
What is the E-Vac System’s pH?
Frequently Asked Questions

pH is a scale of acidity from 0 to 14. It tells how acidic or alkaline a 
substance is. More acidic solutions have lower pH. More alkaline 
solutions have higher pH. Substances that aren’t acidic or alkaline (that 
is, neutral solutions) usually have a pH of 7.

Did You Know?

Source: www.epa.gov/eg/dental-effluent-guidelines

EPA passed a rule specific to Best Management Practices for Dental Amalgam 
Waste, prohibiting the use of bleach or chlorine-containing cleaners that may 
lead to the dissolution of solid mercury when cleaning chair-side traps and 
vacuum lines. The rule says, “…vacuum lines that discharge amalgam process 
wastewater to a POTW [publicly owned treatment works] must not be 
cleaned with oxidizing or acidic cleaners, including but not limited to bleach, 
chlorine, iodine and peroxide that have a pH lower than 6 or greater than 8.” 
(40 CFR 441.30(b)(2)).1

Our Evacuation Product Line – Vacuum Shock™ and Vacuum Clean™ -
features neutral formulations with a pH of 7 that follows best management 
practices (BMPs) identified by the EPA to help ensure the efficiency of 
amalgam separators. These products do not contain bleach, chlorine, iodine, 
peroxide, or any oxidizers.
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