
They Met Jesus
Life-Changing Encounters

Marilyn Kunz & Catherine Schell

Published by Q Place



All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the 
Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 
2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved 
worldwide. www.zondervan.com. The “NIV” and “New International 
Version” are trademarks registered in the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc.™

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted 
in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including 
photocopying, recording, or any information storage and retrieval system 
without written permission from Q Place, P.O. Box 1581, Wheaton, IL, 60187, 
USA; 1-800-369-0307; info@QPlace.com.

They Met Jesus: Life-Changing Encounters
Copyright © 1968, 1993, 2016 by Catherine Schell

Cover photo Sergei25/Shutterstock
Second Q Place Printing 2018
Printed in the United States of America 
ISBN 978-1-880266-55-7



 CONTENTS
GETTING STARTED 

How to Use this Discussion Guide  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  5
What Is a Q Place?  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  6
Q Place Guidelines � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  6
Q Place Discussion Tips  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  7 
Tools for Studying the Bible in a Q Place  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  7
When You Are the Question-Asker  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  8

THEY MET JESUS: Life-Changing Encounters

Introduction  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  9

 1� Simeon, Anna, John the Baptist
  Scenes from Luke 2—3; John 1; Matthew 11  � � � � � � � � � � � � � 11

 2� Simon, the Woman, the Centurion
  Scenes from Luke 7; Matthew 8  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  19

 3� A Ruler and Zacchaeus
  Scenes from Luke 18—19  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  27

 4� The Blind Man
  John 9:1-41  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �35

 5� James and John
  Scenes from Mark 1; 3; 10; Matthew 17; Luke 9  � � � � � � � � �  41

 6� Peter 
  Scenes from Matthew 14; 26; Luke 9; John 21  � � � � � � � � � �  47

 7� Pilate
  Scenes from John 18—19  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  55

 8� Philip and Thomas
  Scenes from John 1; 6; 14; 11; 20  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  63



Simeon, Anna, John the Baptist • 11

1Scenes from Luke 2—3; John 1; Matthew 11

Simeon, Anna, 
 John the Baptist 

Throughout the history of the Jewish people, there were at 
least a few individuals in every generation who retained 
the expectation that Jehovah would provide a Savior for his 

people� They lived with such sensitivity to the reality of God that 
they were able to recognize his presence� Included in this number 
were Simeon and Anna� We see them meeting the infant Jesus as 
he is brought into the temple in Jerusalem, in fulfillment of the Law 
of Moses� 

Jesus makes a tremendous impact on these two elderly people� They 
do not hear him preach or watch him heal, yet seeing him gives 
them a sense of fulfillment. They believe that all of life’s questions 
are answered in him, that life has meaning and purpose because he 
has come� Though Simeon and Anna are old, they are alert to the 
new and startling thing that God is about to do in their world� They 
are not set in their ways, immovable, and convinced that all change 
is bad� All their lives they have worshiped the God who is Creator, 
and they expect him to act creatively� 

John the Baptist’s whole life, even from before his birth, is linked 
to Jesus� The Gospels indicate his personal contact with Jesus is 
rather limited, but John is faithful to his mission of preparing the 
way for Jesus’ public ministry� 
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Simeon and Anna 

Read Luke 2:22-38 

 1� What details do you learn about Simeon? 

  How do our longings affect our lives? 

 2� Why was Simeon in the temple when Mary and Joseph bring 
in Jesus? 

  What is the connection between Simeon’s desire and the 
guidance he receives? 

  Can you describe a time when the Holy Spirit made similar 
connections in your life? 
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 3� What facts about Jesus does Simeon reveal (verses 29-35)? 

  In what ways are Simeon’s words later fulfilled? 

 4� What details do you learn about Anna (verses 36-38)? 

  Why do you think she responds as she does? 

 5. From Anna’s example, what can we learn about influencing 
others? 

John the Baptist 

Read Luke 3:1-17 

 6. How does John fulfill the Old Testament prophecy of verses 
4-6? 
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 7� In John’s preaching, what warnings and advice does he give to 
the various segments of society of his day? 

  How is true repentance demonstrated in daily behavior? 

Note: In Luke 3:7, John takes his figure of speech from the way 
that snakes in the Jordan wilderness would flee to safety from 
spreading brush fires. 

 8. How does John clarify the difference between himself and the 
Messiah (verses 15-17)? 

Read John 1:29-36 

 9� What does John know and not know about the one for whom 
he has been preparing the people? 

  What sign identified Jesus to John as the coming one? 
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 10� What do you think John means when he calls Jesus the “Lamb 
of God”? 

  How does Jesus take away the sin of the world? 

Read Matthew 11:2-6 

 11� How does John deal with the doubts that come over him in 
prison? 

  How does Jesus answer John’s question? Compare verse 5 
with Isaiah 35:4-6�

 12� How should we handle doubts, which especially trouble us 
when we are isolated and struggling physically or emotionally? 

  How can Scripture help us? 
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SUMMARY 

 1� What do you learn about Jesus from Simeon, Anna, and John 
the Baptist? 

  What can others learn about Jesus through you? 

 2� How did the devotion of Simeon, Anna, and John prepare 
them to receive the news of Jesus’ coming? 

CONCLUSION 

Simeon, Anna, and John the Baptist represent a unique group 
standing at the end of the long line of faithful people looking forward 
to the promises of a Deliverer and a Redeemer� These three stood 
“on tiptoe” to see God’s promises fulfilled in the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world� The heritage of their 
faith has been captured in Scripture so that, like them, we have the 
opportunity to recognize who Jesus is and to respond to him as they 
did�




