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Gospel of John

• Chapter 13 begins the Farewell Discourse, a portion that is not 
included in the other Gospels (13-17). Without it we would not have 
Jesus’ final instructions to his disciples.
• The disciples are aware of Jesus' conflict with Jewish authorities 

and the danger that it presents. Jesus has just spoken of betrayal 
and death.  Judas is in the midst of his betrayal and even Peter will 
come to deny Jesus. 

Lecture 8 – Chs 14-15

John 14:1-14 – Jesus comforts His disciples



Gospel of John

• “Do not…be troubled” – Jesus acknowledges the disciples fear 
without endorsing it.  Again, repeated in verse 27, but is coupled 
with the admonition of “Do not be afraid”.
• “Trust” – Jesus antidote for “trouble”.  Actual Greek word used 

here is the same root word for “believe”.  Commentators debate 
over the nuance of the passage because it can be either indicative 
or imperative in the Greek.  Carson makes the most plausible case 
for the phrase to be rendered, “Trust in God; trust also in me” 
(Carson pg. 488).
• Jesus calls the disciples to believe.

Lecture 8 – Chs 14-15

John 14:1-14 – Jesus comforts His disciples



Gospel of John

• “My Father’s house” – Implication of Heaven or relationship?
• “Many rooms” (Also rendered as “dwelling-places”).  Implies to 

the permanence of our relationship and the privilege of living with 
the Father in His house as fully-adopted sons with all of its rights 
and privileges.  This word is only used one other time in the NT in 
John 14:23, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My 
Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home 
with him.
• “I will come back” – A reference to the second coming.

Lecture 8 – Chs 14-15

John 14:1-14 – Jesus comforts His disciples



Gospel of John

• “I am the Way, the Truth, the Life” – Seen by many as the most 
succinct summary of John’s Gospel apart from 3:16.  The statement 
likely means that Jesus is The Way to the Father, in that He is The 
Truth and The Life”.  There are numerous ways of expanding on 
this passage considering that these three concepts comprise the 
bulk of the book.
• "No one comes to the Father except through me" (v. 6b). Exclusive 

claims such as this one lies at the heart of much cultural conflict 
today.

Lecture 8 – Chs 14-15

John 14:1-14 – Jesus comforts His disciples



Gospel of John

• The closing verses contain two essential promises (11-14). For those 
who believe they are:
• The ability to do greater works (than these?)(vs. 12).
• Whatever asked in Jesus’ Name, He will do (vs. 14).

Lecture 8 – Chs 14-15

John 14:1-14 – Jesus comforts His disciples
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Gospel of John

• “If you love me…the Father will give you” – The first of many 
passages concerning the Holy Spirit (14:26; 15:26; 16:7-15).
• “Counselor” – Greek Parakletos – verbal adjective of parakaleo, to 

“call alongside, to encourage, to exhort (In modern Greek it can 
take on the force of “to plead”).  In secular Greek it can take the 
form of “legal assistant, advocate, witness, or even representative.  
John is the only one to use this term in regard to The Holy Spirit 
(see Jn. 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7; 1 John 2:1).  Other translations have 
used Helper or Comforter.
• Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as "another parakletos.”

Lecture 8 – Chs 14-15

John 14:15-31 – Jesus promises the Holy Spirit



Gospel of John

• “The Spirit of truth” – That which characterizes the essence and 
actions of the Spirit. 
• The parakletos "abides (menei) with you.”
• Verse 21 highlights the connection between love and obedience 

(see also vs. 15).  The two cannot be separated.  Further, the love of 
the Father cannot be separated by that of the Son.  They are linked 
again in verse 23.  

Lecture 8 – Chs 14-15

John 14:15-31 – Jesus promises the Holy Spirit



Gospel of John

• “Peace…Peace I give to you” – Common Hebrew greeting but here 
denotes the core of the salvation message.  Absolute peace with 
God which is real and present.
• The Greek (eirenen) follows the Hebrew in denoting peace that 

includes concepts like harmony, security, and prosperity.
• “Prince of this world…has no hold on me”- Satan had no hold on 

Jesus due to His sinlessness.

Lecture 8 – Chs 14-15

John 14:15-31 – Jesus promises the Holy Spirit
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Gospel of John

• “I am the true vine” – The vine is a common symbol in the OT for 
Israel. Typically carries a negative reference (see Isaiah 5:7; Jer 2:21; 
Ezek. 15:6; 19:10, 12).  Here it is cast in a positive sense as Jesus 
being the “true vine”.  This is also the last of the “I Am” statements 
made by Jesus.
• The passage implies that there is a false vine. In some ways, this 

parallels the earlier section on good vs. false shepherds (Ch. 10).
• “Cuts off” – A reference to judgment.
• There is a wordplay in vss. 2-3 in Greek with the words for ‘prune’ 

and ‘remove’. The word translated as ‘prune’ is also the word for 
‘cleanse’ in Greek.

Lecture 8 – Chs 14-15

John 15:1-17 – the Vine and the Branches



Gospel of John

• “Prunes” – To prune is to produce fruitfulness.  Good fruit often 
serves as a metaphor for a godly life (Matt 3:8; 7:16-20; Gal 5:22-23; 
Eph 5:9; Phil 1:11).  In the Greek, prunes, can also be translated as 
cleans.
• “My words remain in you” – Relates back to the assurance of verse 

3. Jesus as the “Living Word” has cleansing power when we believe 
and obey.  The usage of this terminology harkens back to the 
prologue where Jesus was introduced as “The Word”.
• “Remain” – Typically “abide”.  Various forms of this word are used 

throughout the Gospel and are used to describe an important 
relationship or spiritual condition (cf. 1:32; 5:38; 12:46; 14:2; 14:23).

Lecture 8 – Chs 14-15

John 15:1-17 – the Vine and the Branches



Gospel of John

• “To my Father’s glory” – The glorification of the Father seen 
through the work of the Son.  Thereby, Jesus is glorified when 
those called by His Name bear fruit.
• “Obey…as I have obeyed” – Again the topic of obedience within 

the context of love.  Throughout John’s Gospel there is the 
recurring theme which highlights the obedience of Jesus to the 
Father’s will.  In these passages that anticipate Christ’s crucifixion, 
resurrection, and subsequent ascension, He is admonishing His 
disciples to be obedient in the same way that Jesus was to the 
Father.

Lecture 8 – Chs 14-15

John 15:1-17 – the Vine and the Branches



Gospel of John

• “Joy” – A byproduct of love and obedience.
• Verse 17 repeats “the New Commandment to love one another” 

found in 13:34.

Lecture 8 – Chs 14-15

John 15:1-17 – the Vine and the Branches



Gospel of John

• “World” – Refers to the human system that opposes God and His 
purposes.  John uses this word throughout his Gospel and was 
introduced in the Prologue (1:9, cf. 3:16).
• It is also important to understand the scope of John’s usage for his 

“world” terminology. It dovetails with his presentation of Jesus as 
the messianic deliverer of the entire world, not just for the nation 
of Israel (see Isaiah 53).

Lecture 8 – Chs 14-15

John 15:18-16:4 – The world hates the disciples



Gospel of John

• “Hate” – Jesus makes clear how the “world, who love darkness” 
will respond to those who have entered into the light.  It will not be 
mere indifference, or minor agitation, but hatred that will be the 
reaction of the “world”.  Persecution will be a natural byproduct of 
faith in Christ due to the fact that our citizenship has changed.  (cf.  
Luke 6:22: Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude 
you and insult you and reject your name as evil, because of the Son 
of Man).
• “Hated both Me and My Father” – To reject Jesus is to reject God.
• “Put you out of the Synagogue” – What was witnessed earlier of 

the blind man in chapter 9 will also be a reality for the disciples.  

Lecture 8 – Chs 14-15

John 15:18-16:4 – The world hates the disciples
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