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About This Issue

Golden Jubilee of the Lectionary

• Brendan McConvery, C.Ss.R.

Reflecting the early Christian tradition of the risen Lord opening the 
Scriptures to his disciples and breaking the bread, the celebration of 
the Eucharist has always included the reading of scripture. The Jewish 
community probably had an arrangement of the Scriptures to be read 
on the sabbath in the synagogue as early as New Testament times. When 
the Scriptures were read in the Christian Eucharist, it was from large, 
often beautifully ornamented copies of the Gospels and other biblical 
books. Many of these early manuscripts contained lists of readings and 
marginal signs indicating the ‘begin here’ point (incipit) and conclusion 
of the Gospels and other readings.

By the Middle Ages, a community needed a virtual library in the 
sanctuary – sacramentary with the liturgical texts, book of the Gospels, 
epistolarium or collection of the texts from the Pauline and other letters, 
Psalter and Graduale for the cantors. When Mass began to be celebrated 
quietly by an individual priest at a side altar both for reasons of private 
devotion and as intercession for the departed, there was need to simply 
these texts and edit them into a single book which would eventually be 
known as the missal. The readings of the medieval missal survived not 
only the Tridentine revision of the missal of Pius V (1570), but they also 
survived more or less intact in the Anglican Book of Common Prayer 
and Lutheran order for the Lord’s Supper.

The medieval lectionary was truly iron rations. Old Testament readings 
were extremely rare, and the ordinary text for weekdays was either the 
repetition of the previous Sunday’s readings or the repeated commons 
of martyrs, virgins, widows. One of the most profound decisions of the 
Second Vatican Council was to look seriously at the place of Scripture 
(Constitution on the Liturgy 35. 1, 2). A team of scriptures scholars was 
appointed to explore how this might be implemented. By 1969, Ordo 
Lectionum Missae was published. This was not a lectionary-book but sim-
ply a list of texts that would eventually form the three-year lectionary.

The lectionary as book was published in 1970. So it is appropriate this 
year to remember its golden jubilee. While it has been one of the great 
successes of the liturgical reform and has been adopted by other Christian 
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Churches either in the form known as the Common Lectionary or in 
their own editions, it is not without its weaknesses. Liturgists may like the 
somewhat prosaic Sundays of the Year title as giving Sunday its ancient 
role as the primeval Christian feast, inevitably, the intrusion into it of the 
three-month long Lenten and Easter cycle causes some disruption for the 
lectio continua. This is especially the case in Year A when the Sermon on 
the Mount is always disrupted and the preacher must return to try and 
knit up the loose ends. The larger selection of Old Testament readings is 
welcome, but do they come simply as appendages to the Sunday Gospel 
or can the Old Testament be heard in it is own right? 

This year is also the golden jubilee of this journal. When three wise 
men, Austin Flannery OP, Wilfrid Harrington OP, and Martin McNamara 
MSC realized that a new lectionary was going to demand new resources 
if it were to achieve its purpose, they founded Scripture in Church as a 
way of making unpretentious, but serious scholarship, available to the 
preacher, the reader and indeed anyone who wanted to satisfied with 
the Bread of the Word. We remember them with honour and respect. 

ABOUT THIS ISSUE • GOLDEN JUBILEE OF THE LECTIONARY



Sundays and Festivals

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion
5 April 2020 • Brendan McConvery, C.Ss.R.

Celebrant’s Guide

Introduction to the Mass

Where the blessing and procession with palms take place, follow the introduc-
tion in the Missal or adapt it to local needs, and begin Mass with the opening 
prayer. Otherwise, use the Solemn or Simple Entrance.

Dear friends, our Lenten season of penance is drawing to a close. In the 
week ahead, we shall remember with faith and love the last week of Jesus 
on earth. Today we recall the Lord’s entrance into Jerusalem, as King and 
Messiah. Let us prepare to celebrate this Eucharist by calling to mind our 
sins and asking for pardon.

Penitential Rite

Lord Jesus, you brought salvation to us through the tree of the cross. 
Lord, have mercy.

Christ, you suffered for us, leaving us an example of obedience to the 
Father. Christ, have mercy.

Lord, you took the burden of our sins, so that we might find new life 
through you. Lord, have mercy.

Headings for Readings

first reading • (Isa 50:4-7). The prophet describes how God’s Servant, like 
a faithful disciple, listens attentively and does not offer any resistance 
to his tormentors. 

second reading • (Phil 2:6-11). Quoting from an early Christian hymn, 
Paul invites us to imitate the suffering Christ.

gospel • (Mt 26:14–27:66). Matthew tells us the story of Jesus’ final days. 

Prayer of the Faithful

president • God’s love for the world was revealed in its fullness when his 
Son was raised on the Cross. Trusting in that love, we pray for the world, 
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the church and those who are dear to us, saying

response • We adore you O Christ and we bless you,
because by your holy Cross you have redeemed the world. 

readers • May those who are crushed by poverty or who are the victims 
of war and injustice, find hope and strength in the Cross of the Lord. 

For all the members of our Church: that we may put on the mind of 
Christ and follow his example of humble love for all humanity. 

For those who bear the cross of sickness or infirmity. May the memory 
of the Lord’s Passion be for them a source of comfort and hope. 

We remember during this week the Christian Churches of the Holy 
Land: let us pray for the peace of Jerusalem. 

We remember our brothers and sisters who have gone before us, 
marked with the sign of the Cross in Baptism [especially...]. May the risen 
Lord welcome them into the joy of his Resurrection.

president • We worship you, Lord, as we venerate your holy Cross and cel-
ebrate your resurrection. By the wood of the Cross you brought joy to the 
world; and you now live and reign to intercede for us, for ever and ever.

Invitation to the Lord’s Prayer

Jesus prayed during his passion that the cup might pass from him but 
declared his willingness to drink it and to do the Father’s will. We also 
pray for the grace to do God’s will. 

Communion Reflection

Remember that the ashes that were on your forehead at the beginning 
of Lent were created from the burnt palms of last Palm Sunday. As 
we come towards the end of another Lent, let us remember that new 
beginnings invariably come from old false things that were allowed 
to die. (Richard Rohr – adapted) 

Commentary and Reflections

Commentary

gospel for the procession • (Mt 21:1-11). Galilean visitors to Jerusalem 
would probably have approached the holy city via the Roman road from 
Jericho. It was a stiff climb, more than 20 kilometres long, with Jericho 
more than 250 metres below sea level and Jerusalem over 750 metres 
above. Jesus choses to enter Jerusalem riding on a donkey, not because he 
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is tired after the climb from Jericho, but because he wishes to show that 
the prophecy of Zechariah 9:9 is fulfilled. Writing at a time when Israel 
was under Persian dominion, Zechariah still looks forward to national 
independence under either a new David or a messianic figure who would 
fill the role of the ideal king, not a power-broker but a champion of the 
poor and downtrodden and himself a humble figure who symbolically 
has chosen the beast of burden of the poor.

The Gospel text translates literally the parallelism of the Hebrew and 
makes the disciples bring two animals to Jesus. How Jesus manages to 
sit on two animals is not explained – some interpreters suggest that the 
garments spread on the two animals formed a kind of seat. Spreading 
branches of trees and garments on the road was a symbol of welcome 
for royal figures. ‘Hosanna’ is a Hebrew word that means ‘Save, I pray!’ 
It occurs in some of the psalms. ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord’ is taken from Psalm 118:26 and is addressed to a victorious 
king on his arrival at the Temple to give thanks for his victory. 

mass: first reading • (Isa 50:4-7). This is the first of the four Servant Songs 
from Isaiah (42:1-4, 49:1-6; 50:4-11; 52:13-53:12) that will be used in the 
liturgy of Holy Week, culminating in the finale of the Song of the Suf-
fering Servant on Good Friday. Who did the prophet see as the Servant 
– himself, the personification of Israel, or a future figure? The opening 
verse describes the Servant as both a student who listens and as a teacher 
who has performed his task in instructing and encouraging the weary. 
Each day he has been attentive to the needy. From verse 5 onwards, it 
begins to use the language of the great Fourth Servant Song. By ‘giving 
his back to the smiters’, the Servant has proved his meekness and fidelity. 
Tearing out a man’s beard or spitting in his face were sign of contempt 
and public abuse. The Servant is sure of God’s judgement on his cause 
that he will receive ultimate vindication. ‘Setting his face like flint’ refers 
to his determination to resist whatever evil will come his way. 

responsorial psalm • (Ps 22). For the prophet, this was a psalm of the suf-
fering just one who is unfairly persecuted. Its opening verse is quoted by 
the dying Jesus in the Gospels of Matthew and Mark. Other verses, e.g., 
the division of the garments and the wounds in the hands and feet, are 
cited either directly or indirectly by the evangelists.

second reading • (Phil 2:6-11). This was probably an early Christian hymn 
that Paul quotes to his readers reminding them to have same mind as 
was in Christ Jesus’ (v. 5). Although Son of God, Christ ‘emptied him-
self’, thereby revealing the self-giving compassion and generosity of 
God. Unlike Adam, who aspired to be God, Jesus took ‘the form of a 
slave’, becoming, not merely human like Adam, but accepting the most 
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extreme form of brutal death reserved for the slave or outlaw. The Father, 
in whom he trusted, ‘exalts’ him as worthy of the divine name, declaring 
him worthy of universal adoration. Sharing the divine name, he is ‘Lord’ 
over the whole of creation, not only over the human world.

gospel • (Mt 26:14–27:66). Matthew’s Passion, like all the Passion narra-
tives, is a complex blend of memory and theology. It begins with a story 
of betrayal. Judas is a tragic figure, whose name recalls the history of the 
Jewish people. Aspects of that Jewish dimension of Matthew’s passion 
narrative are troubling: the cry that ‘His blood be on us and on our chil-
dren!’ (Mt 27:25 NRS), or the high-priests’ cynical use of the blood money 
they had given to Judas for the purchase of the potter’s field and finally, 
the placing of a guard on the tomb. Matthew’s community was engaged 
with the new Jewish community that had survived the fall of Jerusalem 
in 70 AD and was also probably in competition with them for converts. 
We have not time to explore every aspect of his Passion narrative.

Matthew’s treatment of the scene at the cross has distinctive features. 
He alone describes the unusual events that take place as soon as Jesus 
breathes his last: ‘At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in 
two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. The 
tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen 
asleep were raised. After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and 
entered the holy city and appeared to many’ (Mt 27:51-53). Matthew 
has a special interest in earthquakes which leads us to ask whether he 
saw them as real or symbolic. He tells us that the storm on the lake was 
caused by an earthquake (8:24). Earthquakes and famines will be signs of 
the troubles of the last days (24:7). A great earthquake on Easter Sunday 
causes the tomb to split open and the Risen Jesus to come out (28:2).

So what about the dead rising? One of the great classical pieces of Old 
Testament prophecy was Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of the dry bones. 
The Lord promised at the end of that vision that he was going to restore 
Israel to its own land: ‘I am going to open your graves, and bring you up 
from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of 
Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, 
and bring you up from your graves, O my people’ (Ezek 37:12-13). This 
seems to be Matthew’s way of telling us that, with the death of Jesus, the 
final age has begun. Instead of leaving us on Calvary in the dark, Matthew 
has already pointed us in the direction of the Easter dawn.

Reflections towards a Homily

Today’s homilist faces a choice – to develop the theme of the day (the 
Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem) or to develop some aspects of Matthew’s 
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passion narrative. We might take our clue from the official directive on the 
celebration of Holy Week. It begins on ‘Passion (or Palm) Sunday’ which 
joins the celebration of Christ’s regal triumph and the proclamation of 
the passion. The connection between both aspects of the Paschal Mystery 
should be shown and explained in the celebration and catechesis of this 
day’ (Paschale Solemnitatis – On the Celebration of the Easter Feasts). 

A Palm Sunday procession was held in Jerusalem as early as the fourth 
century. A Spanish woman pilgrim called Egeria spent Easter there about 
380 and describes the procession in detail (Itinerarium Egeriae nos 30-
31). At the end of the morning Mass in the great church of Jerusalem, 
the people were reminded to come to the Mount of Olives at 1 in the 
afternoon, bringing their palm-branches. At 3, they went to the church 
marking the place of the Lord’s ascension, where ‘hymns and antiphons 
suitable to the day and to the place are said, interspersed with readings 
and prayers.’ About 5 o’clock, Gospel story of the children meeting the 
Lord with branches and palms was read. Then everyone walked from 
the top of the Mount of Olives back to Jerusalem, singing hymns and 
repeating ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’ Egeria no-
ticed that ‘all the children, even those too young to walk, were carried by 
their parents on their shoulders, all of them bearing branches, some of 
palms and some of olives.’ The Palm Sunday procession in Jerusalem is 
still a major celebration for the Palestinian Christians, even if the Israeli 
government often imposes restrictions on them. 

The procession and solemn entry of the Lord anticipates his return 
when he will be greeted by his own with hosannas. 

Holy Thursday: Mass of the Lord’s Supper
9 April 2020 • Brendan McConvery, C.Ss.R.

Celebrant’s Guide

Introduction to the Mass

‘Why is this night different from all other nights?’ That is a question the 
youngest child present at a Jewish Passover celebration asks of the person 
who presides. Holy Thursday is different from all other nights because it 
brings us together to celebrate a single great liturgy beginning tonight 
and reaching its climax in the Easter vigil on Saturday. Let us savour the 
words and music of these special days. 
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Welcoming the Oils

If the Holy Oils are carried in the Entrance Procession, they may be wel-
comed at the beginning of the Liturgy in this or similar form.

ceebrant • Today, the bishop consecrated the Holy Oils that will be used 
in the administration of the sacraments and have been sent to every 
parish in the diocese. We welcome the Oil of Catechumens that will be 
used to prepare candidates for the Sacrament of Baptism: Hail, Holy Oil.

response • Hail, Holy Oil. 

celebrant • We welcome the Oil of the Sick which will anoint those who 
are ill and bring them God’s comfort in their suffering: Hail, Holy Oil.

We welcome the Oil of Chrism which will anoint the newly baptised 
and later those who are confirmed. It will also be used to anoint the hands 
of a new priest and the head of a new bishop. Hail, Holy Oil.

Penitential Rite

Recalling our Lenten journey of conversion, we ask for pardon as we 
say, ‘I confess...’

Headings for Readings

first reading • (Ex 12:1-8; 11-14). The Lord gives Moses instructions how 
to prepare for the Passover.

second reading • (1 Cor 11:23-26). Paul tells his converts at Corinth how 
the Lord, at the final meal with his disciples, took bread and wine and 
blessed them, commanding the disciples to do this in his memory.

gospel • (Jn 13:1-15). When he washed their feet, Christ gave his disciples 
an example of self-less love and service. 

Prayer of the Faithful

president • As we begin these three special days during which we remember 
how Jesus our Lord passed from death to life, we pray that we will learn 
to imitate the example of love and service he gave us.

readers • For Francis our pope, N, our bishop and the priests of our par-
ish who today renew their commitment to the service of the people of 
God. May Christ the Good Shepherd make them generous in serving 
God’s people.

For our brothers and sisters who begin the last stage of their journey 
to Baptism during these special days. May the Lord warm their hearts 
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with his presence.
For married couples: that their love for one another may reflect to 

their children and friends the depth of Christ’s love. 
For the sick of our parish. Today, the anointing oil of the sick was 

blessed. We pray that all who will be anointed with it this year may 
experience the comfort of God’s presence healing them in body, mind 
and heart. 

For the Jewish people who will soon celebrate the Feast of Passover. 
May the Lord who has chosen them as his own be gracious to them.

For the Christians of the Middle East: that the Lord will grant peace 
to their war-torn lands. 

For our brothers and sisters who have passed from death to life [espe-
cially...] and for those who mourn them.

president • As you shared the final meal with your disciples, Lord, you 
told them they were your friends and not your servants. May we also 
come to know the meaning of friendship with you and follow you on 
the way that leads to true peace of heart. We make our prayer of you 
who live and reign for ever.

Introduction to the Lord’s Prayer

As we prepare to share the Bread of Life, let us pray the words that Christ 
our Lord has taught us.

Invitation to the Sign of Peace

At the Last Supper, the Lord promised us a peace that the world cannot 
give. With trust in his promise, we greet each other with the sign of peace. 

Commentary and Reflections

Commentary

first reading • (Ex 12:1-8; 11-14). This passage gives instructions for the 
proper celebration of the feast of Passover. Originally this spring-time 
festival of Passover marked the beginning of the Israelite year. But, after 
the Exile. the beginning of the year was celebrated in the autumn, after 
the harvests and vintages had been gathered. Each family performed the 
rite of preparing and sacrificing the lamb. In time, this became centralised 
in the Jerusalem Temple. The sacrificing of the animals would have taken 
most of the afternoon of the eve of Passover.

Our Triduum always occurs close to Passover: this years, 2020, Passo-
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ver begins in Wednesday, 8 April. Four days before the feast, the lamb 
(or goat) that was to be sacrificed was chosen. Between sunset and the 
appearance of the first stars (‘between the two evenings’) on the eve of 
the feast, it was to be slain and its blood daubed on the doorposts of the 
house. Originally, this may have been an annual rite of community of 
shepherds and the smearing of the blood invoked protection on the flock 
for the rest of the year. Here, what is sought is protection for the people 
from the ‘passing over’ of the angel of death who will slay the firstborn 
of Egypt but preserve the Hebrew slaves. The menu for the feast is basic 
– unleavened bread, roasted lamb accompanied with bitter herbs. Later, 
the Passover meal will become more elaborate, but these three remain 
at the centre of the celebration and it will be kept as a festival ‘for ever’. 

responsorial psalm • (Ps 115 [116]). This psalm is part of the ‘Great Hallel’ 
(‘Great Praise’) Psalms (Pss 113-118) sung on important Jewish feasts 
including Passover. Jesus and his disciples sang it at the end of the last 
supper (Mt 26:30, Mk 14:26). ‘Raising the cup of salvation’ may have 
been a reference to a drink-offering in the temple: at the Passover meal, 
the guests raise their cups of wine. ‘Precious in the eyes of the Lord is the 
death of his faithful:’ the ideal servant is Christ the celebration of whose 
death is announced at the Mass of the Lord’s Supper. 

second reading • (1 Cor 11:23-26). Paul’s account of the Lord’s Supper and 
how it was to be celebrated in the community is about a decade older 
than our Gospel accounts. The blessing of a cup of wine and the breaking 
and blessing of bread are part of the ritual of a Jewish meal. An ordinary 
Jewish meal would have begun with the bread ritual: wine was reserved 
for special occasions.

When the meal was finished, wine was served and accompanied some 
after-dinner entertainment, or conversation among the guests. This part 
of the meal was sometimes called the symposion, literally meaning ‘with a 
drink’. In Paul’s communities, it was a time of fellowship, probably with 
some teaching and communal hymn-singing or prayer. Paul reminds 
his Corinthian community that the Lord’s Supper is not simply a social 
occasion in each other’s company: more importantly, it is a memorial, 
a remembering of the death of the Lord. 

gospel • (Jn 13:1-15). John’s account of the Last Supper is the longest of 
the four Gospel accounts, yet it makes no mention of the institution of 
the Eucharist. John has placed his very rich Eucharistic teaching elsewhere 
in his Gospel (chapter 6, the teaching, in the Synagogue of Capernaum, 
on the Bread of Life).

He replaces it in his account of the hours of intimacy between Jesus 
and his disciples with a description of how Jesus washed their feet. This 
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may be described as a prophetic ‘parable in action’. Its meaning is hidden 
from the disciples for the present (13:7 – ‘What I am doing you cannot 
understand now, but after this you will understand’), but eventually its 
meaning will become clear to them. In laying aside his garments, Jesus 
also symbolically lays aside his claim to divine sonship in order to ac-
cept the work of a servant. Washing the feet was a courtesy normally 
extended to an honoured visitor. Abraham greeted the three strangers 
by offering to wash their feet (Gen 18:4). The failure of Simon to wash 
the feet of Jesus (Lk 7:44,) is interpreted as a studied insult. Some Jewish 
texts consider foot-washing as an act of love or respect. Students washed 
their rabbi’s feet as a sign of devotion: here, the teacher washes the feet 
of his students in a great lesson of service. 

John wishes us to see Jesus’ action as a great act of the Suffering 
Servant who will be glorified (cf. Isaiah 52-53). Accepting the service of 
love offered by Jesus is to have a share with him in his inheritance. The 
disciples discover the meaning of his master’s death in humble and lov-
ing service of others: ‘If I your Lord and teacher have washed your feet, 
then you ought to wash the feet of one another’ (13:14).

Reflection towards a Homily

Tracy Sumereau is a young American woman who last year put on her 
Facebook page an account of her wedding: ‘My husband washed my 
feet at our wedding reception instead of tossing a garter. The garter toss 
[common in American weddings]signifies eros – sexual attraction and a 
public hint of the private intimacy the newly-weds will enjoy. Physical 
attraction is a wonderful and beautiful part of marriage; however, I love 
that my groom chose to surprise me with something different. Jesus 
washed his disciples’ feet the night before he gave his life for them on 
the cross. That kind of love is agape: sacrifice. Husbands vow to love their 
brides like Christ loves the Church.’

Tracy might not have known it, but washing one another’s feet is a 
wedding ritual in many cultures. Pope Francis has sought to give the 
foot-washing ceremony a breadth of meaning. He has instructed, for 
example, that women should not be excluded from it. Instead of washing 
the feet of tidy young seminarians in the Lateran basilica, he has gone 
each year to prisons or reception centres for migrants and included not 
just Christians, but all who are there. Like St John, Pope Francis wishes 
us to see in Jesus’ action the great act of the Suffering Servant who will 
be glorified (cf. Isaiah 52-53). In reversing the roles of servant and master, 
he shows his love for his disciples and performs an act of loving service. 
The disciples of Jesus will continue to find the meaning of his master’s 
death in humble and loving service of others: ‘If I your Lord and teacher 
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have washed your feet, then you ought to wash the feet of one another’ 
(13:14). The act of Jesus is an example (v. 15), an act of loving service 
that includes Judas his betrayer who has not yet left the group gathered 
in the upper room. 

Foot-washing is not just a nice ritual gesture for Holy Thursday. It is 
a reminder that we are called to be what Catherine de Hueck Doherty 
has termed ‘the people of the jug and the towel.’ Exiled from Russia after 
the Communist revolution, Catherine wandered through Europe, faced 
the breakdown of her marriage, and eventually, in Canada, brought a 
group of people together in a community to offer hospitality to the poor. 
To quote Catherine again: ‘Our vocation is to do little things well for 
the love of God. This means monotonous things eternally repeated. But 
if we have the “vision of the whole” we will connect doing these little 
things, these monotonous things, with spiritual truths. The vision of the 
whole is that every task, routine or not, is of redeeming, supernatural 
value because we are united with Christ. But we must be recollected and 
stay aware of this truth.’

Good Friday
10 April 2020 • Brendan McConvery, C.Ss.R.

Celebrant’s Guide

Introductory Note

The best guidance for planners and celebrants of today’s liturgy is to adhere 
closely to the directions in the Missal. The ideal Good Friday liturgy is stark, 
because it is continuing the stark simplicity that has marked Good Friday liturgy 
from the beginning. It begins and ends in silence. Let us respect that silence 
by not filling it with comment. Where explanatory remarks or instructions are 
needed, e.g., for the Adoration of the Cross, they are best kept brief. 

Headings for Readings

first reading • (Isa 52:13–53:12). Isaiah’s poignant portrait of the Servant 
of God points us towards Jesus, the Crucified Messiah. 

second reading • (Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9). In the darkness of his Passion, Jesus 
prays with trust to his father

the passion • (Jn 18:1–19:42). In the Gospel of John Jesus is a suffering King. 

SUNDAYS AND FESTIVALS • GOOD FRIDAY
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Commentary and Reflections

Commentary

first reading • (Isa 52:13-53:12). This is the last of Isaiah’s four ‘Servant 
Songs’ which we have been reading during Holy Week. A high-ranking 
court-official during the Israelite monarchy was described as ebed ham-
melek, ‘the servant of the King’ (Jer 38:7,8,10,11,12), just as in English, 
titles such as ‘prime minister’ or ‘civil servant’ have lost all trace of ser-
vility. The poem is in the form of a dialogue in which God invites the 
bystanders to take notice of his servant, the bystanders reply, and God 
gives the final response. Despite being crushed and afflicted beyond 
recognition, the final verses proclaim his exaltation. 

The historical identity of Isaiah’s Servant has given rise to much schol-
arly debate. Firstly, is the Servant an individual or a collective- a metaphor 
for all Israel as God’s servant people, or for a group within it who have 
kept the covenant as opposed to those who deserved the punishment 
of Exile? A variant of this is that the servant is an idealised and purified 
Israel, which will eventually become God’s chosen Servant and fulfil 
God’s plans. Other interpretations regard the servant as an individual e.g. 
the prophet himself or a figure from Israel’s history who was persecuted 
(Jeremiah, Moses). Moses is called God’s servant in several places in the 
OT (e.g. Num 12:7, 2 Kgs 21:8, Mal 4:4). Some later Jewish commenta-
tors regarded the Servant as a Messianic figures who was to come in the 
future. Drawing on its use in the New Testament (e.g., Acts 8:34), the 
Fathers regarded it as a direct prophecy of the Suffering Messiah, one of 
the texts which the Risen Lord used to explain to his disciples why the 
Christ had to suffer (e.g., Lk 24:26-27). It is this Patristic interpretation 
that has entered into the liturgy of Good Friday. 

second reading • (Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9). This reading fuses texts from two 
distinct sections of the Letter to the Hebrews. The first comes from the sec-
tion of the letter that interprets the death of Jesus in terms of the temple 
sacrificial liturgy. Although he did not belong to the Jewish Levitical 
priesthood, Jesus’ death was an act of sacrifice, and by it he shows himself 
to be ‘the great high priest’ who is able to make intercession for sinners 
because like them, he is capable of experiencing weakness. The second 
section describes the prayer of Jesus, the faithful servant and son. This 
brief account of the prayer of Jesus is a witness to early tradition about 
the prayer of Jesus, especially during his passion. It is the counterpart 
of the synoptic tradition of Jesus’ prayer in the garden. Although John’s 
Gospel lacks an account of the prayer in the garden, it also has a brief 
account of an anguished prayer from Jesus before his passion (‘Now my 
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soul is troubled. What shall I say: Father, save me from this hour?’ Jn 
12:27). Jesus’ submission to the Father’s will is the hall-mark of his pas-
sion prayer both in the garden and on the cross. 

gospel • (Jn 18:1-19:42). John’s Passion Narrative is distinct from those 
of the other three Gospels. Although it begins in the garden, there is no 
account of Jesus’ anguished prayer. Instead, John has given us the more 
majestic prayer of chapter 17 before they leave the supper room. It is a 
prayer for glorification rather than the prayer of abandonment of the 
Synoptics. 

John has no account of a Jewish trial before the Sanhedrin. There is 
simply an interrogation by Annas and Caiphas. John has taken up as-
pects of the tradition of opposition to Jesus from the Jewish authorities 
especially in chapters 7-8. He also has an assembly of the Sanhedrin fol-
lowing the raising of Lazarus 12:45-53 that is determined that ‘one man 
should die for the people.’ As a result, the trial of Jesus is the complex but 
highly dramatic Roman trial before Pilate in which the motivation of the 
characters is explored. Jesus is the one who is in control and is presented 
by Pilate to the people clad in a garment of royal purple and wearing a 
crown, albeit of thorns. John’s passion narrative is a live representation 
the Good Shepherd’s claim that ‘ I lay down my life in order to take it 
up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. 
I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have 
received this command from my Father’ (Jn 10:17-18).

John’s account of the events at Golgotha is also different from what 
we find in the Synoptics. John emphasises that Jesus carried his own cross 
to the place of execution – there is no Simon, as Jesus is fully in control 
of his own fate. While in the synoptics Jesus dies alone and abandoned: 
Mark and Luke do mention women looking on, but it is ‘from a distance’ 
(Mk 15:40, Lk 23:49). In John, a little knot of disciples stands with the 
mother of Jesus at the foot of the Cross and certain events are brought 
into new and possibly more dramatic light – the division of the garments, 
the episode of the thirst, the last words, the piercing of the side of Jesus. 

The burial is the final act in John. Just as John’s passion narrative 
began in a garden, also ends in a garden, perhaps evoking the first gar-
den in which Adam slept: the second Adam now sleeps in death in the 
garden. The burial is not a furtive, hurried activity but it is a regal burial 
in which the body is wrapped in fine linen, along with an exceptionally 
large amount of spices and laid in a new tomb. 

Reflections towards Homily

The Roman writer Quintilian wrote: ‘Whenever we crucify the guilty, 

SUNDAYS AND FESTIVALS • GOOD FRIDAY



16 SCRIPTURE IN CHURCH

the most crowded roads are chosen, where most people can see and be 
moved by this fear. For penalties relate not so much to retribution as to 
their exemplary effect.’ Crucifixion was messy and painful. It stretched 
the body to breaking point, it exposed the crucified to the heat of the 
sun, to insects that crawled over the face, but he could not drive them 
away because his hands were nailed to the wood. Even after death, the 
victim of crucifixion did not receive a proper burial. In many cases, the 
body was simply thrown on the garbage dump of the city or left on the 
cross as food for wild beasts and birds of prey.

Our Gospel tells us none of this. The original readers of the Gospels 
would have known the details. The Roman lawyer Cicero defending one 
of his clients said: ‘Even if death is set before us, we may die in freedom. 
But the executioner, the veiling of heads, and the very word “cross”, 
let them all be far removed from not only the bodies of Roman citizens 
but even from their thoughts, their eyes, and their ears.’ For Cicero, the 
worst aspect of crucifixion was the shame it brought on the one who 
received it as a sentence. 

When Jesus the Nazarene died by crucifixion, the sign over his hear 
proclaimed him as a king. His final words were the cry of a victor – ‘It is 
completed.’ When in death his body was torn by a lance, it was anointed 
with costly perfumed oils, wrapped in linen clothes and laid in a tomb. 

As we think of Christ stretched on the cross, we might think of other 
victims of violence: people blown to pieces by terrorist bombs, Jewish 
and Palestinian child victims in that land where that first Good Friday 
death took place. John’s passion is story is not a tale of defeat but of 
victory. His community will gather again just as surely as Jesus’ robe 
remains untorn. The body that will come from the tomb on Easter day 
will still bear the marks of the nails, and it is by those wounds that we 
will recognize who he is.

Easter Vigil
11 April 2020 • Brendan McConvery, C.Ss.R.

Celebrant’s Guide

Introduction to the Mass

It is best to adhere closely to the rich collection of texts in the Missal for the 
Vigil or at least to use them as a guide for our own prepared comments. 
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Prayer of the Faithful

president • Dear friends, on this night when we recall the wonders of God’s 
love in creation and redemption, let us make our prayers in the Spirit 
that has been given to us. 

readers • Throughout the world the Church has been enriched tonight 
with new members. That all who have been baptised or welcomed into 
full communion with the Church in this night of Resurrection may 
always walk in the light of Christ. We pray to the Lord.

We have received the Good News that Christ is risen. May God’s people 
who celebrate the Resurrection of the Lord lives full of faith, hope and 
love all year round. We pray to the Lord.

Peace was the gift of the Risen Lord to his disciples. That this peace 
may come to all troubled lands and especially to our brothers and sisters 
who suffer for their faith. We pray to the Lord.

For those who struggle to believe that the light of the Risen Christ may 
shine on the dark corners of their lives. We pray to the Lord. 

That those who have died may share the glory of the resurrection. We 
remember especially those members of our community who died recently 
(N & N) and those whose anniversaries occur (N & N) and all those who 
passed away since last Easter. We pray to the Lord. 

president • God of life and power, your love supports your people all 
through life and beyond: Hear the prayers we make this holy night, 
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

Introduction to Holy Communion

We have received the Spirit of adoption as God’s Children in baptism, 
therefore we dare to call him Father. 

Invitation to Sign of Peace 

Peace was the greeting of the risen Lord. We greet each other with the 
traditional greeting of this day: ‘Christ is risen. He is risen indeed.’ 

Invitation to Holy Communion

Behold the Lamb of God, slain for our peace and reconciliation. Blessed 
are we who have been called to share in this feast of Easter. 

SUNDAYS AND FESTIVALS • EASTER VIGIL
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Commentary and Reflections

Commentary

note • The lectionary provides nine readings from the Easter Vigil, seven 
from the Old Testament and two from the New. While it is ideal that all 
seven be read, this will require careful preparation of the assembly over 
the Lenten season. To emphasise the Vigil element of tonight’s celebration 
(it is not just the first Mass of Easter Sunday), at least three Old Testament 
readings with their responsorial psalms and prayers should be read along 
with the Epistle and Gospel. The reading from Exodus (14:15-15) and its 
canticle may never be omitted. To facilitate the choice of readings, we 
give a brief commentary of all of them. Many of these texts have been 
read at the vigil for centuries and reflect the Patristic tradition of spiritual 
and symbolic exegesis. 

first reading • (Gen 1:1-2:2 [short form, Gen 1:26-31]). The vigil begins 
in the darkness of the night that recalls the primeval darkness before 
creation. A Jewish targum commenting on the Four Nights that shaped 
human history mentions the first as ‘when He [God] revealed Himself to 
create the universe’. The second is when He revealed Himself to Abraham. 
The third is when He revealed Himself in Egypt, and it was his Hand that 
killed every first born in Egypt and His right that saved every Jewish first 
born [Exodus]. The fourth will be when He reveals Himself to redeem the 
Jewish nation from among the other nations (at the end of time). This 
poem unfolds over the week of creation and comes to its highest point 
in the creation of the first humans and God’s rest on the sabbath. Easter 
is the beginning of a new time of creation. 

second reading • (Gen 22:1-2.9-13,15-18). Origen, the great Alexandrian 
scholar, was particularly taken by the verbal parallels between the test-
ing of Abraham’s faith by commanding him to offer his beloved son, 
and the passion story. ‘Abraham took wood for the burnt offering and 
placed it upon Isaac his son, and he took fire and a sword in his hands, 
and together they went off. Isaac himself carries the wood for his own 
holocaust: this is a figure of Christ. For he bore the burden of the cross, 
and yet to carry the wood for the holocaust is really the duty of the priest. 
He is then both victim and priest. This is the meaning of the expression: 
together they went off. For when Abraham, who was to perform the 
sacrifice, carried the fire and the knife, Isaac did not walk behind him, 
but with him. In this way he showed that he exercised the priesthood 
equally with Abraham.’

third reading • (Ex 14:15–15:1). The account of the crossing of the Red Sea 
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is at the heart of the Passover narrative. For the Fathers, it symbolised, 
first of all, Christ’s death in which he entered the destructive waters to 
emerge victorious in the other side. In St Luke’s account of the trans-
figuration, the word exodos is used with the sense of departure: Moses 
and Elijah ‘appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which 
he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. (Lk 9:31). They also saw it as 
a prototype of Baptism. Paul saw the passage through the sea as a figure 
of Baptism whereby the ancestors of Israel ‘were baptized into Moses in 
the cloud and in the sea’ (1 Cor 10:2). 

fourth reading • (Isa 54:5-14). This text reflects the theology of the second 
part of the Book of Isaiah which regards the return from the Babylonian 
exile as the repeat of the original exodus and the end of slavery. In lan-
guage that is reminiscent of the Book of Hosea, Isaiah describes Israel as 
being offered a fresh opportunity to renew its marriage covenant with 
the Lord: ‘Yes, like a forsaken wife, distressed in spirit, the Lord calls you 
back.’ The Lord reassures Jerusalem that she will be rebuilt as a prosperous 
city in which his people will enjoy security and freedom. 

fifth reading • (Isa 55:1-11). The second major section of Isaiah concludes 
with this reassurance that Israel is being offered salvation free of charge: 
‘Buy corn without money, and eat, and, at no cost, wine and milk.’ Again, 
the promise of a renewed covenant is central to Israel’s restoration. 

sixth reading • (Bar 3:9-15, 32–4:4). This poem draws on the traditional 
language of the biblical wisdom tradition. Israel is in exile because she 
has forsaken the fountain of traditional wisdom. That wisdom is not 
speculative knowledge but the Torah: ‘This is the book of the command-
ments of God, the Law that stands for ever; those who keep her live, those 
who desert her die.’ The end of the exile offers another opportunity to 
re-commit to the Law and the covenant. 

seventh reading • (Ezek 36:16-17,18-28). The prophet (‘Son of Man’) is told 
the message he is to address to Israel. Their faithlessness and disregard 
for the Law brought on the events that led to the exile so that they 
defiled God’s holy land. God will bring them back again, but they must 
undergo a total renewal. The heart of stone will be replaced with a heart 
of flesh that is sensitive to the call of the Lord. The final sentence is a 
statement of the covenant – ‘You shall be my people and I will be your 
God.’ Ezekiel’s language and imagery reflect the baptismal celebration 
on which the Vigil is founded. 

epistle • (Rom 6:3-11). The earliest Christian baptismal fonts were probably 
the Jewish mikveh or ritual bath. Later, when Christians began to build 
their own baptismal font, it was modelled on the mikveh. The mikveh had 
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to contain ‘living water’. It was fed from a source of flowing water, e.g., 
a stream. The bather descended into the mikveh by steps so that it was 
comparatively simple to immerse the entire body in water and came out 
on the other side. For Paul, this total immersion in water was a symbolic 
death by which the believer enters into the death of Jesus. Coming up 
from the water symbolises new birth. Unlike the ritual bath which had 
to be repeated, baptism is an unrepeatable experience. Just as Israel left 
Egyptian tyranny behind in the waters of the Red Sea, Christians leave 
their old life behind. 

gospel • (Mt 28:1-10). There are two main types of Easter narratives – (1) 
visit to the tomb of Jesus and finding it empty, and (2) appearance of the 
Risen Jesus to disciples either as individuals or as groups.

Matthew is an example of combining both types into a single narra-
tive. He took over from his main source, the Gospel of Mark, the story 
of how some women disciples found the tomb empty except for an 
angelic messenger who tells them that Jesus is risen. Matthew’s account 
of the burial of Jesus included setting a guard on the tomb to prevent 
the disciples stealing the body of Jesus and claiming that he was alive.

No Gospel narrative contains a description of the resurrection itself. 
This brief account is the nearest we come to it: ‘And all at once there was 
a violent earthquake, for the angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, 
came and rolled away the stone and sat on it.’ We noted yesterday in 
the Passion narrative how the earthquake is a code word in Matthew 
for a miraculous event beyond human power. Like the angel in Mark, 
he prepares them for a meeting in Galilee to where the Risen Jesus has 
already gone. 

Matthew concludes the events at the tomb with a brief story of an 
appearance of Jesus to the women (Mary of Magdala and ‘the other 
Mary’ – there are several Mary’s mentioned in other Gospels, e.g., Mary 
of Cleophas, Mary of James and Joseph). It contains few details: Jesus 
greets the women as though he had out come to meet them, probably 
with the ordinary Semitic greeting, Shalom. They fall before him and clasp 
his feet – a detail that John will later use. They are sent as messengers 
to the brothers. The women are commissioned as the first to carry the 
Easter message: the Lord also directs them to gather the Church in Galilee. 

Reflections towards a Homily – Born in the Grave

Paul Tillich was a theologian who left Germany for America to escape 
the Nazis. He was also a gifted preacher. In in his book, The Shaking of 
the Foundations, he included an Easter sermon that tells a story of life 
coming from a grave. It was based on a poem by a Jewish poet who had 
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taken refuge in a Jewish cemetery. There, a young woman gave birth to a 
baby, sheltering in a tomb and assisted by an elderly grave-digger. When 
the child uttered its first cry, the old man prayed: ‘Great God, have you 
finally sent the Messiah to us? For who but the Messiah can be born in 
a grave?’ His hopes were short-lived. The mother, weakened by lack of 
food, was unable to produce enough milk for the child and it died after 
a few days.

Our liturgy this evening celebrates the true Messiah returning from 
the grave and radiating life to the world. A grave is a place of death, 
where the body decays and returns to dust. When the women came to 
visit the tomb of Jesus at dawn on Easter day, it was to mourn the death 
of someone they loved. Our Lord’s death was not just a pretence, a short 
rest to confuse his enemies and to gather his strength. We will fully never 
understand what it meant for the eternal Son of God to experience to 
the full the human mystery of death. Instead of the closed tomb they 
were looking for, what the women find is an empty one that speaks of 
life. The Lord’s resurrection is not a return to the old life, to old ways. It 
is a breaking in to our human world of something that is radically new. 

Our Messiah was, quite literally, ‘born in a grave’, in a borrowed tomb 
given by a decent rich man performing an act of kindness to someone he 
believed was a good man, a prophet even, but a prophet who had failed 
in his mission. A handful of loyal women among his supporters have 
come at first light to anoint his body. What they hear from the angel is 
the same message we hear in today’s Gospel: he is risen, he is not here. 

‘Born in the grave’ could also be said to be a description of the baptis-
mal mystery. Going down into the water is a symbolic death. It is also a 
symbol of a return to new life. During the days of the Easter season, let 
us hold ourselves ready to be surprised by the mystery of life that bursts 
from the grave. 

Easter Sunday
12 April 2020 • Brendan McConvery, C.Ss.R.

Celebrant’s Guide

Introduction to the Mass

My brothers and sisters I welcome you to this celebration with the ancient 
Easter greeting of the Church: ‘Christ is risen’. It is not just a greeting, 
it is a proclamation in miniature of the good news of Easter that God’s 
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life in all its richness and abundance is opened for us through his Son’s 
resurrection. In this celebration let us open our hearts and minds to 
receive the new life of Easter. 

Penitential Rite

(If renewal of baptismal vows and sprinkling does not take the place of the 
Creed, sprinkling with Easter water may take place of the penitential rite.)

Lord Jesus, you restored us through water and the Holy Spirit. Lord, 
have mercy.

You taken away our hearts to stone and given us a new heart. Christ, 
have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you offer us your body and blood as your Easter gift. Lord, 
have mercy.

Introduction to the Readings

first reading • Acts 10:34, 37-43). We hear how the Gospel was first 
preached to people who were not Jews. They may have heard something 
about Jesus, but the Good News of Easter is that he has been raised from 
the dead.

second reading • (Col 3:1-4). Paul reminds his first disciples how radically 
their lives have been altered by baptism. The same is true for us and for 
all who were baptised at the Easter Vigil. 

alternative second reading • (1 Cor 5:6-8). At Passover time, a Jewish home 
was cleansed of old leaven. For Paul, this is a symbol of how we are 
cleansed from all that is sinful by the sacrament of baptism.

gospel • (Jn 20:1-9). Mary Magdalene discovers the tomb of Jesus is empty 
and brings the news to his disciples who race to the tomb.

Profession of Faith

The renewal of baptismal vows, followed by the sprinkling with Easter water, 
may take the place of the Creed.

Prayer of the Faithful

president • Christ is risen, and by his resurrection, he fills the world with 
new life. With confidence bring before him all our needs.

response • Risen Lord. hear us. 

readers • That the Church and all believers may boldly and faithfully 
proclaim the Resurrection of Christ to those who do not yet believe in 
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it, we pray to the Lord. 
That the leaders of our local church, our bishop (N), the clergy and 

other ministers of our parish may experience the joy of Easter in their 
service of God’s people. We pray to the Lord. 

That God’s creation which has been touched and made new by the 
resurrection of Christ may flourish from the care we humans give it. We 
pray to the Lord.

That those who have been baptised at the Easter vigil, the parents of 
newly baptised children and those entering into full communion with 
the Catholic Church, may continue to grow with their communities in 
love and service. We pray to the Lord.

That the members of our parish community who have died died may 
share in the promise of the new life of the Resurrection. [We remember 
especially those lately dead or whose anniversaries occur…]. We pray 
to the Lord.

president • King of glory, Risen Lord, you know the deepest longings of 
our hearts. Make our needs known to your Father and grant us the joy 
of this Easter season. We make our prayer in the Holy Spirit you have 
given to us. 

Introduction to the Lord’s Prayer

Reborn in baptism, we pray to the Father in the words our Saviour gave us. 

Introduction the Sign of Peace

Let us greet each other with the words the Risen Lord addressed to his 
disciples: Peace be with you. 

Communion Reflection

Even to Simon, the coward disciple who denied Him thrice, Christ is 
risen. Even to us, who long ago vowed to obey Him, and have yet so 
often denied Him before men, so often taken part with sin, and fol-
lowed the world, when Christ called us another way. ‘Christ is risen 
indeed, and hath appeared to Simon!’ to Simon Peter the favoured 
Apostle, on whom the Church is built, Christ has appeared.

(St John Henry Newman)
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Commentary and Reflections

Commentary

first reading • (Acts 10:34, 37-43). This text is taken from the longer ac-
count in Acts 10 of Peter’s visit to the home of his first Gentile convert, 
the Roman centurion Cornelius, who ‘was a devout man who feared 
God with all his household; he gave alms generously to the people and 
prayed constantly to God’ (Act 10:2). Peter assumes that Cornelius’s 
interest in Jesus has been stirred by what he has already heard. He gives 
a summary of the Gospel narrative beginning from John’s baptismal 
ministry through Jesus’s own ministry of preaching and doing good. 
Peter stands as a witness to the truth of the story and he situates the 
testimony to Jesus within the prophetic witness of the Old Testament. 
The ministry of Jesus however is not confined to Israel but will include 
the Gentile nations and this meeting with Cornelius is the beginning of 
the Church’s systematic welcome to Gentile converts. 

responsorial psalm • (Ps 117. Originally a liturgy to celebrate a king’s victory 
in battle, this psalm is the quintessential paschal psalm. Jesus cites it in 
the context of the parable of the vineyard as a reference to himself (Matt 
21:42 and parallels). It is used every Sunday in the Prayer of the Church 
either at morning prayer or at prayer during the day. 1 Pet 2:4-7 also uses 
it as a symbol for the Church: on the foundation stone of Christ, all the 
other stones – individual believers – become the new temple of God. 

second reading • (Col 3:1-2) The Colossians are reminded that their lives 
have been radically transformed through baptism. Being submerged in 
the waters of the baptismal pool was a symbolic death: coming up on 
the other side, possibly gasping for breath, was symbolic of being reborn 
into a new way of life. One of the results of this symbolic death is the call 
to live a radically new way of life, one which is now fixed on the exalted 
Christ ‘sitting at God’s right hand’. The believer may not be able to fully 
grasp all the implications of this new life now, they must continue to 
believe that it will be revealed in the glorified Christ. 

alternative second reading • (1 Cor 5:6-8). Paul had an uneasy relationship 
with the Corinthian community. He seems to have found them smug with 
a tendency to self-congratulation when their conduct scarcely merited it. 
He uses the image of the effect of a small amount of yeast of leaven on a 
whole batch of bread. This image might have been suggested to him by 
the nearness of the feat of Passover. This is one of the oldest attempts to 
translate the Jewish Passover into Christian terms. The Passover Lamb 
is Christ, the removal of the leaven from the house which proceeds the 
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‘feast of unleavened bread’ – Passover’s other name, suggests the radical 
call to a more demanding purity of life. The text might be a reference to 
the way in which Gentile converts were to celebrate the Passover. 

gospel • (Jn 20:1-9). John’s narrative begins ‘while it is still dark’ for the 
night of the Passion is not yet passed. The evangelist has pared away 
a good deal of material from his synoptic sources. Mary is alone – the 
other evangelists have slightly varying lists of the women who came to 
the tomb, but Mary is always among them. John does not say why she 
has come to the tomb. She has not come to anoint the body – it was 
already lavishly anointed at the burial (‘a mixture of myrrh and aloes, 
weighing about a hundred pounds’ Joh 19:39). Family members did go 
to the tomb as part of their mourning (cf. when Mary of Bethany leaves 
the house to meet Jesus, it is assumed that she is going to the tomb and 
other mourners follow her John 11:31). Seeing that the stone has been 
taken away, she assumes the body has been stolen and hurries to report 
it to Peter and the other disciple.

The race of the two male disciples to the tomb has an element of the 
comic. The official leader is outstripped in the race by the other disciple 
(a younger man and faster on his feet?). Although he allows Peter to 
enter the tomb first, and so become the first witness to the empty tomb 
and the linen cloths, it is the beloved disciple who is first to grasp the 
significance of what has happened. Tombs in Palestine in the time of 
Jesus were usually cut into the rock. There were two main types – kokhim 
or narrow recesses with space for a single body, and arcosolium tombs, 
where the body was placed on a flat surface in an arced recess in the 
wall. Kokhim tombs were probably for ordinary folk, as they cost less and 
would in any case be reused after several years when the bones would 
be collected and placed in an ossuary or ‘bone box’ made from stone or 
pottery. The arcosoliumwas, a more up-market tomb, would have been 
appropriate for a rich man like Joseph of Arimathea who had planned 
it for his own use. There was room in the tomb for the family members 
or mourners to place and arrange the body.

The tomb of Jesus as the gospels describe it, was of this latter type. 
John tells us that Peter went into the tomb first and was followed by the 
other disciple. The description of the folded burial garments suggests 
that the body was not stolen, as thieves would scarcely have taken time 
to neatly fold the linens and to lay the face cloth in a separate place. The 
concluding editorial note that they had failed to understand the teach-
ing of scripture that he would rise from the dead highlights a common 
theme in all the resurrection accounts that disciples of Jesus, including 
the inner circle, had not grasped the significance of Easter.
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Reflections towards a Homily

Three aspects of today’s Gospel might provide the focus for a homily. 
Mary’s discovery of the empty tomb is the first. A tomb can be empty for 
several reasons. Firstly, the body has not yet been put in it: we are told 
that so one had yet been laid in the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea which 
he gives to Jesus as an act of charity. The tomb was not necessarily the 
corpse’s permanent home. Many countries around the Mediterranean 
practised what is called ‘secondary burial.’ After a elapse of some years, 
the family of the deceased gathered the bones into an ossuary or ‘bone 
box’ of stone or pottery which was stored in the tomb and the main space 
was left for the next person to die. Grave robbery, especially when the 
body was buried with jewellery or other valuables was also common in 
antiquity. An empty tomb, as commentators on the Gospels will point 
out, is of itself an ambiguous symbol and needs the Easter proclamation 
of the Church’s faith to give it meaning. The neatly folded grave clothes 
point to something else. This was not an action done in haste, but the 
position of the white linen marks where the body had rested. In the 
synoptic Gospels, the discovery of the empty tomb is accompanied by a 
message given by an angel who tells the visitors why the tomb is empty. 
In John, the vision of angels will be deferred, and indeed news of the 
Resurrection will be delivered by the Risen One himself. 

A second line might be the race of the disciples to the tomb. These 
two disciples had followed Jesus after his arrest. Only one of them, the 
beloved disciple, had been faithful enough to witness the final act, the 
death of Jesus. Peter, the senior disciple, has to face the ignominy and 
shame of denying Jesus in the high-priest’s courtyard. Some commen-
tators suggest that the story of the race is intended to represent rivalry 
between some elements of the early community, particularly between 
those who follow the official line as represented by Peter and the way of 
the beloved disciple who both reaches the tomb first and recognises the 
significance of the grave garments. 

A final line of approach might be to go beyond the strict limits of the 
story and take up the scene which immediately follows this of Mary’s 
encounter with the Risen One who calls her by name. It is unfortunate 
that the Sunday Liturgy of Easter has not found room to tell John’s 
wonderful version of Mary’s encounter with the Risen Lord. Pope Francis 
upgraded her liturgical feast in 2017 and revived an ancient title for Mary 
that recognises her as ‘the apostle to the apostles’ and the first bearer of 
the good news of Easter.
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Second Sunday of Easter | Divine Mercy Sunday
19 April 2020 • Albert McGetterick, C.Ss.R.

Celebrant’s Guide

Introduction to the Mass

Jesus appears to his disciples on the first day of the week, Sunday. That 
is why Sunday is celebrated each week as the day of resurrection. In the 
Eucharist, we welcome into our midst Christ the Risen One. Pope John 
Paul II renamed this Sunday, Divine Mercy Sunday. The story of the ap-
pearance to Thomas is a parable of divine mercy. Let us open our hearts 
and minds to receive the gift of God’s mercy in this Eucharist.

Penitential Rite

Lord Jesus, when you appeared to your disciples, you brought your peace 
to their troubled hearts. Lord, have mercy.

You gave your disciples your Spirit with the mission to forgive sins. 
Christ, have mercy

You showed your wounded hands and side to Thomas as a sign of 
your love and forgiveness. Lord, have mercy.

Headings for Readings

first reading • (Acts 2:41-47). The first Christian community at Jerusalem 
was marked by the deep respect and friendship the members had for one 
another. It led them to share everything they had with their brothers 
and sisters in their need.

second reading • (1 Pet 1:13-9). St Peter encourage believers who are un-
dergoing persecution by recalling to them the example of Christ and the 
consequences of their Baptism.

gospel • (Jn 20:19-31). When he appears to his disciples at Easter, Christ 
gives them the power to proclaim divine mercy in the forgiveness of sins. 

Prayer of the Faithful

president • With faith in God and rejoicing in the glory of the risen Lord, 
let us confidently offer up our prayers and petitions. 

readers • Let us pray for the Church. May the Lord keep all believers 
united in faith and in communion with Francis our Pope, N our bishop, 
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and all the faithful. 
The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. May all the members 

of our community experience unity with the risen Christ through re-
ceiving the Eucharist and may we proclaim God’s message of salvation 
by our lives.

Jesus said to his disciples ‘Peace be with you.’ Let us pray for peace 
in our families. May the Lord shower his divine mercy upon them and 
bring strength harmony and peace into our homes.

The risen Lord showed his disciples the wounds in his hands and side. 
May the sick and suffering find comfort and consolation in the saving 
deeds of Jesus Christ.

Let us pray for those who have died. May our beloved dead enjoy the 
glory of the Resurrection of Christ Our Lord. [We remember especially 
those who have died recently ...]

president • Father, the death and resurrection of Jesus freed us from the 
bonds of sin and death. Send your divine mercy upon us that we may 
be faithful to the gospel and become active disciples of your Son who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.

Introduction to the Lord’s Prayer

Let us pray to know the gift of God’s mercy as we say

Invitation to the Sign of Peace

Peace was the greeting of the risen Jesus when he appeared to his disciples. 
Let us now offer each other the same greeting of peace. 

Communion Reflection

Help me, O Lord, that my eyes may be merciful, so that I may never 
suspect or judge from appearances but look for what is beautiful in 
my neighbours’ souls and come to their rescue.

Help me, O Lord, that my ears may be merciful, so that I may give 
heed to my neighbours’ needs and not be indifferent to their pains.

Help me, O Lord, that my tongue may be merciful, so that I should 
never speak negatively of my neighbour, but have a word of comfort 
and forgiveness for all.

Help me, O Lord, that my hands may be merciful and filled with 
good deeds, so that I may do only good to my neighbours and take 
upon myself the more difficult and toilsome tasks. (St Faustina)
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Commentary and Reflections

Commentary

first reading • (Acts 2:42-47). Luke provides us with a summary statement 
of the life of the early Christian community in Acts. The other ones are 
found in 4:32-35 and 5:12-16. 

According to this text, four elements must never be lacking in a com-
munity which strives to be the ‘salt of the earth’: (1) the teaching of the 
apostles: here we think of the place of tradition in our imparting of the 
faith, the teaching of the colleges of bishops with their centre of unity 
in Peter and his successors throughout the ages, along with the sensus 
fidei, sure lights to guide us always in troubled times. (2) Brotherhood 
was lived by the early Christian community to the point of selling one´s 
possessions to provide for the poor in their midst. One today finds many 
examples in Christian communities of soup kitchens, sandwich distribu-
tion, credit unions and other forms of concern for the poor which seek 
to embody some of this exemplary preoccupation of the early Christians 
with the less fortunate among them. (3) The breaking of bread: the early 
Christians strove to maintain the strong link between the breaking of 
the bread of Christ´s body in the Eucharist and the literal breaking of 
bread in the sharing of one´s food and possessions with the poor. (4) 
The Prayers: going to the temple for prayer was an important part of 
the Jewish and early Christian tradition. Today we are witnessing the 
development of prayer groups, which not only pray in church, but also 
in homes and other places where people gather together. Such groups 
undoubtedly sustain the lives of their members in much the same way 
as their prayer life helped the early Christians to be living signs of the 
presence of God with his people.

responsorial psalm • (Ps 117). ‘The stone which the builders rejected has 
become the corner stone’. We celebrate in this Easter season God´s love 
which raised Jesus up from rejection and death to be the corner stone 
of our faith.

second reading • (1 Pet 1:3-9). On all the Paschal Sundays of this Year A 
our Second Reading is taken from St Peter´s First Letter. An ancient tra-
dition affirms that Peter was martyred in the persecution of Nero in 66. 
It was probably a short time before his death that he wrote this letter 
from Rome. Peter addresses in simple and direct terms the Christians of 
the Asian province where the first persecutions were beginning. Unlike 
Paul, he is not concerned with clarifying or defending the faith. He tries 
to encourage believers who are suffering, by presenting the example of 
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Christ to them, and by explaining the consequences of Baptism.
In this letter, everything from 1:3 to 3:7 is inspired by the baptismal 

ceremony in the early church: hymns, homily on the ritual and on 
Christian life. For Peter it is an excellent way to remind his readers of 
their Christian condition. Today´s section has a certain similarity to a 
baptismal hymn: The Father is thanked for the salvatory work of the Son, 
through the Holy Spirit (the reference to the Spirit is in the continuation 
of the passage verses 10-12). 

Peter reminds his community that they did not see God, yet they love 
him. They are thus filled with a joy so glorious it cannot be described. 
We can see here echoes of the Gospel, where Jesus praises, through his 
interaction with Thomas, the faith of future generations of disciples, 
who will be faithful and happy in their belief, even though they have 
never seen Jesus. 

gospel • (Jn 20:19-31). We can see here how Jesus, the Risen Lord, fulfilled 
the promises made in his farewell address to his disciples. Jn 14:18 (‘I 
will not leave you orphans, I will return to you’) = Jn 20:19 (‘He stood 
among them’); Jn 16:16 (‘A little while and you will see me’) = Jn 20:20 
(‘The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord’); Jn 16:7 (‘I 
will send you the Spirit’) = Jn 20:22 (‘Receive the Holy Spirit’). 

‘Peace be with you’ – The characteristic greeting of the risen Jesus in 
John´s Gospel is more than the customary Jewish greeting of peace. 
Through his Resurrection Jesus has guaranteed us peace, peace with 
God, origin and cornerstone of all genuine peace (cf Jn 14:27 ; Rom.5:1 
; Eph. 2:14 ; Col. 1:20).

‘He showed them his hands and his side’ – This gesture confirms the con-
tinuation between the Crucified Christ and the Christ of Glory. There is 
a huge contrast between the fear and disillusion which characterized the 
disciples in the first verses of this section and the overwhelming joy they 
experience on seeing the Risen Jesus. This joy comes from recognizing 
before them the same Jesus who had been crucified. It also comes from 
the fact of Jesus re-establishing with them the same intimacy that has 
always marked their relationship, without any hint on his part of blame 
or condemnation for their weak faith, or the shame of their disloyalty. 

‘He breathed on them … Receive the Holy Spirit’ – Here the Holy Spirit 
imparts the power to forgive sins. At Pentecost the Holy Spirit is given 
also to other disciples united with Mary in the Cenacle, illuminating and 
fortifying them with extraordinary charisms for fulfilling the mission 
they have received.

‘Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe’ – For the faithful, the 
human guarantee of our faith (God´s gift) is the apostolic preaching and 
the teaching of the Church down through the centuries. To believe, we 
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don’t have to experience miracles, it is sufficient to have God´s grace, 
which is always available to those who seek him with sincere heart. For 
that reason, Jesus proclaims us blessed in our confiding in him and in 
the submission of our selves and lives which the act of faith implies.

‘These signs were recorded so we may believe that Jesus is the son of God 
and that believing we may have life through his name’ – The life of faith 
requires that we accept the fundamental truth that Jesus is ‘the Son who 
is in and with the Father’, the true son of God (Jn 1:18) in accordance 
with the profession of Thomas, ‘My Lord and my God.’ There are those 
who see John´s Gospel contained within a major inclusion emphasizing 
the Divinity of Jesus: Jn 1:1 (‘The word was God’) and Jn 20:28 (‘My Lord 
and my God’), having as its centre and climax the affirmation of Jesus 
in 10:30 (‘I and the Father are one’).

Reflections towards a Homily

Jesus transmitted to his apostles in this Gospel the gift and charism of 
forgiving sins. Through the sacrament of Reconciliation, the church 
celebrates this mercy of God and the joy of receiving his forgiveness. St 
Faustina Kowalska, a Polish religious, propagated devotion to the Divine 
Mercy, later taken up officially by Pope John Paul II, when he instituted 
this feast on the Second Sunday of Easter. 

St Peter tells his community (Second Reading) that the great mercy of 
God is shown by the new birth given to us in the Resurrection of Jesus 
from the dead. This new birth, result of the mercy of God, is available to 
us today, especially when we celebrate the sacrament of reconciliation. 
Jesus invites us to bathe ourselves in his merciful love and, as in the case 
of the prodigal son, to return to him to be smothered in his embrace. 
Jesus appears to his apostles in his glorified body, but he retains the 
wounds of his passion. They are the marks of the infinite love available 
to us all at all times. 

In 1984 in his exhortation Reconcilatio et Paenitentia, Pope John Paul II 
asked all pastors to arm themselves with more confidence, creativity and 
perseverance to be able to promote the Sacrament of Reconciliation, even 
seeing it as a requirement of authentic charity and true pastoral justice. 

John makes a point of telling us that Thomas was not with the oth-
ers when Jesus appeared the first time. Why he wasn´t, we don’t know. 
Against the unanimous affirmation of all the others in the veracity of 
Jesus’ presence, his attitude was one of deep skepticism.

The next time Jesus appears, eight days later, Thomas was present. 
Jesus´merciful gesture in guiding Thomas’ hand to his wounds completely 
transforms him and permits him to make one of the most profound 
declarations of faith of all time, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Thomas, in the 
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midst of his brethren again, lets the grace of the Resurrection totally 
transform his life. It is not hard to see in the development of this section 
the important place the Christian community plays in our mediating the 
reality of the life and the peace of the risen Christ to each other. 

Jesus’ response to Thomas’ declaration of faith was taken up by St Peter 
(Second Reading) to proclaim the joy of his disciples who hadn´t seen 
Jesus but still believed. Jesus’ words sustain the faith of believers today 
who, despite not seeing Jesus, as they meet him in the Eucharistic bread 
and wine, are able to proclaim ‘My Lord and my God’.

Third Sunday of Easter
26 April 2020 • Albert McGetterick, C.Ss.R.

Celebrant’s Guide

Introduction to the Mass

Two disciples left Jerusalem down-hearted and hopeless because Jesus 
had died. He appeared to them on the road and walked with them. At 
the meal when he blessed and shared the bread, their eyes were opened, 
and they recognised him. We can still meet Jesus in the words of Scrip-
ture and in the breaking of bread. Let us celebrate this Eucharist with 
faith in his presence. 

Penitential Rite

Lord Jesus, you walked with your disciples and opened the Scriptures to 
them. Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, you revealed yourself to them in the broken bread of the Eu-
charist. Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you continue to reveal yourself to us in the Scriptures and 
in the breaking of bread. Lord, have mercy

Headings for Readings

first reading • (Acts 2:14,22-28). As leader of the Apostles, Peter proclaims 
the core of the Christian faith: the Jesus who died on the cross has been 
raised to new life and freed from the pangs of death. 

second reading • (1 Pet 1:17-21). Jesus Christ is the one who leads us to 
God. His death rescued us from a useless way of life 
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gospel • (Lk 24:35-48). Luke tells how Jesus appears to his disciples and 
opens their minds and hearts to understand the Scriptures. 

Prayer of the Faithful

president • Confident that the Lord hears our cries for help and grants 
favours to those whom he loves, we make our prayers known in the 
Easter Spirit he has given us. 

readers • For all who follow Christ: that their faith in the resurrection of 
Jesus may deepen through celebrating the Eucharist. 

For those who entered the Church through Baptism at the Easter 
Vigil: that they may deepen their faith by continuing to ponder on the 
words of the Gospel.

For Pope Francis: like Peter he may confirm his brothers and sisters 
in the faith. 

For those who suffer in mind, body or spirit: that they may experience 
divine healing and new strength: we remember especially young people 
who may be tempted by the thought of suicide.

For those who have died recently [especially …] and all the dead whom 
we love: that God’s eternal light may shine on them.

president • O God of our salvation, your glory in creation brings joy to your 
people. Hear our prayers and grant us your all-powerful grace, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Introduction to the Lord’s Prayer

Through the Easter Spirit we have become the sons and daughters of 
God. With the trust and freedom of God’s children we say 

Invitation to the Sign of Peace

As children of the God of peace, let us greet each other with a sign of love.

Communion Reflection

When he opened His disciples’ eyes, Jesus at once vanished. He re-
moved his visible presence, and left but a memorial of himself. He 
vanished from sight that he might be present in a sacrament. In order 
to connect his visible presence with his invisible presence, he mani-
fested himself for one instant to their open eyes; manifested himself, if 
I may so speak, while he passed from his hiding-place of sight without 
knowledge, to that of knowledge without sight.

(St John Henry Newman)

SUNDAYS AND FESTIVALS • THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER



34 SCRIPTURE IN CHURCH

Commentary and Reflections

Commentary

first reading • (Acts 2:14,22-33). Peter, as leader of the apostles, proclaims 
the nucleus of the Christian faith: the Jesus who was killed on a cross has 
been raised to new life and freed from the pangs of death. Now raised 
to the heights by God´s right hand he has received from the Father the 
Holy Spirit who was promised and this Spirit is now being poured out 
on all mankind. 

Jesus´s death on the cross, the great scandal for the Jews, was no more 
than the fulfilling of God´s plan of salvation, announced by the proph-
ets. It was part of the ‘deliberate intention and foreknowledge of God’. 

The great sign that this Jesus was the Messiah was his Resurrection 
from the dead, a fact which Peter presents in accordance with the senti-
ments of Psalm 15 our responsorial psalm. ‘For you will not leave my 
soul among the dead nor let your beloved know decay’. In Jesus we see 
the profound and hidden meaning of the Scriptures. The Resurrection is 
the sign that God confirms the work of Jesus and, as a result, proclaims 
him to be his victorious Messiah.

responsorial psalm • (Ps 15:1-2,5,7-11). Psalm 15, originally the prayer of 
one who knows that God will not allow him to decay, finds in Jesus its 
fulfilment. The Psalm was used by the apostles as a proof that the just 
will not be abandoned by God to decay in the grave. We today believe 
that this fidelity and mercy of God extends from generation to genera-
tion, confirming our hope in eternal life. 

second reading • (1 Pet 1:17-21). The teaching continues from last Sunday. 
Jesus Christ is seen as the one who leads us to God. His death redeemed 
(rescued) us from a ‘useless’ way of life. If we include the preceding three 
verses of this section of Peter and the following verse, 22, we see the 
closely argued message that, the living hope of the Christian demands 
from him three things: a new way of life; a holiness, which is based on 
obedience (1:14); respect for God, including a ‘scrupulously careful ap-
proach to life’(1:17) and sincere love of the brethren (1:22). Such a life is 
based on reverence for God as our Father (1:17) and on the redemption 
wrought by the blood of Christ. Christ´s sacrifice as the paschal lamb 
obliges us to holiness. The last verses of this section are an expression of 
faith in Christ who is eternally with God. He showed us who God is and 
so we can confidently believe that God does indeed love us. 

gospel • (Lk 24:13-35). We have in this paschal story a rich tapestry of 
theology, history and psychology in which we accompany the story of 
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the journey of two depressed and disillusioned disciples from Jerusalem 
to Emmaus. They are led, through their encounter with a stranger, who 
turns out to be Jesus, from bitter frustration to the pinnacle of Christian 
faith and the recognition of the Risen Lord in the breaking of the bread. 

Luke, far from giving us a simple journalistic account, uses his cat-
echetical and theological skills to teach us about important facets of Jesus 
pedagogical approach. Just as some of Jesus’ most important teachings 
were imparted to the disciples on the journey to Jerusalem, he now gives 
the disciples on the way to Emmaus other important teachings about 
the mode of his resurrected presence to them and all believers (they 
recognized him in the breaking of bread).

The narrative suggests that Jesus is the companion on the journey 
of the disciples and of all believers through the ages. He comes to en-
counter us even without our asking and is obviously pleased when we 
invite him to stay with us, especially as we welcome the stranger (who 
is always Jesus, Mt 25:40) into our life. Luke recounts the narrative in 
such a way that we feel it is the Christian community as a whole who 
asks Jesus to stay with it, as it gathers to celebrate the Eucharistic meal 
and longs to establish an intimate connection with its resurrected Lord. 
We can see very clearly the strict relation between the meal at the inn 
and the multiplication of the loaves, and the institution of the Eucharist 
at the Last Supper. 

Some aspects of the story are worth a deeper pondering. 
‘Something prevented them from recognizing him’ – Like Mary Magdalene 

in John´s Gospel, whose tears prevented her from recognizing Jesus, it 
seems that the sense of disappointment and deception at what had hap-
pened to Jesus was so strong on the part of the two disciples, that they 
were simply incapable of opening the eyes to perceive him.

‘Their eyes were opened and they recognized him, but he vanished from their 
sight’ – It is in the celebration of the Eucharist that our eyes are opened 
to capture the essence of our faith. The narrative doesn´t say anything 
about where Jesus went when he disappeared. But we are led to believe 
that there is now a new presence of Jesus, glorious and resurrected. An 
Absence, which in a powerful way is also presence.

‘Were not our hearts filled with ardent yearning?’ – When we contemplate 
the Scriptures, grounded by the Spirit, we too are filled with a longing to 
communicate to others (by the experience of our lives) that Jesus is truly 
resurrected and alive in our midst. We are invited to do the same as the 
Resurrected Jesus and communicate to those suffering from any sort of 
disillusion or lack of hope that Jesus is truly alive and present in our midst. 

‘They immediately set out for Jerusalem’ – The two disciples set out im-
mediately to communicate what they had heard and seen. When we 
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genuinely meet the risen Christ in the Eucharist we just cannot keep solely 
for ourselves that joy. As Pope Francis constantly tells us: the encounter 
with Christ, continually perfected in the intimacy of the Eucharist, makes 
the Church and each individual Christian yearn to testify and evangelize.

Reflections towards a Homily

The disciples’ encounter with the risen Jesus must have been life-chang-
ing. It´s probably an experience that most of us have longed for at one 
time or another, especially at moments of of grief or of disillusion and 
deception. At such moments, like the disciples we yearn for someone to 
whom we can unburden all our devastation and who will understand us. 
It is exactly that loving and understanding presence that Jesus provides 
for the disciples in their hour of most need. Jesus´s question ‘what mat-
ters are you discussing as you walk along’ is designed to give the disciples 
the opportunity and the space to unburden themselves. They do that 
in an explicit outpouring of grief, frustration and desolation, revolving 
around that forlorn statement ‘Our own hope had been that he would 
be the one to set Israel free’.

Jesus gently chides the disciples for not situating his passion and death 
in the religious narrative of the Messiah´s coming and his redemptive 
acts as proclaimed by the prophets. He also uses their statement of grief 
to reconstruct their faith in the redemptive purpose of all that has taken 
place in these last dark days. The result is a longing on the part of the 
disciples to have this stranger talk more to them by spending the night 
with them. 

Jesus interrupts his journey and agrees to spend the night with them 
and it is during a meal with them that, in the breaking of the bread, their 
eyes are finally opened and they recognize the presence of their risen Lord.

The same pedagogy that Jesus used with the disciples is available to us, 
in our relationship with him. Jesus also provides a model for us in our re-
lationships with others, be they in a caring capacity or just simple friend-
ship. It´s worthwhile looking closely at the steps Jesus takes to be able to 
break down all barriers and influence so profoundly the disciples`lives. 

Jesus, draws near to the disciples; he walks by their side; he asks the 
question that gives them the opportunity to unburden themselves and 
talk about all their grief and confusion. Fourthly, he listens with empathy 
and uses their outpouring of grief to build on his consolatory message. 
Fifthly, he accedes to their request for him to continue amongst them 
a while longer. In that process he takes the final step of guaranteeing 
his constant resurrected and sustaining presence amongst them in the 
breaking of bread. 

May we always encounter Jesus in the breaking of bread and may our 
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hearts burn within us as he constantly approaches us in his word and 
the events of our daily lives.

Fourth Sunday of Easter
3 May 2020 • Albert McGetterick, C.Ss.R.

Celebrant’s Guide

Introduction to the Mass

Today is often known as Good Shepherd Sunday because we take our 
Gospel from the Good Shepherd chapter of the Gospel of John. It is also 
a day of prayer for vocations for the priesthood and religious life. Let us 
remember today all those who serve us in imitation of Christ the Good 
Shepherd – our Holy Father, Pope Francis, our bishop, clergy and the 
religious who minister in our diocese and parish.

Penitential Rite

Lord Jesus, you are the Good Shepherd, leading us to eternal life. Lord, 
have mercy. 

You come in word and sacrament to strengthen us as your witnesses 
today. Christ, have mercy.

You pour out the Spirit on your Church so that it can to be a light to 
the nations. Lord, have mercy. 

Headings for Readings

first reading • (Acts 2:14-40). Having received the Spirit, Peter and the 
other apostles call on the people to repent and be baptised.

second reading • (1 Pet 2:20-25). Peter challenges his readers to bear pun-
ishment with patience, in imitation of Jesus, even when it seems unfair. 

gospel • (Jn 10:1-10). Jesus reveals himself as the Gate through which the 
disciples go out to find pasture, which also protects them from danger. 

Prayer of the Faithful

president • Dear friends, as we gather in the name of Christ the Good 
Shepherd, we remember in our prayer all our brothers and sisters who 
belong to the flock of Christ.
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readers • For those who shepherd the flock of Christ. For Francis, our Pope, 
the Vicar of Christ the Good Shepherd, for our bishop and for the priests 
of this parish. May they nurture the people entrusted to them with the 
Word and the Sacraments. 

For our brothers and sisters of other Churches who are not in com-
munion with the Church of Rome, and for their shepherds. As members 
of Christ’s flock, may they be strengthened in faith and in the service of 
their brothers and sisters. 

For candidates preparing for ordination as deacons and priests or for 
profession as religious. May they be inspired by Christ the Good Shepherd 
to live lives that are generous and joyful.

For young people preparing for examinations at this time and for those 
who are considering how to spend their lives. May they be generous in 
responding to wherever God may lead them. 

For the dead of our community [especially ...]. May the Good Shepherd 
lead them by quiet waters to the pastures of eternal life.

president • Father, grant the desires of those who pray to you and hear 
the prayers of those who believe in you, and guide us all along the right 
path. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord

Introduction to the Lord’s Prayer

As we await the coming of the Kingdom, we pray in the words Christ 
the Good Shepherd has taught us.

Invitation to the Sign of Peace

Christ the Good Shepherd has laid down his life that we might find peace 
with God. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.

Invitation to Holy Communion

Christ is the Gate through whom his flock go in and out and find pas-
ture. May we receive in faith today the living Bread, the gift of the Good 
Shepherd.

Communion Reflection

Lord Jesus, you are the door of your sheep. You offer us protection against 
those who come to steal, kill and destroy. You have come so that we 
may have life and have it more abundantly! Through you may we find 
the way to the stream of living water and to the table of eternal life. On 
this Good Shepherd Sunday we praise and thank you for all your gifts. 
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Commentary and Reflections

Commentary

first reading • (Acts 2:14-40). Luke tells in the Gospel how Jesus, after he 
had received the Spirit at baptism, began his ministry by proclaiming 
himself Messiah at Nazareth. Now, Peter, having also received the Spirit, 
proclaims that the promises for the last times now have been fulfilled. 
Luke´s message emphasizes the power and efficacy of the Spirit poured 
out on the apostles and the church.

The whole scene can be divided into three parts: (a) 14-21 explanation 
of the speaking in tongues; (b) 22-36 proclamation of salvation in the 
risen of Christ; (c) 38 call to repentance.

The call to repentance which is the invariable conclusion of the 
apostolic sermons is to awaken in the hearers a sense of guilt for the 
crucifixion of Jesus (or in the case of pagans, for idolatry) and to awaken 
in them the need for Christ.

God has made Jesus Messiah – In God´s plan it was the resurrection of 
Jesus which established him as saviour and redeemer and preceded his 
entrance into his full glory.

Baptised in the name of Jesus – Baptism in the name of Jesus to dis-
tinguish it from other baptisms current at the time like that of John 
and of the Jewish proselytes. Baptism in Christ´s name causes us to be 
incorporated into his life (Gal 3:27), receiving the forgiveness of sins 
and the gift of the Spirit. 

For all who are far away – Luke refers here to the gentiles (Acts 22:21 ; 
Eph 2:13), emphasizing that Baptism is for all. Luke´s message is above 
all a message of salvation to the gentiles. See Luke 2:32. and its comple-
tion in Acts 28:28. Simeon had seen in Jesus ‘a light for revelation to 
the gentiles’ (Lk 2:32) and Paul´s last words to the Roman Jews are: ‘Let 
it be known to you then that the salvation of God has been sent to the 
gentiles: They will listen!’ (Acts 28:28).

responsorial psalm • (Ps 23). The shepherd and guardian of our souls is the 
Lord. All that we desire, and much more besides, is given to us when 
we trust in him.

second reading • (1 Pet 2:20-25). Verses 21b-25 are a hymn to Christ with, 
in the final part, an allusion to the fulfilment of the prophecy of Isaiah 
regarding God´s servant (Isa 52:13–53:12) and also to the Good Shepherd 
(Jn 10:11-16; 21:15-19). Also we can see an allusion to Ezekiel 34:16 where 
it is God himself who comes to pasture the sheep.

This is a passage directed principally at slaves. Peter directs them to 
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remember that Christ too suffered for doing his duty. By imitating Christ´s 
forbearance and patience in response to his harsh and cruel treatment 
slaves can sanctify themselves in the harsh situation in which they find 
themselves. Although such passivity doesn´t sit well today in situations 
of oppression, this was probably the only practical attitude at the time for 
the tiny Christian community in a world which took slavery for granted. 

gospel • (Jn 10:1-10). The image of the Good Shepherd is one of the most 
ancient, enduring and endearing images of Jesus. It has its roots in the 
First Testament (Ezek 34:11). It is also the basis for one of the most beloved 
psalms – Psalm 23. In biblical times sheep were important, providing 
both food and clothing.

Today’s passage is part of Jesus’ response to the reaction to his heal-
ing of the man born blind (9:1-41). In 10:1, Jesus begins to interpret the 
meaning of the cure and in the following verses he introduces the imagery 
that will be the basis of his further comments in this section: shepherd, 
sheep, thieves and brigands, gatekeepers, strangers and the gate itself. 

Jesus talks about the difference between the shepherd who enters by 
the gate and the thief who enters illegally. He talks about the intimate 
relation between the sheep and their shepherd, about how each one is 
called by his name and led to the rich pastures, as they follow the voice 
of him they recognize will lead them to food and security (v. 10).

Verse 6 is a brief interruption in the flow, to note the lack of under-
standing of the audience, which includes the Pharisees, the disciples and 
even the blind man. 

Verses 7-10 focus on the image of Jesus as gate or door. The image of 
the door reminds us of the concept of inside and outside first developed 
in chapter 9 with the blind man being thrown out (9:34), and then re-
peated in the sheep pen of 10:1-5.

The thieves and brigands and strangers are contrasted with Jesus. 
Salvation (10:9) is linked to the promise of pasture and protection (in 
and out of the sheep pen). The man born blind, has followed Jesus’ voice 
even before being able to see him. Through his trust in Jesus his sight 
has been restored and he has been brought back to the security of his 
community. Now readmitted to the community through Jesus’ healing 
power he will know protection and a dignified life. And Jesus the good 
shepherd extends that protection and dignity to all his followers. It is by 
and through Jesus that we can all have life in its fullness (10:10).

The Pharisees who have made life so difficult for the blind man, are 
supposed to be the shepherds of Israel, caring for the well-being of the 
people. Instead, they expel the blind man from the community. They do 
not accept that Jesus and his actions stem from God. Instead they jeal-
ously guard their power and use it to serve themselves and not the people. 
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Reflections towards a Homily

Our world today has its fair share of thieves and brigands who seek to 
maim, kill and destroy. The existence of a group like Isis, for example, 
shows just how much our world is contaminated by evil and destructive 
ideologies. But sadly, our own politics and social life in Europe has been 
influenced by tendencies to demonize what is different and especially 
the stranger and the refugee. 

Examples of exploitation also abound, sadly, in the religious field, 
where certain religious leaders put themselves forward as pastors with 
well-toned emotional appeals to people´s good will and generosity. As 
a result, often the pockets of such preachers are well lined while the 
unfortunate sheep end up hungry. These and other kind of wolves in 
sheep´s clothing are a constant source of danger to the flock.

In contrast to all this, Jesus speaks of himself as the good shepherd, 
who lays down his life for his sheep. He does this so that his sheep may 
have life and have it in abundance.

All of us are called to be sources of life to one another not only the 
official pastors of the Church. Devoted mothers and fathers, teachers, 
health care and social workers, prison workers, sanitary workers, kitchen 
and service staff in so many of our institutions and restaurants, the list 
is endless. All are invited to embody the care and concern of the good 
shepherd for those they interact with or serve. 

Our world today also provides endless examples of those who lay down 
their lives for others. Climate activists in Latin America and other places 
who have been killed for taking a stand against the predatory interests of 
big business, in the Amazon forest and other places. LBGT activists who 
have defended with their lives the interests and the dignity of minority 
groups in countries with violent authoritarian regimes. Advocates for 
peace and justice who constantly place themselves in danger, in their 
commitment to basic human values. Members of voluntary bodies who 
give so generously of their time and efforts, so that others can feel a 
little less excluded from our society. This list is also endless. Some work, 
strongly guided by religious motivation, others by different inspiring 
ideals, but it is hard not to see in all, the embodiment of that concern 
and compassion, of he who said that he had come so that they may have 
life and have it abundantly, and who laid down his life for his sheep. 

On this Good Shepherd Sunday we give thanks for all who in daily 
life are living signals of his love and we ask that all of us may also strive 
to embody in all we do something of his great compassion and care for 
his flock.
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Fifth Sunday of Easter
10 May 2020 • Brendan McConvery, C.Ss.R.

Celebrant’s Guide

Introduction to the Mass

We often talk about the journey of Lent. We speak less of the journey 
of Eastertime. The Easter journey is the journey of the rest of our lives 
as we follow Jesus the Way that leads to the Father’s house, that house 
where he has gone ahead of us to prepare a place for us to dwell for ever. 

Penitential Rite

Lord Jesus, you are the way that leads to the Father. Lord, have mercy
Christ, you are the way, the truth and the life. Christ, have mercy
Lord Jesus, as we share in this Eucharist, increase your life in us. Lord, 

have mercy. 

Headings for Readings

first reading • (Acts 6:1-7). The administration of welfare in the Jerusalem 
Community gives rise to disagreement. It is solved by the appointment 
of seven administrators, the forerunners of deacons. 

second reading • (1 Pet 2:4-9). Peter describes his fellow-believers as a 
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a consecrated people set apart to sing 
the praises of God. 

gospel • (Jn 14:1-12). Jesus is the way the truth and the life. He is also our 
guide along that way. 

Prayer of the Faithful

president • Gathered as a community celebrating the death and resurrec-
tion of our Lord Jesus, we pray for the needs of all.

readers • For this congregation: that we may know the joy of the risen 
Lord and follow joyfully the way in which he leads us. 

For those who are travelling this weekend: that God will keep them 
safe and help them to drive carefully and with respect for others. 

For children who this year will receive the sacraments of reconcilia-
tion, first Eucharist and confirmation: that their faith may continue to 
grow strong in the coming years. 



43

For couples preparing for marriage. May the Lord deepen their love 
for each other and make their homes places of joy and peace.

For men preparing to receive holy orders as priests and deacons: that 
they will follow more closely Christ who is the good shepherd.

For all who have died recently and for all whose anniversaries occur 
at this time [N and N}: may they enjoy the eternal happiness of heaven.

president • Lord Jesus, you were sent by the Father to gather together those 
who are scattered. You came among us, doing good and bringing heal-
ing, announcing the Word of salvation and giving the Bread which lasts 
forever. Be our companion as we travel life’s pilgrim way in communion 
with you and with each other. For you live and reign for ever and ever.

Introduction to the Lord’s Prayer 

Let us pray to the Father in the Easter Spirit that his Son has given to us.

Invitation to Holy Communion

Holy things for God’s Holy People! Come and receive the bread of life 
at the banquet of the Lord. 

Communion Reflection

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life:
Such a way as gives us breath;
Such a truth as ends all strife;
Such a life as killeth death.

Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength:
Such a light as shows a feast;
Such a feast as mends in length;
Such a strength as makes his guest. (George Herbert) 

Commentary and Reflections

Commentary

first reading • (Acts 6:1-7). After First Readings that may have given us 
an idealised picture of life in the first Christian community in Jerusa-
lem, we see today that that community was not without its shadows. 
The members were of mixed background. All were Jews, but the two 
groups mentioned at the beginning of the reading, the ‘Hellenists’ and 
‘Hebrews’ represented two distinct social groups with different values 

SUNDAYS AND FESTIVALS • FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER



44 SCRIPTURE IN CHURCH

and even a different language – native Judean converts, and those from 
the Greek-speaking diaspora who had returned to spend their last days 
in Jerusalem. The majority of these were quite likely older, poorer and 
with fewer relatives than the natives, and so more dependent on the 
relief of the community. They may have got the impression that because 
they were ‘blow-ins’ they were at the back of the queue when charity 
was being doled out. This raises the practical question of how relief can 
be distributed fairly in a growing congregation. The apostles’ solution 
is to create a new ministry. This is the first step towards what will later 
become known as the diaconate. 

responsorial psalm • (Ps 32). A psalm of praise inviting the community to 
join in praising God with musical instruments. God is worthy of praise 
on account of his fidelity (strophe 2) and his love for his own that rescues 
them from death.

second reading • (1 Pet 2:4-9). Taking the familiar image of Christ as the 
living stone rejected by the builders (Ps 118, Mt 21:L42, rk 12:10), Peter 
describes the church as a new temple built on the foundation stone of 
Christ. Christ, the rejected stone, will continue to be a problem to those 
who have failed to find faith in him. Describing his fellow-believers as 
a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a consecrated people set apart to sing 
the praises of God, Peter is drawing on the Old Testament that describes 
the privileges of Israel in similar terms (e.g., Ex 19:6). 

gospel • (Jn 14:1-12). Jesus offers a message of comfort to the disciples as 
he prepares them for his departure. He tells them to continue to trust in 
God and that they will be reunited in the Father’s house. Ancient travel-
lers needing accommodation usually sent one of their number ahead to 
‘book’ a place for them in the nearest inn. Accommodation was space 
in the common sleeping area to unroll their sleeping bags. The accom-
modation Jesus will prepare for them in the Father’s house will be more 
luxurious than a corner of a rough and ready inn. The Father’s house 
is a palace with many rooms, so they need not fear they will be refused 
entry. When the place is prepared, he will return and take them with him. 

Some of them are still perplexed. The plain-speaking Thomas asks, 
since they do not know where Jesus is going, how will they ever be able 
to find the way? Jesus replies with another of the great ‘I AM’ sayings: ‘I 
am the Way, the Truth and the Life: no one can come to the Father except 
through me’. To have known Jesus, is to know the Father. 

This prompts another response. For Philip, it would be enough just 
to see the Father. He may be echoing the story of how when God ap-
peared to Moses on Mount Sinai, he never saw his face. Jews believed that 
humans could not see God and live, for the sight was so powerful that 
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they could not endure it. God instead makes himself present through 
symbols like fire or a thick cloud. As a special privilege, Moses was allowed 
to stand in a cleft of the rock and to see God’s back as he departed from 
the mountain (Ex 33:18-23). Seen in this light, Philip’s request that they 
be allowed see the Father is breath-taking!

But Jesus’ reply would be even more breath-taking for a Jewish au-
dience: to have seen Jesus is to have seen the Father. This can only be 
understood in the light of the opening hymn of John’s Gospel (Jn 1:1-
18). As the Word made flesh, Jesus has allowed the glory of God to shine 
in the world through his presence and the signs he has done. Its final 
manifestation will be on the Cross where, amid the blood and sweat of 
human suffering, God’s glory will be fully revealed.

Reflections towards a Homily

What does God look like? Many ancient peoples tried to imagine God in 
a form they could understand, usually as a handsome or beautiful human 
being, but also in some cultures as an animal. Occasionally, they used 
a more abstract symbol such as the Egyptian symbol of the solar disc, 
introduced by the reforming pharaoh Akhenaton who may have been 
moving towards the cult of a single divine figure rather than the many 
gods of the Egyptian pantheon. 

The Jews were unique because their faith forbade them to make im-
ages of God. Yet in their prayers such as the Psalms, we find a longing 
to look upon the face of God or have God shine his face on us (e.g., Ps 
24:6, 27:9, 80:7). Christians made an even bigger leap of faith. In Jesus, 
God takes human form. He did not simply ‘borrow’ a human body, as it 
were. In Jesus, God entered fully into the messy reality of suffering and 
pain that are part and parcel of the human condition. Through the Easter 
mystery we are celebrating these days, we catch a glimpse of how that 
human messiness and brokenness that are often dark and painful – as 
dark and painful as the killing field of Calvary – is where human becomes 
transformed. The Roman playwright Terence, who lived almost 200 years 
before Jesus, wrote in one of his plays, ‘I am a human being and I con-
sider nothing that is human to be alien to me.’ This becomes truer still 
for us who believe that in Jesus, God took on our human condition and 
made it the way of salvation. There is now nothing human that is not 
also a bearer of grace and revelation. The disciple of Jesus should learn 
to cherish and value everything that is human, from the excitement at 
beholding great art or hearing great music to the tears and laughter of 
a child. All of it, even its pain, has been touched by the glory of God.
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Sixth Sunday of Easter
17 May • Eoin Winters

Celebrant’s Guide

Introduction to the Mass

As we come together to celebrate the sixth Sunday of Easter to offer our 
thanks and praise to the Father we open our hearts to the presence of 
the Holy Spirit in our lives.

Invitation to Repentance

We gather before the Lord, aware our weaknesses and our need of healing.
Lord Jesus, by your resurrection you have destroyed sin and death. 

Lord, have mercy.
By your resurrection you have renewed all creation. Christ, have mercy.
By your resurrection you give joy to the living and life to the dead. 

Lord, have mercy.

Headings for Readings

first reading • (Acts 8:5-8.14-17). The growth of the early church continues 
as Philip is welcomed by the Samaritans and they receive the Holy Spirit. 

second reading • (1 Pet 3:15-18). Jesus suffered and died for the sake of our 
sins and has been raised to life in the Spirit.

gospel • (John 14:15-21). Jesus promises his disciples that he will be with 
us and alive in us through his Spirit of truth.

Prayer of the Faithful

president • We open ourselves to the presence of the Risen Lord who is 
with us as we gather today through his Holy Spirit and we offer him 
our prayers:

readers • May the Father strengthen us with the Holy Spirit that our lives 
may be for others a witness to God’s healing presence in the world:

May the Lord open our hearts to recognise and welcome the presence 
of the Holy Spirit in all those we meet.

May we thank the Lord for the gift of the Spirit of Truth, and always 
have the courage to walk in the paths of truth. 

May the Lord keep us mindful of the commandments, so that our day-
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to-day lives make real the commandment of love to those we encounter.
We pray for those in our world faced with hardships and suffering. 

May the Spirit of the Lord bring them strength and comfort.

president • O God of all the earth, do not withhold your love from us as 
we offer you our prayers today, placing them before you in the Spirit of 
truth, through Christ our Lord. 

Introduction to the Lord’s Prayer

United by the Spirit of our Baptism we pray to the in the words that 
Jesus gave us.

Introduction to the Sign of Peace

As a sign of our togetherness in the Holy Spirit and joyful as we approach 
the table of the Lord, let us offer each other a sign of the peace we share.

Commentary and Reflections

Commentary

first reading • (Acts 8:5-8.14-17). This short passage brings before us sev-
eral aspects of Christian life that we are called to – preaching, openness 
to the word of God, healing, prayer, the sacrament of Baptism, and the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. 

The apostles continue to spread the good news. Philip, as part of his 
mission to Samaria, preaches the good news and works healing miracles 
in an unnamed Samaritan town. The people the town welcome the 
message and the growth of the early church continues outward beyond 
Jerusalem. This expansion of the Christian message and growth of the 
Christian community is based on the living proclamation of God’s word. 
Philip preaches and the Samaritans listen and receive the message. The 
fruits of accepting the good news are unity and joy. 

The unity of the new community of believers with the mother church 
is important. Although the Samaritans have heard and responded to the 
message of the gospel and have been baptised they have not yet received 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. Peter and John are sent from Jerusalem and 
it is after they have prayed for the Samaritans and laid hands on them 
that the gift of the Holy Spirit is received. 

second reading • (1 Pet 3:15-18). These verses offer encouragement and 
advice to Christians facing opposition and persecution. Persecution was 
an ongoing threat facing the early church around the time of the letter’s 
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authorship. The Lord Christ is the one who deserves our reverence and 
who is the reason why our lives are filled with hope.

We who listen to these words today are called to the same reverence 
for the Lord in our hearts and to have courtesy and respect for those who 
question the hope we share. The challenges and opposition that may 
come our way as Christians should arise from the goodness of the life 
we live not from any wrongdoing or disrespect on our part.

Even the good Christian life, well-lived, may face suffering and op-
position in this world. Christ too in innocence was led to death. But the 
suffering and death experienced were that of the body and of this world. 
In the Spirit Christ has been raised to new life. 

gospel • (Jn 14:15-21). This passage presents Jesus, as part of his discourse 
to the apostles at the Last Supper, promising the divine presence to those 
who believe in him. The Spirit of Truth, the indwelling presence of the 
Lord, Jesus’ return, understanding and the love of Jesus and the Father 
will be the reward of those who love him. Jesus’ promise to live in us 
may be understood in a eucharistic sense, given the context being the 
Last Supper discourse.

The disciples are reminded that this love (agape) is to be lived and 
shown practically by keeping the commandments he has given, in par-
ticular the command to love one another. Those who believe in Jesus 
and keep his commandments have within them the indwelling presence 
of God in a way that the world does not recognise. 

The Gospel makes a distinction between the followers of Jesus and 
the world. The Christian calling is one that sets those who recognise it 
apart from the world and that strengthens them with the presence of the 
Spirit of God. In the Spirit, Jesus is present to us and with us, fulfilling 
his promise to return and not leave us orphans. 

Reflections towards a Homily

In today’s readings we can see that the Christian calling is a living and 
active one. And we are reminded that it is a calling to a way of life, filled 
by the Holy Spirit, that is different to that of world around us.

The First Reading from Acts invites us to give witness to the Christian 
message and to help spread it as Philip did, not to merely keep it quiet 
to ourselves. It reminds us that in this challenge to live a life of witness 
and healing we are strengthened by prayer and the sacraments and that 
we have already received the gift of the Holy Spirit at Baptism. This 
transforming and enabling gift of God’s spirit is for all whose hearts are 
open to receive his word – even for those we consider outsiders to our 
comfort group. In this work we are part of the universal church giving 
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witness to Christ’s continuing presence among us.
Living the Christian life can attract misunderstanding, criticism, even 

rejection from those around us. The message of the gospel remains a 
challenge to the standards and values of the world today just as it was for 
the first Christians. The FIrst Letter of Peter reminds us that it is better to 
suffer for doing right than for doing wrong. It encourages us to remain 
true to the Christian way of life even in the face of adversity. 

Such commitment is no easy task. It is a call to be active. It requires 
and the core values of love and truth which are presented to us in today’s 
passage from the fourth gospel. Our love of Jesus is shown by keeping 
his commandments, in loving one another. That is how we are called to 
witness to and share in the love of the Father.

In our living this ongoing and active love the Risen Lord continues 
his presence among us today. We are called to keep our hearts open and 
to recognise the real presence of the Lord in his Word, in the Eucharist, 
and in the daily encounters of life. The presence of the Lord is made 
real in the words and actions by which we engage with our family, our 
friends, our environment.

We face this ongoing challenge to actively live the Lord’s command-
ment strengthened by the Holy Spirit, the advocate, the Spirit of the truth. 
God’s word is truth, a living truth which we are called on to actively and 
respectfully witness in our lives.

The Ascension of the Lord
Thursday 21 / Sunday 24 May • Eoin Winters

Celebrant’s Guide

Introduction to the Mass

Today we celebrate the Ascension of the Risen Lord to the Father in heav-
en and hope that we will one day join him in the everlasting kingdom.

Invitation to Repentance

We have gathered today to offer thanks and praise to the Risen Lord. 
To prepare ourselves we pause and reflect on the times we have been in 
need of his healing and forgiveness.

Lord Jesus, you are the firstborn from the dead. Lord, have mercy.
You are the conqueror of sin and death. Christ, have mercy.

SUNDAYS AND FESTIVALS • THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD



50 SCRIPTURE IN CHURCH

You are enthroned with the Father in heavenly glory. Lord, have mercy.

Headings for Readings

first reading • (Acts 1:1-11). Luke’s second book opens with a reminder 
of Jesus’ resurrection appearances and the promise of the Holy Spirit. 
The apostles are called on to be witnesses to the world before the Lord 
ascends into heaven.

second reading • (Eph 1:17-23). Paul affirms the divine authority of the 
Risen Lord and prays for wisdom and enlightenment for the members 
of the church at Ephesus.

gospel • (Mt 28:16-20). The close of Matthew’s gospel confirms Jesus’ 
heavenly authority and charges the disciples to spread of the good news 
to all nations.

Prayer of the Faithful

president • Confident that the Lord is with us as he promised, we turn to 
him and offer him our prayers.

readers • As with confidence his return, may the Lord help us to bear 
witness to his kingdom and authority in the words and actions of our 
daily lives.

May the Lord open our hearts to hear his word and fill us with wisdom 
and with respect for his teachings 

May our lives bear faithful witness to the saving presence of the Lord 
amongst us. 

May the power of the Holy Spirit guide us as we strive to live our lives 
in the light of the gospel.

May we bring hope and comfort where they are needed most.
May the Lord open our hearts to love and care for all God’s creation. 

May God guide us to show responsibility for our environment, locally 
and to the ends of the earth.

president • O God, king of all the earth, enlighten the eyes of our minds 
to understand how infinitely great is the power you exercise for us as we 
present to you these our prayers in the power of the Holy Spirit: through 
Christ our Lord. 

Introduction to the Lord’s Prayer

Confident in the Lord who has been given all authority, we bring our 
prayers to him as we say together.
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Communion Reflection

What has been said about the Ascension of our Lord comes to this; 
that we are in a world of mystery, with one bright Light before us, 
sufficient for our proceeding forward through all difficulties. Take 
away this Light, and we are utterly wretched, — we know not where 
we are, how we are sustained, what will become of us, and of all that 
is dear to us, what we are to believe, and why we are in being. But 
with it we have all and abound.

(Saint John Henry Newman: Sermon 18)

Commentary and Reflections

Commentary

first reading • (Acts 1:1-11). Luke’s second book, continues where his gospel 
concluded with an account of the ascension of Jesus into heaven. The 
address to Theophilus may refer to an individual or, more universally, to 
all who love the Lord as he is revealed in Luke’s writings. In either case, 
as he begins his account of the early church as continuing Jesus’ work, 
Luke recalls to the mind of the reader Jesus’ resurrection appearances 
and his continued witness to the kingdom of God after the resurrection. 
The Risen Lord reminds his apostles of the promise of the Holy Spirit. In 
this text there are three references to the Holy Spirit. We are reminded 
that it was through the Spirit that the apostles were chosen, that they 
will be baptised in the Spirit and that the gift of the Spirit will empower 
them as witnesses to the Lord.

The apostles still ask questions which reveal that the do not fully 
comprehend the heavenly, rather than earthly, authority of Jesus. Again 
Jesus reminds them of the gift of the Spirit and charges them with the 
task of witnessing to him not only in Jerusalem (a Lucan link between 
Israel and the church) but, from there, outward, inclusively, to the ends 
of the earth. God’s kingdom and power are not limited by the human 
concerns of time and place but rather are timeless and universal.

The detail of the cloud that hides Jesus from sight points subtly to his 
divinity. Yet even after Jesus has ascended into heaven the apostles remain 
amazed and need clarification from two heavenly messengers to remind 
them that the Lord will return again in glory. The two men dressed in 
white serve to link the ascension with the resurrection account in Luke 
24:5. Here, the utterance of the two men in white serves to underline 
that Jesus has not just risen from the dead but has returned to the Father 
and that he will return again.
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second reading • (Eph 1:17-23). The author of the epistle intercedes to the 
Father, requesting wisdom and enlightenment for the early Christian 
community that the letter was addressed to; and outlines the power and 
authority of God in Christ.

The intercession for wisdom seeks to enlighten the audience of the 
epistle and to strengthen their hope in the power of Christ. The inter-
cession seeks not to bring the community to worldly power or glory but 
rather to full and complete knowledge of God. 

Christ’s resurrection and ascension, clearly linked in verse 20, have 
placed him above all heavenly powers. He is the head of the body; the 
church. And the body, the church, shares in the fullness of Christ’s eternal 
exaltation, given him by the Father of glory.

gospel • (Mt 28:16-20). Matthew’s gospel concludes dramatically with 
words from Jesus which serve to emphasise his authority, the universal 
mission entrusted to the apostles and the ongoing presence of the Risen 
Lord with us.

Firstly, meeting on the mountain (an indication of divinity) in Galilee, 
the apostles see the Risen Lord and their reaction is a realistic mix or wor-
ship and hesitation. The passage focuses not on the visible appearance 
or bodily reality of the Risen Lord but on his words. The divine author-
ity of the Lord is confirmed. All power has (already) been given to him. 

Having affirmed his divine authority, the Lord commissions the 
eleven to make disciples of all nations. (Go, make, teach, observe.) All 
peoples are to be included in the mission of the church, to be invited to 
become disciples of the Lord. The apostles are to baptise in the name of 
the Trinity and to teach the commands of the Lord. Witness to the Lord 
is by sacrament and by passing on his teaching. 

Finally, the Lord promises his immediate and abiding presence with 
those who follow him. He is ‘God-with-us’ for all time.

While the gift of the Spirit is not directly mentioned the parallel with 
the ascension story is clear. 

Reflections towards a Homily

The readings today present us with a clear picture of the divine authority 
of the Risen Jesus. 

The disciples stand looking into the sky and need further prompt-
ing. Perhaps our faith too can be held on pause at times. The ascension 
marks the end of Jesus’ time among physically; and perhaps we too find 
ourselves looking and wondering. Who do we look to? Who or what is 
the authority we rely on? Like the two men in white, today’s readings 
prompt us to deepen our understanding and to give witness to God’s 
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continuing presence in our midst.
All power and authority have been given to the Risen Lord and he 

has given us a mission to spread the good news to all nations. The con-
clusion of Matthew’s gospel has the Risen Lord confirm this authority 
to the disciples. It is a heavenly authority that supersedes all earthly 
authority. It invites and challenges us to reaffirm our commitment to 
the Lord and his ways.

Like the disciples, we, his followers today, are called on to be his wit-
nesses. To witness to his power and authority; to witness to the living 
presence of the heavenly kingdom among us. As followers of Christ, we 
are challenged morally to uphold the values of God’s kingdom not the 
values or standards of any lesser power. What words, what actions in our 
life give witness to the Risen Lord and his authority?

In the opening of Acts the disciples mistake the authority of the Lord 
for an earthly one – anticipating an earthly kingdom. But Jesus’ mission, 
which he entrusts to his disciples, is a spiritual rather than worldly one. 
How do we care for and deepen our own spiritual life as we go about our 
business day to day? Do we take time to pray, reflect, engage with the 
word of God in Scripture?

In the world of today witness is not necessarily easy. It can set us apart. 
But the Holy Spirit, promised to the disciples, is with us to strengthen 
and empower us. We are invited to reflect that our faith is called on to 
reach out – and to reach out to all; to the ends of the earth, inclusively. 
No one is to be excluded from our witness. 

As we face take up the challenge of mission, to teach and to observe 
Jesus’s commandments, we can find hope and comfort that the risen 
Lord, ascended to heaven, has given his us word that he is with us always 
to the end of time.

Seventh Sunday of Easter
24 May • Eoin Winters

Celebrant’s Guide

Introduction to the Mass

Just as the early disciples gathered in prayer in the Upper Room, so we 
too come together today to pray in thanksgiving and to give glory to 
Christ, our Risen Lord.
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Invitation to Repentance

Let us begin our common prayer by asking for pardon.
Lord Jesus, you take away our sins. Lord, have mercy.
You create a pure heart in us. Christ, have mercy.
You give us again the joy of salvation. Lord, have mercy.

Headings for Readings

first reading • (Acts 1:12-14). After the ascension of the Lord, the apostles 
and disciples, male and female, gather together in prayer in Jerusalem.

second reading • (1 Pet 4:13-16). It is an honour to bear Christ’s name 
and any suffering that accompanies it should be considered a blessing.

gospel • (Jn 17:1-11). Christ’s work on earth has been completed and he 
prays to the Father to glorify him. Knowledge of Jesus and the Father is 
eternal life.

Prayer of the Faithful

president • Gathered together as one Christian community, we present 
our prayers to the Lord.

readers • We open our hearts to the Lord and to each other in prayer, 
asking that we will always recognise the presence and power of the Spirit 
in our lives.

We ask the Lord to open our hearts to his word, filling us with the 
courage to witness to the gospel in our daily lives. 

We pray for those less fortunate than ourselves. May we bring the 
comfort of your strength and hope to those we meet.

We pray for the world in which we live. May the Lord help us to take 
care of our planet and all who live upon it. 

president • O Lord, our light and our help, be the stronghold of our life; 
have mercy and answer as we offer you these our prayers in the power 
of the Holy Spirit through Christ our Risen Lord. 

Introduction to the Lord’s Prayer

Joined together in prayer with one another, just as the early followers 
of the Lord were united in Jerusalem, we too have the courage to say.

Communion Reflection

O Lord Jesus, I adore you: Son of Mary, my Saviour and my Brother, for 
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you are God.
I follow you in my thoughts, O head of our race, as I hope one day, 

by your grace, to follow you into heavenly glory.
In the meantime, do not let me neglect the earthly task that you have 

given me. Let me labour diligently all my life with a greater appreciation 
for the present.

Let me realize that only by accomplishing true human fulfilment that 
I can divine fulfilment and ascend to you at the completion of my work.

Commentary and Reflections

Commentary

first reading • (Acts 1:12-14). Immediately following the ascension, the 
apostles return to Jerusalem, the centre stage of the paschal events. The 
naming of the Mount of Olives evokes its eschatological mention in 
Zechariah 14:4. But it is to the Upper Room in Jerusalem that the apos-
tles return to pray. 

Gathered together, the eleven are named for us and we are told they 
are joined in continuous prayer. In naming the eleven, Peter, John and 
James are given prominence at the head of the list in light of the focus 
that the following chapters of Acts will afford them.

Noteworthy too is that the eleven are not jn their own. Luke takes care 
to point out to us that their prayer is shared with the wider community 
of disciples, including several women and the family of Jesus.

second reading • (1 Pet 4:13-16). The author addresses the public difficul-
ties and suffering that Christians, in their commitment to the Risen 
Lord, may face. Readers are encouraged to rejoice and to be glad in the 
opportunity to share in the sufferings of Christ. The suffering referred to 
is the suffering of public insult and disgrace for being called a Christian. 
The author reminds us that to be identified as a Christian is something 
rightly to be thankful for.

gospel • (Jn 17:1-11). As part of the Last Supper discourse in the fourth 
gospel Jesus prays for his disciples, those the Father has given him. He 
recognises that the hour has come and calls on the Father to glorify 
him in the glory that they share. Jesus confirms that all power over this 
world has been given to him and that knowledge of Jesus and the Father 
is eternal life. 

The Father is acknowledged as the source of all and his teaching, 
through Jesus, has been accepted by the disciples. In accepting and be-
lieving the teaching of Jesus the disciples know the Father too and the 
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relationship of Jesus to the Father.
The distinction is made between the believing followers of Jesus, who 

recognise him and the Father, and ‘the world’. Jesus’ return to the Father 
is recognised as the disciples continue his work in this world.

Reflections towards a Homily

In the readings today we witness the early Christian community and 
Jesus at prayer. After the ascension the apostles and the wider community 
are joined together in continuous prayer. We are reminded of our call to 
spend time in prayer; time in prayer with the Lord and time in prayer with 
each other. The First Reading invites us to reflect on the time we spend 
in prayer as a Christian community today. Is it a time we fully engage 
with and do we allow that time to bring us ever closer as a community?

The Gospel reminds us that our knowledge of the Father comes 
through Jesus. Jesus, now with the Father in glory, prays for us and is 
with us in our prayer, especially in the Eucharist.

As we respond to the Lord and to each other we will always encounter 
challenges and even opposition from this world. We are invited to be 
strong in our faith and in our Christian calling to give witness publicly 
to the love and presence of the Risen Lord in our lives. Are there times 
when perhaps fear of public comment or embarrassment may have lim-
ited our words and actions? 

Faced with the challenges of life in the twenty-first century, may we be 
inspired by the example of the Scriptures always to make time for each 
other, and for the Lord, in prayer. May we find strength and support in 
listening to the Lord in our hearts and the courage and strength to live 
out the gospel in the world of today. May we, by our prayer and by our 
actions, be known as Christians.

Pentecost Sunday
31 May • Eoin Winters

Celebrant’s Guide

Introduction to the Mass

Today, Pentecost Sunday, we gather to celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit 
to the community of believers; and the calls to make known to the world 
the wonders of God.
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Invitation to Repentance

Lord Jesus, you call us to heed the promptings of your Holy Spirit. Lord, 
have mercy.

You call us to recognise the presence and love of your Spirit in those 
around us. Christ, have mercy.

Through you we listen to the gentle calling of your Spirit guiding us 
along the pathways of life. Lord, have mercy.

Headings for Readings

first reading • (Acts 2:1-11). Luke’s account of the first Pentecost in Jerusa-
lem reveals the transforming power of the Holy Spirit and the astonish-
ment the event caused for pilgrims gathered from all over the world to 
celebrate the feast.

second reading • (1 Cor 12:3-7.12-13). The unity of the church in God’s 
spirit is expressed through many different gifts, each used in his service.

gospel • (Jn 20:19-23). The Risen Jesus appears to his apostles and com-
missions them with the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Prayer of the Faithful

president • Filled with the gift of the Holy Spirit we confidently offer our 
prayers to the Lord.

readers • May the Spirit lead us along the path of renewal to grow more 
and more in God’s likeness.

May the Lord guide us as we continue to grow in faith.
May we use the gifts and talents God gives us to help build God’s 

kingdom on earth.
May our hearts always be open to recognise and encourage the many 

gifts and talents in our community.
May we be united in the Holy Spirit, to grow ever closer to God and 

to build a community that welcomes and cares for all.
In the coming week may the Lord guide our words and actions to be 

a witness to God’s love for all we meet.

president • Lord of glory, may our thoughts be pleasing to you as, united 
by the Holy Spirit which we have all received through Baptism, we offer 
all these, and all our prayers, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Introduction to the Lord’s Prayer

United and joyful in the Spirit, let us pray to our Father in the words 
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that Jesus gave us.

Introduction to the Sign of Peace

Made one by God’s Holy Spirit, let us turn to each other and share the 
sign of his peace.

Communion Reflection

Lord Jesus, as God’s Spirit came down and rested upon you, may the 
same Spirit rest on us, bestowing his sevenfold gifts.

Grant us the gift of understanding, by which your word may enlighten 
our minds.

Grant us counsel, by which we may follow in your footsteps on the 
path of righteousness.

Gant us courage, to ward off the enemy’s attacks.
Grant us knowledge to distinguish good from evil.
Grant us piety, by which we may obtain compassionate hearts.
Grant us fear, by which we may draw back from evil and submit to 

what is good.
Finally, grant us wisdom, that we may taste fully the life-giving sweet-

ness of your love.

Commentary and Reflections

Commentary

first reading • (Acts 2:1-11). This opening section of the Lucan Pentecost 
story falls into two sections. 

The first section (2:1-4) gives an account of the arrival of the Holy Spirit 
on the apostles as the promise of the Holy Spirit made in the opening 
verses of Acts is fulfilled. The ‘all’ (pantes) of verse 1 may refer to the 120 
disciples mentioned earlier in Acts 1:15. The arrival of the Holy Spirit 
accompanied by the sound of a mighty wind and the tongues of fire 
indicate divine activity, and serve to underline the reality of the gift of 
the Spirit as something seen and heard. 

Just as Jesus was anointed by the Holy Spirit at the start of his ministry 
(Lk 3:22) so too the gathered disciples receive the Holy Spirit at the start 
of their mission. The associated gift of speaking in tongues gives witness 
to the power of the Lord, and the call to universal mission.

The second section (2:5-11) recounts the initial outreach of the gift of 
the Spirit. The gift of the Spirit is witnessed by those gathered from the 
multi-national Jewish diaspora in Jerusalem for the pilgrimage feast of 
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Pentecost. The 15 peoples listed by Luke indicate the range of nationali-
ties gathered. Yet the many peoples are united in hearing the wonders 
of God proclaimed. 

The disciples, filled with the Holy Spirit, speak in tongues yet are un-
derstood by all. The division of Babel is reversed by the unifying gift of 
the Spirit and the mission to proclaim the wonders of God reaches all ears.

second reading • (1 Cor 12:3-7.12-13). Paul responds to concerns of the 
early community in Corinth about a hierarchy of gifts. He makes no hi-
erarchical distinction. It is one and the same Spirit that unites believers 
and works differently in each. The gifts of the Spirit are varied but Paul 
reminds his audience that all who receive the gift of the Spirit are called 
equally to use it in the service of the Lord. 

On the first Pentecost the proclamation of God’s action reached the 
ears of all those present. So, too, Paul reminds the Corinthian Christians, 
and us, that the gift of the Holy Spirit is for all – Jews, Greeks, slaves, 
and citizens alike. 

The diverse and varied gifts of the Christian community comprise a 
unity, a whole, in Christ.

gospel • (Jn 20: 19-23). This is an account of a post-resurrection appear-
ance of Jesus to his followers in Jerusalem. They are in hiding ‘for fear 
of the Jews’ just as the disciples in Acts were in fear before they were 
strengthened by the gift of the Spirit.

As in other appearance narratives, Jesus appears suddenly, wishes peace 
on his disciples, shows them his hands and feet as evidence that he is the 
crucified One, and they are filled with joy at his presence.

The Risen Lord commissions the disciples just as he was commis-
sioned by the Father, and confers the gift of the Holy Spirit on them. 
The gift of the Holy Spirit is linked with the mission of the disciples (as 
it is too in Luke’s Pentecost account) and with the forgiveness of sins. 
The forgiveness of sins indicates that the disciples share in the divine 
power of God’s kingdom. It is their mission to proclaim that kingdom 
in the power of the Spirit.

Reflections towards a Homily

All of today’s readings reflect on the gift of the Holy Spirit and its out-
reach to others. They invite us to reflect on the continuing presence of 
the Holy Spirit in our lives, as individuals and as a Christian community 
in the twenty-first century.

The First Reading reveals the power of the Spirit to transform, to 
bring about change. Initially gathered in fear, the disciples speak out 
and proclaim to the assembled peoples the good news of the Kingdom 
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once they have been filled with the Spirit. We have received that same 
Spirit and have the same call to mission. What outreach does the King-
dom of God have in our lives? What action is the Spirit prompting our 
community towards? How can each of us make known the Kingdom of 
God to those around us? What are the changes we are being called on 
to make in our lives?

Dramatic as it is in the story, the gift of tongues evidenced in the dis-
ciples on the first Pentecost is one of the myriad gifts that the Spirit of 
God gifts to those who are open to receive them. Paul teaches how the 
varied gifts of the community are opportunities to be of service to others 
and to build the Kingdom of God. We are encouraged to recognise and 
appreciate the gifts and talents of others and to use our own talents for 
the good of the community. 

In a world often divided and prejudiced by issues of status and race, 
both Luke and Paul reminds us that the Spirit of God makes no such 
distinctions. We are challenged to scrutinise our own inclusivity and 
reminded that all welcome in God’s kingdom.

John too, in the Gospel, reminds us that the gift of the Holy Spirit is 
one that calls us beyond ourselves and our own circle; it is a gift and it 
is a mission. And it is a mission of forgiveness. Perhaps this Pentecost, 
filled with the joy and strength of the Holy Spirit, we can look in to our 
own hearts and find what forgiveness we can bring to others.

Trinity Sunday
7 June 2020 • Brendan McConvery and Peter Burns, C.Ss.R.

Celebrant’s Guide

Introduction to the Mass

It is not easy to find the words we need to speak about God. In all their 
limitations, our words struggle to reach into the very deep mystery of 
God. As we celebrate today’s feast, we are caught somewhere between the 
desire to sing our faith in the language of the poet and the silent awe of 
the mystic. Let us give glory to God, Father, Son and Spirit.

Penitential Rite

Father, you so loved the world that you gave us your only Son. Lord, 
have mercy.
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Christ, you came as our peace and reconciliation. Christ, have mercy.
Holy Spirit, you are our source of life and grace. Lord, have mercy. 

Headings for Readings

first reading • (Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9). On the Holy Mountain, God allows Moses 
to see his glory. 

second reading • (2 Cor 13:11-13). St Paul invites his converts to live in 
greater harmony with one another. In this way they will experience the 
Trinity in their lives. 

gospel • (Jn 3:16-18). God so loved the world that he sent his Son to die 
to save human beings.

Prayer of the Faithful

president • As we recall this day the mystery of God as Trinity, we make 
our prayers to the Father through the Son in the Holy Spirit.

response • Lord, hear our prayer.

readers • That the one God in three persons may bring about unity and 
harmony among the nations of the world, we pray to the Lord. 

For peace in the world, a peace that seeks to make whole what now is 
broken, for those who struggle against injustice and those whom war and 
famine have robbed of homes, families and friends, we pray to the Lord. 

That the union of life in the Trinity may bring us into deeper union 
with those society rejects or ignores, we pray to the Lord.

For those who are sick, sad or lonely that they may be aware of your 
comforting presence we pray to the Lord. 

For all who have died that they may share the life of the Trinity forever 
(and especially for NN), we pray to the Lord.

president • God of life and love, you revealed yourself to us as the eternal 
Trinity and called us to worship the one God in three persons. Keep us 
firm in this faith and bring us at last to see you in your one and eternal 
glory, O Father, who with the Son and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns 
one God, for ever and ever.

Introduction to the Lord’s Prayer

It is through the Spirit we received at Baptism that we are able to call God 
‘Father.’ Let us pray now in the words that Jesus has given us.
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Invitation to the Sign of Peace

As we share the peace let us remember that it is the Holy Trinity what 
binds us together in love. 

Communion Reflection

I bind unto myself today
The strong name of the Trinity,
By invocation of the same,
The Three in One and One in Three.

I bind unto myself today
The power of God to hold and lead,
His eye to watch, His might to stay,
His ear to hearken to my need.
The wisdom of my God to teach,
His hand to guide, his shield to ward,
The word of God to give me speech,
His heavenly host to be my guard.  (Breastplate of St Patrick) 

Commentary and Reflections

Commentary

first reading • (Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9). Having survived the battle with the 
Israelites who had substituted a golden calf idol for the worship of the 
Lord, Moses returns to Mount Sinai to receive a second copy of the tab-
lets of the covenant which he had smashed in his fury (Ex 32:19). He 
seeks reassurance that he has found favour with God by asking to see 
God’s glory (34:19). Although no human can look on the face of God, 
the Lord offers him a partial glimpse of his glory: ‘the Lord descended 
in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name, ‘The 
Lord’ (Ex 34:5). God’s mysterious being was at the heart of the Israelite 
experience. The New Testament reflects that sense but it also knows that 
God has revealed himself through the incarnation of his Son: ‘No one has 
ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, 
who has made him known’ (Jn 1:18). The is the mystery of the Trinity 
that the unknowable God has made himself accessible to us through the 
three persons of the Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

second reading • (2 Cor 13:11-13). The earliest language that expressed the 
mystery of the Trinity was not theological language or even the formulae 
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of the early creeds. It was, rather, the language of Christian prayer and 
praise. Concluding his Second Letter to Corinth, Paul uses a formula of 
blessing and praise. Paul had a fraught relationship with the fractious 
Corinthian church. The final appeal in the letter is for the community 
to rediscover the essence of its unity: ‘agree with one another, live in 
peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you’ (2 Cor 13:1). It 
is this experience of unity in faith and love that provides Paul with the 
language, Father, Son and Spirit. It will be some centuries before Christian 
theologians are able to distinguish the different roles of the Trinity, but 
central to it is the experience of living united in a community so that 
one can recognize the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God 
the Father and the communion of the Holy Spirit (see 2 Cor 13:13 NRS).

gospel • (Jn 3:16-18). These few verses are probably the clearest and most 
profound statement of Christian faith by the evangelist John. They occur 
in the complex dialogue with Nicodemus, a Jewish teacher who has come 
to Jesus ‘by night’ (probably symbolic of the darkness in which he and 
others search for the Kingdom of God. That kingdom is revealed to him 
as new birth through water and the Spirit. The mystery of the Kingdom 
is the mystery of God’s love that is revealed in the death of Jesus, the 
only Son who was given so that those who believe in him might find life. 

Reflections towards a Homily

It was probably the first prayer we were taught as children – to bless 
ourselves – ‘In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit’. Each decade of the Rosary ends with Glory be to the Father, and to 
the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Every part of the Church’s Divine Office 
also begins with the Gloria, just as all the official prayers of the Church, 
including the Great Thanksgiving or Eucharistic Prayer, are addressed TO 
the Father, IN the Son, THROUGH the Holy Spirit.

It’s common for us, then, to call on the Trinity, but probably not so 
common to reflect on just what is meant by saying that there are three 
Persons in the God we believe in. Who is this God? Can we find some 
way of speaking about God which is helpful?
1.  We cannot know God in God’s own self, but only in relationship to 

us. One way I have found helpful is to understand – and to experi-
ence – God as the One who is FOR us, rather than AGAINST us. If you 
can remember/think of someone who you knew was there for you: 
somebody who was on your side, who was always rooting for you, 
whose support you can rely on, somebody who believed in you, who 
will spoke up for you: unambiguously there for you when you needed 
them, someone whose loyalty you could count on … I remember a 
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man telling me about his father, who he always knew was there for 
him: right from when he was a child. His father came to watch him 
playing football – and to voice his support from the side-line. That’s 
what we mean when we speak of God as our Father/our Mother: you 
can rely on God to be there for you, to be on your side. 

2.  God is also the One who is WITH us, standing shoulder to shoulder 
with us, alongside us. He’s in solidarity with us, identifies with our 
situation. He understands what you’re going through; empathises with 
you. God can stand in your shoes and feel your pain. God is wounded 
by your wound. He shares your joys, your sorrows, your dilemmas, 
your struggles. Jesus, the Son of God, the Son of Mary, became one of 
us. He is God made flesh: he was fully human, like us in every way – 
except he never sinned. So, he is Emmanuel – a name which means 
‘God is with us.’ He promised: ‘know that I am with you always; yes, 
to the end of time’ (Mt 28:20). 

3. And God is the One who is IN us. He is in us as a source of energy and 
power and strength, as a source of joy and life and inspiration. Dwell-
ing within us, God gives us comfort, light, warmth, and wisdom. God 
brings cleansing and freshness, healing and guidance. That is what 
we call God the Holy Spirit – the One who has been poured into our 
hearts. But sadly, many of us never discover the Holy Spirit. He remains 
an undiscovered and unused treasure buried within us. That Spirit of 
truth, you know him, because he is with you, he is in you…(Jn14:17)

So this is our God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit: the One who is for us, 
with us, in us.

This is the God in whose image and likeness each one of us is made. 
Made in God’s image and likeness, but also called to grow ever more fully 
into that image and likeness. That’s what happens when I really try to 
be someone who is there for others, when I’m with them in solidarity 
and compassion. When I’m present to others as a source of strength 
and inspiration and comfort and healing, then I’m God-like. These are 
many ways of loving, and they’re how we become more and more like 
the God who is Love. On this great feast, as we celebrate and worship 
the Most Holy Trinity, our prayer is heartfelt: that today and every day 
of our lives, we become more and more God-like in our love. Let us say: 
‘Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was 
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.’
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The Body and Blood of Christ
Thursday 11 / Sunday 14 June 2020 • Anthony Cassidy

Celebrant’s Guide

Introduction to the Mass

We believe that when we come to celebrate the Mass, the Eucharist, Jesus 
Christ is here among us: he is present to us in different ways, such as in 
the community of disciples, in the Word of the Scriptures. Today, as we 
celebrate the Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ, we focus our thoughts 
on the Lord’s presence in the consecrated bread and wine, which is his 
sacramental Body and Blood.

Penitential Rite

Lord Jesus, you are the bread of life for us, your disciples, today. Lord, 
have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you come in Word and Sacrament to strengthen us in our 
Christian faith, life and witness. Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you offer us eternal life through your teaching and the gift 
of your Body and Blood in the Eucharist. Lord, have mercy.

Headings for Readings

first reading • (Deut 8:2-3, 14-16). Later generations of Israelites are invited 
to reflect on the Exodus, the founding event of their nation, as though 
they had participated in it themselves, along with their ancestors.

second reading • (1 Cor 10:16-17). Paul reflects on the meaning of the 
Eucharist, and that sharing in this sacred meal is a sign of the unity of 
those who take part.

gospel • (Jn 6:51-58). The Eucharistic bread and wine are truly the Body 
and Blood of Jesus, and offer us eternal life.

Prayer of the Faithful

president • We now bring before God our cares and concerns, as we make 
our prayers of intercession.

response • Give us today our daily bread.

readers • We give thanks that we are able to take part today in the celebra-
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tion of the Eucharist: we remember all those in our parish community 
who would like to be with us, but are unable to come because of illness 
or for some other reason.

We pray for our sisters and brothers who have no access to the Eucha-
rist because of a shortage of priests: we ask that our church leaders face 
up to this crisis with courage and imagination.

We bring before the Lord those who feel cut off from the Christian 
community and unable to take part fully in the Eucharist: we ask that 
those who minister to them reflect the God of plentiful redemption.

We remember the faithful departed, those of our own families and 
friends who regularly received the Eucharist, the pledge of future glory: 
may they now be rejoicing at the eternal banquet in God’s presence.

president • O God, the wisest, mightiest best, from whom we draw life, 
grant that our prayers may find favour with you, as we make them in 
the name of him who is the living bread come down from heaven, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

Invitation to the Lord’s Prayer

The disciples asked Jesus to teach them to pray, and now we say together 
the words Jesus gave them.

Invitation to the Sign of Peace

The Eucharist is the sign and means of our unity as members of Christ’s 
body: so now we express that unity as we offer one another the sign of 
peace.

Communion Reflection

Come, adore this wondrous presence,
Bow to Christ, the source of grace.
Here is kept the ancient promise of God’s earthly dwelling place.
Sight is blind before God’s glory: faith alone may see God’s face.

(Saint Thomas Aquinas).

Commentary and Reflections

Commentary

first reading • (Deut 8:2-3. 14-16). The Book of Deuteronomy presents the 
renewal of the Covenant between God and the people of Israel as they 
prepare to enter the Promised Land. Part of the Covenant ceremony was 
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the reciting of the Historical Credo, that is, the list of God’s actions on 
behalf of the people in bringing them out of slavery in Egypt, through 
the wilderness and up to the present point. In our extract today, Moses 
challenges his listeners (who in fact belong to a much later generation) 
to put themselves in the shoes of those who actually experienced the way 
in which God tested them with hunger then fed them with manna so 
that they would come to rely on God’s teaching to live a proper human 
life. The manna is later identified as ‘the bread from heaven’.

responsorial psalm • (Ps 147:12-15. 19-20). The psalmist reflects on the 
blessings God has extended to the people of Israel in security, peace and 
increase of the population. Included in these advantages is the knowledge 
of God’s word, which recalls the lessons of the First Reading.

second reading • (1 Cor 10:16-17). In his first letter to the Christians of 
Corinth, a seaport in Greece, Paul is dealing with problems which have 
arisen in this community: one such issue is the celebration of the Eu-
charist, where social distinctions seem to have crept in among the par-
ticipants. Paul reminds them (and therefore ourselves) that communion 
with Christ implies communion with one another: by sharing in the one 
bread we are members of a single body or community.

gospel • (Jn 6:51-58). Chapter 6 of the Gospel according to John consid-
ers the theme of the bread of life. One aspect of this teaching is that of 
the word, as we saw in the reading from Deuteronomy and from the 
Responsorial Psalm 147. It appears that some early Christians thought 
that to regard the bread of life simply as the teaching of God or Jesus was 
enough, and that it was not necessary to celebrate the Eucharist with 
bread and wine. Eating the bread thus could be understood in a sym-
bolic, metaphorical way. The evangelist stresses the physical dimension 
of chewing on the bread to emphasise that the person should actually 
consume the bread and drink the wine, which are now the body and 
blood of the Lord.

Reflections towards a Homily

One of the great reforms of the liturgy in recent times has been in the 
administering of Holy Communion. There is great symbolism in the per-
son approaching the celebrant or minister with outstretched and empty 
hands, asking to be given the bread of life. Added to that has been the 
restoring of the chalice to the lay participants in the Eucharist, which 
fulfils Jesus’ direct command to the disciples at the Last Supper, ‘Take 
this, all of you and drink from it’.

However, many Catholics seem not to regard the consecrated wine, 
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the Precious Blood of Jesus, as being the Blessed Sacrament just as much 
as the consecrated bread or host is. Some people simply walk past the 
minister holding the chalice without acknowledging it in any way. One 
person, when asked to help with the distribution of Communion, is 
reported to have said, ‘I don’t mind holding the chalice, but I couldn’t 
possibly give out Holy Communion.’ Someone else, when asked why 
he did not receive from the chalice, replied that he formerly had been a 
member of the Catholic Evidence Guild, and, before the reform of the 
liturgy, had been obliged to defend the practice of Communion being 
given only under one kind: so now, to receive from the chalice seemed 
like detracting from the Real Presence in the host in some way. The wor-
ship of the Host alone at Benediction also played a part in emphasising 
the Real Presence in the consecrated bread at the expense of the Real 
Presence in the consecrated wine. 

The idea of life is very much connected with the mention of blood. 
When we talk about Jesus shedding his blood for us, what we really mean 
is Jesus giving his life for us. So receiving the sacramental blood of Jesus 
in Communion is a very powerful and intimate symbol of Jesus com-
municating to us his life. Perhaps if it were presented in these terms, it 
might help people to think about the manner in which they receive the 
Body and Blood of the Lord, and to consider taking from the chalice if 
they do not already do so. When Jesus says, ‘This is my body, this is my 
blood’, he is saying, ‘This is Me!’ and to receive from the chalice is to 
celebrate the sacrament in a more complete way.

Another consideration might come from the Second Reading. It is a 
sad and undeniable fact that the Eucharist has always been a bone of 
contention among Christians. The sixth chapter of the Fourth Gospel 
betrays an early rejection of the belief in the Eucharist being truly the 
body and blood of Christ, so the evangelist emphasizes that it is neces-
sary to consume physically the Eucharistic bread. Even before that, in the 
time of Paul, the celebration of the Eucharist, instead of being the symbol 
of the unity of the Christian body, had become fractured, reflecting the 
divisions among the disciples. One current Catholic magazine recently 
headlined the ‘Return of the Communion Wars’, apparently unaware of 
the tragic irony behind its title.

Another truly meaningful reform of the liturgy was the restoring of the 
Sign of Peace among the members of the congregation. This takes place 
immediately before Communion, and signifies that Holy Communion 
is not something simply between the individual and Jesus, but between 
the individual, Jesus and everyone else who is celebrating the Eucharist. 
This reflects the biblical notion of table-fellowship – the act of eating 
together being a sign of forgiveness, reconciliation and mutual respect 
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and acceptance. Understood in this way, our celebration of the Eucharist 
can truly be Holy Communion.

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time
21 June 2020 • Anthony Cassidy

Celebrant’s Guide

Introduction to the Mass

We come together to celebrate the Lord’s Day, to enter into the central 
mysteries of our Christian faith. We remember that Jesus told his disciples 
that where they gather in his name, he is there with them. Jesus is present 
with us now as we prepare to listen to God’s word in the Scriptures and 
to encounter our Lord in the Eucharistic bread and wine.

Penitential Rite

Lord Jesus, you open our hearts so that we can understand the Scriptures. 
Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you pour out your Spirit on your disciples in the Church 
today. Lord, have mercy.

Headings for Readings

first reading • (Jer 20:10-13). Jeremiah’s preaching causes people around 
him to plot against him: but he places his confidence in the Lord, who 
will deliver him from their evil schemes.

resonsorial psalm • (Ps 68). This psalm expresses the feelings of someone 
whose faithful service of the Lord has stirred up hostility against them, 
and who now appeal to the Lord’s love and compassion.

second reading • (Rom 5:12-15). Paul draws a comparison and contrast 
between the figure of Adam, who represents sin and death, and Christ, 
who brings the free gift of grace which overcomes this condition.

gospel • (Mt 10:26-33). Jesus gives the disciples instructions for their 
mission. They are to trust in God, and not in human beings, when they 
preach the Gospel message.
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Prayer of the Faithful

president • The Lord has spoken to us in the word of the Scriptures: we 
now speak in our own words as we bring before the Lord our cares and 
concerns as we make our prayers of intercession.

readers • We pray for the prophets today, who find their message rejected 
by many of the people around them. Like Jeremiah, may they continue 
to speak God’s word in the face of opposition and hostility.

We remember our leaders in the Church who have a prophetic calling 
to speak God’s word to situations today which are marked by injustice 
and exploitation. May they have that trust in God which gives them to 
courage and determination to persevere in their mission.

We bring before the Lord anyone we know who is suffering in mind 
or body. May the Spirit be with them and bring healing and peace.

We ask the Lord’s blessing on those who are working to promote 
understanding and genuine peace in places where there is conflict and 
hatred, especially where there is deep-seated animosity between different 
groups of people. May their efforts bear fruit in abundance.

president • God, we present to you these and all the unspoken prayers of 
our hearts. You know our needs even before we know them ourselves. 
We place our prayers and ourselves into your merciful hands, trusting 
that you will hear and answer. Through Christ our Lord.

Invitation to the Lord’s Prayer

As we prepare to receive our Lord in holy communion, we show that we 
are in communion with one another as we pray in the words Jesus gave us.

Invitation to Holy Communion

The Lord said: ‘Take and eat: this is my body. Take and drink: this is my 
blood.’ Blessed are those who are invited to the table of the Lord.

Communion Reflection

Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you through and through,
I chose you to be mine. Before you left your mother’s side
I called to you, my child, to be my sign.
Oh, the word of my Lord, deep within my being,
Oh, the word of my Lord, you have filled my mind.

(Damian Lundy, based on Jeremiah 1:4-10)
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Commentary and Reflections

Commentary

first reading • (Jer 20:10-13). Jeremiah was prophet in Jerusalem during 
one of the most turbulent periods of Israel’s history which saw the fall 
of the Assyrian empire which had controlled the region and the rise of 
Babylonian power. Jeremiah witnessed the religious reforms of the Israel-
ite king Josiah, though, being obviously a sensitive person, he probably 
did not approve of the brutal way in which the programme of renewal 
and purification was carried out. He was in Jerusalem during the siege 
by the Babylonian army under Nebuchadnezzar and lived through the 
capture of the city and the destruction of the Temple.

Today’s reading is part of the last of a series of passages which are 
known as The Confessions of Jeremiah and which give a unique insight 
into the personality of one of the biblical prophets. At the beginning of 
the section, Jeremiah berates God for deceiving him and then blames 
himself for allowing himself to be deceived. In our reading, we see some-
one who is depressed: he has carried out his mission but the only result 
has been danger and rejection of himself and his message. We can ap-
preciate Jeremiah as a person who had a calling to speak God’s word, but 
who could not separate himself from the people to whom he preached.

responsorial psalm • (Ps 68). This poem is one of the Psalms of Lament, in 
which the writers reflect on the bitter and unjust state of life in which 
they find themselves in spite of doing the right thing and being innocent 
of any wrongdoing. Very often it is the carrying out of the divine mission 
which is the cause of their woe. But these Psalms move from a condition 
of bewilderment, outrage and anger at God for the predicament of the 
author, to a sense of trust and confidence, which expresses itself in praise 
of God, which is all the more impressive for being uttered in a situation 
which is depicted as being desperate.

second reading • (Rom 5:12-15). Paul presents sin and death as personal 
forces which have a powerful, and hostile, influence over human life. 
Adam, one of the first two human beings in the biblical story of the 
Garden of Eden, allows sin its entry into the human sphere, followed 
in quick succession by death. However, this does not mean that human 
beings are under the control of outside forces: for Paul, sin takes the form 
of a deliberate rebellion against the Creator, a self-centredness which 
puts the individual’s interests in prime position, rather than respecting 
the proper relationship with God. The individual’s ‘sin’ is a symptom 
of the underlying condition of the human race. Adam’s act of disobedi-
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ence starts the process by which all human beings are infected, but Paul 
does not explain the manner in which sin is transmitted. The antidote 
to this profound sickness is to be found in divine grace, which is the 
free gift of Jesus Christ.

gospel • (Mt 10:26-33). There are three sections to this extract, which are 
not related to one another. They are sayings of Jesus which have been 
preserved in the tradition, but the original background is unknown, but 
in the context of Jesus’ instructions to the disciples as they set out on 
their mission, they make sense. The first is a call not to be afraid, but to 
preach the message clearly. They are to fear God alone, and not human 
beings, so their responsibility must outweigh any human considerations. 
They are to trust in God’s provident care for them. Finally, their witness 
to Jesus will be rewarded and to deny Jesus will entail punishment. 
Perhaps the overall message might be that to be a disciple and to accept 
the mission will not be easy, and will require trust in God and courage.

Reflections towards a Homily

The mention of Adam in the Second Reading reminds us of the early 
pages of the bible. The Garden of Eden story is a reflection on human life. 
Chapter 2 of Genesis presents a vision of how harmonious life could be, 
if only human beings would accept their proper place in creation. The 
underlying message is one of having respect for one another as equals, 
protecting what we now call the environment, and treating other living 
beings properly, without exploiting them. The disastrous ending of the 
story shows human beings at odds with each other, with the natural 
world and estranged from God. Nowhere in the biblical text do we find 
the term sin. Nor do we find the expression original sin, which comes 
much later, in the Christian theological tradition. But we do find the 
idea of disobedience, which Paul develops elsewhere in his Letter to the 
Christians of Rome. 

The name Adam is a personalizing of the Hebrew word, which is spelled 
the same way, which means human being. Adam, then, is a representa-
tive figure, standing for every human being, for all of us. Paul presents 
him as unleashing, as it were, sin into human life as a power hostile to 
God and to human beings.

It might be useful to bear in mind that this is a way of wrestling with 
a problem, of trying to make sense of why things are the way they are 
and how Jesus Christ is the answer, the bringing of divine grace which 
helps us struggle against this innate selfishness or self-centredness which 
manifests itself in actions or attitudes which we classify as sinful. When 
we think about sin, we might think of the devil, an outside force, tempt-
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ing us to put ourselves first instead of trying to live up to the teachings 
of Jesus. If we then dismiss the idea of a personal devil, then we might 
be inclined to doubt the existence of sin as a power in our lives.

A helpful analogy here might be that of addiction. People who have 
suffered from being addicted to drugs, alcohol, or any other substance or 
type of behaviour will often describe their situation as being under the 
power of whatever has, literally, taken control of their lives. No amount 
of will-power can overcome it. No reasoning from family or friends, no 
thought of the consequences, no feeling of the loss of self-respect can 
dislodge this, to all intents and purposes, living force which has invaded 
and occupied their mind and life. Usually, it takes some major experience, 
commonly called a rock bottom, to make them realize that they cannot 
solve their problem by themselves, but need the help of a Higher Power.

No recovery, they tell us, is absolute. All they can hope for is a daily 
reprieve from the object of their addiction, which is always there, ready 
to pounce, given the opportunity. So constant contact with the Higher 
Power, or ‘God, as we understand God’ is essential. Prayer and meditation 
will then play an important part in the person’s daily life. 

It is here that the reading from Jeremiah and the Psalm can help us. 
One of the fundamental requirements for a recovery from addiction is 
rigorous honesty. Jeremiah is not afraid to tell God exactly what he thinks, 
and in some other passages of the Confessions, he is extremely blunt.

We find the same attitude in today’s Psalm, but people can only speak 
like that if they have trust in the one whom they are addressing. Some-
times we think that we can only use praise (or flattery) when speaking 
to God, but the biblical writers encourage us to tell God exactly how we 
are feeling and what is on our mind. If we are to break the power of sin 
in our lives, we need to accept the free gift of divine grace and to co-
operate with it. The spiritual writers tell us that there are dark times in 
everyone’s life: Jeremiah is witness to that in our reading today. But trust 
and confidence in God’s love and mercy can be the necessary means to 
living as good a Christian life as we can, in Jesus’ words, it is a case of 
taking up our cross daily and following the Master.
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Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
28 June 2020 • Brendan McConvery, C.Ss.R.

Celebrant’s Guide

Introduction to the Celebration

Through Baptism, we entered into the very depths of life with Jesus our 
Lord. In that sacrament we were also called the share the light of the 
Gospel with others. As we begin our celebration of the Eucharist today, 
we confess that we have failed but that we are confident in his grace to 
heal us. 

Penitential Rite

Lord Jesus, you are the fulness of truth and grace. Lord, have mercy. 
Christ our Lord, you became poor to make us rich. Chris, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you made us your holy people in baptism. Lord, have mercy.

Headings for Readings

first reading • (2 Kgs 4:8-11,14-16). For her generosity towards the prophet 
Elisha, a woman is given the gift of a long-desired child. 

second reading • (Rom 6:3-4,8-11). Paul reminds us that by our Baptism 
we have shared in the death and resurrection of Christ the Lord. 

gospel • (Mt 10:37-42). Jesus sets before us the challenge of following him 
but also reminds us of the rewards in store for us. 

Prayer of the Faithful

president • Having listened to the invitation to follow Jesus in the way of 
discipleship, we pray for ourselves and for all God’s people. 

readers • For Pope Francis, his brother bishops and the leaders of all Chris-
tian Churches: that they will guide their brothers and sisters to respond 
generously to the challenge of the Gospel. 

For those who speak God’s prophetic word to the Church today, re-
calling us to the uncomfortable freedom of the Kingdom of God to serve 
the poor and oppressed. 

As we celebrate the freedom we enjoy, we remember Christians who 
suffer imprisonment and persecution for their faith.

For young people who are coming to the end of their secondary or 
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college education about this time.
For the sick and housebound members of our community, for those 

who have died recently (N), and for all who care for them.

president • Loving God, hear these prayers we have made with our lips 
and hear too the prayer of our hearts for which we sometimes cannot 
find the words. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Invitation to the Lord’s Prayer

The Lord has poured into our hearts his spirit of freedom. In this Spirit, 
we pray the prayer that Christ has taught us. 

Invitation to the Sign of Peace

Our freedom enables us to become servants of one another in love. In 
this spirit, let us offer each other a sign of peace. 

Invitation to Holy Communion

This is the Bread of Life, food for the journey for those who follow Jesus. 
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.

Commentary and Reflections

Commentary

first reading • (2 Kgs 4:8-11,14-16). Shunem was a small town in the Valley 
of Jezreel (or Megiddo). The woman’s hospitality to the prophet recog-
nises him as a man of God (common tern for a person such as a prophet, 
endowed with charismatic gifts). It was an act of generosity which Elisha 
seeks to reward. The ending of barrenness in a family with the gift of a 
child was a highly prized blessing in Israel (e.g., birth of Isaac, Gen 17; 
Samson Judges 13). The story of Elijah and the Shunamite woman paral-
lels a similar story in the Elisha cycle of the prophet’s relationship with 
the woman of Zarephath. 

responsorial psalm • (Ps 88). Psalm 88 is a psalm of praise that celebrates 
the enduring love of God (strophe 1), celebrates Israel’s good fortune in 
having such a God (strophe 3) and prays for the continued well-being of 
the king who is the earthly symbol of God’s protecting love. 

second reading • (Rom 6:3-4, 8-11). At the heart of Paul’s understanding of 
the relationship between Christ and the believer is the mystery of Baptism 
in which the new convert has symbolically undergone participating in 
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the Lord’s death and resurrection by being submerged in the waters of 
the baptismal pool. For those who have undergone the rite, it is a passage 
from death to life. They are no longer dead, and death has no power over 
them. Instead, they must look forward to living with commitment and 
deep faith the mystery of sharing the life of Christ in daily life. 

gospel • (Mt 10: 37-42). The second great discourse of Matthew’s Gospel is 
the mission discourse of chapter 10 in which Jesus instructs his disciples 
as he sends them out on the first mission.

Today’s reading comes from the very end of the discourse, and its 
series nine examples (each beginning with ‘anyone who…’ (Jerusalem 
Bible) or ‘those who…’ IRSV) would suggest that this section is intended 
for more than would be missionaries. The first group of three sayings all 
end with the words ‘…is not worthy of me.’ The first two are examples 
of preferential love – the Lord who calls and sends must have priority 
over parents or children. The third and fourth sayings in this group raise 
the bar of the demand even higher – following Jesus will entail cross-
bearing; and Matthew did not mean what later spiritual writers might 
have suggested as a willingness to put up with daily annoyances but, 
literally, a willingness to go to the cross – the place where slaves met 
their painful end. The fourth saying in the list summarises the paradox 
of loosing in order to find.

The next group of sayings focuses on the theme of reward. Reward is a 
common theme in Matthew – although the reward may be deferred until 
the coming times, small acts of service and loyalty nevertheless do not 
pass unnoticed. Welcoming the messenger means welcoming the one who 
sent the messenger, so welcoming the preacher of the Gospel means also 
welcoming the one who commissioned him, and sharing in the reward 
that they could claim for their service. Welcoming a prophet or holy 
man was a tradition not just in Israel (see today’s First Reading) but also 
continued into the time of the early Christian community. The Didache, 
one of the earliest surviving Christian documents which dates from the 
early second century and has much in common with Matthew, gives 
instructions on how the community is to welcome itinerant prophets. 

Reflections towards a Homily

Pope Francis frequently coins a telling phrase. In an interview with a 
journalist some years ago about the task of evangelisation in the Church 
and who is responsible for it, he said, ‘Sometimes I think the best business 
we can do with many Christians, is to sell them mothballs, so that they 
put them in their clothes and in their lives and aren’t eaten by moths.’ 
In other words, we are not called to keep the Gospel safe but we have 
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but to take risks that it should become better known. In today’s Gospel, 
Matthew does not single out for mention professional preachers and 
teachers: his mission sermon, by its final paragraph that stresses that these 
words apply to ‘anyone’, is a call to every member of the community to 
respond generously. 

The average Catholic, if asked who was responsible for the work of 
evangelisation would probably reply that it was a task for professionals, 
that is, priests, religious and some lay qualified and trained religious 
people. Yet the call to become an agent of evangelisation goes with grace 
of Baptism, not ordination. The journalist to whom the Pope made the 
remark about mothballs, asked him to clarify a similar remark he had 
made to him in an interview some time before when Pope Francis had 
said it was time to tell the laity to come out of the caves! He replied: 
‘They have to go out, they have to go and bring the message of Jesus to 
others.’ ‘The message of Jesus is to give it; so just as I receive it from him 
through a brother or sister, the grace comes to me and I give it.’ 

At its simplest, the good news is shared by example. St Francis once 
instructed his friars to go through the world preaching the Gospel, ‘using 
words when necessary.’ Using words does not mean having a sermon 
ready. The first Letter of Peter put it in simple terms: ‘Always be ready 
to make your defence to anyone who demands from you an accounting 
for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence’ (1 
Pet 3:15-16 NRS). The key to that is being able to understand what you 
do and why you do it! Do we sometimes shy away from a discussion 
about religion and values simply because we are not that sure why we 
believe certain propositions of Catholic belief. Nor does it mean, on the 
other hand, adopting the posture of a Catholic militant, always ready to 
open an argument that will be more memorable for the heat it generated 
than the light it shed.

Solemnity of Sts Peter and Paul
29 June 2020 • Brendan McConvery, C.Ss.R.

Celebrant’s Guide

Introduction to the Celebration

As we recall Peter and Paul, the two great pillars of the Roman Church, 
we pray that at we may learn from them how to follow Christ more 
closely and we may imitate them in their dedication to Christ’s mission.
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Penitential Rite

Lord Jesus, Peter recognised you as the Son of the Living God. Lord, 
have mercy.

Paul proclaimed you as the risen and glorious Lord. Christ, have mercy.
Your apostles Peter and Paul brought your Gospel to the nations. 

Lord, have mercy.

Headings for Readings

first reading • (Acts 12:1-11). During the first outbreak of persecution in 
the early days of the Church, Peter was imprisoned but was delivered 
by the angel of God.

second reading • (2 Tim 4:6-8,17-18). As the end of his life approaches, Paul 
looks with confidence to the God who will reward him for his labours 
in his service. 

gospel • (Mt 16:13-19). Peter’s confession of faith in Jesus as the Christ is 
the foundation stone on which the Church is built.

Prayer of the Faithful

president • The Lord Jesus built his Church on the apostles. United with 
them, in fidelity to the Gospel’s teaching and way of life, we now present 
our needs to God. 

readers • For Pope Francis, successor of St Peter. May he be strong in his 
faith and confirm his brothers and sisters in discipleship with Christ.

For bishops: that they grow in union with Peter and share the zeal of 
Paul in leading their people the grace of the Holy Spirit.

For all who, like the apostles, are persecuted for their faith, and espe-
cially for Christians in China and in the Middle East: that they may find 
the strength and courage to stand firm in their faith and love. 

For the poor and the oppressed, and those who live with the daily 
threat of war and violence. 

For the sick and the infirm: may they find strength to suffer with 
Christ the Lord. 

president • We rejoice, Lord that you have called us to serve you in the 
fellowship of faith. Hear the prayers, spoken and silent, that we make to 
you this day through the intercession of Saints Peter and Paul. We ask 
this through Christ our Lord.
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Introduction to the Lord’s Prayer

St Paul assures us that because we are his children, God has sent the Spirit 
of his Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ With confidence we say

Invitation to the Sign of Peace

Grace to you and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Let us offer each other a sign of peace.

Communion Reflection

For this reason, I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within 
you through the laying on of my hands. For God did not give us a 
spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of 
self-discipline. Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our 
Lord or of me his prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, 
relying on the power of God, who saved us and called us with a holy 
calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose 
and grace. (2 Tim 1:6-10, NRS)

Commentary and Reflections

Commentary

first reading • (Acts 12:1-11). This passage describes the beginning of the 
persecution of the Jerusalem church. The New Testament does distinguish 
all the different Herods it mentions: this one is probably Herod Agrippa, 
son of Herod Antipas to whom, according to Luke 23:7ff, Pilate sent Jesus. 
He was the grandson of Herod the Great, the villain of Matthew’s infancy 
narrative. James, the brother of John, was the son of Zebedee. The arrest 
of Peter, leader of the Twelve, would have thrown the infant church into 
disarray, and so it prays for him ‘unremittingly’: the Greek word ektenos 
means both ‘fervently’ and ‘for a long time’. Peter’s escape from prison 
is miraculous and has something of the suspense of any escape story. 
Even Peter cannot tell whether it is happening in reality or whether it 
is just a dream until he finds himself outside the prison and has walked 
the length of the street before the angel disappears. 

responsorial psalm • (Ps 33 [34]). The psalm takes up the theme of the an-
gelic protection given to Peter. It is an ‘acrostic psalm’, i.e., every verse 
begins with a letter of the Hebrew alphabet in order. This is often a sign 
of having wisdom origins. This Psalm might be said to be ‘an A to Z’ 
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about trusting in God. The first two verses are a call to praise. The fol-
lowing two outline the Lord’s protection for the poor and defenceless, 
including a personal protecting angel for those who take refuge in him. 

second reading • (2 Tim 4:6-8,17-18). The Pastoral Letters to which Sec-
ond Timothy belongs, were either written by Paul late in his life or by a 
member of his circle presenting a final picture of the apostle in old age 
and looking forward after a vigorous missionary career. He recognises 
that time is short but he will offer his life as a libation (a ‘drink offering’ 
that could easily be poured out). All he hopes for now is to receive the 
‘crown of life’. This image is drawn from athletics. Paul has used similar 
images (e.g., the runner in the race, the boxer in training) to convey the 
discipline of Christian life to an audience familiar with this aspect of the 
athletic culture with which it was familiar. ‘The Day’ is Parousia, or glori-
ous coming of the Lord, which Paul contrasts with a more recent day of 
judgement when he stood to give witness for the Gospel and where the 
Lord provided him with the opportunity to witness before unbelievers. 

gospel • (Mt 16:13-19). Caesarea Philippi was situated near the headwaters 
of the river Jordan. The name commemorates both Philip, son of Herod, 
its builder and the Roman Emperor in whose honour it was built. There 
was much speculation of who or what Jesus might really be: the ghost 
of the recently executed John the Baptist? The ancient prophet Elijah 
who, it was believed, would return before the end times (2 Kgs 2:11)? A 
prophet like Jeremiah? Jesus makes the question more pointed for his 
disciples: Who do you say I am? Peter, acting as the spokesman for the 
others, makes the most complete profession of faith: Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of the living God. Jesus praises him, using a typical macarism 
(‘blessed are you’ saying).’ The translation, ‘you are a happy man,’ is 
not quite accurate. Peter is blessed because of his great insight into the 
profound mystery Jesus.

This is the first time in the Gospels that Jesus uses the word ‘church’. 
No purified and renewed Israel emerged in response to the preaching of 
Jesus. What will take its place is a new kind of community, an assembly 
(qahal Hebrew) of the New Israel, the Church. The Greek word used here, 
ekklesia, comes from the verb ‘to call’. The distinctive mark of the Church 
of Jesus is that it is made up of people who respond to proclamation of 
the Kingdom in word and deed. People belonged to Israel by birth and 
race. Converts prepared to undergo circumcision and live by the Law were 
welcome, but they were rare. The community of Jesus will be gathered 
from all lands and make room for everyone, no matter what their origins.

Paul sometimes refers to Simon as Kephas, the Aramaic word for rock, 
close to the name Jesus gave him which was then translated into its Greek 
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equivalent. Peter’s faith will falter: he will even deny the Master. Never-
theless, the powers of evil (‘the gates of the underworld’) will be unable 
to destroy the new community. Jesus symbolically gives Peter the keys 
of the Church. Peter will not replace Jesus as ‘head’ of the community, 
but he will play a leading role in its administration when the Master has 
departed. ‘Binding and loosing’ were words used by Jewish teachers for 
authoritative decisions by leading rabbis, especially on doubtful matters 
of law. When there was a doubt about how laws were to be applied, these 
decisions could be followed because they would be accepted by the court 
of heaven. The full proclamation of Jesus as the Messiah must await his 
resurrection from the dead and the beginning of the Church’s mission. 

Reflections towards a Homily

The leadership role of the Roman Church was accepted by other churches 
early in the history of Christianity. St Ignatius of Antioch, martyred in 
107, referring to the Church of Rome as ‘she who presides at the love 
feast’. He stresses that the unity that binds the Churches together is a 
Eucharistic unity – will they allow members visiting from other places 
to share in their Eucharist and thus accept their belonging with them 
in the ‘faith of the apostles’. 

The Preface of today’s Mass sums up in a few words the place of Peter 
and Paul in the history of the Church: “Peter, foremost in confessing 
the faith, Paul, its outstanding preacher, Peter who established the early 
Church from the remnant of Israel, Paul, master and teacher of the 
gentiles that you call.” 

Paul and Peter were probably quite unalike – Paul the smooth, city-
educated scholar, Peter, the tough fisherman, used to every kind of 
weather but with little by way of education. Both were impulsive, even 
touchy. Paul almost boasts of defying Peter to his face because he believed 
he was in the wrong (Gal 2:11). Peter’s good intentions and sense of 
loyalty got him into a tight spot at the home of the high-priest, but he 
got a sudden terror and he was forced to lie his way out of it (Mt 26:74). 

Different circumstances brought both of them to Rome in the last 
years of their lives, and we know more about Paul’s from his Letter to 
the Romans which was intended to introduce him to a community that 
might have heard unfavourable reports about him. No account of their 
deaths has made its way into the New Testament. According to reliable 
tradition, both suffered martyrdom in Rome within a few years of each 
other. Peter died during the persecution unleashed by the emperor Nero 
in 64. According to the Roman historian, Seutonius, Nero was blamed 
in the popular mind for starting the great fire that destroyed much of 
the city, but he ‘fastened the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite tor-
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tures on a class hated for their abominations, called Christians.’ Paul 
was executed some years later in 67. Preaching for the feast about 395, 
St Augustine says: ‘Both apostles share the same feast day, for these two 
were one; and even though they suffered on different days, they were 
as one. Peter went first, and Paul followed. And so we celebrate this day 
made holy for us by the apostles’ blood.’

The burial place of Peter beneath the altar of the Vatican Basilica had 
long been accepted. During the Second World War archaeological exca-
vations proved that there had been a cemetery there, and an inscription 
found in 1968 confirmed that it was indeed the burial place of Peter. In 
December 2006, it was announced archaeologists had discovered white 
marble tomb beneath the altar of the Basilica of St Paul on the other side 
of the city, probably indicating that this was the apostle’s tomb. 



Weekdays

Fifth Week of Lent
1-4 April 2020 • Catherine Punch Cousins

Wednesday of Fifth Week of Lent

first reading • (Dan 3:14-20.24-25.28). The three companions of Daniel – 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego – pass the ultimate test of loyalty to 
the Lord by forsaking the gods and golden idol of Nebuchadnezzar, the 
king, the one wielding political power. Whether God came to their aid 
or not, they would not forsake his commandments despite the human 
king’s threats. Nebuchadnezzar commends their perseverance, recognis-
ing that they preferred death over any wrongdoing against their God. 
In this day and age, when it seems as if there is an increasing hostility 
towards those of a different faith or nationality, how do we react if we 
are the ones who experience this hostility/violence/intolerance?

gospel • (Jn 8:31-42). This passage, if taken out of context, can be used 
to fuel anti-Semitism. It reflects an ongoing polemical struggle between 
John’s community and the Jewish authorities, which will explain the 
often strong language of opposition that appears in the text. During 
Lent, we are called to re-evaluate our lives, to repent, that is to come to 
a change of mind and heart lived out in our thoughts and actions anew. 
Lent can be a time of great healing of past hurts, be they hurts done to 
us or hurts we inflicted on others. When read within its narrative con-
text, this gospel has the power to challenge the past, heal the present, 
and restore faith in creating the best version of humanity for the future 
by how we relate to one another, particularly our so-called adversaries. 

Thursday of Fifth Week of Lent

first reading • (Gen 17:3-9). Abram’s name change to Abraham, signifies 
God’s promises. Keywords here are covenant, fruitfulness, descendants, 
land, everlasting as describing the relationship between God and Abra-
ham, and God, Abraham, and Abraham’s descendants. This reading 
establishes everlasting ties to God, Abraham, family, and the land as 
a valuable way of living one’s life. In today’s world, where disposable 
culture is slowly but surely beginning to be challenged, is it possible to 
remind ourselves of the true values in life, that are our connections to our 
family, friends, nation, the earth, a global community, and faith in God?

gospel • (Jn 8:51-59). This passage ends with the Jews picking up stones to 
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throw at Jesus, and in turn, he hides and subsequently leaves the Temple 
area (v. 59). This is quite potent imagery and understandably one might 
wonder, what specifically might cause such a reaction to Jesus’ words? 
They have him as claiming to have been before Abraham, implying that 
he is greater than the father of their nation and faith. Secondly, Jesus uses 
the word ‘I am’ which signify the divine name YHWH, recalling how God 
revealed that name to Moses. Jesus makes the claim that ‘my Father’ is 
the one the Jews call ‘our God’ (Jn 8:54).

Lent challenges us not only to reflect on ourselves but also ourselves 
in relation to God and others; it offers a period in which to pause, be 
silent, reflect on our understanding of God, and our relationship with 
him and then go out and engage with others dependent on this period 
of reflection. How might our interactions look: polemical or positive?

Friday of Fifth Week of Lent

first reading • (Jer 20:10-13). The immediate context of this passage is 
Jeremiah accusing the Lord of seducing or deceiving him. Jeremiah is 
derided by his so-called friends as they await his downfall and seek to 
bring him down. His lament becomes his shield against his enemies: ‘But 
the Lord is at my side, a mighty hero’. The Lord will avenge Jeremiah, 
he will deliver justice on his behalf and bring down Jeremiah’s foes, 
for Jeremiah has been committed to the cause of the Lord (v. 13). He 
is confident that the Lord will guard him against those who persecute 
him. When we are mocked, experience violence, are persecuted; how 
confident are we in the Lord that he will be our shield?

gospel • (Jn 10:31-42). Today we hear another example of how the Jews 
attempt to stone Jesus but here we are given an explicit reason for this. 
They accuse him of blasphemy: ‘you are only a man and you claim to be 
God’. We also see an attempt by the Jews to arrest him, but he escapes 
them. Jesus emphasises how his adversaries need to focus on his works 
because it is the work of his Father.

This Lent, perhaps we can find some time to reflect on the following 
questions: How do I respond to someone when they have a radically 
different perception of God to me? Do I defend myself hastily or does it 
provide me with a moment of pause to see another side of God? Finally, 
do I rush to chastise the other person and say they are wrong, or do I 
see it an opportunity to enter into fruitful (hopefully) conversation with 
another point of view? The journey of faith is not always an easy path, 
particularly when walking among dissenting voices, but it can pave way 
to a life sustained in events of true joy. 
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Saturday of Fifth Week of Lent

first reading • (Ezek 37:21-28). We hear Ezekiel proclaim the Lord’s word 
concerning his future activity on behalf of the people of Israel. His plan 
is to restore them from their places of exile and gather them once again 
to their homeland: they will be one nation, in his land, with one king. 
This is the language of covenant, for the Lord made a promise that his 
covenant with his people would be an everlasting covenant: he will be 
their God, they will be his people. The people of Israel will no longer 
consist of two nations: Judah (southern kingdom) and Joseph/Ephraim 
(northern kingdom) but be one kingdom united under one monarchy 
(Ezek 37:19.22), with David as their king and shepherd (v. 24).

Ezekiel reminds us that the Lord remains steadfast and asks that we 
do the same in our relationship with him and one another. Do we find 
the Lord at home with us; both as individuals and as a community? 

gospel • (Jn 11:45-56). We hear of the plan to kill Jesus that follows on 
the raising of Lazarus. There is a ruthlessness in the phrase uttered by 
Caiaphas, the high priest that year, ‘that it is better for one man to die for 
the people, than for the whole nation to be destroyed.’ The dialogue in 
the Sanhedrin reflects a sense of panic, promntped by fear that Jesus he 
gathers even more followers, there is potential for political upheaval that 
will have wider religious implications. The Romans can seize their land 
and disrupt their nation, even the physical space of the temple, where 
God dwells on earth. But Jesus’ death will gather as one, the scattered 
children of God (v. 52; Jews in the Diaspora and the Gentiles).

Made in the image and likeness of God (Gen 1:27), we too can be 
temples of the living God and communicate this aspect of ourselves 
to others rather than bow to opposition. This is easier said than done, 
but Lent affords us the occasion to stop and reflect (perhaps having 
abstained from social media and transforming our negative thoughts 
to positivity) that we too are valuable and loved by God, increasing our 
sense of self-worth.

Holy Week
6-8 April 2020 • Catherine Punch Cousins

Monday of Holy Week

first reading • (Isa 42:1-7). Anticipation is building: Holy Week has begun. 
We hear of the chosen one in whom the Lord delights (v. 1). Hope and 
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positivity springs from this reading for it speaks of life and light (vv. 1.5. 
6.7.9). The Lord God will establish and maintain true justice on earth 
by his chosen representative (vv. 1.3.4.6). The Lord calls on his people 
to live justice as their very purpose, to be a light for the nations (v. 6). 
There is an air of expectation here: freedom, transformation, and joy are 
bound up in the prophet’s proclamation, announcing the activity and 
power of the Lord who will act for his people by bringing them out of 
captivity to a land filled with hope and possibilities anew.

We are called, like the people to whom Isaiah speaks, to true freedom 
and transformation, to become vessels of the Lord’s justice in our own 
nation but extending outwards to all the nations. 

gospel • (Jn 12:1-11). In this famous scene, we have the anointing of Jesus 
by Mary at Bethany in the home of Lazarus, Mary, and Martha. Judas, 
characterised as a disciple and the betrayer of Jesus, is not concerned for 
real with the poor; we hear that he is a thief, stealing from the common 
purse. Mary’s act of anointing Jesus’ feet is both an opportunity to show 
hospitality, e and as Jesus is progressing towards his death, he acknowl-
edges that she can keep the oil for the day of his burial. Her act is one of 
hospitality, love, and compassion in contrast to Judas’ words of greed. She 
is true examples of discipleship in this passage and the characterisation 
of Judas shows how not to be a disciple of Jesus. The ultimate example 
of discipleship is to embrace the one on the extended margins of society, 
including the one persecuted to the point of death. 

Tuesday of Holy Week

first reading • (Isa 49:1-6). Isaiah speaks about the restoration of Israel and 
its mission to be a light to the nations. It is not simply that the people 
shall return to their former state before the fall of the Jerusalem but rather 
that God’s power will see them, wholly transformed to the point that 
they show forth the glory of the Lord to those surrounding them. This 
reading is a reading of hope for those feeling isolated, despairing, lacking 
any sense of purpose in life, those who feel alone even when surrounded 
by others, those who feel that they are in exile. The American writer Og 
Mandino wrote: ‘I will love the light for it shows me the way, yet I will 
endure the darkness because it shows me the stars.’ 

gospel • (Jn 13:21-33,36-38). Can you imagine particpating in this meal? 
How would you respond to Jesus’ words, ‘one of you will betray me’? How 
would you react to his new commandment to ‘love one another?’ It is 
quite easy to think, ‘I wouldn’t betray Jesus’ or ‘Of course, I would love 
everyone so that all would know I am disciple of Jesus.’ It is much more 
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difficult, perhaps uncomfortable, for us to stop and think ‘but what if 
that wasn’t the case?’ Each one of us has moments of weakness where we 
do not live up to our fullest potential in our dealings with one another. 
Peter’s strong words remind us to be as committed in our discipleship as 
he was, yet, on a deeper level, Jesus’ words encourage us that we are to 
follow our commitment by our lives, both our words and actions. This 
reading allows us to sit with the drama unfolding in this passage and to 
question the core of ourselves: where are we in this scene?

Wednesday of Holy Week

first reading • (Isa 50:4-9). The servant experiences suffering – beatings, 
insult, spitting. Yet there is a strength and hope that he is untouchable 
because it is ‘the Lord [who] comes to my help’ and the Lord as ‘my vin-
dicator is here at hand.’ The lyrics of a song called ‘I Know Who Holds 
Tomorrow’ similarly express hope in times of difficulties, uncertainties, 
and struggles in one’s life. The overall sense of the song is that through 
the uncertainties of what tomorrow might bring or what life holds in 
store for us, we can remain grounded in our faith that we know who 
holds our hand. Such is the confidence of the servant in the power of his 
Lord that he repeatedly declares that the Lord is his help and vindicator.

When we have times of oscillating feelings of hope and brokenness, 
to whom do we call and who comes to our aid? Where do we discover 
God in our life today, to find our faith afresh, and re-discover we can 
place our trust in him, when all seems to be disintegrating? 

gospel • (Mt 26:14-25). In this scene, we have the familiar image of Judas 
Iscariot as the one who actively seeks out an opportunity to betray Je-
sus for thirty pieces of silver (vv. 14-16). Today is sometimes called Spy 
Wednesday. The Gospel reading also depicts a concern for the preparation 
for the Passover Feast. Jesus shares a meal with his disciples and they are 
distressed at the notion that one of them will betray their Lord. Judas is 
singled out as saying, ‘Not I, Rabbi, surely?’

In our most vulnerable moments, when we feel lost, hopeless, cast 
aside, abandoned, angered, scared, frail, and utterly alone, we can iden-
tify with this Gospel’s image: that Jesus shares his meal with the ones 
who abandon him offers us hope that despite human failings, we too 
can find a way to embrace those who do us wrong when we are at our 
lowest ebb in life.

WEEKDAYS • HOLY WEEK
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Octave of Easter
13-18 April 2020 • Catherine Punch Cousins

Easter Monday

first reading • (Acts 2:14.22-33). Peter’s speech on the day of Pentecost is 
grounded in the belief that God raised Jesus to life and they are witnesses 
to this testimony. The community of believers today (like the early believ-
ers did then) are called to remember God’s promises to David, to his Son, 
Jesus, and to trust and remain confident that God has made this same 
promise to each one of us, that although we will die to this earthly life, 
we will not be left to perish. Rather, by the power of God, in the name 
of Jesus, having lived lives empowered by the Holy Spirit, that we too 
shall be raised to new life. It is the life of the resurrection which remains 
our hope as we live through the joys and challenges of our life on earth.

gospel • (Mt 28:8-15). We hear of different reactions to the news that 
Jesus has been raised from the dead. The women are filled with awe and 
great joy, and quickly leave the tomb to tell the disciples. When they 
encounter Jesus along the way, they prostrate before him and clasp his 
feet. He gives them a mission to announce to his brothers that they are 
to go Galilee and he will meet them there. We also hear of the reaction 
of the guards. They are bribed to thwart the unfolding testimony of the 
women. Who would we believe: the women who arrive at the tomb or 
the guard keeping vigil?

When our faith has its weaker moments, we can still say: ‘This is okay! 
Though my faith may be weaker today, I believe in the power of God, 
that can act to strength my resolve, that I can become stronger again.’ 
During this Easter week, we are reminded that God does not allow us to 
remain in death but calls on us, even during moments of doubt, to trust 
in him, and he will raise us to this light of life, the resurrection. Do we 
challenge ourselves during our weaker moments to question healthily 
what is it precisely that we profess as a community of believers?

Easter Tuesday

first reading • (Acts 2:36-41). When the crowd asks what they are to do, 
Peter proclaims that they are to repent and be baptised in the name of 
Jesus. The boldness of Peter’s proclamation is the power of God active 
for all people, both Israel and the Gentiles. The number 3000 signifies 
the open possibilities that present themselves when one can engage in 
conversation with another when discussing the activity of God and the 
implications of that activity for our lives. Are we open to hearing and 
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seeing the activity of God in our lives, even if it is means having con-
servations with people with whom we hold fundamental differences in 
terms of faith and life perspectives? Do we believe that God is at work 
in these encounters? Do we trust in the gift of the Holy Spirit to make 
these encounters fruitful?

gospel • (Jn 20:11-18). A striking feature here is the power of the name. 
Only when Jesus calls her name, ‘Mary!’ does she recognise him and 
address him as ‘Rabbouni’ (v. 16). She is commissioned to tell the dis-
ciples about Jesus’ ascension to his Father and their Father, his God and 
their God. In a patriarchal society, Jesus has given Mary, a woman, the 
honour of a commissioning, which earns her the title of ‘apostle to the 
apostles’. She goes from being a woman grieving to becoming the one 
who announces, ‘I have seen the Lord’ (v. 18).

Does our faith in the resurrection of Jesus, our personal encounters 
with God and Jesus, inspire us to go out and encounter both friend and 
foe alike? Do we recognise ourselves as people commissioned to go out 
and announce the good news of God? 

Easter Wednesday

first reading • (Acts 3:1-10). The crippled man hopes to receive something 
from Peter and John. Yet, the mercy he will receive is quite different to 
the almsgiving he expects. For Peter and the lame man, true power lies 
not in wealth but in the power of Jesus’ name. In our contemporary 
world, it might seem that true power lies in social media but where do 
we see and place true power? Is it with God and Jesus? The power of the 
resurrection and faith? Ourselves? Money? Social Media? If we were in 
this situation, how might we have responded to Peter’s command? For 
the lame man, something anew has broken into his daily routine.

Would we have permitted the same to happen to us? Do we say yes 
to the mercy of God surprising us today?

gospel • (Lk 24:13-35). How can we hear this scene – familiar to us from 
the Gospel, and through great works of art – anew? What do we appreci-
ate about this passage that we would miss had we never heard it at all? Is 
it pondering the explanation of Jesus interpreting all the Scriptures that 
demands your attention? Is it the meal when their eyes were opened so 
that they recognised him that leaves you in wonder and amazement? Per-
haps, for today, it might be the seemingly unusual aspect that, although 
the disciples arrive at their destination, they expect their companion 
to go on farther. They extend an invitation and insist that he stay with 
them. For this act of generosity they are rewarded with the recognition of 
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Jesus at the breaking of bread. A seemingly innocent offer of hospitality 
opens for them a whole new dimension of their faith.

Do we allow our ordinary routine acts to become occasions wherein 
the extraordinary reveals itself to us and others around us? 

Easter Thursday

first reading • (Acts 3:11-26). The crowd appear to be amazed, thinking 
that Peter and the apostles are performing these acts of healing of their 
own accord. Peter announces that is the God of Israel, that is the God 
of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob. their ancestors, who is the God of Jesus and 
their God who has this power. It is the God of Israel who is acting anew 
in the resurrection of Jesus from the dead, and that he is blessing those 
who believe in him. In this act of belief, there are new opportunities for 
the outpouring of the Spirit to overflow into the lives of believers and 
new opportunities for further healing.

Do we allow these opportunities and endless possibilities of newness 
to occur in our lives?

gospel • (Lk 24:35-49). Jesus invites the disciples to look, touch, and see 
his hands and feet, feeling his flesh and bones to show he is not a ghostly 
figure (vv. 39-40). The disciples rejoice at their encounter, they are also 
startled, terrified, amazed, and troubled. It seems that the reality of the 
resurrection takes some adjustment. Just as the resurrected Jesus takes 
the time to open the disciples’ minds to understand the Scriptures, we 
are reminded of the same hope of our bodies being resurrected. 

In times of doubt or fear, whether it be wondering if this awaits us 
or if we will recognise others who have gone before us when it is our 
time to die, today’s Gospel both challenges and comforts us. Although 
we are not certain what we will look like when that time arrives. we can 
be confident and trust that God will raise us to new life, like he did the 
Christ, and we will be able to recognise one another as the family of God.

Easter Friday

first reading • (Acts 4:1-12). The increasing number of believers is creating 
further tensions between the apostles and the religious authorities. More 
specifically, it is the proclamation of the resurrection of Jesus that is the 
crux of the matter. The Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection. In 
the Sanhedrin meeting, one party believes in resurrection (Pharisees) and 
the other (Sadducees) does not. Before the Sanhedrin, it is Peter, filled 
with the Holy Spirit, who boldly proclaims that ‘there is no salvation 
through anyone else’ and it is only through the name of Jesus that we are 
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saved , as shown in God’s saving activity of raising Jesus from the dead. 

gospel • (Jn 21:1-14). Having been on the boat all night, the disciples 
have not caught any fish, yet they respond to the stranger’s suggestion, 
to cast their nets again. They are caught-off guard when they catch so 
much fish. Do we find ourselves not hearing and recognising the voice 
of Jesus in our lives? If we were on the boat, tired, hungry, and possibly 
fed-up, would we have so readily followed his command, especially if 
we thought it was a stranger? How might you have reacted to the words 
‘It is the Lord?’ While this line of questioning the text might entertain 
a certain element of speculation, it reminds us of the humanity of the 
disciples and how each one of us has weaknesses. Would we be any dif-
ferent really? This might allow us to enter a stage(s) of deeper reflection(s) 
on the characterisations of the disciples and of Jesus in this text but also 
to reflect more widely on the characterisation of God, and what these 
deeper reflections might say about God’s encounters with humanity and 
whom he chooses to represent him.

Easter Saturday

first reading • (Acts 4:13-21). We hear the Sanhedrin’s response to Peter’s 
claim to teach the people and heal by God’s authority and not some 
human authority. They command Peter and John to stop God’s work 
of proclaiming and doing deeds in the name of Jesus. In the face of 
religious opposition, do we stand by our beliefs respectfully, or are we 
afraid and succumb to public pressure? Do we give glory to God when 
we see good events happening in the life of the community? How might 
you have reacted, if you stood in the place of Peter and John before the 
Sanhedrin meeting? 

gospel • (Mk 16:9-15). This text is often known as the ‘longer ending of 
Mark’ because this Gospel is thought to have originally ended with the 
women’s silence: ‘They said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid’ 
(16:8). Biblical scholar Marie Noonan Sabin notes that the Greek word, 
‘fear’, can also be translated as ‘awe’ or ‘ecstasy’. If ithe Gospel ended 
with the women saying nothing because they were in ecstasy or awe 
at the resurrection of Jesus, how might this positive portrayal of the 
women’s response be interpreted in light of the male disciples’ apparent 
foolishness/failure?

This longer ending of Mark’s Gospel depicts Jesus’ companions not 
believing the women but Jesus appears to two of them. The rest of the 
eleven do not believe these two either. Jesus rebukes them for their 
unbelief in his other resurrection appearances. The disciples are still 
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commissioned to go out to the whole world, proclaiming the good news.
Do we have faith in the resurrection and the good news despite not 

seeing Jesus during his lifetime and post-resurrection appearances? How 
has hearing the good news influenced your life and affected you when 
meeting other people?

Second Week of Easter
20-25 April 2020 • Aisling English

Monday of Second Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 4:23 -31). We are loved into existence by the Creator 
for himself, not for the world. No darkness in our lives or in the world 
will extinguish the light of eternal life which emanates from this love. 
Trust in God emboldens us with the strength of the Holy Spirit against 
all worldly powers, so that we can see all political animosities, war and 
unholy alliances as futile next to God who can transform any adversity 
into a positive step towards the Kingdom of Heaven.

gospel • (Jn 3:1-8). Having faith makes us see things differently. Nicodemus 
steps from the obscurity of darkness at night towards the Light, who is 
Jesus. Jesus recognises the incompleteness of Nicodemus’ declaration of 
faith and challenges him. Only complete re-birth in the Spirit can bring 
the Kingdom of God into focus in our lives. Nicodemus has already 
seen the Kingdom of God in the person of Jesus, but his understanding 
is limited. He remains in partial darkness before the Light of the World. 

Tuesday of Second Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 4:32-37). It is sometimes difficult to focus on God 
when we get caught up in the immediacy of our everyday lives. Work, 
family, friends and hobbies are all we need to keep our minds occupied 
and our souls distracted. The death of Jesus offers us a new life, sharing 
rather than possessing, and offering encouragement.

gospel • (Jn 3:7-15). Jesus reminds us that we are not created for the world, 
but for God alone. Easter is the perfect time to sharpen our focus on our 
relationship with God. This relationship may sometimes mean suffering 
and persecution. He likens this belonging to the relationship between 
servant and master, but the master Jesus speaks of, administers in love 
and not fear so that we who listen and follow him may know ‘the one 
who sent [him]’. 
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Wednesday of Second Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 5:17-26). The angel provides the blueprint for an 
authentic Christian faith. It requires action, not lip-service – he invited 
the disciples to stand in the Temple, thus making themselves visible 
and vulnerable, He also invites them to tell people ‘all about this new 
life’. This is what we too are called to do as believers in the Resurrection. 

gospel • (Jn 3:16-21). Jesus continues to inform the emerging faith of 
Nicodemus who came to Jesus in the darkness of night. Jesus encour-
ages him to live and act in the light so that God can be seen by others 
in all his actions. This would have been difficult for Nicodemus to be 
seen to do as a Pharisee. As Jesus is the Light of the World, we are also 
encouraged to live a life that prefers light and truth so that, through us, 
the world might be saved. 

Thursday of Second Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 5:27-33). Peter and the apostles respond appropriately 
to the reception of the Good News of Easter, that Jesus died and was 
raised from the dead – they ‘filled’ Jerusalem with their teaching. When 
the status quo of power and politics is threatened in this life, it reacts 
with violence and infuriation. But as Peter and the apostles proclaim, 
obedience to God comes before obedience to men. We ought to act as 
witnesses and fearless preachers, filled with the Holy Spirit.

gospel • (Jn 3:31-36). Through our Baptism, we are born of the Spirit and 
we die with Christ. John the Baptist reminds us that though we may feel 
our efforts to bear witness to God are futile, God continues to give the 
Spirit without reserve to those who believe that Jesus has eternal life. 
Through the waters of Baptism and the blood of Christ which washes 
over us, our faith secures eternal life. God has entrusted us, as his crea-
tion, to Jesus who is life.

Friday of Second Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 5:34-42). Praying the creed as a re-commitment of 
our faith establishes the Passion of Christ as the source of our re-birth. 
This is the re-birth that Jesus explained to Nicodemus as a pre-requisite 
for encountering the Kingdom of God and why Paul says that he was 
born when no one expected it. The creed is a summary of the Gospel, 
the Good News of our salvation. It is by pondering the Passion, cross 
and resurrection of Jesus that reveals to us everything we need to know 
about God’s self-manifestation to us on earth. 

WEEKDAYS • SECOND WEEK OF EASTER
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gospel • (Jn 6:1-15). Jesus says that whoever sees him sees the Father. Today 
he expresses his love and care for those who trust him. He empowers us 
and provides everything for us. When we act and speak in a truly Chris-
tian manner, God becomes visible in us to others. We must also look 
for him in others. As with all the prophets, it is God himself who works 
through us, so that we can sing with Mary: ‘My soul magnifies the Lord’.

Saturday, 25 April: Saint Mark, evangelist (BMcC)

Marcus was a common name in the Roman, Hellenistic world. There are 
several Marks mentioned in the New Testament. John Mark was the son 
of a woman called Mary, whose home was a meeting place for the early 
community in Jerusalem (Acts 12:12): he later accompanied his uncle 
Barnabbas and Paul on their first missionary journey (Acts 15). Paul men-
tions a Mark his companions in his later letters (Colossians, 2 Timothy 
and Philemon). The first Letter of Peter mentions ‘my son Mark’, who 
is with the writer in Rome. If this was the place of composition of the 
Gospel of Mark, then the letter, despite its lateness, may preserve a genu-
ine tradition about the relationship between Peter and Mark. Whoever 
Mark was, we give thanks for the Gospel we wrote that sets the story of 
Jesus so vividly before us. 

Saturday of Second Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 6: 1-7). As more and more come to accept the resur-
rection of Jesus and are baptised, the Christian community experiences 
growing pains. Tensions between groups of diferent backgrounds seem 
to be part of human life. Guided by the Spirit and led by the apostles, 
the emerging Church finds a creative way to cope.

gospel • (Jn 6:16-21). Jesus takes a dim view of the powers that rule in 
this life. Those who thirst for power for their own glorification have no 
place in the Kingdom of Heaven. Surrendering to the Holy Spirit who 
will direct our thought, word and action leads to salvation. Jesus warns 
that this path is most difficult. The power craved for in this world is so 
toxic that it divides the very fabric of our society. Indeed for Jesus, it lead 
to death on the cross.
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Third Week of Easter
27 April – 2 May 2020 • Aisling English

Monday of Third Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 6:8-15). Stephen’s steadfast faith seems to change him 
from the inside out. He is described as having wisdom so great that no 
one can get the better of him in a debate. Outwardly, even those who 
did not want to listen to him and who opposed him, thought that he 
looked like an angel. We too are re-created more and more into the im-
age and likeness of God as we immerse ourselves more deeply into a life 
of faith and service to God. 

gospel • (Jn 6:22-29). Jesus does not perform miracles to glorify himself 
but uses them as signposts to point to ‘the one’ God has sent, so that 
those who believe in him can be nourished by him. Jesus’ identity is so 
closely bound to the Father’s that God has set his seal on him. But Jesus 
understands our weakness and neediness and he encourages us to lift 
our eyes and focus on the signs that lead us to eternal life.

Tuesday of Third Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 7:51–8:1). When our hearts are not open to receiving 
God, we become stubborn and unable to hear truth. The people, elders 
and scribes refused to listen to the image that Stephen saw of Heaven 
because they thought it was blasphemy and killed Stephen for it. Still 
today it is difficult for believers to express any faith-oriented thoughts or 
actions as the world continues to resist the Holy Spirit and stop its ears. 
Like Stephen we must pray if we find ourselves suffering for the sake of 
the truth of the Gospel.

gospel • (Jn 6:35-40). Jesus reveals that it is the Father who provides eve-
rything for us. Jesus presents himself as nourishment, and a foretaste of 
the Eucharist. In receiving the Body and Blood of Christ in the Eucharist, 
we encounter another miracle performed by God and are provided with 
nourishment that is eternal.

Wednesday, 29 April: St Catherine of Siena, patron of Europe 

Although practically illiterate, Catherine is one of the four women doc-
tors of the Church – the others are Teresa of Avila, Therese of Lisieux, and 
Hildegard of Bingen. She dictated her letters and teachings to her follow-
ers. As a lay Dominican, she lived in her family home, not in the cloister. 
With more than 20 members of her bella brigata or ‘beautiful brigade’ of 
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young followers she went to Avignon to plead with the ‘sweet Christ on 
earth’ as she called the pope, to return to his diocese in Rome. St Paul VI 
declared her to be a doctor of the church in 1970, so this is the fiftieth 
anniversary of her doctorate. John Paul II declared her co-patroness of 
Europe: ‘so that the Old World would never forget its Christian roots that 
are at the base of its journey and continue to draw from the Gospel the 
fundamental values that ensure justice and concord.’ (BMcC)

Wednesday of Third Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 8:1-8). It seems at times that not much has changed 
since the time of the Apostles and of persecution. In our modern times, 
the ethics we hold dear are being attacked and effaced. Today’s reading 
reminds us that uniting in faith, can still bring about the destruction of 
unclean spirits and great miracles that signal the constant presence of 
Christ in the Church. Even Saul, who led the Church’s persecution at 
that time, would later become her greatest preacher.

gospel • (Jn 6:35-40). The mission that the Father has given Jesus is the 
same one with which we are entrusted as brothers and sisters in Christ – 
to do the will of the Father. With eyes of faith, even the most mundane 
things and difficult situations can often reveal God. And as we seek 
below, we can be guaranteed that Christ will raise us too on the last day.

Thursday of Third Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 8:26-40). The prophets speak of their own time and 
also point towards Jesus’ mission, suffering, death and resurrection. The 
same is experienced in our own Baptism too. It is a personal encounter 
with Christ, but it is also communal and links us to a past and future 
community of faith. In Baptism, we are re-created in the Jesus who 
promised that he would make all things new.

gospel • (Jn 6:44-51). In receiving the Eucharist, we become part of the 
only One who has seen the Father. We are united to heaven and to the 
eternity that heaven promises so that, in this simple act of participation 
in the Eucharist, we receive eternal life. This is why the Church places 
the Eucharist in the centre of our expressions of faith.

Friday of Third Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 9:1-20). Jesus’ words to Saul signal his inseparability 
from the Church. Although Jesus had died and was risen, he still felt Saul’s 
brutal persecution of the Church as a personal persecution of himself 
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– ‘why are you persecuting me’. It is when Saul is blind that he begins 
to really see Jesus, so that when he receives his sight he is immediately 
baptised. So it is with us that sometimes: when we are in the darkest of 
places in our lives we begin to see what is truly important

gospel • (Jn 6: 52-59). Jesus stresses the intimacy of becoming one body 
with the Son of Mans. At the Eucharist, we receive the body and blood 
of Jesus into our bodies so that we are sustained by him. Jesus does not 
want any separation between us. In receiving the Eucharist, we draw life 
from Jesus into our own souls and Jesus, who was risen to eternal life, gifts 
that same eternal life to those who identify with him in the Eucharist.

friday, 1 may: st joseph the worker • In 1955, Pope Pius XII instituted the 
celebration of St Joseph the Worker on this day as May Day had become 
a traditional day of socialist celebration for workers and trade unions. 
Pope Francis reminded us in his inauguration homily, on the feast of St 
Joseph:. ‘He can look at things realistically, he is in touch with his sur-
roundings, he can make truly wise decisions. In him, dear friends, we 
learn how to respond to God’s call, readily and willingly, but we also 
see the core of the Christian vocation, which is Christ! Let us protect 
Christ in our lives, so that we can protect others, so that we can protect 
creation!’ (BMcC)

Saturday of Third Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 9:31-42). The greatest gift that the Lord gives is life; 
and his disciple, Tabitha, is risen by God through Peter, a reminder of 
the resurrection and the hope and promise that come with it. This week, 
we are reminded that the joy of the Resurrection is not over. Every day 
we can experience moments of resurrection and hope if we are attentive 
enough to recognise them. Tabitha’s return to life prompted many to 
believe because Peter showed her to them. When we share our moments 
of resurrection with others, we pray that we can bring others to faith too.

gospel • (Jn 6:60-69). Although we can experience difficult moments in 
our faith, Simon Peter correctly asks, ‘Lord, who shall we go to?’ What 
is the alternative if we live a life devoid of the promises of the Resurrec-
tion? In every life there are difficulties, but when we unite these to the 
suffering of Christ, we are giving meaning to all that happens to us and 
we surrender to the spirit and life that Jesus offers.

saturday, 2 may: st athanasius • Born in Alexandria, Egypt, Athanasius was 
caught for much of his life in the struggle between the Church and 
the Arian heresy that denied the divine nature of Christ. He had been 
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elected patriarch by popular acclaim while still in his early thirties. Dur-
ing his 45-year-long episcopate, he was exiled five times. He defended 
the orthodox faith in his numerous writings. For Athanasius, the truth 
of Gospel could be summed up in a simple sentence: ‘the Son of God 
became man so that we might become God.’ We remember today our 
brothers and sisters of the Coptic Church of Egypt that still is alive but 
which has lived in hard times recently. (BMcC)

Fourth Week of Easter
4-9 May 2020 • John Clark

Monday of Fourth Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 11:1-18). News of a missionary outreach to Gentiles 
probably took most of the early community by surprise. On his return 
to Jerusalem, Peter offers a defence of his decision to welcome Cornelius 
and his household into the Church. Even today, outreach to unlikely 
new disciples can meet resistance on the grounds of gender, social or 
racial status. Repentance and life in the Spirit are gifts of God to which 
human prejudice can set no limits or expectations. 

gospel • (Jn 10:1-10). Jesus took up the ancient biblical imagery of the 
shepherd to describe his own mission. Just as Ezekiel described a new 
David who would be the ideal shepherd of Israel after the Exile, Jesus 
will bring the people of the new covenant into the fullness of life. He is 
radically different from the false shepherds, the religious elite of his time 
who do not have the best interests of the flock in mind. As members of 
the flock, we must listen carefully to the voice of the Lord. Those with 
responsibility must imitate the model given by the Good Shepherd.

Tuesday of Fourth Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 11:19-26). Persecution has, throughout the Christian 
story, been closely allied to mission. The first persecution of the Jerusa-
lem Church leads to missions as far away as Cyprus and Antioch. These 
new communities thrive and, in turn, become new centres of mission 
for the community that is taking on a distinctive profile as ‘Christians’. 

gospel • (Jn 10:22-30). We have imperceptibly moved from the autumn 
feast of Tabernacles to the minor feast of Dedication, celebrated at the 
height of mid-winter. Here again, Jesus’ authority is challenged, and his 
opponents demand a clear statement of his identity. He again uses the 
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image of the good shepherd as a marker of his messianic identity and 
affirms his unity with the Father. 

Wednesday of Fourth Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 12:24-13:5. Barnabas and Saul had been delegated to 
bring a collection for relief during a famine that struck the Jerusalem 
community, a reminder that, in addition to martyrdom and mission, 
the early community was committed to sharing goods for the relief of 
poverty. Back in Antioch, another dimension of the community’s mis-
sion appears with the commissioning of Saul and Barnabas under the 
guidance of the Spirit. Prayer and fasting continue to be ways in which 
we can discern the workings of the Spirit in our life.

gospel • (Jn 12:44-50). The gospel of John contains seven great I AM say-
ings in which Jesus points towards the reality of his person and mission 
as Bread, Light, Gate, Shepherd, Resurrection and Life, Vine and the 
Way, the Truth and the Life. Here he speaks of himself again as the light 
which has come into the world who will enlighten those who believe 
in him. To reject the message is to pass judgement on ourselves. We are 
invited, as we encounter the Lord in his Gospel, to recognise him as the 
light and to allow it to shine through us for the enlightenment of others.

Thursday of Fourth Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 13:13-25). Paul’s first missionary journey takes them 
from the island of Cyprus to Perga in south-western Turkey to Antioch 
in Pisidia, more than a hundred miles further inland. The starting point 
of the missions of Paul and Barnabas was usually in the synagogue to 
give Israel the opportunity to have the revelation it had received through 
history to the saving hand and acts of God from the time of the slavery in 
Egypt to the Risen Jesus who is the fulfilment of God’s promise to David. 

gospel • (Jn 13:16-20). Today we come to the long farewell discourse (Jn 
13–17) which will be the source from which our daily readings will be 
drawn for the rest of the Easter season. Today’ reading highlights Jesus’ 
divinity and his foreknowledge of the betrayal that was to come. We wel-
come Jesus into our lives by welcoming those he sends to us as teachers 
and guides. The Gospel invites us to live in a manner that is open and 
welcoming to the presence of the Lord.

Friday of Fourth Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 13:26-33). Today’s reading continues Paul’s sermon 
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in the synagogue of Pisidia and shows how the death of Jesus was not 
a tragic accident but the fulfilment of God’s promise in the Scriptures. 
The climax is the proclamation of Jesus’ resurrection and statement of 
the witness of those to whom the risen Jesus has appeared. 

gospel • (Jn 14:1-6). Although this is a meal of farewell to the earthly Jesus, 
it is not a time for sorrow but for preparing to walk in a new dimension of 
discipleship. Thomas’s question probably reflects the confusion of other 
disciples as well as his own. Jesus alone is the way to the Father, and he 
invites us to walk that way with trust and confidence. 

Saturday of Fourth Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 13:44-52). Paul’s preaching meets with opposition 
from some within the synagogue and they turn to Gentile sympathisers 
and appeal to them. The community leaders were probably anxious to 
protect the good standing of their own community and appeal to their 
supporters among ‘the devout women of high standing and the leading 
men of the city’ (13:50 NRS.). The disciples symbolically shake the dust 
from their feet as they depart for Iconium, a new stage on their mission 
to bring God’s word to the ends of the earth. 

gospel • (Jn 14:7-14). Jesus promises that those who believe in him will, 
through God’s power, perform the same works as he did, even greater. 
Knowing Jesus is knowing the Father. As we listen and re-read today’s 
gospel, we can reflect on how well we know the Lord and what works 
we perform in his service, and also on what we dare to ask in his name.

Fifth Week of Easter
11-16 May 2020 • John Clark

Monday of Fifth Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 14:5-18). Paul and Barnabas are forced to flee for safety 
deeper into the middle of Asia Minor. Greek seems to be less known 
here. The first attempt to preach the Gospel is through healing a lame 
man. It produces great excitement among the people who jump to the 
conclusion that these two strangers are messengers from the gods, or 
better, Barnabas is Zeus, the chief god of the Greek pantheon, and Paul, 
Hermes the messenger of the gods. They can scarcely prevent the crowds 
offering them sacrifice, but at least the openness of these people to the 
possibility of a heavenly message is something in their favour. 



101

gospel • (Jn 14:21-26). The Last Supper discourse follows the model of 
the farewell of a great religious leader to his disciples. As he prepares to 
leave his own, Jesus reminds them of the need to keep the instructions 
he has given them. Although they may have many questions still to ask, 
they are assured that the teaching will continue through the paraclete, 
the advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in Jesus’ name. 

Tuesday of Fifth Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 13:44-52). The first missionary journey is drawing to 
an end. Their Jewish critics turn the positive natives against the apostles 
and they are stoned and left for dead. Their return journey will take them 
through the territory they have already covered – an opportunity to 
consolidate the work that has been done. The final stop on the journey 
is Antioch, where it all began and they give an account of hoe God has 
‘opened the door of faith’ to the gentiles. 

gospel • (Jn 14:7-14). Jesus returns to the theme of the Paraclete and his 
work. Paraclete has many shades of meaning. At its most basic, it stands 
for someone called to render assistance, particularly in a law-court where 
it can mean counsel for the defence. It can also mean something like 
consoler or comforter. Here, the Paraclete will exercise a more active mis-
sion. The Paraclete will show the world its errors and champion Jesus in 
a new setting where those who have rejected him will be proved wrong. 

Wednesday of Fifth Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 15:1-6). The calm of Antioch which had accepted 
the success of the gentile mission is disturbed by the arrival of brethren 
from Judaea who insist on circumcision and Jewish observance. Paul and 
Barnabas are sent to Jerusalem to represent the interests of the gentile 
mission. The pro-circumcision party consists largely of converted Phari-
sees who, while welcoming the message of Jesus, continue to cling to the 
traditions of the ancestors. The meeting of the Church at Jerusalem to 
find a solution, is traditionally regarded as the first council of the Church. 

gospel • (Jn 15:1-8). The imagery of the vine was often applied to Israel 
in the Old Testament. Here it is not applied to either the old Israel or to 
the new community of Jesus, but to Jesus himself. It is comparable to 
Paul’s use of the term ‘body’ to express the relationship of believers with 
the Lord, but rather than stressing the varied services and ministries of 
individual members of the community and their dependence on each 
other, John stresses the life-giving relationship of the vine to its branches. 
and the life-receiving status enjoyed by all. The earliest known eucharistic 
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prayer in the Didache (late first or early second century) prays: ‘We give 
Thee thanks, O our Father, for the holy vine of you son David, which 
have made known to us through Thy Son Jesus’.

Thursday, 14 May: St Matthias (BMcC)

Little is known about Matthias beyond the account of his election to fill 
the place among the Twelve left vacant by the death of Judas (First Read-
ing). The criterion by which the two potential candidates are chosen is 
that they have been members of the larger community who knew Jesus 
and they are prepared to carry on as a witness. St Matthias’ remains are 
believed to have been brought to Trier, Germany, then the northern 
imperial city, by the Empress Helena mother of Constantine and great 
collector of relics. They are enshrined in the abbey that bears his name.

Thursday of Fifth Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 15:17-21). Peter exercises his role as leader of the 
church by reminding the assembly that the outreach to the gentiles was 
by God’s choice. Paul and Barnabas confirm the truth of that by their 
account of their lengthy mission in Asia Minor. It is James, who would 
ordinarily have been regarded as the leader of the conservative faction 
of the new community, who proposes the details of the solution – to 
abstain from idol-worship, meat that is not properly slaughtered, from 
fornication (either sexual impurity or marriage within the forbidden 
degrees of kindred). These were regarded by some Jewish teachers as the 
non-negotiables of the covenant with Noah (Genesis 9) which was ear-
lier than the Mosaic covenant and therefore intended for all humanity. 

gospel • (Jn 15:19-11). The future may have been uncertain for the dis-
ciples after the Resurrection without Jesus. One of the great themes of 
the Farewell was the need to maintain unity with one another. Frail 
and weak as they are, what will sustain them in the future is the love of 
God which was the origin of the mystery of salvation (Jn 3:16) which 
undergirds their sometime fickle and undependable love for one another. 

Friday of Fifth Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 15: 23-31). The Jerusalem gathering commits itself 
to a formal statement of its decision regarding the observance of Jew-
ish law. It nominates two of its own members, Silas and Barsabbas, to 
accompany them back to Antioch as the formal delegates of the whole 
Church who will corroborate Paul and Barnabbas. We know little about 
them: Barsabbas, judging from his name, was probably of Jewish origin 
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(another Barsabbas is mentioned in Acts 1 as the contender with Matthias 
for the final place in the apostolic college). Silas, possibly also Silvanus, 
may have been of Hellenistic origin and becomes a member of Paul’s 
team who is mentioned in several of his letters.

gospel • (Jn 15:12-17). Continuing from yesterday, what will characterize 
the community of Jesus is the love of friendship. For Raymond Brown, 
the distinctive note in John’s teaching on discipleship in the Church is 
precisely its emphasis on friendship. His Gospel says little about authority 
but stresses the personal encounter that lies at the heart of all discipleship. 
Rabbis or even philosophers did not expect their students to become their 
friends – it was good enough if they treasured their wisdom and regarded 
them with affection – but at the heart of the Christian experience of dis-
cipleship is the profound friendship that imitates the friendship of Jesus 
for his own who is prepared to lay down his life for them. 

Saturday of Fifth Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 16:1-19). There are two important points in this short 
reading. The first is Paul’s recruitment of Timothy. There might seem to 
be a gap here between Paul’s conduct in circumcising Timothy and the 
decision of the Jerusalem assembly on the question. It is probable that 
Paul is acknowledging his Jewish roots through his mother – Jewish de-
scent was traced through the mother, not the father – and so Timothy 
ought to have been circumcised at birth. Secondly we should note the 
vision to come across to Macedonia. This will mark the beginning of the 
evangelization of the European continent. 

gospel • (Jn 15:18-21). After the words about love, the warning of the 
world’s hatred is a sober moment of truth. While the mystery of salvation 
turns on God’s love for the world, John is aware of another dynamic of 
opposition in the hatred of the world for Jesus which will be shared by 
the disciples. Patient endurance of persecution will be the hallmark of the 
Church’ s witness to Christ in every age. In these days, let us remember 
the Church in our time that suffers persecution.

Sixth Week of Easter
18-23 May 2020 • Bernard Treacy, O.P

Monday of Sixth Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 16:11-15). Preaching to women ran counter to accepted 
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practice as much as did preaching to gentiles. The simple and natural 
location of a riverside provides the first opportunity to proclaim the 
gospel in Europe – on the outskirts of Philippi. The big-hearted response 
of Lydia, including the generosity of opening her home to Paul and his 
team, makes her an example of discipleship.

gospel • (Jn 15:26–16:4). The coming of the Advocate will enable the 
disciples of Jesus to be his witnesses. They will need both strength and 
consolation when they struggle with being expelled from the synagogue 
as renegades to their tradition: faith had told them that to accept Jesus 
as the Messiah was to witness to the promises and prophecies made to 
the Chosen People reaching their perfect fulfilment.

Tuesday of Sixth Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 16:22-34). What started out badly – Paul and Silas being 
imprisoned – ended in a moment of grace and celebration. The conversion 
of the gaoler is more of a miracle than the earthquake which had opened 
the prison doors, as it gave an answer to his yearning for salvation. A 
community meal to celebrate God’s grace is central to Christian living.

gospel • (Jn 16:5-11). Setting out to bring some joy to his sorrowing 
friends, Jesus reminds them that the Paraclete will demonstrate that 
the world is guilty of the sin of rejecting Jesus. He will prove the world 
wrong about righteousness because the One whom it branded as guilty is 
the Righteous One risen from the dead. In condemning Jesus, the world 
brought judgement on itself. 

Wednesday of Sixth Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 17:15.22–18:1). Noticing that the people of Athens 
worshipped a range of diverse gods, Paul builds up a movingly structured 
argument to convince them that there is only one God, the Creator of 
all. Though he made impressive of their own poetry, his moving on to 
speak of the resurrection was the crucial test – as it still is – of putting 
this philosophical discourse into a Christian context.

gospel • (Jn 16:12-15). The Paraclete is a teacher who will guide the dis-
ciples into the full way of Jesus. Leading them into all the truth is not a 
matter of offering a new revelation. There can be no further revelation 
apart from Jesus, the Word, being the revelation of the Father.

Thursday of Sixth Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 18:1-8). After the debacle of Athens, Paul and his co-
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workers move to Corinth. Commercially prosperous, and culturally and 
religiously diverse, this city is avid for novelties, including new religious 
projects. Being welcomed to their home by Aquila and Priscilla who 
shared Paul’s trade as a tent-maker, gave him both economic security 
and a reliable ministry team. We will see grace triumph in this trendy 
city – in the first place, in the conversion of Crispus, a synagogue official.

gospel • (Jn 16:16-20). Faith moves in and out of the shadows of our lives. 
This is part of what Jesus means when he speaks of ‘in a little while’. The 
reference includes the alternation between the death of Jesus and his 
coming again; it is the alternation of the life and death of the believer; it 
is swing between joy and sorrow in the life of faith. The task is to nourish 
the flame, and rejoice and be warmed in it as darkness fades.

Friday of Sixth Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 18:9-18). Perhaps Paul was dispirited when the Lord 
afforded him the vision which guided him in such a long stay in Corinth 
and prepared him for the dangers of his next mission. Today, no less than 
in the first generation, we need moments of assurance. The pro-consul 
Gallio who, so providentially, refused to take action against Paul, was a 
brother of the philosopher Seneca. 

gospel • (Jn 16:20-23). Jesus recognises that the future will not be easy for 
his disciples, for they will have their share of sorrow. He can point to the 
deeply meaningful experience of childbirth to remind them and us that 
suffering in a great cause will be followed by rejoicing. 

Saturday of Sixth Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 18:23-28). We see the leadership genius of Priscilla 
and Aquila in their recognising the gifts of the Alexandria-born Apollos. 
Though a disciple of the Baptist, he had been instructed in ‘the way of 
the Lord’. Their positive endorsement enables him to become a source 
of strength to the Christian community, both by refuting disbelieving 
Jews and by showing from the Scriptures that Jesus is indeed the Christ.

gospel • (Jn 16:23-28). Because the disciples believe in Jesus and have 
committed themselves to him, the Father loves them so much that they 
are brought into a family relationship with the Father, such that their 
petitions and requests will always be in accordance with the Father’s 
desire for them. And so they will always be heard.

WEEKDAYS • SIXTH WEEK OF EASTER
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Seventh Week of Easter
25-30 May 2020 • Bernard Treacy, O.P

Monday of Seventh Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 19:1-8). Christianity arose within a climate vibrant 
with religious yearnings. We see today how followers of John the Bap-
tist were attracted to the teaching of Jesus. When Paul reminded them 
that John looked to someone who would come after him, they accepted 
the teaching Jesus. At their Baptism, there was another Pentecost. As at 
Caesarea and Jerusalem, so now in Ephesus, the gift of the Spirit is made 
visible in prophecy and ecstatic speech.

gospel • (Jn 16:29-33). Having listened to the discourse of Jesus, the dis-
ciples feel secure. He realises that they need to be shocked out of their 
contented bubble. This he does by pointing out that they will be scattered 
and that their loyalty to him will prove thin. We cannot know either our 
strength or our weakness without facing real tests.

monday, 25 may: st bede • Bede (672-735) was a monk of the monastery 
of Jarrow in northern England. He produced many commentaries on 
the Bible, but he is best known for his Ecclesiastical History of the English 
People. A college named after him in Rome is dedicated to the training 
of late vocations to the priesthood. ‘I implore you, good Jesus, that as 
in your mercy you have given me to drink in with delight the words of 
your knowledge, so of your loving kindness you will also grant me one 
day to come to you, the fountain of all wisdom, and to stand for ever 
before your face’ (Prayer of St Bede). (BMcC)

Tuesday of Seventh Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 20:27-27). Paul’s great farewell speech, on the comple-
tion of his work in Achaia, is simultaneously apologia and explanation. 
The portion we hear today sums up his work of serving the Lord and 
preaching in his name regardless of personal cost. His only desire is that, 
by the end of his life, he will have carried out the mission entrusted to 
him – moving words.

gospel • (Jn 17:1-11). Those gathered in the Upper Room have the privi-
lege of being witnesses to the prayer of Jesus, prayer which reveals how 
close he and the Father are to one another. So close is their bond that 
the prayer he makes for himself is that he would complete the work the 
Father has given him. This will glorify the Father.
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tuesday, 26 may: st philip neri • Born in Florence in 1515, Philip moved to 
Rome where he was ordained in 1551. This was the period of the Council 
of Trent and the Catholic Counter Reformation, an attempt to reclaim the 
losses of the Reformation. Philip worked especially with educated young 
men of fashion. He brought them together for day-long hikes around the 
seven Roman basilicas or for evenings of prayer and music, gatherings 
that were called, ‘oratories’, the origin of the musical term, ‘oratorio’. It 
also gave its name to the congregation of priests without vows that he 
founded. Philip had a sense of humour. He had a sign above his door 
that read ‘House of Christian Mirth’, he kept a joke-book on his desk for 
times when self-important people would call, and he played practical 
jokes on many of his young friends. As Teresa of Avila said: ‘From silly 
devotions and sour-faced saints, good Lord, deliver us.’ (BMcC)

Wednesday of Seventh Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 20:28-38). Paul’s farewell discourse in Ephesus turns 
now to the role of pastors and their duties. The charge they have received 
is a sacred one, made all the more arduous by the dangers threatening 
their people on every side. Such is Paul’s personal relationship with the 
people he is addressing that he can be frank in instructing them, and 
that they grieve at the thought of losing him. ‘It is more blessed to give 
than to receive’ is a saying of Jesus attested nowhere else.

gospel • (Jn 17:11-19). The prayer of Jesus reaches out to include those 
gathered with him in the Upper Room. The deep bond between Father 
and Son is not for themselves alone, but includes those who, as Jesus 
was, are ‘consecrated in truth’. In this spirit, Jesus sends them out as he 
himself was sent on a mission. Theirs is to continue the mission of Jesus.

Thursday of Seventh Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 22:30; 23:6-11). A lot has happened and the action 
has moved to Jerusalem. Arrested and on trial before the Sanhedrin, Paul 
defends himself by splitting the council. Standing by his own upbring-
ing and education in the Pharisee tradition, he asserts that the trial is 
not about him but about the Pharisaic belief in the resurrection of the 
dead, a teaching the Sadducees reject. The message is that Christian faith 
is not a rejection of Judaism but the fulfilment of its Messianic hopes.

gospel • (Jn 17:20-26). The concern of Jesus’ prayer reaches beyond the 
circle of those at table with him to all those who at any time in the future 
come to believe in him. For us gathered in his name 2,000 years after the 
Last Supper, his prayer that we maintain unity is both a blessing and a 
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challenge. Achieving what he asks of us, though it goes beyond ordinary 
human ability, is essential to enabling the world to believe. The world 
was deeply moved in June 1963 hearing reports of Pope John XXIII dying 
with this prayer on his lips.

Friday of Seventh Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 25:13-21). A courtesy visit between Roman officials 
involves them in trying to understand why lies behind Paul being in 
custody. They are deeply uncomfortable when faced with discussion 
about his claim that a man who had died was now alive. It is a relief to 
them when Paul’s status as a Roman citizen enables them to pass the 
case to a higher authority.

gospel • (Jn 21:15-19). In an application of the risen Lord’s own measure-
less love, Peter’s threefold declaration of love wipes out his threefold 
denial (Jn 18:15-27). It is now possible for him to receive a new pastoral 
mission. It is worth noting that Jesus entrusts to him ‘my lambs’ and 
‘my sheep’. There can be none other than Jesus as ‘the chief Shepherd’ 
(1 Pet 5:4).

Saturday of Seventh Week of Easter

first reading • (Acts 28:16-20.30-31). It is one of the glories of Paul’s com-
mitment that he grasps every opportunity to preach. Though deprived 
of his freedom and unable to know what his time in Rome waiting for 
trial may bring, he preaches to the large Jewish community in the city 
of ‘the hope of Israel’, and to everyone else he meets of the Kingdom of 
God. There is no imprisoning the word of God.

gospel • (Jn 21:20-25). At the time when the final text of the Gospel was 
completed, both Peter and John were dead. The community centred on 
John, expresses its struggle with a new reality in this epilogue with the 
question Peter raises about the Beloved Disciple, ‘What about him?’ The 
answer of Jesus to Peter is one every believer might heed: ‘What does it 
matter to you? You are to follow me.’ There probably is something of 
Peter in every believer and every community, wanting to have control 
to which we are not entitled. The task remains: to be a true and commit-
ted follower of Jesus in the areas where we actually have responsibility.
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Ninth Week in Ordinary Time
1-6 June 2020 • John Clark

Monday of Ninth Week in Ordinary Time

first reading • (2 Pet 1:2-7). The Second Letter of Peter is one of the latest 
writings of the New Testament. The late Raymond Brown noted how it 
draws on other New Testament letters, including 1 Peter, James, and the 
letters of Paul. Today’s text from the opening, is a call to live a life of 
virtue, and it spells out the classic Christian virtues and how they build 
on one another – goodness (arete= moral excellence), understanding 
(gnosis), patience, self-control (enkrateia), true devotion, patience, kind-
ness, all crowned with love (agape) as the summit. 

gospel • (Mk 12:12). The parable of the wicked tenants is a clear statement 
of the meaning of the death of Jesus. Yet the death of the beloved Son 
is not the end of the story: he is the keystone, rejected by the builders 
who will be placed at the head of the arch.

monday, 1 june: mary, mother of the church (obligatory memorial) • This Memo-
rial was instituted by Pope Francis in 2018 and it is celebrated immediately 
after Pentecost. It recalls her presence in prayer with the nucleus of the 
Church soon to receive the outpouring of the Spirit. In his homily for the 
feast in 2018, Pope Francis warned that without its feminine dimension, 
‘the Church loses its true identity and becomes a charitable organization 
or a soccer team or something, but not the Church.’ It is devotion to 
Mary that keeps this feminine side of the Church alive. ‘When we forget 
this, it becomes a masculine church; without this dimension, it sadly 
becomes a church of old bachelors, who live in this isolation, incapable 
of love, incapable of fruitfulness.’ (BMcC)

Tuesday of Ninth Week in Ordinary Time

first reading • (2 Pet 3:11-15,17-18). Early Christian preaching had stressed 
that the Lord would return in glory to judge the world, yet as the years 
rolled on, there was no sign of his return. The ‘delay of the parousia’ is 
a question many of the early Christian writings address, as Second Peter 
does here. He reminds the readers to practise the patience of Christ and 
to stand firm in the faith they have received.

gospel • (Mk 12:13-17). Although the question of taxes to Caesar is posed 
with a pretence of sincerity, Jesus recognises that it is a verbal trap. It 
is set in the form of a controversy story in which Jesus emerges as the 
winner by using a clever verbal trick. Here he refuses to be drawn into a 
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theoretical debate about taxation and instead comments on the inscrip-
tion on a coin. 

Wednesday of Ninth Week in Ordinary Time

first reading • (2 Tim 1:1-3, 6-12). Second Timothy takes the form of 
a farewell letter written by Paul from prison to his favourite assistant 
Timothy. By arranging for his circumcision (Acts 16:3), Paul had formed a 
paternal relationship with Timothy (‘dear child of mine’). He now writes 
to strengthen his faith and to call him into even more fervent disciple-
ship, fanning ‘into a flame’ the gift of the Spirit he received when Paul 
laid hands on him, ordaining him for missionary service. 

gospel • (Mk 12:18-27). Belief in the resurrection emerged slowly in late 
Judaism. Groups like the Pharisees and the Essenes believed in it: the 
priestly aristocracy of the Sadducees held on to the older doctrine of a 
shadowy place called Sheol where the dead went. They formulate the 
question in such a way as to make nonsense of the belief but Jesus turns 
the tables on them by using the Torah, the one part of the Scripture to 
show that the God of the Fathers is a God of the living, not of the dead. 

Thursday of Ninth Week in Ordinary Time

first reading • (2 Tim 2:8-15). While some scholars regard the entire Pastoral 
Correspondence (1 and 2 Tim and Titus) as the work of later imitator 
of Paul, a growing number accept the genuineness of 2 Timothy. If it is 
not by Paul, then the writer has imaginatively entered deeply into the 
apostle’s persona and describes his faith under pressure of imprisonment, 
awaiting death but inviting his young collaborator to imitate him and 
to stand fast in the mission to which he is called. 

gospel • (Mk 12:28-34). Amid the hostile questioners, this scribe has 
a genuine question about which is the greater commandment. It is a 
question that was asked by the Jewish sages of Jesus’ time and shortly 
before. One of them, the great Hillel, was close to Jesus in his answer: 
‘That which you hate, do not do to your neighbour. That is the whole 
Torah, and everything else is commentary – go and learn!’ It may be Hil-
lel’s influence that makes the scribe recognise Jesus as a kindred spirit.

thursday, 4 june: st charles lwanga and companions • A convert to the Catholic 
faith, Charles suffered martyrdom it at the age of 20, along with twelve 
other young Catholics and nine Anglicans during a persecution against 
all Christians launched by King Mwanga of Buganda as a response to 
the colonial presence in his country. Charles baptized some of his com-
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panions in prison. The Catholics were canonised in 1964 by Pope Paul 
VI during the first papal visit to the African continent. Today we recall 
their ecumenical witness to the truth of the gospel. (BMcC)

Friday of Ninth Week in Ordinary Time

first reading • (2 Tim 3:10-17). There is a double track of memory here. 
Paul recalls his ministry in places like Antioch, Iconium and Lystra and 
invites Timothy to remember what he was taught and who is teachers 
were. Scripture, inspired by God, is the church’s collective memory bank.

gospel • (Mk 12: 3 5-37). Son of David is a Messianic title, but the Messiah 
is also the Son of God. Jesus quotes a verse from a psalm that the Church 
recites each week in the Evening Prayer of Sunday. 

Saturday of Ninth Week in Ordinary Time

first reading • (2 Tim 4:1-8). Paul’s farewell to Timothy concludes with a 
renewed insistence on his mission as a preacher and teacher. In the first 
instance, he is to proclaim the message but then he is to exercise the 
office of a teacher – correcting error, calling to obedient observance of 
the teaching but with the patience of a teacher. This puts him alongside 
competing teachers in the Church. Can we, like Timothy, make the 
preaching of the Good News our life’s work? 

gospel • (Mk 12: 38-42). The scribes with their outward show and the poor 
widow quietly dropping her modest offering into the temple treasury 
represent opposites in religious obedience. It is not difficult to see which 
of the two Jesus favours. The woman’s two small coins represents a total 
investment of herself.

Tenth Week in Ordinary Time
8-13 June 2020 • John Clark

Monday of Tenth Week in Ordinary Time

first reading • (1 Kgs 17:1-6). For the next 10 weeks, our First Readings on 
weekdays will be taken from the Old Testament prophetic corpus. The 
first block (Weeks 10-13) set the individual prophets in context with a 
summary of the prophetic history.

We begin today with the first great prophetic figure, Elijah. He is 
something of an outsider – a native of Gilead on the far side of the 
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Jordan; but apart from that, the text tells us little of his background. 
What matters most is contained in his name: in Hebrew eli yahu means 
‘My God is YHWH’ and his career will be the living out of the name as 
champion of Israel’s God. 

gospel • (Mt 5:1-12). We also set out today in reading a new Gospel. 
We have read much of Matthew’s introductory material in Advent and 
Christmas. The central part of the Gospel is structured around five great 
discourses of Jesus and we begin with the first of these, the Sermon on 
the Mount. It is both at home in the Old Testament and marks a radical 
departure from it. The Old Testament praised those who were generous 
to the poor, but it would never have considered poverty a blessing. The 
beatitudes bear witness to a God who is on the side of the weak and the 
outcast. The coming Kingdom of God will overturn the structures of 
society that oppress the poor.

Tuesday, 9 June: St Columba (feast in Ireland and Scotland)

Columba (or Colum Cille, ‘the dove of the Church’) was born in Donegal 
He entered the monastery of Movilla in Co Down. According to legend, 
he became involved in a dispute with St Finnian, the abbot, about the 
ownership of a manuscript Columba had copied. It led to a battle between 
their families: in repentance for the loss of life, Columba set out as an 
exile to live wherever he landed. He came to the island of Iona between 
Ireland and Scotland, where he established a monastery. It became an 
important missionary and cultural centre for the early Scots church. 
Today it is an important ecumenical centre. Columba died in 597. Along 
with Ss Patrick and Bridget, he is patron of Ireland. All three are reputed 
to lie in a common grave in Downpatrick. (BMcC)

Tuesday of Tenth Week in Ordinary Time

first reading • (1 Kgs 17:7-16). Elijah’s stream dries up and he is forced to 
go in search of food. A poor widow, gathering sticks what she thinks will 
be her final meal, is prepared to share it with him, and in return, her 
meal jar and oil jug will not go empty for the duration of the drought. 
Elijah, like the other prophets, is on the side of the poor. 

gospel • (Mt 5:13-16). Two metaphors, salt and light, characterise the way 
of life of the disciples of Jesus. They will impart flavour to the world and 
preserve it from going bad. They will also bring light. Ancient towns 
were built on hilltops for defensive purposes, but a town on a hillside 
could not be hidden from view. The lifestyle of Jesus’ disciples of Jesus 
will mark them out as different and it is this lifestyle that continues to 
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be their distinguishing mark. 

Wednesday of Tenth Week in Ordinary Time

first reading • (1 Kgs 18:20-39). The contest between Elijah and the proph-
ets of Baal is one of the great prophetic narratives of fidelity to the God of 
Israel. Elijah seems to make the challenge even more difficult for himself; 
but, like his name, it represents his total trust in the God of Israel. As 
he rebuilds the altar, the twelve stones symbolise the restoration of the 
twelve tribes Israel and their covenant with the Lord. 

gospel • (Mt 5:17-19). Jesus’ mission is not to set the Torah aside, but to 
bring it to perfection. He does this by showing himself as totally obedi-
ent to the Law. The difference between him and the Pharisees is that 
they stressed keeping the Torah in its literal sense, even erecting a wall 
of additional commandments that would make infringement of the 
commandment itself more difficult. Jesus will require his followers to 
penetrate behind the mere words of Torah to reach its core and to do 
what God truly required of them.

Thursday, 11 June: St Barnabas

A native of Cyprus, Barnabas’ roots were in Jerusalem (Acts 4:36 ff). His 
name means ‘son of encouragement’: we might call him ‘the optimist’. 
His genial nature can be seen in the support he offers the new convert, 
Saul, when he is cold-shouldered by the community of Antioch. He be-
came Paul’s companion on his first missionary journey, but his patience 
seems to have been tested by Paul’s refusal to make allowances for the 
youth and inexperience of Barnabas’ nephew, John. Despite going their 
separate ways, Barnabas remained a supporter of Paul’s mission, and Mark 
may have gone on to become ‘the interpreter of Peter’. (BMcC)

Thursday of Tenth Week in Ordinary Time

first reading • (1 Kgs 18:41-46(. Elijah’s victory over the prophets of Baal 
has brought King Ahab back to YHWH and the prophet announces the 
end of the drought, beginning with the appearance of a small cloud on 
the horizon. Elijah’s feat of running ahead of the royal chariot is a sign 
that his prophetic energy is given by the Spirit. 

gospel • (Mt 5:20-26). At the heart of the ethics of Jesus is the question 
of the depth of the human heart. To claim to have observed the com-
mandment simply because we have kept their literal sense (e.g., we never 
killed anyone) is to miss the point. Jesus interprets the commandment as 
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including all kinds of discord in social living, such as name-calling (‘fool’, 
or an even more insulting word from Aramaic, the spoken language of 
Jesus and his hearers, racha, meaning ‘numbskull’ or blockhead). The 
disciples are responsible even for insults hurled in the heat of the mo-
ment. If a true disciple is about to offer a sacrifice and remembers that 
he has offended someone, he must leave the sacrifice unfinished until 
he has sought pardon from the one offended.

Friday of Tenth Week in Ordinary Time

first reading • (1 Kgs 19:9,11-16). Opposition between Elijah and Ahab 
has flared up again. To escape death, Elijah makes his way to Horeb (an 
alternative name for Sinai). This account omits the 40-day journey, sus-
tained by heavenly food. Just as God revealed himself to Moses in the 
Holy Mountain, he does so now to his prophet. The Sinai theophany was 
full of the usual signs of God’s presence – fire, thunder, lightning. It is not 
easy to translate the Hebrew which means something like ‘a voice of thin 
whisper’. The emphasis is on the quietness – ‘a still small voice’ (AV),’a 
light murmuring sound’ NJB), or ‘the sound of sheer silence’(NRS).Do you 
look for moments of silence in the liturgy to savour the presence of God? 

gospel • (Mt 5:27-32). The Law was explicit: adultery meant having sexual 
relations with the wife of another man. The sexual morality Jesus sets 
out for his disciples is more demanding. It requires them to control their 
thoughts and desires, so that looking lustfully at a woman is adultery 
in the heart. Disciples are called upon to exercise vigilance over their 
bodies and desires. The saying about plucking out an eye or cutting of a 
hand or foot while demanding, are not meant to be taken literally, but 
they are important for their shock value. 

Saturday of Tenth Week in Ordinary Time

first reading • (1 Kgs 19:19-21). Elijah calls Elisha to follow him and be-
come the first member of his prophetic brotherhood. There are parallels 
between this story and the Gospel stories of the calling of the disciples 
– the disciples leave their nets and boat just as Elisha leaves his plough. 
Elijah’s cloak is a symbol of his prophetic authority.

gospel • (Mt 5:33-37). The Law demanded that oaths which were solemnly 
sworn should be observed. Jesus moves beyond that and forbids any 
swearing of oaths. Disciples are required to value the truth and simply 
to say ‘yes’ if they mean ‘yes’ or ‘no’ if they mean ‘no’.

saturday, 13 june: st anthony • One of the most popular saints and the great 
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finder of lost property, Anthony was born in 1195 in Lisbon. He was a 
canon regular who transferred to the newly founded Franciscans shortly 
after their arrival in Portugal. His reputation for finding things goes back 
to an incident in his own lifetime. A student left the community, taking 
with him a manuscript of the psalter in which Anthony had been making 
notes on their interpretation. Feeling the loss keenly, Anthony prayed, 
and the young man, struck with remorse, returned it to him. Anthony 
died in 1231, still only 35 years old. The citizens of his birthplace (Lisbon) 
and of his burial place (Padua) both claim him as their own. (BMcC)

Eleventh Week in Ordinary Time
15-20 June 2020 • John Clark

Monday of Eleventh Week in Ordinary Time

first reading • (1 Kgs 21:1-16). The story of Naboth’s vineyard today and 
tomorrow is a dramatic illustration of how the prophets were the cham-
pions for justice on behalf of the people even taking on the royal family. 
Naboth’s refusal to part with the vineyard as it is ‘the inheritance of his 
ancestors’ looks back to the covenant and the division of the land as an 
act of justice on God’s part. Jezebel is the royal schemer who will have 
an innocent man put to death.

gospel • (Mt 5:28-42). ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth’ was com-
mon principal of Ancient Near East law. Its purpose was to set limits to 
the desire for retaliation. In place of even this controlled retaliation, Jesus 
sets out a new, and more demanding, principle – ‘offer the wicked no 
resistance.’ He gives four examples of how aggression can be met by non-
violence. To the person striking you on the right cheek, offer the other as 
well: to the person who sues you for your undergarment, offer him your 
overcoat as well. Someone demanding that you accompany him for one 
mile probably reflects the right of an occupying army to force passers-by 
to carry a load.The final example is unquestioning generosity towards 
anyone who wishes to borrow, even if there is no hope of repayment.

Tuesday of Eleventh Week in Ordinary Time

first reading • (1 Kgs 21:17-29). Elijah confronts Ahab in the vineyard 
which the king has stolen. The king declares himself repentant and the 
all-merciful God spares him personally from disaster, but it will come in 
a subsequent generation.
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gospel • (Mt 5:43- 48). The Law about loving the neighbour that Jesus 
quotes does not include an explicit command to hate the enemy, but 
it defines neighbour in a narrow way as a ‘member of your race’. Jesus 
offers a new and radical interpretation of this command.

Matthew’s community probably found Jesus’ words about enemy love 
as demanding as we do. Tax collectors were despised as collaborators fleec-
ing their own people. Galilee contained pockets of Gentiles, especially 
in larger cities like Sepphoris or Tiberias. Everything about them – their 
language (Greek), the food they ate, their style of dress – marked them 
out as different. Jesus challenges his listeners to strive for the kind of 
love that does not recognise barriers of this kind. 

Wednesday of Eleventh Week in Ordinary Time

first reading • (2 Kgs 2:1,6-14). According to Jewish tradition, two peo-
ple were taken directly into heaven without dying. Enoch, the father 
of Methuselah, lived 365 years and ‘walked with God; then he was no 
more, because God took him’ (Gen 5:24). The other was Elijah, whose 
translation into heaven on the fiery chariot is told today. Jewish tradi-
tion believed that since Elijah did not die, he would one day return to 
earth as the precursor of the Messiah, a tradition we find in the Gospels 
(e.g., Mk 6:15, Lk 1:17). 

gospel • (Mt 6:1-6,16-18). Jesus now sets out a rule of piety for his follow-
ers. While it follows the three pillars of Jewish piety (prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving), they are to be done without ostentation. Jewish teachers 
also insisted on the same discreet approach to almsgiving: one rabbi 
rebuked a man who had given something to a poor person in public: ‘It 
would be better that you had given him nothing than that you should 
have put him to shame’.

Thursday of Eleventh Week in Ordinary Time

first reading • (Ecclesiasticus 48:1-14). We have reached the end of the 
Elijah story and it is rounded off with a poem from the Book of Ecclesi-
asticus (Sirach) that praises the heroes of Israel. 

gospel • (Mt 6:7-15). The first three petitions of the Lord’s Prayer relate to 
God, viz., the sanctification of the Name, the coming of the Kingdom, 
and the doing of God’s will. The next four petitions relate to the needs of 
the petitioner – for bread or daily food, remission of debts, which in the 
society of first century Galilee was a constant danger to an impoverished 
peasantry, freedom from temptation, or more likely, testing at the end 
times, and deliverance from the evil one.
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Friday, 19 June: Solemnity of the Sacred Heart (BMcC)

Pope Francis has a lively but practical devotion to the Heart of Jesus. 
Preaching at his morning Mass on the feast in 2018, he reminded us that 
the mystery of the Heart of Christ is not just a ‘holy card’ for the devout. 
The pierced Heart of Christ is ‘the heart of revelation, the heart of our 
faith, because he made himself small, he has chosen this way.’ Christ 
chose the way of humbling himself, of emptying himself ‘even to death 
on the Cross.’ He made ‘a choice for smallness, so that the glory of God 
might be manifest.’ Today’s celebration reminds us ‘of a Heart that loves, 
that chooses, that is faithful’, and that ‘is joined to us, is revealed to the 
little ones, calls the little ones, makes itself little.’

Although devotion to the Heart of Jesus is associated with the revela-
tions of St Margaret Mary Alocoque in seventeenth century France, it 
has far deeper roots in the Catholic tradition. The early church fathers 
regarded the piercing of the side of Jesus (Jn 19:34) as having a profound 
significance. St Irenaeus of Lyons (d. 202), for example, wrote: ‘The 
Church is the fountain of the living water that flows to us from the 
Heart of Christ.’ The medieval mystic, St Gertrude, often referred to the 
Heart of Jesus. In one of her prayers, she begs; ‘O sacred heart of Jesus, 
fountain of eternal life, your heart is a glowing furnace of love. You are 
my refuge and my sanctuary.’

headings for readings

First Reading (Deut 7:6-11). Moses reminds the people that God has 
loved them from the beginning and that he has set his heart on them 
to make them his own people. 

Second Reading (1 Jn 4:7-16). St John reminds us that God is love and 
that his love was revealed in the death and resurrection of Jesus his Son, 
the sacrifice that takes our sins away.

Gospel (Mt 11:25-30) Jesus invites us to come to him especially when 
we are overburdened and troubled because in him, we will find rest and 
consolation.

prayer of the faithful

President Jesus invites us to come to him with trust and confidence, 
especially when we feel overwhelmed and burdened with care. We pray 
with confidence. 

Reader(s) The Heart of Jesus is the fountain of life and goodness. May 
the Church draw life and nourishment from God’s Word and the Bread 
of life.

The Heart of Jesus is the source of wisdom and knowledge. May it 
guide our bishop, clergy, religious and lay leaders in their service for 
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their brothers and sisters. 
The Heart of Jesus is patient and rich in mercy. May we learn from it 

compassion for the poor, the broken-hearted and the lonely.
We pray for the families of our parish which are consecrated to the 

Heart of Christ. May their homes be places of welcome and peace. 
We remember those who have died, trusting in the mercy of the Heart 

of Jesus. We remember the recently deceased members of our community 
(especially …).

President Father, you manifest in the heart of your Son your love for us 
and for all humanity. May we bear witness to that love by the way we treat 
our brothers and sisters. We make this prayer through Christ our Lord.

Friday of Eleventh Week in Ordinary Time

first reading • (1 Kgs 11:1-4,9-18,20). The transition from one ruler to 
another was not always peaceful. Here, Athaliah, daughter of Jezebel, 
another unpopular figure, and queen mother, seizes power on the death 
of Ahaziah, her son, and attempts to eliminate possible competitors form 
the royal family. One child is saved, Jehoash, and hidden in the temple 
until the time is right for another coup, this one led by the priest Jehoiada. 

gospel • (Mt 6:19-21). The idea of a heavenly treasure beyond the reach of 
corruption was a common Jewish eschatological idea (e.g., ‘If you have 
many possessions, make your gift from them in proportion; if few, do 
not be afraid to give according to the little you have. So you will be lay-
ing up a good treasure for yourself against the day of necessity’ – Tobit 
4:8-9). While Jesus’ attitude to wealth was probably radical, Matthew 
was writing for a community that probably included people with some 
wealth, and so he is concerned to give direction to how to deal with 
possessions as disciples.

Saturday of Eleventh Week in Ordinary Time

first reading • (2 Chron 24:17-25). The Deuteronomist history of Kings 
is supplemented by a parallel account from the alternative Chronicler’s 
history that describes the rapid disintegration of the Kingdom of Judah 
after it abandons the worshipof YHWH and refuses to listen to the proph-
ets. Even Joash (alternative spelling for Jehoash of yesterday’s reading), 
forgets how his life was saved by Jehoida, and kills his son.

gospel • (Mt 6:24-34). Wisdom teachers of every age have recognised how 
impossible it is to live two radical choices at the same time. The Jewish 
philosopher, Philo, wrote: ‘it is impossible for love of God to coexist with 
love for the world.’ Mammon is a word for worldly wealth that occurs in 
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later Hebrew and is used several times in the gospels

saturday, 20 june: immaculate heart of mary • The focus of our devotion to the 
heart of Mary is her total dedication to the things of God. Although it 
came to prominence largely in the nineteenth century, a feast in honour 
of Mary’s heart was kept in certain places, especially France, from the 
seventeenth century onwards, in parallel with the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
In the Office of Readings for the feast, St Laurence Justinian invites us 
to imitate her: ‘Enter into the deep recesses of your heart so that you 
may be purified spiritually and cleansed from your sins. God places more 
value on good will in all we do than on the works themselves. The ac-
ceptable offering of the spiritual purification is accomplished not in a 
man-made temple but in the recesses of the heart where the Lord Jesus 
freely enters.’ (BMcC)

Twelfth Week in Ordinary Time
22-27 June 2020 • John Clark

Monday of Twelfth Week in Ordinary Time

first reading • (2 Kgs 17:5-8,13-15,18). The major theme of the Deuterono-
mistic History, which includes the Books of Kings, is that Israel lost the 
land, already divided into two kingdoms of Israel and Judah, because of 
sin and despite the constant calling of the prophets to repentance. The 
first stage is the fall of the Northern Kingdom of Israel, described here. 
Only the southern kingdom of Judah remains and will survive for more 
than a century more before it too collapses under the might of Babylon.

gospel • (Mt 7:1-5). Some scholars think that the comparison of specks 
and logs may already have been a proverb in the time of Jesus. A rabbi is 
remembered as having said: ‘I wonder is there anyone in this generation 
who accepts correction, for if one says to them “Remove the speck from 
between your eyes”, he would answer “Remove the beam from between 
your own eyes”.’

Tuesday of Twelfth Week in Ordinary Time

first reading • (2 Kgs 19:9-11,14-21,31-36). Under Sennacherib, the Neo-
Assyrian Empire reached its height. He was determined to make the tiny 
kingdom of Judah his vassal with a threat of invasion. Isaiah the prophet 
reassures the King, and the invading army is forced to return as 185,000 
men were struck down, probably by a plague. The event is commemo-
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rated in a poem by Lord Byron: ‘For the Angel of Death spread his wings 
on the blast, /And breathed in the face of the foe as he passed; /And the 
eyes of the sleepers waxed deadly and chill,/And their hearts but once 
heaved, and for ever grew still!’

gospel • (Mt 7:6,12-14). There are three parts to this gospel. First, a say-
ing about dogs and pigs. The meaning of the saying is not immediately 
obvious: it may be urging caution about being too casual regarding the 
secrets of the Kingdom with outsiders. The second is the summary of 
the Law, and the third encourages the disciple to chose the narrow gate 
and the hard road.

Wednesday, 24 June: Nativity of John the Baptist (BMcC)

The liturgy celebrates only three days of natural birth – that of Christ at 
Christmas, that of the Mother of the Lord on 8 September, and that of 
John the Baptist. The day of a saint’s martyrdom of death was considered 
as the dies natalis or heavenly birthday. By granting John a feast on his 
birthday, the liturgy is recognising the depth of meaning of the words 
of the angel to Zechariah: ‘Even before his birth he will be filled with 
the Holy Spirit’ (Lk 1:15)

The First Reading (Isa 49:1-6) was chosen in the light of the Gospel. 
Just as Isaiah’s servant of the Lord was called before he was born, so John, 
on hearing the greeting of Mary, recognises the presence of the infant 
messiah in her womb and leaps with joy (Lk 1:44). The Second Reading 
(Acts 13: 22-26) is a summary of John’s role in the proclamation of the 
Gospel from Paul’s sermon in Antioch of Pisidia. The Gospel tells the 
story of John’s birth and naming at the time of his circumcision.

The Nativity of the Baptist has been a liturgical feast since the fifth 
century. It is listed among the festivities of the diocese of Agde in the 
South of France, 506. The choice of date was determined by the date of 
Christmas, and like Christmas, the Nativity of the Baptist was often cel-
ebrated with three Masses – a vigil, another at dawn, and the third during 
the day. As Christmas was placed near the winter solstice, the shortest day 
of the year, John’s birth was placed at the summer solstice, the longest 
day. After the winter solstice, the days increase in length, and after the 
summer solstice, they get shorter: This was seen as a practical illustra-
tion of John’s words: ‘He must increase, but I must decrease’ (Jn 3:30).

Wednesday of Twelfth Week in Ordinary Time

first reading • (2 Kgs 22; 8-13; 23:1-3). Although the editing of the reading 
has removed his name, the king here is Josiah. Along with David and 
Hezekiah, he is one of the heroes of the Deuteronomistic History. The 
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rediscovery of a scroll of the law (possibly an early form of the Book of 
Deuteronomy) leads to a religious revival, circa 621 BCE. Jeremiah the 
Prophet was a young man during this time. 

gospel • (Mt 7:15-20). A vexed question in the early community was how 
to recognise the authenticity of members who claimed to enjoy the char-
ism of prophecy. Matthew’s solution is clear – you will know them by 
their fruits. No amount of appeal to the freedom of the Spirit or to the 
privilege of the charismatic will help. Matthew later describes how false 
Christs and false prophets will arise and show great signs and wonders, 
so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect (24:24). 

Thursday of Twelfth Week in Ordinary Time

first reading • (2 Kgs 24:8-17). Jehoiachim (also known as Jechoniah), 
grandson of the good king Josiah, came to the throne at the age of 18 
and after a reign of little more than three months, he surrendered to the 
Babylonians and was taken into exile in Babylon. This was the beginning 
of the end for the kingdom of David. 

gospel • (Mt 7:21-29). The sermon concludes with a portrait of the ideal 
disciple. What will count ‘on that day’, probably the Day of Judgement, 
will not be prophecy or charismatic works, but having done the will of 
the Father in heaven. The final sermon of Jesus on the Mount of Olives in 
this gospel concludes with a similar judgement scene when the true dis-
ciples of Jesus will be revealed and separated from the false as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats (Mt 25:31-46). The true disciple is also 
a person of wisdom who knows that his house needs sure foundations.

Friday of Twelfth Week in Ordinary Time

first reading • (2 Kgs 25:1-12). After a siege of two and a half years, Jeru-
salem falls to the army of Nebuchadnezzar. King Zedekiah attempted to 
escape through a breach in the wall but was captured: he was blinded, 
and his sons were killed before his eyes. Nebuchadnezzar then proceeded 
to reduce Jerusalem to a ruin, pillaging the temple and carrying off the 
leading citizens to Babylon. So begins the Babylonian Exile. 

gospel • (Mt 8:14). Having completed the sermon, Jesus turns back to 
his ministry of teaching and healing. Jesus’ action in stretching out 
his hands to touch the leper is a sign of his sympathy and readiness to 
break boundaries that separated people considered in different was as 
‘outcasts’ from society. 

WEEKDAYS • TWELFTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME
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Saturday of Twelfth Week in Ordinary Time

first reading • (Lam 2:2;10-14;18-19). Ascribed to the Prophet Jeremiah, the 
Book of Lamentations is a set of poignant laments for the loss of a city. 
In the original Hebrew, the first four chapters are in acrostic form – that 
is, each verse begins with a successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet, so 
it has been described as a ‘veritable A to Z of misery’. The Latin transla-
tion of the Book of Lamentations, preserving the initial Hebrew letters 
for each verse, is sung at the office of Readings (Matins) in Holy Week. 
We could pray Lamentations remembering the many cities in our time 
that have been devastated by war. 

gospel • (Mt 8:1-7). The Sermon on the Mount is separated from the next 
sermon, the mission discourse of chapter 10, by a narrative block of nine 
miracle stories (8:1–9:38). Today we read two healing stories (centurion’s 
servant and Peter’s mother-in-law) and a short summary of a healing at 
evening. In Matthew, the centurion himself comes to ask for Jesus help 
(in Luke, it is a delegation of his Jewish friends). For Matthew, the heal-
ings are further evidence that Jesus is the servant of God, the Messianic 
figure promised by Isaiah, for he took away our sickness and carried our 
diseases (Isa 53:4).

Thirteenth Week in Ordinary Time
29-30 June 2020 • Bernard Treacy, O.P.

Monday 29 June: Sts Peter and Paul See p. 77.

Tuesday of Thirteenth Week in Ordinary Time

first reading • (Amos 3:1-8; 4:11-12). The prophet reflects on the implica-
tions of believing that God has chosen Israel from all the nations of the 
world: being favoured brings with it great responsibilities. Not heeding 
the warnings solemnly spoken by God’s prophet, has consequences.

gospel • (Mt 8:23-27). Matthew looks beyond a boat tossed about in a 
storm on the Sea of Galilee to a Church buffetted in a storm of tribula-
tion, internal as much as external. Christians may feel that the Lord has 
no care for them. It is enough that he should ‘awaken’, that they should 
have trust in his abiding presence, for the tempest of their anxiety to 
be abated.



Biblical Essay

Preaching on St Matthew’s
Passion Narrative

• Michael Mullins

As we begin the celebration of Holy Week on Passion / Palm Sunday the 
gospel reading at Mass is St Matthew’s account of Jesus’ Passion. We are 
very familiar with the main outline of the story but we can overlook sig-
nificant aspects and details in the dramatic account of Jesus’ final hours.

The Passion in the Overall Context of Jesus’ Ministry

In the history of music, art, theatre and film, and often in our own per-
sonal thinking and prayer there is a tendency to treat the Passion of Jesus 
as a ‘stand alone’ event at the end of his life and ministry. However, the 
New Testament does not present the Passion as a ‘stand alone’ tragic end 
to Jesus’ life but as a denouement, a final manifestation of the meaning of 
his life, death and resurrection. The Passion takes its immediate signifi-
cance from the entire ministry of Jesus, his vision of the Kingdom, and the 
opposition it provoked among his opponents. The nature of his ministry 
resulted in the opposition and misunderstanding that inevitably led to 
his rejection and death and ultimately to the triumph of his Resurrection 
on the ‘third day’, the day of divine vindication of his life and mission.

The gospel accounts of the ministry prepare the reader for the Passion. 
In fact they can be seen as an extended introduction to the Passion 
and Resurrection Narratives. The overall narrative of Matthew’s gospel 
strikes many a warning note beginning with the attempt on the life of 
the infant Jesus and his exile in Egypt occasioned by the insecurity of 
Herod in the power struggles of the day (Mt 2:13-23). Another warn-
ing note is struck with the arrest and murder of the precursor who had 
prepared the way for Jesus’ coming (Mt 14:3ff). During Jesus’ ministry 
the complaints and accusations of blasphemy (Mt 9:1ff), of breaking 
the Sabbath observance (Mt 12:1ff; 12:9ff) and working miracles by the 
power of Beelzebub (Mt 12:24) are warning signs of trouble ahead. These 
accusations on the part of the religious authorities point to a gathering 
of hostility that will eventually end in the trial and execution of Jesus. 
The fear of the Romans in the face of a popular figure drawing together 
large crowds of people with the possibility of rioting or revolutionary 
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activity was a further warning sign especially as the pilgrimage feasts, 
particularly Passover, were highly charged with religious and national 
fervour and messianic expectations (Mt 26:5).

Jesus’ Predictions and His Call to Disciples
to Share His Suffering

Jesus himself was aware of the fate threatening him. He spoke of taking 
up his cross, and called on his disciples to be ready to take up their cross 
and follow him in his suffering. His predictions of the Passion are like 
signposts during his fateful journey to Jerusalem (Mt 16ff; 17:22f; 20:17ff). 
Each of the predictions of his rejection and execution, however, concludes 
with the assurance that he will rise on the third day. The accounts of the 
first preaching of the Resurrection will be a triumphant proclamation 
of the fulfilment of that assurance and could be summed up as: ‘You / 
put him to death, but God raised him to life’(cf Acts 3:15; 5:29f et al).

Signigicant Details – According to the Scriptures

Another aspect of the familiar dramatic and artistic representations of the 
Passion is the focus on physical suffering. The evangelists, however, sim-
ply state, ‘they crucified him’ without dwelling on the gruesome details. 
While the biblical account does not focus on the physical suffering it, 
does focus on details that bring out the significance of the Passion in the 
life and mission of Jesus and its place within the overall story of Israel.

On reflection, the disciples will come to see the death of Jesus as a 
fulfilment of the overall salvific history of Israel. The evangelists express 
this insight by drawing attention to a number of circumstantial details 
such as his being crucified between two malefactors, having the titulus 
above his head bearing the charge against him, the division of his gar-
ments, the offering of bitter wine, and his recitation of lines from the 
psalms. Such details were important to the early Christians because they 
found them anticipated in Old Testament psalms and prophets.

Furthermore, the entire drama of the Passion is set in the context of 
the Passover, the central salvific event in Israel’s history. Jesus’ Passion is 
thereby aligned with the ongoing history and spirituality of Israel. The 
final meal of Jesus, anticipating his death, initiates a new covenant in 
his blood for the forgiveness of sins.

Not acts of cruelty or simple biographical / historical facts but theo-
logical and salvific insight determined the choice of detail to be narrated. 
The Old Testament was the source book at the time for insight, under-
standing, language and assurance of consistency in the salvific plan of 
God. That is why the earliest confessions of faith stressed that ‘Christ 
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died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that 
he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that 
he appeared to Cephas’ (1 Cor 15:3-5). Since the Scriptures everywhere 
speak of Christ, they enable us to believe that his death and resurrec-
tion were not a tragic accident of history, but a fulfilment of the salvific 
plan of God for our salvation; and so they were central to the disciples’ 
preaching and the evangelists’ narratives.

The Poor Man Called and the Lord Heard

St Paul states clearly that a crucified Christ was ‘to the Jews a stumbling 
block and to the Gentiles foolishness but to those who were called, be 
they Jews or Greeks, a Christ who is the power and the wisdom of God’ 
(1 Cor 1:23-25). As they ‘searched the Scriptures’ the first disciples found 
in the details of the Songs of the Suffering Servant, especially the Fourth 
Song (Is 52:13-53:12) and in the Psalms of Lamentation, especially Psalms 
21(22) and 68(69) a language and spirituality in which to present the 
victory of the cross as they reflected on the death of Jesus in the light of 
the texts and prayers that highlighted the spirituality of the just ones who 
trusted in God in spite of their sense of unjust suffering and of apparent 
abandonment by God and humanity.

This is the spirituality of the poor people of YHWH, marginalized and 
persecuted but loyal and placing total confidence in God while making 
loud and confident lament. The close parallel with Scripture and the 
tradition of the Suffering Just One, the poor man who cried and the Lord 
heard (Ps 21/22:,25f) enabled the first Christians to see here a foreshadow-
ing of God’s plan in the fate of Jesus. Far from seeing his death as a tragic 
derailing of his life and mission, they came to see the death of Jesus as 
central to the divine plan, and illustrative of the divine compassion for 
innocent suffering (cf Ps 30[31]). This insight was so widespread in the 
early tradition that it turns up in all four gospels.

Jewish and Roman Apologetic

There is a Jewish and a Roman apologetic woven into the Passion Nar-
rative. In the allusions to the Old Testament the evangelists were em-
phasizing for the Jews that Jesus fulfilled Scriptural expectations. In the 
declaration of Jesus’ innocence of any political crime by Pilate (Mt 27:25), 
reinforced by the centurion and others standing guard proclaiming ’in 
truth this man was son of God’(Mt 27:54), there can be seen an apologia 
for Jesus’ followers throughout the Roman Empire who had already ex-
perienced persecution by the time Matthew’ Gospel was written.

ESSAY • PREACHING ON MATTHEW’S PASSION NARRATIVE
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Power and Powerlessness: Reversal of Roles

Mockery is, perhaps, the greatest form of persecution since it reaches into 
the soul to destroy the identity, faith and hope that sustain the victim. 
The mocker seems all-powerful. The mocked is powerless. The accounts 
of mockery throughout, on the part of the soldiers, the crowd and those 
crucified with Jesus, however, set the stage for the great reversal of roles 
when the centurion and those standing guard with him, representatives 
of the mighty Roman power, proclaimed the ‘powerless one’ they had 
mocked as a false prophet, robed and crowned as a mock king and cruci-
fied under the mock king title, to be ‘truly the Son of God’ (Mt 27:54). 
St Paul’s comment very aptly describes the salvific power of God: ‘God’s 
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger 
than human strength’ (1 Cor 1:25).

Universal Mission

Other elements of Jesus’ life and ministry are woven into the account. 
The opening of the Gospel of Matthew presented Jesus as son of David, 
son of Abraham. As son of David he is seen as a Messiah for the Jewish 
people but as son of Abraham he is a Messiah for believers in all nations. 
Foreign women – Tamar, Rahab, Ruth and the wife of the Hittite Uriah 
(Bathsheba) – figure in the genealogy, giving it a significant international 
dimension (Mt 1;3,5,6). Foreign magi come to honour him at his birth 
(Mt 2:1-12). Now, at the onset his death, the woman of Bethany anoints 
him and Jesus asserts that ‘wherever in all the world this Good News is 
proclaimed what she has done will be told also, in remembrance of her’ 
(Mt 26:13). The Gospel will come to a climax as the Risen Jesus sends his 
disciples to ‘make disciples of all nations’ (Mt 28:29ff).

Women in the Ministry and the Passion

Women play a significant role in Jesus’ life and ministry. They figure in 
the genealogy and in a special way in the role of Mary his mother. Women 
of Galilee ministered to Jesus and his disciples during his ministry and 
on the fateful journey from Galilee to Jerusalem. The woman of Bethany 
performed one of the good works as anointed him in an act of faith and 
Jesus interpreted it as an anointing for burial (Mt 26:12). Pilate’s wife 
pleads for Jesus’ release (Mt 27:19). The women who followed him from 
Galilee remain at Calvary after the disciples fled in fear (Mt 27:55f). Mary 
of Magdala and the other Mary sat opposite the sepulchre (Mt 27:61) and 
early on the first day of the week they went to visit the sepulchre and 
the angel appeared to them, assured them not to be afraid and invited 
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them into the sepulchre and then sent them to tell his disciples that he 
was risen and gone ahead of them into Galilee and ‘there you will see 
him’ (Mt 28:7ff). As they ran to tell the disciples Jesus appeared to them, 
assured them not to be afraid, and sent them to the disciples. He thus 
made them ‘apostles’ to the apostles.

Who Killed Jesus?

Unfortunately, anti-Semitic rhetoric too often focuses on ‘the Jews’ as the 
agents of Jesus’ death. However, Jesus’ story is a universal story and the 
factors that happened to manifest themselves in a Jewish context in the 
life and ministry of Jesus are factors that manifest themselves in many 
a human society. Jesus was handed over by a faithless disciple and friend 
turned enemy, by a jealous, manipulating, religious authority, by a judge 
who failed to administer justice for the one he knew to be innocent and 
a hostile mob. The failure of discipleship, the abuse of friendship, the 
jealous protection of religious status, the ignoring of justice, the mind-
less hatred of a mob, the political expediency of an occupying power 
and the ‘dutiful’ obeying of orders by the military, all contributed to the 
handing over of ‘the King of the Jews’ to a horrible and shameful death. 
All human life was there just as it has been in all societies throughout 
history. The new covenant for the forgiveness of sin was forged on the 
anvil of victimhood.

ESSAY • PREACHING ON MATTHEW’S PASSION NARRATIVE
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