
Book of 
Daniel



'King Nebuchadnezzar, please accept my 
advice. Stop sinning and do what is right. 

Break from your wicked past and be merciful 
to the poor. Perhaps then you will continue 

to prosper.' 

Daniel 4:27 NLT



The Judgment Upon Nebuchadnezzar:

1. It was meant to teach him that God is the 
ultimate authority and ruler.

2. It was a demonstration of God’s grace. The 
judgment came 12 months after the 
pronouncement, giving time for Nebuchadnezzar 
to heed the warning of Daniel and acknowledge 
God.

3. It was also symbolic. Nebuchadnezzar took Israel 
into exile for 70 years and was now going to 
experience his own exile of seven periods of time.



Nebuchadnezzar’s Confession – Is it Legitimate?

1. His public decree (4:1b-3)

2. His sanity returned – something God stated 
would happen upon the king’s confession 
(4:25-26)

3. His public confession of inferiority to God 
(4:34-37)



Key Thought:

The role of Daniel in the life of 
Nebuchadnezzar cannot be 
ignored. Though we acknowledge 
God as the orchestrator of events, 
he nevertheless used Daniel as 
the instrument of his purposes. 
Daniel, as a faithful and willing 
servant, demonstrated the type of 
influence one can have when fully 
surrendered and available to God.



Major Lessons from Chapter 5

1. The lessons learned during the reign of 
Nebuchadnezzar have long been forgotten.

2. Further, over time, arrogance and pride once 
again dominate human activity.

3. When a supposed crisis arises, divine help is 
sought out.

4. Despite the appearance of the supernatural hand 
and interpretation, Belshazzar remained 
unrepentant. 

5. Judgment will eventually come, despite the years 
of apparent silence from God.



The Defilement of Belshazzar

1. This is a case of open blasphemy. 
2. His predecessors did not reach this level of offense 

against God.
3. Belshazzar dishonours God, in both words and actions –

he demonstrates the actions of an unwise scoffer.
4. Belshazzar, would have at the very least, acknowledged 

Yahweh as a legitimate deity amongst the plethora of 
deities worshipped in Babylon.

5. The defilement of the Temple objects is a direct attack on 
God.

6. To couple holy objects for the worship of idols was again, 
raising idols above God and bringing the ultimate insult to 
Him.


