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Daniel



The Charge against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 

1. Constituted proof that they did not worship the 
gods of the king or the nation.

2. They were then, by association, not loyal to the 
king.

Religious non-conformity is almost always viewed as 
a threat against the reigning authority and is one of 

the primary motivations behind persecution.



"Today I call on heaven and earth as witnesses against 
you. If you break my covenant, you will quickly 

disappear from the land you are crossing the Jordan to 
occupy. You will live there only a short time; then you 

will be utterly destroyed.
27 For the LORD will scatter you among the nations, 

where only a few of you will survive.
28 There, in a foreign land, you will worship idols made 
from wood and stone-- gods that neither see nor hear 

nor eat nor smell.

Deuteronomy 4:26-28 NLT



Why are idols so dangerous?

1. They attempt to satisfy what only God can
2. In time, you become what you worship 

(idolize)



Some Concluding Thoughts:

1. We cannot deny the miraculous nature of this 
story.

2. We also cannot deny the apparent divine 
nature of the fourth person.

3. The three were not saved from the furnace, but 
protected in it.

4. Nebuchadnezzar appears to have come to some 
kind of faith in God, though he likely continued 
to worship him alongside the other gods of 
Babylon.



Key Thought:

For Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, death was preferable 

over disobedience to God.



As believers there are two realities to acknowledge

1. Our responsibility to a higher moral and 
ethical authority – God

2. Our primary citizenship is elsewhere



The key question that needs to 
be asked:

In Daniel, is there a discernible 
line that gets crossed that 

prompts Daniel and his friends to 
openly defy their captors?


