
Acts
The Holy Spirit Transforms Lives

Marilyn Kunz & Catherine Schell

Published by Q Place



All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the 
Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 
2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved 
worldwide. www.zondervan.com. The “NIV” and “New International 
Version” are trademarks registered in the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc.™

Scripture quotations marked NASB are taken from the New American 
Standard Bible®. Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 
1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission.  
(www.Lockman.org)

Scripture quotations marked NLT are taken from the Holy Bible, New 
Living Translation. Copyright © 1996, 2004, 2007, 2013 by Tyndale House 
Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol 
Stream, Illinois  60188. All rights reserved. 

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted 
in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including 
photocopying, recording, or any information storage and retrieval system 
without written permission from Q Place, P.O. Box 1581, Wheaton, IL, 60187, 
USA; 1-800-369-0307; info@QPlace.com.

Acts: The Holy Spirit Transforms Lives
Copyright 2012, 2017 by Catherine Schell

Previously published as two separate discussion guides:
Acts Book 1:  The Holy Spirit Transforms Lives
Copyright ©1961, 1993 by Marilyn Kunz and Catherine Schell 
Acts Book 2:  Amazing Journeys with God
Copyright ©1961, 1993 by Marilyn Kunz and Catherine Schell 

First printing 2018
Printed in the United States of America 
ISBN 978-1-880266-45-8



CONTENTS
FOREWORD   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5

GETTING STARTED 
How to Use this Discussion Guide   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7
What Is a Q Place?   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8
Q Place Guidelines  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8
Q Place Discussion Tips   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 
Tools for Studying the Bible in a Q Place   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9
When You Are the Question-Asker   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10

ACTS: The Holy Spirit Transforms Lives

Introduction   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11
 1 . Acts 1
  “To the Ends of the Earth”   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13

 2 . Acts 2
  The Holy Spirit Comes   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19

 3 . Acts 3
  Healing and Preaching   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  25

 4 . Acts 4:1-31
  Opposition and Bold Witness   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  31

 5 . Acts 4:32—5:42
  Generosity, Judgment, Persecution, Deliverance   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .37 

 6 . Acts 6—7
  Stephen: A Man Full of Faith   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  43

 7 . Acts 8
  Philip: A Man with a Mission   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  49

 8 . Acts 9
  Saul’s Conversion   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  55

 9 . Acts 10
  Cornelius and Peter: Two Surprising Visions   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  61



 10 . Acts 11
  Good News for the Gentiles   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  67

 11 . Acts 12
  Peter’s Deliverance   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  73

 12 . Acts 1—12
  Review   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  79

 13 . Acts 13
  First Missionary Journey Begins   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  83

 14 . Acts 14
  First Missionary Journey Completed   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  89

 15 . Acts 15:1-35
  Council at Jerusalem   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  95

 16 . Acts 15:36—16:40
  Second Missionary Journey: Philippi   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  101

 17 . Acts 17
  Thessalonica, Berea, Athens   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  107

 18 . Acts 18
  Third Missionary Journey Begins   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  113

 19 . Acts 19
  Ephesus   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  119

 20 . Acts 20—21:16
  Paul’s Farewells: Third Missionary Journey Ends   .  .  .  .  .  .  125

 21 . Acts 21:17—22:30
  Paul’s Arrest at Jerusalem   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  131

22 . Acts 23—24
  Plot against Paul, Defense before Felix   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  137

 23 . Acts 25—26
  Paul’s Defense before Festus and Agrippa  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  143

 24 . Acts 27—28
  Journey to Rome   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  149

Conclusion   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  155

Map   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .158



“To the Ends of the Earth”  • 13

1Acts 1 

“To the Ends of the Earth” 

Jesus’ disciples have experienced devastating loss in his recent 
death, then overwhelming joy at his resurrection . As the book 
of Acts opens, they realize Jesus is going away again . This time 

the experience of separation from him begins something altogether 
new, and they will not be alone . As you study, imagine you are one of 
Jesus’ disciples participating in the events described in this chapter . 

 
Read Acts 1:1-3 and Luke 1:1-4

 1 . What does Luke reveal about his sources of information and 
his purpose in writing these two accounts?

  What do you learn about the recipient of the documents?

Note: The Gospel according to Luke and the Acts of the Apostles 
are volumes one and two of Luke’s account of the New Testament 
events. 
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 2 . From the facts listed about Jesus, how does Luke emphasize 
the reality of Jesus’ resurrection? 

Read Acts 1:4-11 

 3 .  What command and what promise does the risen Lord give 
his apostles (verses 4-5)? 

 4 .  With Jesus vindicated as the Messiah by his resurrection from 
the dead, the disciples’ question in verse 6 is a natural one . 
Put Jesus’ answer to that question into your own words . 

 5 .  What is a witness? 

  How are these apostles to be witnesses? See also 1:21-22 . 

  What does it mean to be a witness to Christ today? 

 6 .  What assurance is given the disciples at Jesus’ ascension? 
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  Why the emphasis on this Jesus or this same Jesus in 
verse 11? 

  What emotions would you have felt if you had been one of the 
disciples? 

Read Acts 1:12-26 

 7 .  What groups and how many are present at this prayer 
meeting? 

  If you had been in this group and had heard Jesus’ instructions 
in verses 4, 5, and 8, what do you think you would be praying 
about? Why? 

 8 .  During these days of prayer and waiting, why does Peter raise 
the issue of a replacement for Judas? 

 9.  What qualifications are required for Judas’ successor? 

  What are the three steps involved in choosing Matthias (verses 
21-26)? 
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Note: The normal way of settling the offices and duties in the Jewish 
temple was by lot. The names of the candidates were written on 
stones which were placed in a vessel. This was shaken and the one 
whose stone fell out first obtained the office. 

 10 .  Matthias, chosen to replace Judas, was a witness with the 
other eleven to Jesus’ resurrection . If you are a follower of 
Jesus Christ, in what sense can you bear witness today to his 
resurrection?

  11 .  How do you account for the change in the disciples’ attitude 
now from their attitude before the resurrection? 

SUMMARY 

 1 .  Who were the witnesses present at each event in this study? 

  In witnessing God’s work in your life and those around you, 
how have you been changed? 

 2.  Which of Jesus’ promises in this chapter have been fulfilled 
and which one has not? 

  In what ways does the promise of Jesus’ return affect the way 
you live day by day? 
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PRAYER 

Lord Jesus Christ, we rejoice that you were raised from death 
and that you will one day return to this earth. Grant us the 
fullness of your Holy Spirit in our lives. You know the difficulties 
and opportunities we face today. Empower us to represent you 
wherever we are as your witnesses. For your name’s sake, we 
pray, amen. 




