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Gabriel’s Three-fold Division of the Seventy “Sevens”



The 3 Major 
Interpretive 

Schemes



Daniel – Chapter 9

1. Chapter 9 is an important Messianic prophecy –
equal in importance with Isaiah 53.

2. Unlike Isaiah, which presents an intimate 
portrayal and theological rationale for the 
Suffering Servant (i.e. Messiah), Daniel’s 
prophecy presents historical cues for the 
Servant’s appearance on the world stage.

3. Apocalyptic ‘biblical’ literature often shares 
‘themes’ or ‘touchpoints’ with other biblical 
passages.



Daniel – Chapter 9

1. Chapter 9 is introduced by Daniel’s reading of 
Jeremiah’s 70 year prophecy, a period of years 
that many have recognized as more figurative, 
than actual.

2. If we date this section to 539 BC, then counting 
backwards gets us to 609 BC, a date with no 
significance. The closest we get is 605 BC with 
Daniel’s own exile.

3. Baldwin, in her commentary notes that 70 years 
is an accepted period which pagan gods decree 
ruin upon a city that has incurred divine 
displeasure.  



Daniel – Chapter 9

1. What is significant, is the theological 
implications - the end of the exile denotes a 
restoration and marked acceptance by the Lord.

2. This is in many ways akin to Isaiah chapters 40-
66 which speak of restoring the nation and the 
coming of the Lord’s Anointed One. (Both 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel gave similar messages of 
hope).

3. The prayer of Daniel (vss. 4-19) serves as 
confession and intercession – and a bridge 
between the ‘70’ of Jeremiah and the ‘70 of 
Gabriel.



Daniel – Chapter 9

1. Gabriel is dispatched – seemingly in response to 
Daniel’s praying, at the evening sacrifice. This is 
telling because it implies that although the 
sacrificial system is not in operation, those 
times are still observed by the faithful.



Daniel – Chapter 9

1. Longman writes, “Daniel’s prayer…was 
motivated by his reading of Jeremiah’s 
prophecy that the Exile would last seventy 
years. Gabriel’s answer to Daniel’s prayer is an 
interpretation of the seventy years in a way that 
seems to extend its purview. Gabriel apparently 
suggests that the end of the seventy-year exile 
begins a process, one that will last for seventy 
“sevens,” or weeks of years-usually understood 
as 490 years.

2. Some commentators see the ‘70’ weeks as 49 
years.



Gabriel’s Answer to the Seventy “Sevens” (vs. 24)

1. The finishing of transgression
2. The end of sin
3. The atonement of the wicked
4. The bringing in of everlasting 

righteousness
5. The sealing up of vision and prophecy
6. The anointing of the most holy



Daniel – Chapter 9

1. The ‘most holy’ of verse 24 is considered by 
some to be referred to the restored Holy Place 
in the Temple in 164 BC. For others, the referent 
is the anointing of Christ and His church and the 
Temple (Matt 12:6; Eph 2:19-22).

2. From the ‘seventy sets of sevens’ there is sixty-
two sets of seven.

3. The period of sixty two is where the Anointed 
One is introduced.

4. The conclusion of the sixty two brings the death 
of the Anointed One, and the rise of a ruler who 
will destroy the Temple.



Daniel – Chapter 9

1. The ruler is understood by most commentators 
to refer to Antiochus Epiphanes, while others 
believe this was fulfilled during the events of 
66-70 AD with the destruction of the Temple.

2. Still others claim this to be yet in the future.
3. Though there are many facets to this prophecy, 

it in no way diminishes the reality of God’s 
control of historical events to serve his ultimate 
purpose.



The vision of Daniel’s Seventy Weeks, then, can be explained 
simply. It refers to a period of seventy sabbaticals or periods of 

seven years required to bring in the ultimate jubilee: release from 
sin, the establishment of everlasting righteousness and 

consecration of the temple. During the first seven sabbaticals the 
city of Jerusalem is restored. Then for sixty-two sabbaticals there is 

nothing to report. In the climactic seventieth week, Israel’s King 
arrives and dies vicariously for his people. Strangely, desecration of 

the temple similar to that by Antiochus Epiphanes in the Greek 
Empire is perpetrated by the Jewish people themselves, resulting 
in the destruction of Jerusalem. These events are fulfilled in the 

person of Jesus of Nazareth. He is the coming king. His crucifixion is 
the sacrifice to end all sacrifices and the basis of the New Covenant 

with the many.

Peter Gentry, Daniel’s 70 Weeks and the New Exodus, 41.


