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The Centrality of Scripture 
 
1. There are 3 basic factors that cause the Bible to be central to our faith. 
 

a. Its centrality because of what it is: 
 

i. A revelation from God (God’s self-disclosure of Himself) 
1. Grace 
2. An eternal perspective with absolute and final authority 
3. Theology before praxis 
4. A polemic 

 
ii. A “guidebook” for life 

1. Deuteronomy 6:6-9 
 

And you must commit yourselves wholeheartedly to these commands 
that I am giving you today. 7 Repeat them again and again to your 
children. Talk about them when you are at home and when you are on 
the road, when you are going to bed and when you are getting up. 8 Tie 
them to your hands and wear them on your forehead as reminders. 9 
Write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 

 
2. 1 Peter 1:23, 25; 2:2 

 
For you have been born again, but not to a life that will quickly end. 
Your new life will last forever because it comes from the eternal, living 
word of God… 25 But the word of the Lord remains forever.” 
2 Like newborn babies, you must crave pure spiritual milk so that you 
will grow into a full experience of salvation. Cry out for this 
nourishment, 

 
3. 2 Timothy 3:14-16 

 
But you must remain faithful to the things you have been taught. You 
know they are true, for you know you can trust those who taught you. 
15 You have been taught the holy Scriptures from childhood, and they 
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have given you the wisdom to receive the salvation that comes by 
trusting in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful 
to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our 
lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is 
right. 

 
a. Its centrality because of who we are: 

 
i. We are image bearers of God (Gen 1:26) 

 
Then God said, “Let us make human beings in our image, to be like us. 
They will reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, 
all the wild animals on the earth, and the small animals that scurry along 
the ground.” 

 
ii. We are fallen, sinful people (Rom 3:23) 

 
For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. 

 
iii. Salvation is available (John 3:16) 

 
“For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 

 
iv. We are in need of instruction from God (2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:16-21) 

 
For we were not making up clever stories when we told you about the 
powerful coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. We saw his majestic splendor 
with our own eyes 17 when he received honor and glory from God the 
Father. The voice from the majestic glory of God said to him, “This is my 
dearly loved Son, who brings me great joy.” 18 We ourselves heard that 
voice from heaven when we were with him on the holy mountain. 
 
Because of that experience, we have even greater confidence in the 
message proclaimed by the prophets. You must pay close attention to 
what they wrote, for their words are like a lamp shining in a dark place—
until the Day dawns, and Christ the Morning Star shines in your hearts. 20 
Above all, you must realize that no prophecy in Scripture ever came from 
the prophet’s own understanding, 21 or from human initiative. No, those 
prophets were moved by the Holy Spirit, and they spoke from God. (2 
Peter 1:16-21) 
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b. Its centrality because of what God does 
 

i. He is active in our world in bringing His will and kingdom to pass 
ii. He has revealed Himself, and His plan for mankind 

iii. He reveals to us what He thinks - about life, morality, ethics, and 
purpose/mission/values in life 

iv. He has not left us dependent on subjective experiences to find Himself, 
truth, and fulfillment 

 
2. What are the implications of all this? 
 

a. There is a need to be involved in personal reading and study of the Bible.  Why? 
 

i. Teachers will not always be available 
ii. Not all teachers speak the truth! (1 John 4:1-3) 

 
Dear friends, do not believe everyone who claims to speak by the Spirit. 
You must test them to see if the spirit they have comes from God. For 
there are many false prophets in the world. 2 This is how we know if they 
have the Spirit of God: If a person claiming to be a prophet acknowledges 
that Jesus Christ came in a real body, that person has the Spirit of God. 3 
But if someone claims to be a prophet and does not acknowledge the 
truth about Jesus, that person is not from God. Such a person has the 
spirit of the Antichrist, which you heard is coming into the world and 
indeed is already here (1 John 4:1-3). 

 
iii. Each of us have particular needs that the public ministry of the Scriptures 

do not meet 
iv. We must be able to read and study for our spiritual growth and formation 

 
b. Are there dangers that we need to be aware of in personal Bible study? 

 
i. When we refuse to listen to other teachers or expositors 

ii. When we develop our own unique interpretations (2 Peter 1:20-21) 
 

20 Above all, you must realize that no prophecy in Scripture ever came 
from the prophet’s own understanding, 21 or from human initiative. No, 
those prophets were moved by the Holy Spirit, and they spoke from God. 
(2 Peter 1:20-21) 

 
iii. When we develop patterns and methods of interpretation that may lead 

to dangerous conclusions.  Note: The Bible can be a “dangerous” book 
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We, therefore, need to do all we can to minimize the danger. 
 
 Two thoughts to reflect on: 

 
• Learn good methodology 
• Expose faulty methodology 

 
(Which is essentially what this study is all about) 
 
3. What about the issue of illumination in interpreting the Bible? 
 
Question: Do not all believers have the Holy Spirit that will lead them into “all truth?” (John 
16:13) 
 
These are the primary texts used to develop a doctrine of “illumination.” 
 
John 14:16-18 
 
And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, who will never leave you. 17 
He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth. The world cannot receive him, because it isn’t 
looking for him and doesn’t recognize him. But you know him, because he lives with you 
now and later will be in you. 18 No, I will not abandon you as orphans—I will come to you. 
 
John 16:13-15 
 
When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own 
but will tell you what he has heard. He will tell you about the future. 14 He will bring me glory 
by telling you whatever he receives from me. 15 All that belongs to the Father is mine; this is 
why I said, ‘The Spirit will tell you whatever he receives from me.’ 
 
1 Corinthians 2:14 
 
But people who aren’t spiritual can’t receive these truths from God’s Spirit. It all sounds 
foolish to them and they can’t understand it, for only those who are spiritual can understand 
what the Spirit means. 
 
1 John 2:20, 27 
 
But you are not like that, for the Holy One has given you his Spirit, and all of you know the 
truth….27 But you have received the Holy Spirit, and he lives within you, so you don’t need 
anyone to teach you what is true. For the Spirit teaches you everything you need to know, 
and what he teaches is true—it is not a lie. So just as he has taught you, remain in fellowship 
with Christ. 
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We must conclude that the primary focus of illumination is not interpretation but 
application. 
 
A common saying is that “Biblical Interpretation” is more perspiration than it is illumination 
 
4. The implications of all this: 

a. Study is necessary 
b. Good methodology is necessary 
c. Sensitivity to the Holy Spirit is necessary 


