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Gospel of John

• The passage essentially opens with the arrest of Jesus
• “Crossed the Kidron Valley” – East of Jerusalem.
• The arrest in John’s Gospel is accompanied by a ‘band’ of soldiers 

(Speiran). We have no way of being sure of the actual number.
• “I am He” – Greek actually is “I Am”.   There is a threefold 

repetition of the “I Am” statement in verses 5, 6, and 8.
• “The cup” – Normally signifies suffering (Ps 75:8; Ezek 23:31-34) and 

the wrath of God (Isa 51:17; Jer 25:15; Rev 14:10; 16:19).

Lecture 10 – Chs 18-19

John 18:1-14 – Jesus arrested



Gospel of John

• Many commentators stress the nature of this section as being 
evidence of an eyewitness account – the lamps/torches/weapons, 
the ‘falling to the ground’ of the soldiers, Peter cutting off the ear 
of Malchus, the tying up of Jesus. 
• “Annas” – deposed from the high priesthood by the Romans in 

A.D. 15, but still held considerable power.  In Jewish law a person 
could not be sentenced on the day of the trial.
• Annas had five sons who all became high priests and he was the 

father-in-law of Caiaphas. The family was known for its greed 
wealth and power. 

Lecture 10 – Chs 18-19

John 18:1-14 – Jesus arrested



Gospel of John

• “Caiaphas” – John’s focus seems to be in reminding the readers 
that a fair trial was unlikely to be expected from a man who 
previously had said that it would benefit the nation if Jesus was put 
to death. 
• Caiaphas – his final appearance in the NT is in Acts (3:2; 4:6-7) as 

one of the leaders who question Peter and John about their 
miraculous healing of a lame man.
• In 1990 an ornate ossuary bearing this name and containing the 

bones of a 60-year old man was found just outside Jerusalem.

Lecture 10 – Chs 18-19

John 18:1-14 – Jesus arrested



Gospel of John

• “Another disciple” – Most commentators affirm this to be John.
• “The girl at the door” – All four Gospels confirm that Peter’s first 

confrontation came from a slave girl, the most unimportant person 
imaginable.
• In vs. 17, Peter answers, “I am not” (οὐκ εἰμί) to the question of the 

slave girl – A contrast to Jesus’ “I Am” statements.  Both Peter and 
John the Baptist are characterized by their “I am not” statements.  
John the Baptist in proclaiming that he was not the Messiah (3:28), 
and Peter in his denial of being a disciple of Jesus.

Lecture 10 – Chs 18-19

John 18:15-18 – Peter’s first denial



Gospel of John

• “Questioned” – Not a legal interrogation, due to the fact that no 
witnesses were called in order to establish guilt.  An accused was 
not required to prove their innocence. 
• The interrogation focused on two areas – Jesus’ disciples and his 

teaching.
• “I spoke openly…nothing in secret” – Witnesses against Jesus 

should have been easy considering He did not act or teach 
subversively. 
• “Struck” – Likely a slap based on the Greek word.  This act was 

another illegality.

Lecture 10 – Chs 18-19

John 18:19-24 – The high priest questions Jesus



Gospel of John

• In verse 25, we once again hear “I am not” from the lips of Peter.
• John portrays a second contrast in this section beyond the “I 

Am/Am not” between Jesus and Peter, but their being interrogated 
simultaneously. As Carson points out in his commentary, “While 
Jesus stands up to his questioners and denies nothing, Peter 
cowers before his questioners and denies everything” (pgs. 585-
586).
• “A rooster began to crow” – A fulfillment of the prophecy in 13:38.

Lecture 10 – Chs 18-19

John 18:25-27 – Peter’s second and third denials



Gospel of John

• In vs. 28, the Jews "did not enter (Pilate's) headquarters, so as to 
avoid ritual defilement and to be able to eat the Passover" – an 
example of Johannine irony.  They are fastidious about ritual 
defilement while bent on killing an innocent man.
• “Roman Governor” – John focuses more on the Roman phase of 

the trial.  Possible that John was inside the Governor’s official 
residence (The Praetorium) for the trial.  
• “Pilate” – The Roman Governor who showed himself to be tolerant 

of Jewish ways.  

Lecture 10 – Chs 18-19

John 18:28-40 – Jesus before Pilate



Gospel of John

• “Are you the King of the Jews” – All four Gospels are identical in 
relating Pilate’s first words to Jesus.
• Jesus confirms that he is a king, but allays Pilate’s biggest fear – Is 

Jesus a threat to Rome (vss. 36-37)?
• “To testify to the truth” – Two key components of this Gospel (cf. 

1:7).  Jesus confirms His reason for coming.
• “What is truth?” – Packed with significance in light of the 

importance of “truth” in the Gospel.  In the context of the trial 
though, teaching the truth, which Jesus claimed to do, was not a 
criminal offence.

Lecture 10 – Chs 18-19

John 18:28-40 – Jesus before Pilate



Gospel of John

• Truth is closely related to Jesus' person (14:6) (Morris, 681).  Jesus 
is full of truth (1:14).  The truth makes us free (8:32).  Jesus tells the 
truth (8:45-46).  He is the way, the truth, and the life (14:6).  He 
testifies to the truth (18:37).  When Jesus departs, the Spirit of 
truth will come to be with us (16:7, 13).  Everyone who belongs to 
the truth listens to my voice" (v. 37).  This restates the theme from 
chapter 10 (10:4-5, 16).
• “Barabbas” – A rebel and a murderer (Luke 23:19).  In Arabic it 

means, “Son of Abba / Son of the Father”.  Pure irony in light of 
Jesus being the true “Son of the Father”.
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John 18:28-40 – Jesus before Pilate



Gospel of John

• The Fourth Gospel does not deal with the trial of Jesus before 
Caiaphas and the Sanhedrin, but alludes to it in 18:24 and 28. Again, 
John’s focus is more on the Roman part of the trial.
• “Purple” – A colour used for royalty.
• “I find no basis” – Pilate’s third pronouncement of Jesus’ 

innocence (18:38; 19:4; cf. Luke 23:4, 14, 22).
• “He must die” – The penalty for blasphemy based on Leviticus 

24:16.

Lecture 10 – Chs 18-19

John 19:1-16 – Jesus sentenced to be crucified



Gospel of John

• “Judges seat…stone pavement” – This is a different name for the 
same place that the text relates as Gabbatha, meaning, “the hill of 
the house”.
• “Day of Preparation…about the sixth hour” – Using John’s 

timeline Jesus appeared before Pilate at 6:00 am and the 
crucifixion would have been at 9:00 am.
• “We have no king but Caesar” – Very chilling words when one 

considers their import of who they were rejecting (vs. 15).

Lecture 10 – Chs 18-19

John 19:1-16 – Jesus sentenced to be crucified
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Gospel of John

• “Carrying His own cross” – A condemned man was required to 
carry a beam to the place of execution. Likely only the crossbeam, 
which was called the patibulum in Latin. In Greek the word for 
cross is σταυρὸν.
• Criminals executed by Rome carried a placard around their neck 

called a titulus on the way to being crucified, listing their names 
and crimes.
• “They crucified Him” – Though the Gospel writers commit a 

significant amount of space to Jesus’ last week, they do not dwell 
on the physical sufferings of Jesus.

Lecture 10 – Chs 18-19

John 19:17-27 – The Crucifixion



Gospel of John

• “Undergarment” – Type of shirt that reaches from the neck to the 
knees or ankles.  Because it was seamless it was too valuable to cut 
up.
• The Fourth Gospel is the only one to specify the number of soldiers 

involved in the crucifixion (vs. 23). This was a quaternion, a squad of 
four soldiers. According to the Synoptics, though, a Centurion is 
mentioned as well.
• “Mary Magdalene” – She appears in all four Gospels in relation to 

the crucifixion and resurrection.  Only Luke mentions her 
beforehand (see Luke 8:2-3). 
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John 19:17-27 – The Crucifixion



Gospel of John

• “I am thirsty” – Likely a reference to Psalm 69:21.
• “Wine vinegar” – Equivalent to cheap wine, the drink of poor 

people.
• “It is finished” – The completion of what Jesus came to do.
• “Pierced Jesus’ side” – Likely to check and see whether or not 

Jesus was dead; may have also been simply an act of brutality (see 
vs. 37; Isa 53:5; Zec 12:10).
• “Blood and water” – Resulting from spear piercing the pericardium 

(the sac that surrounds the heart) and the heart itself.

Lecture 10 – Chs 18-19

John 19:28-37 – The Death of Jesus



Gospel of John

• “Joseph of Arimathea” – A rich disciple (Matt 27:57) who was also a 
member of the Sanhedrin.  Luke 23:50-51 shows him disagreeing 
with Jesus’ condemnation.
• “Nicodemus” – Only John tells us that Nicodemus joined Joseph in 

the burial.
• “Seventy five pounds” – A very large amount, typical of royal 

burials (2 Ch 16:14).
• “A new tomb” – This was Joseph’s own tomb (Matt 27:60).

Lecture 10 – Chs 18-19

John 19:38-42 – The Burial of Jesus
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