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SESSION 2 – CHAPTERS 1-2 
 
1:1-5 – PROLOGUE 
 

• Luke intentionally links this book with his Gospel account. 
• The prologue serves as a form of apologetic, setting the stage for what is about to unfold. 
• Verse 4 confirms the sovereign hand of the Father (cf. John 14:15-17) 
• Three significant themes are introduced 

a. Resurrection 
b. The Kingdom of God 
c. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit 

 
 
1:6-11 – THE ASCENSION OF JESUS 
 

• This section is introduced by a question that implies a continued misunderstanding of the 
disciples concerning the nature and scope of the kingdom. 

• Jesus’ reply in verse 7 is an oft-quoted statement when it comes to prophetic timetables. 
• The “but” of verse 8, (“alla” in Greek) denotes a type of rebuke concerning their question. 

The primary concern for the disciples - and a key verse for the entire book – is summarized in 
the following: 

a. Empowerment by the Spirit. 
b. Gospel Proclamation with a Global Mission. 

 
• The command to be “witnesses” comes not from a theological abstraction, but from the 

personal testimony of what has been experienced. The church is called to bear witness to the 
personal transformation that comes from faith in Christ (See 1 Peter 3:15). 

• The illustration of witnessing is given through two primary individuals in Acts. 
 

Witnessing in Acts 

Reference Center Primary Witness Acts 1:8 Audience 

Acts 1-12 Jerusalem Peter Judea & 
Samaria 

Primarily 
Jewish 

Acts 13-28 Antioch Paul Ends of the 
Earth 

Primarily 
Gentile 

 
• Jesus’ Ascension is the last physical appearance of Christ on earth. 
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EXCURSUS – THE ASCENSION 
 

The Ascension is one of the least understood events in the life and ministry of Jesus, yet it is a 
confirmation of Christ’s exaltation at the right hand of the Father. 

 
• Some commentators see in the text the implication that the cloud enveloped Jesus from 

underneath and carried him away. 
• Clouds are often a sign of God’s glory (Ex 16:10; Ps. 104:3). 
• Luke stresses the objective reality of the event (1:9-10). 
• It denotes an official passing of Jesus’ power and authority to the disciples through the 

Holy Spirit. 
• The rebuke of the angels is similar to the rebuke given to the women at the tomb (Luke 

24:5). 
• It denotes the present ministry of Christ as continually interceding on behalf of all 

believers (Hebrews 7:25). 
• It reminds us of Jesus’ return (1:11; Matt 24:30; John 13:3). 
• It anticipates the believer’s entrance into the presence of God (John 12:26; 2 Cor 5:4; Phil 

3:21; Heb 6:20). 
 
 
1:12-26 – MATTHIAS REPLACES JUDAS 
 

• The section records two significant actions 
 

1. The importance of prayer 
 

o Though the apostles were told to wait, the 120 were united and engaged in prayer. 
o Key that Jesus’ mother and his family are mentioned. 
o Peter addresses them, demonstrating leadership, and as a precursor to his speech at 

Pentecost. 
 

2. The appointment of Matthias 
 

o Peter acknowledges the need for a twelfth apostle, due to the new people of God, 
like Israel; to have twelve appointed leaders (Matt 19:28; Luke 22:29-30). 

o Peter quotes from Psalm 69:25 and 109:8 as a validation for the new appointment. 
o The criteria for the selection: 

a. Had to be with the apostles throughout Jesus’ public ministry. 
b. From the time of Jesus’ baptism to His ascension. 
c. A witness to the Resurrection. 

o The casting of lots is accompanied by prayer, an Old Testament method of discerning 
God’s will (Lev 16:8; Num 27:21; Deut 33:8; Josh 14:2; Prov 16:33) 

o After Pentecost, casting lots is replaced by prophetic guidance by the Holy Spirit. 
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2:1-41 – THE HOLY SPIRIT COMES AT PENTECOST 
 

• The festival of Pentecost comes 50 days after Passover. 
• Due to Pentecost being a pilgrimage festival, Jews from every nation are present. 
• The Holy Spirit comes in power, filling the disciples, and allowing them to speak in other 

languages. 
• Verse 13 stands in stark contrast as a reminder that regardless of the obvious demonstration 

of the Spirit’s power, there will be those who will doubt and mock. 
• Peter quotes from Joel 2:28-32, which predicted a wider expression of the gift of prophecy. 
• For Peter, the last days had arrived. 
• Peter’s speech acknowledges the following. 

a. Jesus’ life and ministry were part of God’s pre-arranged plan. 
b. The fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant. 
c. Jesus as the Suffering Servant of Isaiah. 
d. The message and mission of Jesus to the entire world. 
e. The importance of baptism. 
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Tongues Speaking in Acts 

Passage Who? Audience? When was it 
Experienced? Purpose? 

2:1-4 Jewish Believers Non-Believers After 
Conversion 

To validate 
Joel’s prophecy 

10:44-47 Gentile 
Believers 

Jewish Believers 
who doubted 

After 
Conversion 

To validate God 
working 

amongst the 
Gentiles 

19:1-7 Believers 
Those needing 
confirmation of 
Paul’s message 

After 
Conversion 

To validate 
Paul’s message 

 
 
 
2:42-47 – THE COMMUNITY OF BELIEVERS 
 

The key elements of the new community are. 
a. Teaching of God’s Word 
b. Fellowship 
c. Sharing 
d. Prayer 
e. Worship 
f. Joy and generosity 
g. Encouragement 

 
 


