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Alexander the Great
1. Alexander was born in 356 BC, the son of Philip II, King of 

Macedonia.
2. At 12, he tamed Bacephalus, a stallion that no one else was able 

to control. Alexander would ride Bacephalus into every major 
battle until the very end.

3. At 13, Philip hires the Greek philosopher, Aristotle to be 
Alexander’s personal tutor. He did this for 3 years, training 
Alexander in rhetoric, literature, science, medicine, and 
philosophy.

4. At 16, his father, while away in battle, left Alexander as co-
regent, demonstrating Philip’s confidence in Alexander at such a 
young age.

5. Philip’s dream was to conquer Persia, an invasion that was 
already set in motion in 336 BC. Philip, though, was assassinated 
and the conquest of the Persian Empire now fell to Alexander.



6. The conquest into Persia saw Alexander pitted against many 
Greeks who were often hired as mercenaries for other armies.

7. At the battle of Issus, Alexander faced Darius III, King of Persia. 
Though greatly outnumbered, Alexander was victorious. Darius 
fled in panic, leaving behind and abandoning his mother, wife, 
and children. Alexander, due to their royalty, treated them with 
respect.

8. On June 7, 323 BC, Alexander succumbed to illness and died at 
the age of 33 without naming a successor.
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9. Alexander’s kingdom was eventually divided amongst four of his 
generals (symbolized by the four horns growing in place of the 
large one –vs. 22)  After Alexander the great died, there was 
fighting among the people for who would reign. A single ruler did 
not arise--he was succeeded by his "diadochoi," or "successors." 
Four of his generals arose to take power over four main regions--

a. Cassander ruled Macedonia (Antiogonus ruled prior)

b. Lysimachus - Thrace and Asia Minor

c. Seleucus- Syria

d. Ptolemy – Egypt

10. Alexander, recognized as a military genius, served as inspiration 
for later conquerors such as Hannibal, Pompey, Caesar, and 
Napoleon.
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Antiochus IV Epiphanes

1. His contemporaries called him “The Mad One.” A Greek 
wordplay on Epiphanes. Rabbinical sources refer to him as 
“The Wicked.”

2. Was known for his arrogance and cruelty.
3. His conquest of the south (Egypt; see 1 Macc. 1:16-19).
4. Subjugation of Palestine (1 Macc 1:20-28).
5. His desecration of the Temple – sacrificed pigs on the altars (1 

Macc 1:44-49, 54-59).



6. Encouraged disobedience of God’s Law, burned copies of it, 
and executed anyone who kept copies in their possession.

7. Second Macc. 9:10 describes him as one who “thought his 
power reached to the heavens” with his coins depicting a star 
above his head.

8. As foretold in Daniel 8:25b, he met his death by nonhuman 
agency. According to 1 Macc. 6:1-16, he died of grief after 
hearing of  the Maccabean victories over his forces.

9. 2 Macc. 9: 5-6 gives more detail, stating that the Lord “struck 
him an incurable and unseen blow” which cause severe 
abdominal pains. He then fell out of his chariot and was 
severely wounded (7-8).
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10. His wound became infested with worms and his body began 

to rot. The stench was so bad no one would go near him (2 

Macc. 9:9-11)

11. He confessed his sins but was rejected by God and dies a 

broken man (2 Macc. 9:12-29)

12. After the Temple remained polluted for three years and ten 

days (1 Macc. 1:54 and 4:52), Judas Maccabeus ordered it to 

be ritually cleansed and rededicated. This event is where the 

Festival of Lights, or Hanukkah (meaning “dedication”) 

originated.

13. Most identify him as the eleventh horn of the beast in Daniel 

chapters 7-12.
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