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Key Thought:

Though we change genres, the 
last half of Daniel maintains 
the continuity of the themes 

presented in the first half



The transition here is significant

The first 6 chapters depict the world as seen from a 
physical standpoint, with all its power struggles and 

political posturing, while the remaining chapters unlock 
the spiritual realities, forces, and influences that move 
the physical world. Still, whether physical or spiritual, 

both are subject to and under the authority of, Yahweh.
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The 4 Kingdoms



The “Little Horn”

1. It is commonly interpreted to represent a 
single person – likely a king or ruler.

2. It’s human characteristics like “eyes” and 
“boastful speech.”

3. It’s violent actions towards other kings and 
nations.

4. It is likely an embodiment of evil, potentially 
in a future ruler, possibly the Anti-Christ.





The “Ancient One”

1. In the midst of the revelation of ongoing human evil, 
is the introduction of a court room with the Lord 
presiding over the world’s affairs.

2. The imagery is unmistakable in that his white hair 
depicts wisdom, the white clothing, righteousness, 
and fire, judgment.

3. The text in the NLT uses millions to number the 
angels, which likely is meant to express the original 
idea of “numbers beyond calculation.”

4. The imagery, in some ways, is reminiscent of Isaiah 6.



The “Son of Man”

1. The term is used for a divine person in Daniel, but was 
also used for the prophet Ezekiel. Therefore, the term 
has both divine and human connotations.

2. In Daniel, he is given the authority to rule an eternal, 
universal kingdom that governs all nations.

3. He serves as a representative of all God’s holy people.
4. He comes on the “clouds of heaven,” depicting his 

heavenly origin and power.
5. His kingdom is received with humility and holiness, in 

contrast to the arrogance and boasting of the “little 
horn”.


