NATE NETTLETON
Ottawa, ON

BIOGRAPHY

Nate Nettleton is a conceptual artist working in abstract sculpture and painting based in
Gatineau, QC. He has exhibited artworks in Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal, and Boston and
has created public sculptural works shown at the Drake Devonshire Hotel in Prince
Edward County, Manitoulin Island, Ottawa, Victoria B.C. and at Ontario Place in
Toronto. He has permanent public artworks installed across Chaudiere Island within the
Windmill Dream Zibi development in Gatineau, QC. Nettleton’s works have been
featured in numerous Canadian and American art publications, and he is part of public
and private collections across Canada, the United States, and the UK. Nettleton is

represented by Wall Space Gallery in Ottawa, & Liz Lidgett Gallery in lowa.

ARTIST STATEMENT

Nate Nettleton is a Gatineau, Quebec based artist exploring simplicity, possibility and
progress via abstract sculpture.

“Bright Before Me” continues the artists ongoing scribble sculpture series, as well as
includes a collection of his signature overlapping mixed media works. The scribble
sculptures symbolically represent giving a noticeable existence to the routinely
disregarded. Small, hand drawn scribbles, made into prominent sculptural works aim to
prompt a dialogue surrounding equality and social progress.

The mixed media works are produced using an opposing directional overlapping pattern
aiming to explore the concept of finding harmony and balance within opposition.
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Bright Before Me - Curator’s Statement

Nate Nettleton’s latest body of works continue his exploration of the simplicity of
representation. Bright Before Me presents both his paneled works and his "scribble’
series. Grasping materials and forms from everyday life, Nettleton creates minimalist
sculptures that focus on the materials themselves, showcased through their parred down
abstract design. He aptly uses collage in each new combination of material, colour, and
form to open the door for inventive possibility. Nettleton brings forward references and

emotional pathways through our basic association with signs and symbols.

Nettleton's Yves Klein blue scribble sculptures are a direct homage to the 1960's
Nouveau Réaliste artist Yves Klein. Klein's blue-monochrome works were an extension of
his desire to capture the sky in the boundlessness of colour. Similarly to Klein, who
sought to give form to the immaterial, Nettleton pulls from the abstraction of language

and imbues it with physical form and tactility.

Nettleton’s wooden sculptures draw inspiration from our earliest forms of writing —
scribbles. A scribble is an archive of (e)motion, it carries a particular energy in its loops
and angles. In early childhood development scribbling is one of the earliest moments of
not only expressing thoughts and feelings but recording them — giving abstract thought
a form. When we look at a script of a language we are not versed in, we can appreciate
its symbols similarly to a drawing. The weight of language is lifted from the line’s
shoulders and new meaning can be interjected. Nettleton is interested in the semiotics
of the abstract — how the basic form of a line can become a vessel for meaning and
(re)invention — what the artist refers to as ‘possibility and progress’. Lines were the
advent of human creativity, traced back to the Lascaux cave drawings. Since then we
have been scrambling and re-scrambling lines to express ourselves. The possibilities of
the line feel infinite, and Nettleton grabs a hold of its simplicity to immerse us in a

textural world of material and meaning.

Nettleton blurs the line between drawing, painting, and sculpture. Rather than a mark
drawn on a surface, requiring the support of another material, Nettleton makes the line
an independent entity. The plethora of surface treatments that Nettleton uses —
charring, stains, foils, acrylic paint, holographic vinyl, mirrors — take on the free-flowing

qualities of the scribble.
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In his mixed media works, Nettleton overlays rectangular panels of various materials that
create an undulating three-dimensional surface. Nettleton invites us to think of all
materials and their characteristics of texture and colour as the stuff of ‘paint’.
Composing balanced compositions with contrasts in material speaks to Nettleton's
desire for harmony. We can perhaps start to look at the world around us as a vast and

ever-changing balance of ebbs and flows.

- Tiffany April

Curator
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Ccv

SOLO EXHIBITIONS

2022
2018
2015

Bright Before Me, Wall Space Gallery, Ottawa, ON

Significant Irrelevance, Seven Below Gallery, Ottawa, ON
Beached, Frank & Oak, Ottawa, Ontario, ON

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2021
2021
2019
2019
2018
2018
2018
2018
2017
2017
2017
2017
2017
2016

Group Exhibition, Liz Lidgett Gallery, Des Moines, IA

Group Exhibition, Wall Space Gallery, Ottawa, ON

Liz Lidgett Gallery, Des Moines, IA

Group Exhibition, The Front, New Orleans

Group Exhibition, Boston Art, Boston, MA

Group Show, Fall Down Gallery, Ottawa, ON

New Works, Wall Space Gallery, Ottawa, ON

New Year New Works, Seven Below Gallery, Ottawa, ON

Bombay Sapphire Artisan Series, Duran-Mashaal Gallery, Montreal, QC
Timeraiser150 Toronto, Power Plant Contemporary Art Gallery, Toronto
ABODE, Gallery 115, Ottawa, ON

Timeraiser150, Honest Eds, Toronto, ON

Group Exhibition, Carleton University Art Gallery, Ottawa, ON
Bombay Sapphire Artisan Series, Youn Gallery, Montreal, QC

SITE SPECIFIC INSTALLATIONS / PUBLIC SCUPTURAL COMMISSIONS

2019
2018
2017
2017
2017
2017

Windmill Dream Zibi Development, Chaudiere Island, Gatineau, QC
Winter Lights Exhibition, Ontario Place, Toronto, ON

Drake Devonshire Site Specific Installation, Prince Edward County, ON
Arboretum Festival Sculptural Installation, North Gower, ON

Glow Fair Sculptural Light Installation, Ottawa, ON

Arts Alive, Public Sculpture Program, Oak Bay, Victoria, BC

2016 Elemental Arts Festival, Manitoulin Island, ON
PUBLICATIONS
2018 Blank Spaces Magazine — June

2018
2018

Ottawa at Home Magazine, Spring
PACE Magazine - Issue 5, Spring
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2018

Ottawater - Issue 14, Winter

2018 Feels Magazine — Issue #5, Winter

2017 Barbed Magazine — Issue #5, Spring

2016 Barbed Magazine — Issue #4, Spring

2015 Herd Magazine - Issue #11, Winter

AWARDS

2018 Ontario Arts Council Exhibition Assistance Grant
2018 Bombay Sapphire Artisan Series — Regional Finalist
2017 Bombay Sapphire Artisan Series — Regional Finalist
2016 Bombay Sapphire Artisan Series — Regional Finalist

2016 Frank & Oak - permanent display at Rideau Centre, Ottawa
2016 Elemental Festival — Emerging Artist Award/Grant
COLLECTIONS

2021 The Davis Companies, Boston, Private Collection

2020
2020
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2018
2016

358 Richmond Rd. Ottawa, ON. K2A 0E8 1613.729.0003 | info@wallspacegallery.ca

Daniels, Regent Park Condominium, Private Collection

Marriott Hotel, Washington, Private Collection

Loews Hotel, St. Louis, Private Collection

Ecentral Condominum Development, Toronto, Private Collection
Kimpton Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, Scotland, Private Collection
Soshal Agency, Ottawa, Private Collection

Racoon Valley Bank, Des Moines, Private Collection

Fernando Mastrangelo Studio, New York, Private collection

Frank & Oak, Private collection
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