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Setting

 Northern Kingdom of Israel falls to the Assyrians in
722 BC

e Southern Kingdom of Judah falls to the Babylonians
in 586 BC

* Daniel (and his friends) are taken into captivity in
605 BC




BLACK SEA

CASPIAN SEA

Q Melidu ©

Carchemish Haroan Gozan

£Van
Urmia
Tushpa%

Tarsus Ninevah MEDIA

Calah
--"% Asshur O Arrapkha
- O Echatana
° Rezeph N Ephrates
I ad L | YHamath N
vady) O Tadmor
Paphos ]/ Orontes B cuthan
BABYLONIA 6‘ G

]
/]
oD
MEDITERRANEAN SEA  Tyre d [/ = ~omascus
Babylon

Jordar]
O7|Samaria

§
Op J |
JUDAH STUsAeM  ARABIAN DESERT

EGYPT ’ Tahpanhes
Mempis

e 2\ THE BABYLONIAN EMPIRE o 000

—————————— > © Mark Barry 2010 | visualunit.me | Please do not republish without permission, but feel free to copy for personal use.



- -l i N -l L w il maa n
Today | call on heaven and earth as witnhesses against you. If you
break my covenant, you will quickly disappear from the land you
are crossing the Jordan to occupy. You will live there only a short

time; then you will be utterly destroyed. 2’ For the LORD will
scatter you among the nations, where only a few of you will
survive. 22 There, in a foreign land, you will worship idols made
from wood and stone-- gods that neither see nor hear nor eat
nor smell. 22 But from there you will search again for the LORD
your God. And if you search for him with all your heart and soul,
you will find him. 30 "In the distant future, when you are suffering
all these things, you will finally return to the LORD your God and
listen to what he tells you. 3! For the LORD your God is a merciful
God; he will not abandon you or destroy you or forget the
solemn covenant he made with your ancestors.

Deuteronomy 4:26-31 NLT
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The 3 Primary Reasons God Judged the Nation

1. Covenant disloyalty (Jer 11:10; Eze 39:23-
24; Hos 8:1-3)

2. The worship of idols (Isa 10:10-11; Jer
16:11; Amos 5:26-27)

3. Trusting in other nations (Isa 30:1-2; 31:1;
Hos 3:13-15)



The Names of Daniel and His 3 Friends

1. Daniel (God is my judge) becomes
Belteshazzar (Bel protects his life)

2. Hananiah (The Lord is grace) becomes
Shadrach (Command of Aku)

3. Mishael (Who is God) becomes Meshach
(Who is Aku?)

4. Azariah (The Lord helps) becomes
Abednego (Servant of Nego)



The Second and Third Deportations

1. The second one takes place in 597 BC, and

includes a young Ezekiel. More national
treasures are carted away.

2. The third deportation is in 586 BC. This time,
the Temple is burned and Jerusalem is left in
ruins. Only the most destitute and poor are

left behind. All others are carted off to
Babylon.
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Daniel (and his friends) personify what it
means to live in the “fear of the Lord”.
The central proverb of the wisdom
literature



Authorship and Date

* Internal: The usage of “I Daniel” (8:1;
9:2, 20; 10:2)
 External: Jesus, in Matthew 24:15

quotes 9:27; 11:31; 12:11 as coming
from the prophet Daniel.



Authorship and Date

Daniel, therefore, not only presents an authentic
first person view of life during the exile, but a
detailed account of the Persian era (538 BC), and
into the Greek period to the time of Antiochus
Epiphanes and the Maccabees (165 BC).



Style, Nature, and Structure

The book is written in 2 languages
* Hebrew
* Aramaic



Daniel has 3 major genres of literature

1. Historical Narrative
2. Wisdom
3. Apocalyptic
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Chapter | Language Focus
1 Hebrew | Prologue
§ S 2 Nebuchadnezzar's dream and the four kingdoms
2 =
m
= _§ 3 The valour and rescue of faithful servants
z
- § g 4 The insanity and humiliation of
E "% 5 Aramaic Neb g mnar ——
£ | 5£ 5 The humiliation of Belshazzar
v
& 6 The valour of Daniel
§ 7 Daniel’s vision of the four beasts/kingdoms
- 8 Daniels vision of the ram and goat
G
S
a % 9 Daniel’s vision of the 70 weeks
° o
S = 10 Hebrew
€
g 11 Daniel’s vision of the end times
£
—




The 4 difficult questions Daniel helps to answer

1.
2.
3.
4.

Is God really in control?

Is God good?

Why is suffering allowed?

How far do we engage with culture?




