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Gospel of John

• There is an interesting progression in this chapter overall 
concerning the resurrection appearances. They move from the 
least skeptical to the most skeptical (Mary Magdalene as the least 
skeptical to Thomas who is the most skeptical).
• People believed that the dead person's spirit remains in the vicinity 

of the tomb for three days.
• None of the Gospels (see Matt 28:1; Mark 16:2; Luke 24:1) speak of 

this as the third day after the crucifixion, but rather as the first day 
of the week.

Lecture 11 – Chs 20-21

John 20:1-9 – The empty tomb



Gospel of John

• “To Simon Peter” – Despite his denials, Peter was still the leading 
figure among the disciples.
• “Folded up” – Not in disarray but orderly.  Not something that 

would have resulted had it been a grave robbery. This served two 
other functions, evidence of a physical resurrection and a 
theological one, that Jesus arose unencumbered.
• “He saw and believed” – Probably that Jesus was resurrected.
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John 20:1-9 – The empty tomb



Gospel of John

• “She did not realize it was Jesus” – A number of times the 
resurrected Jesus is not recognized (21:4; Matt 28:17; Luke 24: 4, 
23).
• “Do not hold onto me…returned to the Father” – Jesus appears to 

confirm that the ascension is some time off, therefore Mary need 
not cling to him because she will see him again.
• This has been used as proof by non-believers and other religions 

that Jesus was not resurrected.
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John 20:10-18 – Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene
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• Jesus’ sudden appearance is marked by his benediction, “Peace be 
with you.” The ministry of Jesus can be thought of as bracketed by 
the theme of ‘peace’. It was proclaimed at his birth (Luke 2:14) and 
here again, at the Resurrection (vs. 19, 21).
• “Receive the Holy Spirit” – Anticipating Pentecost some 50 days 

later.  Coupled with this comes the evangelistic formula comprising 
of the forgiveness of sins.
• As mentioned earlier, this chapter moves from least skeptical 

(Mary) to most skeptical (Thomas).  This section places the 
disciples in the middle of the spectrum.
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John 20:19-23 – Jesus appears to his Disciples



Gospel of John

• “Peace” – A recurring theme throughout the latter part of John’s 
Gospel (see 14:27; 20:19, 21).
• “My Lord and my God” – The ultimate confession of faith.  The 

statement confirms the divine nature of Jesus and His right to Lordship. 
It is significant for the usage of both Greek terms of ὁ κύριός μου καὶ ὁ
θεός μου.
• “Blessed are those…” – A beatitude for all those who come to faith 

from here on.
• “That you may believe” – Verse 30-31 are essentially the purpose 

statement for John writing His Gospel.  John’s motives were purely 
evangelistic.

Lecture 11 – Chs 20-21

John 20:24-31 – Jesus appears to Thomas
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Gospel of John

• Commentators are generally divided on whether or not chapter 21 is an 
epilogue added later. Carson, in his commentary gives a thorough 
summary of the arguments (pgs. 665-668).
• “That night” – Favoured by fishermen.
• Peter appears prominent throughout this story, likely in anticipation of 

what is to come.
• In this Gospel, Jesus opens his ministry with a miracle of abundance at 

Cana (2:1-11) and closes his ministry with a miracle of abundance here 
on the Sea of Tiberius (21:4-6). 
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John 21:1-14 – Jesus and the miraculous catch of fish
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• Commentators have tried to find some meaning in the unusual number 
of 153 fish caught. It may simply serve to demonstrate a catch beyond 
the capacity of a normal net to sustain.
• Two exegetical points to note: 1) Jesus calls out to the disciples with 

the Greek for ‘children’ (παιδία)(21:5). The apostle John seems to adopt 
this term of endearment in his later writings, though he predominantly 
uses the synonym teknia (τεκνία). Some make the distinction as being 
‘children’ versus ‘little children’, though ‘teknia’ is in the dictionary 
sense is used between teacher and disciple. (See 1 John 2:1,12; 2:14, 18, 
28; 3:1-2, 7, 10, 18; 4:4; 5:2, 21; 2 John 1, 4, 13; 3 John 4; Rev 2:23; 12:5)
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• 2) John describes the fire Jesus made as a ‘charcoal’ one. This is the 
same description given in John 18:18 of the fire that Peter used to warm 
himself in the midst of his first denial of Jesus. These are the only two 
times in John’s Gospel that a charcoal fire is mentioned. In this closing 
section of the closing chapter, it is used to set up the scene that is 
about to unfold, but a scene that will result in a different outcome than 
the previous one.
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• “Love” – Two different words for love are used but seem to be more 
for stylistic reasons.   John interchanges them throughout his Gospel.  
Others argue for nuances between the two but the main thrust of the 
interaction is in answering the question whether or not Peter loves 
Jesus.
• Twice Jesus uses the word ‘feed’ (βόσκε), and once he uses ‘tend/to 

shepherd’ (ποίμαινε).  Twice he uses ‘sheep’ (πρόβατά), and once he 
uses ‘lambs’ (ἀρνία).  Commentators tend to agree that these 
variations just represent diversity in language rather significant 
differences in meaning.  
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John 21:15-25 – Jesus reinstates Peter
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• “Stretch out your hands…the kind of death” – The early church 
understood this as a prophecy of Peter’s crucifixion. Notice how this is 
introduced by Jesus with the double ‘amen, amen’ formula.
• “Follow me” – The most concise statement of discipleship.
• “Until I return” – A clear declaration of the second coming.
• “Disciple who testifies” – John has stressed the importance of 

testimony throughout and here we learn that John is the beloved 
disciple who was the witness behind the account.
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John 21:15-25 – Jesus reinstates Peter
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• Verse 25 validates that John has been selective and that our historical 
knowledge is partial at best.  With that said, we do have everything 
that we need to know.
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