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Gospel of John

• This passage almost serves as a type of prologue to the Passion 
Week, giving dark clues as to what is to follow for Jesus.
• “Six days before the Passover” – Serves as an introduction to the 

last six days of Jesus.
• “Pure nard” – Expensive fragrant oil.  It was usually poured on the 

head, not the feet.  Further, it was unusual for Mary to use her hair 
to wipe Jesus feet considering that a respectable woman did not 
undo her hair in public.
• “Judas Iscariot…thief” – The one passage where we learn of 

Judas’ dishonesty.

Lecture 7 – Chs 12-13

John 12:1-11 – Jesus anointed at Bethany



Gospel of John

• Verse 10 demonstrates the complicity of the Jewish leaders.  They 
had earlier spoken of killing one man for the good of the nation 
and how easily it was to move beyond the original intent to now 
including Lazarus in their plans.
• The passage has garnered much commentary in light of Mary’s 

actions – expensive perfume, anointed feet rather than head, and 
using her hair to wipe Jesus’ feet.
• John also goes to some length in this passage to demonstrate that 

Judas cannot be trusted.

Lecture 7 – Chs 12-13

John 12:1-11 – Jesus anointed at Bethany



Gospel of John

• “Palm branches” – Used in victory celebrations.
• “Hosanna” – A Hebrew expression literally meaning, “Give 

salvation now!”  It became an exclamation of praise.  Similar to our 
use of “Hallelujah!”
• This appears to be the only instance where Jesus does not shirk 

from the adoration of the crowd. This passage illustrates the 
radical king/kingdom that Jesus is initiating over the typical one 
usually presented by such a procession. 

Lecture 7 – Chs 12-13

John 12:12-19 – The Triumphal Entry



Gospel of John

• “Greeks” – A short introduction to build within the story a context 
showing that more than Jews were present at the Feast.  It fulfills 
what the Pharisees said to each other; that they could do nothing 
and that the world had gone after Him (see verse 19).
• “Troubled” – John’s equivalent to the agony in Gethsemane 

described in the Synoptic Gospels.  
• “Son of Man” – The only place in the Gospels where this phrase is 

found on the lips other than Jesus’, even though they were quoting 
Him.

Lecture 7 – Chs 12-13

John 12:20-36 – Jesus predicts His death



Gospel of John

• Verses 37-43 demonstrate the tension between those who refuse 
to believe and those who did.  Of those who did believe, fear of 
excommunication kept them in secrecy.
• “Believe in me” – John ends this section of the book (Book of 

Signs) with the appeal to belief.  Verses 44-50 serve as a fitting 
conclusion to the public ministry of Jesus because they succinctly 
summarize His mission.

Lecture 7 – Chs 12-13

John 12:37-50 – The Jews continue in their unbelief
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Gospel of John

• John 13 begins the section often characterized as the “Book of 
Glory” or the “Exaltation of Jesus” (Chapters 13-20). 
• Jesus’ hour has now come. Some argue that this section is also 

primarily addressed to those who ‘believed.’
• There is some controversy over John’s chronology of the Last 

Supper to the Synoptics. Carson gives a detailed exposition in his 
commentary (pages 455-476).
• Striking that this section begins with one of the most humbling 

services that Jesus performs, apart from the cross. 

Lecture 7 – Chs 12-13

John 13:1-17 – Jesus washes the feet of the disciples



Gospel of John

• Verses 2 and 3 set up the tension of contrasts – the “Devil had 
already prompted Judas” (vs. 2), and “Jesus knew the Father had 
given him authority over everything” (vs. 3).
• Unusual that though John presents us with the longest account of 

the upper room (13:1-17:26), he says nothing of the institution of 
the Lord’s Supper.
• “Began to wash his disciples’ feet” – A menial task normally 

performed by a servant.  This was done during the meal, not 
before, to emphasize the lesson in humility. 

Lecture 7 – Chs 12-13

John 13:1-17 – Jesus washes the feet of the disciples



Gospel of John

• “Teacher…Lord” – An instructor would normally accept the title, 
“Teacher,” but “Lord” demonstrates one occupying a supreme 
place.  Thomas will make a similar declaration in 20:28 though much 
more profound when he responds to the risen Christ with, “My 
Lord and my God!”
• Verses 13-16 serve as one of the strongest passages for service in 

the Christian body as well as the leadership within it.

Lecture 7 – Chs 12-13

John 13:1-17 – Jesus washes the feet of the disciples
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Gospel of John

• “Shares my bread” – Eating together was an act of close 
fellowship.
• Jesus has alluded to his betrayal twice before in chapter 13 (vss. 10, 

18). These were more general references. Now he tells his disciples 
specifically that one of them is about to betray him. 
• Jesus says that his spirit is “Troubled” - The third instance of this 

word in three chapters.  Jesus was troubled concerning the death 
of Lazarus (11:33), He was troubled in predicting His own death 
(12:27), and here in verse 21 as He predicts Judas’ betrayal.  Jesus 
will use it again to comfort His disciples in 14:1 before His death, 
and again in 14:27.

Lecture 7 – Chs 12-13

John 13:18-30 – Jesus predicts His betrayal



Gospel of John

• “The disciple whom Jesus loved” – Commonly accepted to be the 
apostle John (cf. 19:26; 20:2; 21:7, 20).
• “Judas Iscariot, Son of Simon” – Interesting that Jesus uses Judas’ 

full name.
• Verse 27 is the only time in the Fourth Gospel that Satan is 

mentioned by name.
• This section in the text ends with the ominous phrase, “And it was 

night” – Considering all the emphasis by John on “light”, this 
seems more than just a note of time, but a depiction of Judas’ soul 
and the setting of the stage for the ultimate battle between light 
and darkness.

Lecture 7 – Chs 12-13

John 13:18-30 – Jesus predicts His betrayal



Gospel of John

• Verse 31 introduces what many call the “Last Discourse” or 
“Farewell Discourse”.
• Kostenberger states that the passage begins with a change of tone 

– now that Judas is gone “Jesus’ reaction is characterized by 
almost visible relief and a sense that the new messianic community 
has been cleansed (pg. 136).
• Jesus, addresses the disciples with “My Children”, a term of 

endearment.

Lecture 7 – Chs 12-13

John 13:31-38 – Jesus predicts Peter’s denial



Gospel of John

• “A new command” – New in the sense that it will be framed within 
a new community marked by their faith in Jesus.  This command 
will be further reinforced later as Jesus prays for the unity of all 
believers.  That unity, based on their bond of love, will demonstrate 
to the world that Jesus was who He claimed to be, and that the 
same love can be experienced by placing faith (i.e. belief) in Him 
(17:20-26).  It also can be seen as an initiation of/or inauguration of 
the New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34).  The focus being on loving 
action, not loving feeling.

Lecture 7 – Chs 12-13

John 13:31-38 – Jesus predicts Peter’s denial



Gospel of John

• “Where are you going?” – From the mouth of Peter, demonstrating 
the disciples concerns over Jesus’ words of departure.  Thomas re-
asks a form of the question again in 14:5.
• “I will lay down my life” – Peter uses words similar to what Jesus 

used in the Good Shepherd passage (10:11).
• Jesus though tells Peter that in reality “You will deny me three 

times” – Peter’s denial is recorded in all four Gospels (Matt 26:33-
35; Mk 14:29-31; Luke 22:31-34).
• Ironically, it is not Peter who is about to die for Jesus, but Jesus 

who is about to die for Peter.

Lecture 7 – Chs 12-13

John 13:31-38 – Jesus predicts Peter’s denial
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