healing ministry, especially Peter’s, parallels that of Jesus. 
• The miracles and healings are being performed on the grounds of the Temple itself. 
• Verse 13 is interesting in demonstrating the tension experienced by people who were 

witnesses of this new community but skeptical about joining. 
 
 
 
5:17-42 – APOSTLES ARRESTED AND RESCUED 
 

• This section introduces the second and third major clashes with the religious leaders. 
• As with Jesus, each confrontation escalates the leader’s animosity against the apostles. 
• The first confrontation (5:17-25) results in a miraculous release from jail by an angel. 
• Regardless of their recent experience, the apostles go right back to the Temple and continue 

preaching. 
 

• Verses 26-42 create an ever-widening chasm between Christ-Followers and Judaism. 
• The religious leaders do not want to acknowledge their complicity in crucifying Jesus (28). 
• The apostles repeat their mantra of obedience to God, rather than men (29). 
• We are introduced to Gamaliel, the man who taught the apostle Paul (see 22:3). 
• Gamaliel recounts the story of two revolutionaries who amounted to nothing. 
• He advises the council to be cautious; if this is from God, they will not be able to stop it. 
• The apostles are beaten and once again threatened not to continue preaching. 
• The response of the apostles is twofold – rejoice and keep preaching. 

 
 
 
 


