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M i n i s t r y  o f  
D i s c i p l e s h i p

• W h a t  i m a g e s  c o m e  t o  m i n d  w h e n  

w e  t h i n k  o f  t h e  w o r d s ,  ‘ d i s c i p l e ’  

a n d  ‘ d i s c i p l e s h i p ? ’

• H o w  d o  w e  d e f i n e  a  d i s c i p l e ?

• A r e  a l l  b e l i e v e r s ’  d i s c i p l e s ?

• I s  d i s c i p l e s h i p  a n  o p t i o n ?
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1 . G o d ’ s  w i l l  a n d  h o w  i t  a f f e c t s  

d i s c i p l e s h i p

a. For every person who claims to be a Follower of Jesus, 
there is one primary will that God has for each and 
every one of us. It can be found in Romans 8:29.

F o r  G o d  k n e w  h i s  p e o p l e  i n  

a d v a n c e ,  a n d  h e  c h o s e  t h e m  t o  
b e c o m e  l i k e  h i s  s o n ,  s o  t h a t  h i s  s o n  
w o u l d  b e  t h e  f i r s t b o r n  a m o n g  m a n y  

b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s .  ( R o m a n s  8 : 2 9  
N L T )
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1 . G o d ’ s  w i l l  a n d  h o w  i t  a f f e c t s  

d i s c i p l e s h i p

b. The “destination” towards which 
believers have been set in motion, is that 
we might be “like his Son.”

c. Hence the importance of growing in our 
Christlikeness.

d. The common biblical term for someone 
who is a Follower of Jesus is disciple. 
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2 . D I S C I P L E S H I P  M O D E L S

a . D i s c i p l e s  a r e  l e a r n e r s .

• A  l e a r n e r  w h o  f o l l o w s  a  g r e a t  

t e a c h e r .
• T h e  s u g g e s t i o n  h e r e  i s  s o m e o n e  

w h o  h a s  p u t  t h e m s e l v e s  u n d e r  t h e  

a u t h o r i t y  a n d  t e a c h i n g  o f  a  

m a s t e r ,  b u t  i t  h a s  n o  r e f e r e n c e  t o  

w h e t h e r  o r  n o t t h e  p e r s o n  i s  a  

C h r i s t i a n .

• A l m o s t  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  

a n  a p p r e n t i c e .
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2 . D I S C I P L E S H I P  M O D E L S

b . D i s c i p l e s  a r e  c o m m i t t e d  

b e l i e v e r s .

• A  c o m m i t t e d  C h r i s t i a n  w h o  o b e y s  

t h e  r a d i c a l  c o m m a n d s  o f  J e s u s .

• S t r e s s e d  b y  t h e  a d m o n i t i o n  o f  

J e s u s  t o  ‘ c o u n t  t h e  c o s t . ’

• I t  c a n  n e g a t i v e l y  c r e a t e  a  2 - t i e r e d  

s y s t e m  w h e r e b y  o n l y  t h e  r e a l  

c o m m i t t e d  b e l i e v e r s  c a n  b e  

c o n s i d e r e d  d i s c i p l e s .
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2 . D I S C I P L E S H I P  M O D E L S

c . D i s c i p l e s  a r e  m i n i s t e r s .

• O n e  w h o  h a s  b e e n  c a l l e d  o u t  f r o m  

o t h e r  b e l i e v e r s  t o  e n t e r  t h e  

m i n i s t r y .

• D i s c i p l e s h i p ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  t h e  a c t  

o f  l e a r n i n g  f r o m  J e s u s  i n  o r d e r  t o  

s e r v e  t h e  c h u r c h .

• I t  c a n  n e g a t i v e l y  b e  a s s o c i a t e d  

s t r i c t l y  w i t h  t h e  d i s c i p l e s / a p o s t l e s ,  

o n c e  a g a i n  p r e s e n t i n g  a  t w o - t i e r e d  

v i e w  o f  d i s c i p l e s h i p .
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2 . D I S C I P L E S H I P  M O D E L S

d . D i s c i p l e s  a r e  c o n v e r t s  a n d  
d i s c i p l e s h i p  c o m e s  a f t e r .

• O n e  w h o  h a s  b e e n  e v a n g e l i z e d  
b u t  w h o  e x p e r i e n c e s  a  l a t e r  

p r o c e s s  o f  g r o w t h  t h a t  i s  c a l l e d  
d i s c i p l e s h i p  o r  p e r f e c t i n g .

• I t  c a n  d i s t o r t  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  
t h e  G r e a t  C o m m i s s i o n  b y  

i m p l y i n g  t h e  t e a c h i n g  a s p e c t  i s  

r e s e r v e d  f o r  l a t e r .
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2 . D I S C I P L E S H I P  M O D E L S

e . D i s c i p l e s  a r e  c o n v e r t s  w h o  a r e  i n  

t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  d i s c i p l e s h i p .

• A  t r u e  b e l i e v e r  w h o  e n t e r s  t h e  

p r o c e s s  o f  d i s c i p l e s h i p  a t  

c o n v e r s i o n .

• I t  i s  n o t  a  s e c o n d  s t e p  b u t  i s  

s y n o n y m o u s  w i t h  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  l i f e .

• C o n v e r s i o n  i s  w h e r e  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  

a  d i s c i p l e  b e g i n s  a n d  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  

g r o w t h  f r o m  t h e r e  i s  d i s c i p l e s h i p .

• M o s t  s c h o l a r s  b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  t h e  

m o d e l  t h a t  r e f l e c t s  t h e  b i b l i c a l  t e x t  

b e s t .
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3 . D I S C I P L E  - D E F I N I T I O N S

W h a t  i s  a  d i s c i p l e  o f  J e s u s ?

• I s  s o m e o n e  w h o  h a s  c o m e  t o  J e s u s  

f o r  s a l v a t i o n ?

• A  f o l l o w e r  o f  J e s u s  w h o  i s  i n  t h e  

p r o c e s s  o f  g r o w i n g  a n d  m a t u r i n g .

• S o m e o n e  w h o  a c c e p t s  t h e  m e s s a g e  

o f  J e s u s  a s  t r u t h  a n d  t a k i n g  t h a t  

t r u t h  a n d  p u t t i n g  i t  i n t o  p r a c t i c e .  

T h e  t r u t h  o f  J e s u s  b e c o m e s  t h e  

f i l t e r  f o r  a l l  o f  l i f e ’ s  d e c i s i o n s ,  

p l a n s ,  a n d  

• S o m e o n e  w h o  h a s  c o u n t e d  t h e  c o s t .
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3 . D I S C I P L E  - D E F I N I T I O N S

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  d e f i n i t i o n  h e l p f u l  t o  o u r  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  h o w  d i s c i p l e s h i p  a n d  t h e  

p r a c t i c e  o f  s p i r i t u a l  d i s c i p l i n e s  s h a p e  o u r  

l i v e s :

T h e  p r o c e s s  o f  b e i n g  c o n f o r m e d  t o  t h e  

i m a g e  o f  C h r i s t  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  o t h e r s

• D i s c i p l e s h i p  i s  n o t  a  s e l f i s h  e n d e a v o r ,  

t h o u g h  i t  i m p a c t s  u s  p e r s o n a l l y  i n  e v e r y  

w a y ,  i t  i s  a l s o  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  o t h e r s ,  

a n d  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  c o m m u n i t y .

• S p i r i t u a l  f o r m a t i o n ,  s p i r i t u a l  g r o w t h ,  

s p i r i t u a l  d i s c i p l i n e s ,  e t  a l ,  a r e  a l l  

s y n o n y m o u s  w i t h  t h e  t e r m  d i s c i p l e s h i p .  
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4 . T H E  K E Y  E L E M E N T S  A N D  G O A L  

O F  D I S C I P L E S H I P

• T o  b e c o m e  l i k e  J e s u s  i n  e v e r y  

a r e a  o f  l i f e  ( M a t t .  1 0 : 2 5 ;  G a l .  

4 : 1 9 ;  R o m a n s  8 : 2 9 ) .

• T h e  2  m a i n  f i l t e r s  a r e  t h e  G r e a t  

C o m m a n d m e n t  ( M a t t .  2 2 : 3 5 - 4 0 ;  

M a r k  1 2 : 2 8 - 3 4 ;  L u k e  1 0 : 2 7 ) ,  a n d  

t h e  G r e a t  C o m m i s s i o n  ( M a t t .  

2 8 : 1 6 - 2 0 ;  M a r k  1 6 : 1 4 - 1 8 ) .
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The Great Commandment 
 
• The vertical and horizontal dimensions of discipleship based on the Great Commandment. The 

commandment is a summary of Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18. 
 

Vertical 
 
 
Jesus replied, “‘You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ 38 This is 
the first and greatest commandment. 39 A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ (Matt 
22:37-40; see also Luke 10:27; Mark 12:30-31) 
 
   Horizontal 
 
 
40 The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are based on these two commandments.” 
 
 
According to Jesus, love is the underlying ethic to the entire Old Testament. He merges a passage from 
Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18 to summarize the entire foundation of the Old Testament Law and 
prophetic writings. 
 

• To stay in the vertical dimension results in theologizing without application 
• To stay in the horizontal dimension results in moralizing without a foundation 
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L o v e  a s  a  K e y  C o m p o n e n t  o f  

D i s c i p l e s h i p

L o v e  i s  a n  u n c o n d i t i o n a l  

c o m m i t m e n t  t o  a n  i m p e r f e c t  

p e r s o n  b y  w h i c h  I  g i v e  m y s e l f  t o  

b r i n g  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  G o d ’ s  

i n t e n d e d  p u r p o s e .
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T h e  G r e a t  C o m m i s s i o n

• T h e  k e y  e l e m e n t  o f  t h e  G r e a t  

C o m m i s s i o n  i s  t 0  ‘ m a k e  d i s c i p l e s . ’

• T h i s  i n c l u d e s  a  c a l l  t o  e v a n g e l i s m ,  
b u t  i t  i n c l u d e s  m u c h  m o r e .

• T h e  c o m m a n d  t o  ‘ g o ’  i m p l i e s  a  

p u r p o s e f u l  i n t e n t i o n a l i t y  i n  e v e r y  
b e l i e v e r ’ s  l i f e .

• T h e  m a n d a t e  t o  ‘ b a p t i z e ’  a n d  ‘ t e a c h ’ ,  

i m p l y  t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  a  p e r s o n  i n t o  

f a i t h  a n d  t h e  o n g o i n g  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  t h r o u g h  d i s c i p l e s h i p .

• J e s u s ’  e m p o w e r i n g  p r e s e n c e  i s  w h a t  

f u e l s  t h e  G r e a t  C o m m i s s i o n .
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T h e  N o n - N e g o t i a b l e s  o f  B i b l i c a l  

D i s c i p l e s h i p

• G r o u n d e d  i n  a  p e r s o n a l  a n d  c o s t l y  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  J e s u s ,  r e s u l t i n g  
i n  a  n e w  i d e n t i t y .

• G u i d e d  b y  G o d ’ s  W o r d .
• I s  e m p o w e r e d  b y  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t .

• D e v e l o p e d  t h r o u g h  a  w h o l e - l i f e  
p r o c e s s .

• I s  p r a c t i c e d  i n  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  f a i t h  

y e t  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  t h e  e v e r y d a y  
w o r l d .
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