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SESSION 10 – CHAPTERS 25-28 
 
 
25:1-22 – PAUL APPEARS BEFORE FESTUS 
 

• This section records the shortest of Paul’s five defenses that are documented. 
 

Defense Reference 

1 Mob on stairway of Antonia Fortress 22:1-21 

2 The Sanhedrin 23:1-6 

3 Felix 24:10-21 

4 Festus 25:8, 10-11 

5 Agrippa II 26:1-26 

 
 

• Porcius Festus was considered a wise and moderate governor compared to Felix but was 
unable to quell Jewish unrest. Remember, this is a mere ten years before the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the Temple. 

• With a new governor in place, the cycle with Paul begins again. This time, as Festus visits 
Jerusalem, the Jewish leaders appeal to have Paul returned there. This is likely due to the 
realization that they had little grounds to try Paul in a Roman court. 

• Josephus records that Ishmael had succeeded Ananias as high priest in the final days of Felix. 
Therefore, the spirit of corruption continues and the plot to kill Paul has not waned at all. 

• Festus, wanting to gain favour with the Jews, asks Paul whether he would be willing to stand 
trial in Jerusalem. Paul in turn, appeals for a trial in Rome, a right Roman citizens were 
afforded who felt their lives endangered in a lower court. Citizens who were murderers, 
pirates, or thieves could not make this appeal. 

• Nero was emperor at the time (54-68 AD). History records his early years in admirable terms, 
but beginning in 62 AD, his behavior turns erratic, especially against Christians. 

• King Agrippa arrives and verses 17-21 give intimate details of the political motivations of 
Festus. 

• Herod Agrippa II is next in a long line of officials who bear witness to Paul’s faith. 
a. He is the grandson of Herod the Great. 
b. He was in control of the Temple treasury and could appoint the high priest. 
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c. His relationship with Bernice (his sister) is suspicious but many references call it 
incestuous. 

d. He is the last in the Herodian dynasty. 
e. He lived in Caesarea Philippi and renamed it Neronias in honour of Nero. 
f. He attempted to subdue the Jewish revolt (66-70 AD). When it failed, he became a 

staunch ally of the Romans. 
g. He was likely present with Titus, the Roman general and Emperor Vespasian’s son, at the 

celebration of the fall of the Jews and their temple in 70 AD. 
h. He wrote to the historian Josephus praising him for The Jewish War, and even bought a 

copy. 
 

• Interesting that the matter of the resurrection appears to be the main topic while the other 
charges have faded from view. 

 
 
 
25:23-26:32 – PAUL APPEARS BEFORE AGRIPPA 
 

• This is the longest of Paul’s defenses. It centers on the Gospel more than the charges against 
Paul. 

• The setting is one accorded with a visit from royalty. Paul is center stage before a host of 
military, political, and public dignitaries. 

• Festus reviews the reasons for the hearing noting there is nothing worthy of death in the 
charges. His preamble highlights the following. 
a. The degree of injustice Paul has been subjected to. 
b. Paul, and Christianity, is not a threat to Rome. 
c. Pilate made similar statements concerning the innocence of Jesus. 

 
• Paul’s next trial is in Rome, this was simply a hearing to acquaint Agrippa to the case and help 

Festus in giving the emperor a reason for sending him. 
• The speech is likely the kind of opportunity Paul longed for, especially after two years in 

prison. 
• Paul stresses that it is because of his Jewish heritage that he believes and proclaims this 

message. The Jewish hope finds its fulfillment in the Gospel of Christ. 
• The messianic hope proclaimed by the prophets is fulfilled in Christ. Therefore, it is ironic that 

the Jews, of all people, are charging Paul with disloyalty. 
• Verse 8 stands as the central apologetic of the church for its entire history. 
• Paul recounts his own conversion experience. Once again, based on the dramatic 

transformation of his life, he points to himself as a walking example of the power of Christ. 
• Paul again demonstrates his ability to contextualize his message, using a common expression 

for opposing the inevitable by fighting against God’s will (see 26:14, and the other idiom in vs. 
26).  

• Verse 23 encapsulates the heart of Paul’s Gospel proclamation as well as much of the 
theological premise in his writings. 

• Festus response has been echoed throughout the centuries. The Gospel sounds mad 
whenever people are trapped by the natural world. 
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• Paul asserts that what he says is true and reasonable. He has built his case in a way that is 
directed right at Agrippa and places him in a dilemma. 
a. If he agrees with Paul, he loses face before Festus and the other Roman dignitaries. 
b. If Agrippa agrees to belief in the prophets, his influence over his Jewish audience 

becomes damaged. 
c. Therefore, his response is non-committal.  

 
• Paul’s speech begins as a defense but ends in a direct missionary appeal to King Agrippa and 

everyone within earshot. 
• Agrippa confirms once again Paul’s innocence while Luke places great stress on the final 

observation, that Paul would have been free had he not appealed to Caesar.  
 
 
 
27:1-44 – THE JOURNEY TO ROME 
 

• The story of Paul’s journey to Rome is done with a wealth of detail. Luke also presents Paul 
as God’s man. Though he was a prisoner, he becomes a leader and a witness to all who travel 
with him. 

• Paul’s arrest in Caesarea was from 57-59 AD. The trip to Rome lasted from 59-60 AD. 
• Paul likely wrote Romans during his three-month stay in Corinth at the end of his third 

missionary journey around 57 AD in preparation for his eventual trip to Rome.  
• Luke has been with Paul since 20:5 (Troas), and beginning here we have the longest of the 

four “we” sections in Acts: 27:1-28:16 (See 16:10-17; 20:5-15; 21:1-18). 
• Below is a chart that details the storm and how it demonstrates the typical responses to 

stress. The chapter serves to highlight three significant realities. 
a. Paul receives an angelic vision. Though the ship will sink, all will survive. Whatever 

happens next, they will all come out the other side. 
b. Paul becomes their leader, so that they even abandon their own decisions on how to 

survive. 
c. In verses 33-37, we have a possible allusion to the Lord’s Supper. Though most argue 

against it, the picture here is not so much the formal expression of communion, but the 
essence and spirit behind it. 

 

Stress - The Lesson in the Storm – Acts 27:13-25 

Day Verse Actions and Reactions 

Day 1 
15a They attempt to resist the storm 
15b They attempt to adjust to the storm 
16-17 They prepared to endure the storm 

Insight #1 
They tried to fix it 

Day 2 18 
They were violently tossed by the wind 

They begin to lighten the ship 
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Insight #2 
When we face severe storms, we plan for survival and non-essential aspects of life are 

abandoned 

Day 3 19 They throw ship’s tackle overboard with their bare hands 

Insight #3 
As the storm continues, plans and actions may become irrational and survival attempts are often 

self-destructive 

Day 13 20-21 
They have given up hope 
They likely experienced a loss of appetite 

Insight #4 
Prolonged stress, when dealt with outside the counsel of God, will often lead to disabling 

emotional and physical depression  

How God used the storm to accomplish his purposes 

 
1. It provided a shortcut to Rome 
2. It provided credibility for Paul 
3. It allowed for the conversion and healing of those on Malta 
4. It provided a rebuke to those who rejected the counsel of God through Paul 
5. It was instrumental in providing Paul’s position of ministry in Rome 

 
 

• Paul has become so invaluable that when the ship goes down, the soldiers would have found 
it necessary to kill all prisoners, but the commander does not allow it. 

 
 
 
28:1-16 – FROM MALTA TO ROME 
 

• Paul is bitten by a snake, which to the people becomes a test of his guilt. When he survives 
they reach for the other extreme and consider him a god. What it did prove is that nothing 
was going to thwart the plan of God in getting Paul to Rome. 

• Paul’s healing of Publius’ father begins an island-wide healing ministry, resulting in the people 
responding in ways of practical gratitude. It is difficult to imagine how strange the scene 
when you consider Paul is still a prisoner. 
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28:17-31 – PAUL’S MINISTRY IN ROME 
 

• Upon arrival in Rome, Paul meets with the local Jewish leaders. 
a. To defend the false charges against him, though none had been received. 
b. Due to strong Jewish opposition, he had been forced to appeal to Caesar. 
c. To present to them Israel’s Messiah. 
d. As with most of Acts, the response to Paul’s message is mixed. 
e. Paul leaves them with a Scriptural warning, quoting Isaiah 6:9-10 (LXX). 
f. For two years Paul was allowed to proclaim his message in Rome. The final word in Acts 

is the Greek word akolutos, meaning without hindrance, or restrictions, with freedom. 
The word is used 25 times in the New Testament and seven times in the Book of Acts 
(See Acts 8:26; 10:47; 11:17; 16:6; 24:23; 27:43). 

 
James Emery White in his Church and Culture blog wrote this: 
 

Acts is a book about Jesus’ gospel going through barrier after barrier as it breaks out into the 
world and into the hearts of men and women. It’s about the church overcoming roadblocks 
and impediments, persecutions and trials as it grows and boldly proclaims Christ. And it’s 
about individuals who will not allow anything to stop them from being used by God to take 
Christ to the world. (Unhindered – Vol 12, No. 19, March 7, 2016) 

 
 


