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Theological Contributions

1. God’s sovereignty is at the core of this book

a. In the political realm

i. The narrative section of Chs. 1-6

b. In the spiritual realm

i. The apocalyptic/prophetic section of Chs. 7-12

2. History/Covenant as a source of sovereignty validation

a. The Covenant, especially for Daniel, shapes his 

understanding of present circumstances

3. Monotheism – specifically Yahweh as the Sovereign One

a. Contra the polytheistic/syncretistic cultural context

4. God’s sovereignty as the central theme of eschatology

a. Full realization/recognition of Yahweh’s sovereignty



Theological Contributions

1. The tension of God’s dominion over the dominion of human 
rulers and authorities
a. Some commentators see the dominion mandate of Gen 

1:26-28 and its fallen expression found in human 
government underlying the book of Daniel

2. Though doubtful at first, Yahweh is protector of those who 
are faithful to Him through the covenant
a. Yahweh protects Daniel and his friends through the gifts 

of influence and skill
b. Their many achievements are the direct result of God’s 

work in their lives and their fidelity to His will
c. The twin themes of human commitment and divine 

protection are played out in the context of exile



Theological Contributions

1. The dream sequences serve as demonstrating the superiority 
of Yahweh over the weakness and non reality of the 
Babylonian gods (2:27-30)

a. Even the king admits this in 2:46-49, that no other deity 
can deliver in this manner

b. Some have seen similarities between the dream 
sequences in Daniel with the 10 plagues of the Exodus. 
Not so much in the details but in the resulting message –
Yahweh alone is powerful and sovereign

c. Yahweh’s ultimate victory is certain, bringing salvation and 
deliverance for the faithful while purging the earth of 
kings and kingdoms that do not honour Him (See also Isa 
13-27, 63-66; Jer 46-51; Eze 25-32, 40-48; Zech 12-14)



Theological Contributions

1. The dream sequences also serve to stress that wisdom 
originates with God, not with secular powers
a. Power and authority, devoid of wisdom, devolves into 

chaos – Yahweh alone has the wisdom to rule time and 
history

2. The witness of Daniel and his three fellow Israelites, especially 
in Chapters 1-6, emphasizes not only God’s protection of His 
remnant, but the Lord’s desire to gain a relationship with the 
Babylonians (as with all creation)
a. Remnant theology can be formulated from Daniel, a 

theme first proposed by the Israelite slavery in Egypt
b. The refusal to bow down before a massive idol (3:1-7) was 

a direct violation of the first two of the Ten 
Commandments. Their deliverance from the fiery furnace 
is accomplished nonhuman means



Theological Contributions

1. The progression of Nebuchadnezzar is telling. He begins as 
the nemesis of exile, to favourable towards Yahweh and His 
people

2. The progression of his confessions are as follows:
a. God is the sustainer of all (1:8-21)
b. God reveals (2:14-45)
c. God delivers (3:8-29)
d. God is the Most High (4:2, 17, 24-25, 34)
e. God is holy (4:8, 9, 18)
f. King of Heaven (4:26, 37)
g. Lives and rules forever (4:34)
h. Rules justly (4:37)



Theological Contributions

1. Chapter 5 serves as the climax between Yahweh and the 
Babylonian deities as related in the fall of Babylon and the 
judgement upon Belshazzar

2. Belshazzar combines sacrilege and profanity in his revelry 
resulting in a hand writing cryptic words on the wall (5:1-4)

3. Fear ensues and Daniel is summoned – they recognize he has 
the Spirit of God in him (5:11, 14)

4. Daniel is filled with knowledge and the ability to interpret 
dreams (5:12, 14, 16)

5. Daniel denounces Belshazzar for exalting himself above 
Yahweh (5:17-22). To exalt oneself above Yahweh is to place 
yourself against Yahweh



Theological Contributions

1. Daniel chastises Belshazzar for venerating gods that ‘do not 
see or hear or understand’, because only Yahweh gives the 
king breath and power (5:23)

2. Belshazzar’s kingdom and rule is given to Cyrus (5:24-31), 
because the God who rules history cannot be mocked

3. Though the earthly players are being shuffled, Daniel and the 
faithful remnant are protected – a theme that continues into 
the closing chapter of the narrative section which depicts the 
well-known story of Daniel in the lion’s den (Ch 6)

4. The ‘enemies’ of Daniel realize the best way to attack Daniel is 
at some point in ‘the law of his God’.

5. God delivers Daniel because of his faith (6:23) while at the 
same time vindicating Daniel in that he had done nothing to 
deserve royal displeasure (6:22)



Key Thought:

Chapter 6 summarises the 
narrative section in that Daniel 

served the Persians as 
faithfully as he served the 

Babylonians. Therefore, Israel 
can remain faithful to Yahweh 
and be useful to their captors 

and be blessed by both.
Daniel shares this theme 

alongside the book of Esther.



Theological Contributions

1. Daniel and his fellow exiles live firsthand with the threats of 
Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 27-28, in that covenant 
disloyalty has serious consequences. 

2. They are similar to Joseph in that their forced departure from 
the land is not due to their own sins

3. 2 Kings 23:31-24:7 describes the culmination of decades of sin 
that results in Babylon’s dominance of Judah. Isaiah stated 
that Hezekiah’s descendants would serve the Babylonian 
kings (39:1-8) as well as predicting Cyrus’ victory over Babylon 
(44:28; 45:1). Jeremiah declared the captivity would last 70 
years (25:1-11)



Theological Contributions

1. Daniel shares much with the Wisdom books. Though educated 
and trained in the best Babylon had to offer, Daniel and his 
friends remained rooted in their own Wisdom heritage

2. God blessed them with knowledge and skill to all matters 
pertaining to wisdom (1:17-21), which they applied to various 
complex issues (1:18-16; 3:1-18)

3. Even those they served recognized their being filled with 
God’s Spirit with wisdom (4:8, 18)

4. Wisdom acknowledges Yahweh as the true source. This 
should serve as an antidote to idolatry and self-worship. God 
still reigns despite Israel’s exile, because the exile makes 
God’s universal reign more evident due to the remnant’s 
witness to Gentiles



Theological Contributions

1. Some commentators see Chapters 1-6 as operating from earth 
to heaven, while Chapters 7-12 moves from heaven to earth.

2. Chapter 7, which opens the apocalyptic/prophetic sections 
moves in 4 broad sweeps
a. Daniel sees four quarreling beasts/kings (7:1-8). The fourth 

supplants them – told in imagery of power and arrogance
b. The Ancient of Days appears (7:9-10) – in full contrast to 

the first 8 verses – in true power and authority
c. A true ruler is presented – A Son of Man – worthy of 

receiving and governing the kingdom of God forever (7:13-
14). Again, the contrast over against the earthly rulers

d. The final section (7:15-28) depicts a time when the fourth 
kingdom will be superseded by a permanent one led by 
the Son of Man



Theological Contributions

1. Chapter 8 includes new and expanded details from the 
previous vision but agrees in two key aspects:
a. God is able to know and rule the future, as readily as the 

past or present
b. God will overcome all arrogant and evil rulers and will 

establish His rule over all the earth
2. Daniel is comforted by these facts, even though the future 

depicts turbulent times for God’s people, that matches the 
reality of the present

3. Even in this apocalyptic/prophetic section, the conflict 
between heaven and earth is in full view. A view which 
demands a decision – side with the earthly rulers who appear 
to have dominance if only for a time, or side with Yahweh 
whose rule will never end, despite appearances to the 
contrary



Theological Contributions

1. In Chapters 9-10, Daniel’s concern for the chosen people 
dominates this section.

2. Daniel’s prayer of confession and petition echoes other 
passages such as Exodus 32:11-13; Psalms 78, 89, 104-106; Ezra 
9:6-15 and Nehemiah 9:5-38

3. These two chapters can be outlined as follows:
a. Yahweh to restore the people (9:1-19)
b. Vision of the Messiah (9:20-27)
c. Persia and Greece (10:1-21)

4. This section is prompted by Daniel’s conviction of the truth of 
Jeremiah’s 70 year prophecy (Jer 25:11-12; 29:10). Gabriel’s 
appearance is to convey to Daniel the following



Theological Contributions

1. Gabriel reveals:
a. The holy place will be restored
b. The Saviour will come
c. Another vicious ruler will arise afterwards (9:24-27)

2. All this will transpire in a period of ‘seventy weeks’. Though 
many interpretations exist, the general outline appears clear:
a. Israel will return to the land
b. The Temple will be renewed
c. The Messiah will come
d. Opposition will arise again

3. The woes of God’s people will not end, in fact the opposition 
over time may grow, yet the faithful must live in light of 
Yahweh’s eternal reward  



Theological Contributions

1. Chapters 11-12 contrasts the historical details that are 
prophetically presented and the security of God’s people 
during those periods.

2. Most commentators see the specific details, especially as 
outlined in 11:1-39, as transpiring between the Persian period 
and the death of Antiochus

3. Though another blasphemous king will arise (11:40-45), they 
will not prevail. Prompting the faithful to wonder, ‘How long, 
Lord’? before God vindicates Himself and His people

4. Daniel’s closing chapter reemphasizes the remnants place in 
history. There will be a time of unprecedented trouble, yet 
God will use all the power of heaven to deliver them (12:1)

5. The deliverance is not from death, but through resurrection 
(12:2)



Theological Contributions

1. 12:1-3 means there is no refuge for the wicked in death, nor 
any significant loss for the righteous, even though the earthly 
bodies have ceased to function

2. All shame and suffering for the righteous are temporary –
described here as the ‘wise’ who:
a. Led many to righteousness (12:3)
b. Will endure forever (12:3)

3. Despite all this, God’s holy people will experience shattering 
(12:7), but will be purified by the struggle against wickedness 
(12:10)

4. Daniel is assured that the grave is not his final home, like the 
remnant, God who rules history rules life after death. Daniel 
himself will experience resurrection (and inheritance) (12:13)



Theological Contributions

1. Daniel presents references to the Messiah (A Davidic king), in 
the contexts of the rise and fall of wicked earthly rulers

2. These verses appear in the context of judgement and the 
triumph of the remnant

3. Though the Messiah will be ‘cut-off’ and left with nothing 
(9:24-26, see Isaiah 53 for similar language), he will along with 
God’s people triumph as sin is eradicated and righteousness 
prevails (9:24)

4. Earlier OT passages depict the nature of the Davidic heir:
a. It includes an eternal kingdom (2 Sam 7:16)
b. Will rule without end a kingdom of peace (Isa 9:6-7; 11:1-10)
c. Will die to redeem people (Isaiah 53:1-12)
d. Will rule when raised from the dead (Ez 37:1-8; Psalm 2 & 

110)



Theological Contributions

1. With respect to the nature of the Messiah and the promises of 
a Davidic king, the figure in 7:13-14 and 9:24-27 is applied to the 
earlier promises of a Davidic heir
a. No one else is ever given the kingdom of God
b. No other figure is cut-off and still able to redeem people
c. No one else is said to transform, judge, and inspire at the 

same time
2. Jesus’ usage of the title ‘Son of Man’ denotes the following:

a. He has the power to judge & receive the kingdom of God 
(Matt 10:23, 24:27; Mark 13:26; Luke 17:22; John 1:51)

b. Jesus portrayed himself as the suffering and betrayed ‘Son 
of Man’ (Matt 26:24; Mark 9:12, 14:21; Luke 22:22)

c. Every Gospel writer connected Jesus to the Messianic 
hope



Theological Contributions

1. Daniel’s approach to Scripture is important for understanding 
the growth of the canon and how earlier texts were 
perceived.

a. There is great reverence for the Law of Moses (9:1-19)
b. He shares earlier prophets views on history and honors 

the revelation of those earlier prophets

i. He notes the nations exilic plight in a similar manner to 
2 Kings 17 (9:1-19)

ii. He acknowledges Jerusalem as God’s chosen city 
(9:16-17)

iii. He heeds the prophecies of Jeremiah (9:1-2)

c. He interceded and lamented in a manner similar to the 
exilic psalms in Psalms 90-106



Theological Contributions

1. Daniel’s affirmation of former prophets parallels that of 
Zechariah (6th C) where in Zech. 7:8-14 he records his 
agreement with former prophets interpretation of Israelite 
history

2. Daniel’s view of the remnant is based on historical 
circumstances and visions of the future

3. Daniel’s visions assert that the remnant will triumph because 
Yahweh rules the future

4. The greater proof of this is seen in God’s power to raise the 
dead (12:1-3, 13). Death does not conclude God’s relationship 
with the remnant – neither individually or collectively

5. The canon, following the book of Daniel, turns its attention 
towards the remnant reclaiming the promised land and 
reinvigorating the hope that is only found in Yahweh


