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Gospel of John

• “Samaria” – Jews avoided this region by crossing the Jordon and 
traveling on the east side.
• Jews, despised Samaritans – considered them foreigners, less 

than human – and there were even prayers that the Jews would 
recite thanking God for not making them a Samaritan.
• The hostility was deep – and it crossed many levels, social, 

political, and even religious.
• “Sychar” – a small village near Shechem.  The same area where 

Jacob bought land (Gen 33:18-19), and apparently later gave it to 
Joseph (Gen 48:21-22).

Lecture 3 – Chs 4-5

John 4:1-42 – Jesus and the Samaritan Woman



Gospel of John

• Usually women draw water earlier or later in the day to avoid the 
heat.  Carrying water is hard, but their visit to the well gives them a 
source of social contact.
• It’s possible this woman comes at noon to avoid other women to 

emphasize her marginality.
• It was not considered proper for a man, especially a rabbi, to 

initiate public conversation with a woman whom he did not know.
• A contrast with the story of Nicodemus is that we know his name, 

but she remains nameless.  She has the longest dialogue of this 
Gospel, but she remains nameless.

Lecture 3 – Chs 4-5

John 4:1-42 – Jesus and the Samaritan Woman



Gospel of John

• Jesus challenges her with the phrase, “If you knew the gift of God 
and who asks you for a drink”
• “Gift” – only time that John uses this Greek word in his Gospel.   

Denotes God’s gift of grace through Christ. 
• Jesus' use of "living water" is paralleled by his later reference to 

"the bread of life" (John 6:35) and "living bread" (John 6:51).
• “Five husbands” – Jews held that a woman might be divorced, 

twice – at most three times.  This woman’s life had therefore been 
excessively immoral, and she was presently living with another 
man. 
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Gospel of John

• The stress of the passage makes it clear that she is outside the 
bounds of propriety—therefore, a marginal person.
• Samaritans and Jews were divided at a number of points, but the 

controversy regarding Jerusalem and Gerizim is at the center.
• “This mountain” – refers to Mt. Gerizim, the sacred mountain of 

the Samaritans.  Abraham and Jacob had built altars close to it.   
Samaritan Scriptures held that Gerizim, not Mount Ebal, was the 
mountain where Moses commanded the altar to be built (Deut
27:4-6).
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Gospel of John

• She raises what is essentially a version debate.
• The Samaritan Scriptures – known as The Samaritan Pentateuch was 

discovered in 1616.
• It had some 6000 alterations from the Masoretic text. 
• Most are simply grammar (smooth out readings, updating of archaic forms).
• They took out the references to Mount Ebal (Deut 11:29; 27:4, 13) and 

replace it with Mount Gerezim.
• In Deuteronomy, they changed the phrase, “the place that Yahweh will 

choose” to “the place that Yahweh chose – Mount Gerezim.”
• They even added an 11th commandment – that worship was to be on Mount 

Gerezim.
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Gospel of John

• “God is spirit…worship in spirit and in truth” – probably the most 
definitive statement in the New Testament for defining worship.  True 
worship must be in keeping with God’s nature and His revelation.
• “Messiah…I…am He” – Jesus’ first “I Am” statements (there is no 

“He” in the Greek, but is implied, therefore it is included in the English 
translation).  The only time before His trial that Jesus specifically 
points to Himself as the awaited Messiah.
• And Jesus’ knowledge of her secrets authenticates his claim of 

Messiashship.
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Gospel of John

• “The Saviour of the world” – used only here in NT and in 1 John 4:14.  
Synonymous to other phrases in John, i.e. “light of the world,” “life as 
the light of men.”
• Her response – she left her water jar.
• We have another instance of a misunderstanding when the disciples 

return – over the issue of “food.”
• What is striking is how this one insignificant woman is used as a 

catalyst for many Samaritans to believe.
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Gospel of John

• “Royal official” – an officer in Herod’s service.
• basilikov" The term can designate either a person of royal blood or 

a servant to the king. 
• Here, the latter is almost certainly in view; this man is a servant of 

Herod, tetrarch of Galilee. Capernaum was a border town, so 
doubtless there were many administrative officials in residence 
there.

Lecture 3 – Chs 4-5

John 4:43-54 – Jesus heals the Official’s Son



Gospel of John

• The second sign-miracle at Cana is an important transitional point in 
the narrative: 
• the stress on the necessity of trusting in Jesus. 
• the stress on Jesus as the giver of life – the  theme of the next 

section (chapters 5-10).
• “Miraculous signs and wonders” – only time it is used in John, but a 

phrase used in Acts for the ministry of the disciples.
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John 4:43-54 – Jesus heals the Official’s Son



Gospel of John

• “A feast of the Jews” – Not known what specific feast this relates to.  
Only one in John not to be named, likely due to the fact that it serves 
only as an historical marker.  The other times feast are specifically 
mentioned is due to the fact that Jesus does something in context with 
that particular feast.
• Jews were obligated to go up to Jerusalem for 3 major annual 

feasts: Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles.
• Most believe this to be the Feast of Pentecost
• The critical fact is the healing was done on a Sabbath.

Lecture 3 – Chs 4-5

John 5:1-15 – Healing at the pool



Gospel of John

• “Bethesda” – also known as Bethzatha, Bethsaida.  Dead Sea scrolls 
point to Bethesda being correct.  In Hebrew means “House of grace.”  
Archeologists have discovered pools in this area corresponding to the 
description here in John.  The Crusaders later built a church on the site, 
St Anne’s Church, to commemorate the healing miracle that took place 
here.
• “When the water is stirred” – an apparent superstition at the time 

concerning the pool.
• Some manuscripts add a verse here stating that an angel would come 

down and stir the waters – then the first one in would be healed.
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Gospel of John

• “The law forbids you to carry your mat” – Not the Law of Moses but 
their interpretation of it forbid anyone to carry loads of any kind on a 
Sabbath. 
• Here, Jesus seems to imply that some suffering is the result of personal 

sin.
• The warning phrase “something worse” probably refers to what would 

happen at the man’s judgment (future judgment in this case)—
compare 5:29.
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Gospel of John

• “Persecuted” – nothing is mentioned as to what this persecution 
entailed.
• Likely due to the controversy over the Sabbath.
• They sought to kill Jesus, because not only did he break the Sabbath, 

but he also called God his own father, making himself equal with God.
• “I tell you the truth” – “Amen, amen” in the original Greek.  A common 

formula in John’s Gospel.  Jesus used it to confirm its importance and 
trustworthiness.

Lecture 3 – Chs 4-5

John 5:16-30 – Life in Jesus



Gospel of John

• “Entrusted all judgment to the Son” – a statement of heresy to the 
Jewish leaders.  They held that the Father was the only judge of the 
world.
• The Son does the same ‘work’ as the Father on the Sabbath – i.e., 

grants life (5:21) and judges (5:22-23).
• “By myself I can do nothing” – illustrates Jesus’ dependency on the 

Father, thereby making His judgment fair.
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Gospel of John

• The section highlights the testimonies of 
• John the Baptist (v. 33)
• The works of Jesus (vs. 36)
• God the Father (vs. 37)
• The Scriptures (vs. 39)
• Moses (vs. 47)

• “You diligently study” – a reference to the exacting detail in which 
the religious leaders study the Scriptures.  A striking contrast in light 
of their ignorance of who Jesus was.

Lecture 3 – Chs 4-5

John 5:31-47 – The testimonies about Jesus



Gospel of John

• “Your accuser is Moses” – The Jews prided themselves on their 
attachment to Moses, yet the testimony of Moses speaks in favour
of Jesus, while at the same time accuses the Jews of their disbelief.
• “He wrote about me” – Jesus applies the entire corpus of Mosaic 

writings to himself.  Further, the entire OT points to Christ.
• Two ironies – if this is feast of Pentecost, it celebrates the giving of 

the Law, and, final condemnation will come from Moses, the very 
one the Jews claim trust in.
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