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Gospel of John

• “Unless I go away” – Jesus’ saving work on the cross was 
necessary before sending the Spirit.
• “He will convict the world” – Primarily of sin.  Sin in John is a 

theological category, not a moral one.  The sin of the world is 
unbelief in Jesus.
• Truth is an important component of the Spirit’s work. At its core, 

spiritual growth is essentially replacing lies with truth. 

Lecture 9 – Chs 16-17

John 16:5-16 – The work of the Holy Spirit



Gospel of John

• “Weep (and mourn)” – Loud wailing. The same verb used in 11:33. 
Grief has been in the background of the text since chapter 11 and 
the raising of Lazarus.
• “I will see you again” – A reference to the resurrection. For the 

disciples, this becomes a source of confusion. At the heart of their 
confusion is likely their messianic expectations and a lack of fully 
comprehending Jesus’ words. This is alluded to by their sadness at 
his leaving.
• The two main purposes for which Jesus has told the disciples 

revolve around the themes of ‘joy’ and ‘peace.’

Lecture 9 – Chs 16-17

John 16:17-33 – The disciples grief will turn to joy
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Gospel of John

• Otherwise known as Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer (1-26).  Called such 
due to Jesus preparing to offer Himself as a sacrifice for the sins of 
the world and for His interceding on behalf of the disciples. This 
latter part is similar to the way the High Priest would intercede for 
the people (see Romans 8:34).
• It has been compared to Moses’ final address (Deut 31:30), which 

concluded with Moses blessing Israel (Deut 33).  Both prayers 
portray a positive tone.

Lecture 9 – Chs 16-17

John 17:1-5 – Jesus prays for himself



Gospel of John

• Craddock states that Jesus’ prayer seems “to hang between 
heaven and earth, between the historical and the glorified Christ.” 
(pg. 291).
• “Granted” – The principle of giving is stressed in this chapter.
• Verse 3 defines eternal life as knowing God and Jesus Christ. Here, 

John stresses the importance of relationship (i.e. belief), as the 
necessity for eternal life.
• “Glorify me…with the glory I had with You” – Jesus asks the Father 

to return Him to His previous position of glory.  An exchange of 
humiliation for glorification. 

Lecture 9 – Chs 16-17

John 17:1-5 – Jesus prays for himself



Gospel of John

• Three things are stated about the disciples in 17:8. First, they 
accepted Jesus’ teaching.  Secondly, they affirmed the divinity of 
Jesus; and lastly, they believed.
• “Holy Father” – Found only here in the NT.
• “I protected them” – Divine protection is adequate to any need.  

Jesus kept the disciples from harm as He prepared them for their 
mission.
• “Sanctify” – Means to set apart for sacred use.  

Lecture 9 – Chs 16-17

John 17:6-19 – Jesus prays for his disciples



Gospel of John

• A key element to this prayer is the call to unity (vs. 11), a unity that 
is rooted in the same way as Jesus and the Father are one (a 
Trinitarian formula underlies much of the Farewell address). Jesus 
will come back to this prayer in verses 21-23.
• The lack of church unity over the centuries is considered by many 

to be the single largest reason for the church’s ongoing struggle. 

Lecture 9 – Chs 16-17

John 17:6-19 – Jesus prays for his disciples



Gospel of John

• “Those who will believe in me” – All future believers are included in 
this prayer.  Jesus was confident that the Gospel would spread 
through the work of the disciples.
• “Righteous Father” – Found only here in NT, parallels “Holy 

Father” of 17:11.
• Wonder about the effect of this prayer upon the disciples as they 

heard it – with it’s far ranging scope, not only numerically, but 
historically as well.
• The glory of Jesus will ultimately result in His exultation, a key 

element in Isaiah 53 of the suffering servant.

Lecture 9 – Chs 16-17

John 17:20-26 – Jesus prays for all believers
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