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Children’s Eye Health and Safety Month 
Brings Awareness to Dental Industry 

 

Ensure Your Young Patients’ Eyes are Safe from Injury 

 
August is Children’s Eye Health and Safety Awareness Month. It’s the perfect opportunity to 

encourage parents to learn more about vision health, as well as schedule back-to-school 

screenings. In addition, one of the main objectives of this month is to raise awareness about 

preventing eye injuries in children. According to the American Academy of Ophthalmology, an 

estimated 2.4 million eye injuries occur in the United States and wearing protective eyewear 

can prevent 90% of all eye injuries. 

Eye injuries can occur anywhere, but one area 

where protection may be overlooked is in the 

dental office. A foreign body in the eye is one of 

the most common types of injuries. Patients sitting 

in a chair can be exposed to any number of things: 

chemicals, filling materials, prophy paste, etc. 

While dental healthcare professionals typically 

wear eyewear protection, often the patients do 

not even know they are at the same risk of flying 

debris, saliva, etc. In addition, the dental office can 

be a bright light environment, and this can affect 

young children with sensitive eyes.  

If parents know their child is sensitive to bright lights, they should bring in their own sunglasses 

or ask the dentist for safety eyewear for cleanings and procedures. Mary Hayes, DDS, is a 

pediatric dentist in Chicago. Over her 30+ year career, she’s noticed that children often have 

acute sensitivity to light and has offered sunglasses for at least 20 years. “The child’s eyes, on 

average, tend to be more sensitive to light. The dental office is a bright light environment. We 

give them a choice of light or dark tint and either a broad frame or wraparound style. It has to 

fit their head well, so you have to have different sizes. The sunglasses also offer protection from 

stray splatter of any kind.” 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s 

Guidelines for Infection Control in Dental Healthcare Settings 

2003, protective eyewear is required for both the practitioner 

and patient.  It should be worn during procedures that are likely 

to generate splashes or sprays of bodily fluids or debris 

generated by dental procedures.  
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Eye protection provides a barrier to materials entering the eye and comes in a variety of 

options: goggles, glasses, full-face shields, etc. However, to work properly, these devices must 

fit properly. This may pose some difficulty for the pediatric patient. 

Eyewear for patients should be standard protocol, but compliance can be challenging. In its 

effort to help dental professionals avoid the risk of eye injury to their patients, Palmero 

Healthcare designed a line of safety eyewear for adults and children. “We’ve learned that most 

dental offices are not aware that there are small pediatric sizes that are ANZI certified,” said 

Karen Neiner, President of Palmero Healthcare, LLC.  

Palmero’s ProVision eyewear brand includes two pediatric eyewear products: Econo Wrap Mini 

and the Miniwrap. The wraparounds are 25% smaller than the adult versions and are ideal for 

children with a smaller facial structure. They are also lightweight, fog-free, and scratch-

resistant. The mini-wrap also has adjustable temples with an integrated comfortable nose 

bridge. Ensuring your young patient’s comfort will enhance their dental experience so that all 

procedures will go smoothly. 
 

Pediatric Safety Eyewear 

ProVision® Mini Econo Wraps ProVision® Miniwraps™ 

   
Ref# 3607G Ref# 3607C Ref# 3705P 

 

“If you can keep a child comfortable, you can have a happier patient,” said Hayes. “It’s all about 

comfort.” 

Dental professionals should select safety eyewear for themselves and their patients that serves 

their practice on multiple levels to eliminate blue light exposure; protect against spray, splash, 

and splatter for infection control; and protect from high impact flying projectiles that can cause 

permanent damage to the eye, and comfortable enough to ensure compliance.  

Hayes said it’s important for dentists to also remind their patients not to look directly into the 

blue curing light. “It’s not meant for direct vision for anyone.” 

“We recommend dental professionals implement an Eye Conservation Program for their 

practice by using the four C’s of safety eyewear: Certified, Clarity, Comfort, and Compliance,” 

said Neiner. 

• Certified: Safety eyewear should incorporate a wraparound design for full coverage and 

meet industry standards and guidelines for lens, cornea, and retina protection (ANSIZ87.1, 

OSHA, and CDC). It must be manufactured from high impact resistant materials to protect 
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from flying debris and projectiles. Specialty bonding lens should filter out damaging Blue 

Light 400 nm - 500 nm levels to the retina. 

 

• Clarity: Anti-fog coating, scratch resistant technologies, and superior lens designs provide 

excellent optics for visual acuity.  

 

• Comfort: There are many styles with a broad range of frame, temple, and nose bridge 

designs. Individualized fit provides all day security and optimal comfort. 

 

• Compliance: The dental environment should promote safety eyewear for everyone in every 

procedure, every day. 

Safety does not need to be compromised for comfort. Review your dental practice procedures 

this month to ensure your young patients’ eyes are safe from injury. 

“Safety is paramount in all areas of dentistry, and eye safety is no 

exception,” - American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry (AAPD) 

President Dr. Joe Castellano. 

“Safety is paramount in all areas of dentistry, and eye safety is no exception,” said American 

Academy of Pediatric Dentistry (AAPD) President Dr. Joe Castellano.  “All dental care providers 

need to have and wear eye protection during dental procedures. It is equally important that 

eyewear is always provided to patients to keep their eyes safe. Splattered or aerosolized fluids 

containing pathogenic bacteria and flying tooth fragments (which are basically projectiles), can 

contact our eyes, or those of our patients, at any time during a dental procedure. Donning 

protective eyewear for every dental procedure is the easiest and safest way to ensure that the 

patient’s and the dental care teams’ eyes remain free from harm.” 
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